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1. HE Authority of Cu- 

ſtom hath ſo much Cuſtem more 

3 more general Pre- prevalent than 
valency than that of Truth; that Truth. 
he that ſhall adventure to aſſault 
that with this, may be thought not to have well 
digeſted the prudent Cantion of our Saviour, Luke 
xiv. 31. To fit down and conſider, whether he be 
able with teu thouſand ta meet hm that cometh a= 
gainit him with twenty thouſand ; for, doubtleſs, 
juch, and much greater is the odds between theſe 
two Litigants. And to the Imputation of this Un- 


warineſs, I cannot. but. foreſee the preſent Deſigu 


very liable. 

2. Gentility has long ſince con- 
futed 7ob's Aphoriſm, Man'is Centlemen are 
born to labour, and, inſtead there= /eldom bred up 


of, has pronounced to its Clients to any thing but 


the Rich Man's Requiem, Saul, their Pleaſure. 
take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and 


be merry. A Gentleman is now ſuppoſed to be 


only a thing of Pleaſure, a Creature ſent into the 
World, as the Leviathan into the Deep, to tale 
his Paſtime therein, (and, the better to complete 
the Parallel, to devour his Underlings too) and 
then it will be no Wonder if it be adjudged a ridi- 
culous Soleciſm to attempt to define his Calling, 
whole very Etftence is thought to conſiſt in having 
none. Nay, perhaps, it will be deemed not only 
abſurd, dut malicious, a levelling Project, of rob- 
bing him of his Birth-right, of degrading him from 
thole Privileges which belong to his Quality, and of 
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Worth and Virtue. 
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moulding him again into that vulgar Maſs, from 
which divine Providence and human Laws have di- 
ſtinguiſhed him. But from this Jealouſy I dare truſt 
the enſuing Leaves to be their own Vindicators. 

3. I have been no unconcerned 
(much lefs infulting) Spectator of 
the Depreſſion the Gentry have 
fallen under in theſe latter Years, 
but have paid them my juſt Tri- 
bute of Compathon ; yet I con- 
feſs I think thoſe ſearce wor- 
thy a Regret, in compariſon with thoſe volunta- 
ry Deſcents too many of them have made from true 
It is ſure a far leſs deplorable 
Spectacle to ſee a Gentleman ſpoiled of his Fortune 
by his Conſcience, than his Luxury, and to behold 
him under the Stroke of the Headſman, than under 
thoſe more inſamous Exeeutioners, his Luft of 
Intemperance. Yet I fear if the Martyrology even 
of theſe ſuffering Times were ſcanned, Venus and 
Bacchus would be found to have had many more 
Martyrs, than God and Loyalty. 
| 4. But I confefs it an Imperti- 
nence thus to balance the two 
Miſchiefs of doing and ſuffering 
III, ſince it is certain the latter is 
to be reſolved into the ſormer, 
and has no Exiſtence of itſelf, 
| but what it derives from that. 
Puniſhments are but the Reſults of Sin; and, there- 
fore, whatever Majipnity is in the Effet, becomes 
entirely chargeable upon the Cauſe, and we are to 
look upon our Vice not only as our greateſt, but 
our only Unhappineſs. This Conſideration ſhews 
us the Source of all our Sufferings, and is itſelf no 
Jeſs obvious than thoſe ; though one would think 


it as concealed as the Head of 7Vi/ns, that 6 
EY | only 


Centlemen de- 
grade them 
mere than their 
Calamities, 


amd tho foldom 
taken notice of, 
yet are ont mai 
Cauſe of their 
Suffering; . | 
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only obſerve how many other Originals of our Cala- | 
mities are aſſigned, whillt this is ſcarce dreamed of. | 
This Jonah is ſuffered to fleep ſecurely in the Ship, 
while her more innocent Fraught 1s caft over-board, 
Jenah i. . Every the lealt Sparkle from without is 
charged as an Incendiary, when, alas! like Ætua, our | 
own Rowels ſend out that Fire which has fo near | 
reduced us to Aſhes. But as in Diſcafes we account EY 
the Diſcovery of the Cauſe the ſirſt and moſt neceſſa · | | 

| 
| 


— 
— — — —ñ— — — 


ry Step to the Cure; ſo certainly is it here, the Con- 
viction of our Guilt is a moſt indiſpenſible Prepara- | 
tive towards the Eaſe of our Preſſures, and we | I 
muſt be heavy laden in the Chriſtian Senſe, Matth. | | ; | 
xi. 28. before we thall ceaſe to be fo. in the Civil. | 1 4 
5, But I fear Men proceed in | | I 
this Affair ratber like Mounte- and therefore | [4 
banks than good Phylicians, uſe og to be de- | 4 
lome palliating Medicines to al- firoyed and cut | ll 
lay the Effects, or perhaps Ano-. off as theT roub- = 
dynes to {tupify the Patient, and /ers of aur {/racl. - | 3 | | 
l 


wholly .negle&t the Root of the 

Malay. Nor do J appropriate this Error to the | 
(entry, it is too vitible that all Sorts and Qualities | 
have too juſt a Claim to it, to let any one go away | 
with the Incloſure. But becauſe the preſent De- l | 
ſigu makes them my peculiar Province, I ſhall, wav | Wi i 
ing all others, addreſs myfeX at this time to them = 
only, with this moſt paikonate Requeſt, that they 1 

| 


„ ould not uſe that Cruelty to themfelves, for which - 
Amalek ſtands branded towards Hrael, Deut. xxv. 
13, by their perſevering Impieties, ſmite and de- 
[troy thoſe feeble and faint. Remains of their ſormer 
Felicities ; but that they would now at laſt ſeriouſ- | 
y advert to this their ſo great and important Con- F Fj 
cernment, and pitch upon the true-Achan, that has = | | 
thus long troubled their Ifrael. And that being. \ Fl 
done, that Story directs the next Step of the Pro- 1 
a 3 ceſs, 0 
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ceſs, even the bringing him to Execution, cutting 
that off which will elſe infallibly bring down a fa- 
tal Exciſion upon themſelves. Nor is this to be 
deferred, for, alas! the Diſeaſe is come to too great 
a Height, too dangerous a Criſis, to admit any De: 
lay of the Remedy. | | 

6. When Egypt had ſmarted 
The Greatneſs under a Succeſſion of miraculous 


of our t- Plagues, for detainirg the I/rael- 
of <./ 1 1 $ — 8 
zuente, and ites, the Servants of Pharaoh im- 


Nearneſſ to De- portune him to releaſe them, and 
ſiruction, gught conclude their Advice with this 
to ve an Argu- pathetick Enforcement, Knoweſt 
ment to repent not thou yet that Fgypt is deſtroy- 
F our Sins; ed And, God knows, I may but 

too properly give the ſame Edge to 
mine: For, alas! Gentlemen, are not your Eſtates 
waſted, your Privileges violated, your Splendors 
eclipſed, your Perfons reſtrained, your Families 
broken and ſhattered, your Dignities trampled up- 
on by the meanelt of the Vulgar, and finally, your- 
ſelves quite tranſpoſed in your Station, now made 


the tali, who were once the head © Deut. xxviii. . 


344. And is it not yet Time to diſmiſs thoſe Sins 
which are the Authors of all this? If you are ftill 
of Pharaoh's Mind, and reſolve to retain them, 
you are certainly no leſs obſtinate than he, but 
much more irtational. He had ſomewhat of vi- 
lible Advantage to tempt him to detain the rue l. 
ites, they were his Slaves, wrought hard at his 
Work, built him Cities. But how far is that from 
the Caie here! They are not your Slaves, but 
your Taſk-malſters, which you are ſo unwilling to 

rt with, thoſe that ſet you to the vileſt and moſt 
tervile Drudgeries, and are ſo far from bringing you 
in Prefit, that I may boldly make the Apbſtle's 
Challenge, Kon. vi. als What fruit have you: had 


of 


The P RE F 4 © Ed vii 
of thoſe things And doubt not, the only Account 
you can bring in of your Harveſt, muſt be the In- 
ventory of your Miſeries. We are Witneſſes of 
many Houſes, many Cities they have demoliſhed and 
Jaid waſte, but we have no- Structure of theirs to 
thew, but a Babel of Confuſion. 

7, But, alas! theſe your ſecular | 
Ruins àre but their modeſt and which have en- 
petty Outrages. Take another dangered the 
View of them, and it will, like pon hn 
Fetiel's Viſion, Ezek. vin. 6. Church, and 
preſent you with more and great- Places of God's 
er abuminations thaw theſe, even Worſhip ; 
the abomination of dtſolation in 
the holy place. Your Sins have not only deſolat- 
-d your own Honſes, but God's. That v2aty & 
{is ornament which he ſet in majeſty, Ezek. vil. 
20, hath by thele your deteſtable things been ex- 
voſed to Spoil and Pollution. We are not yet 
crown fo old m our Miſeries as to bave out-worn 
the Aggravation of remembering our happier Eſtate. 
And how fad, how wounding a Contemplation is it 
to compare the paſt and preſent Condition of this 
Church? When the Temple was rebuilding, rhe 
Joy of that Reſtoration could not ſuppreſs the 
Grief of thoſe who remembered the ſo much more 
vlorious Fabrick of the firſt, but they laid the Foan- 
dation in their Tears: The Text fays, they wepr 
with a lord voice, Ezra th. 12. But what Tears, 
what Ejaculations can be bitter or loud enough for 
s, who are to lament not partial and imperfect Re- 
pairs, but total Ruins and Vaſtations, that ſee the 
Materials of our Zien now reduced to Duſt and 
Rubbiſn, who once ſaw them happily compacted, 
built together as a city at unity in itſelf ? 
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and 014g ht there - ver Zion, and are ourſelves by 
| fore to drawforih the waters of Baby len, it is ſure 
- | our Leal aud In- but proper we fit down and weep, 
_ dignation a- bid, as thoſe Captives, P/al. 
—_— gainſt them. CXXXV11. 2 ſolemn Adieu to all | 
r ' - 
— _- Entertainments of Joy and Plea- 
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1 
| 8. And while we thus rememe 


= | ſure. And would God we all, particularly you to | 
_— whom I now ſpeak, did as exactly parallel them 

- in this {ad and pious Reſentment, as we do in | 
= the Motives of it, that ſo your Quarrel to Sin 

=_— might be accended to its full Height, as that whic 

= robs you not only of your ſpiritual, but (that which 


many of you have more Gult of] your carnal Joys 
alſo. It is your Sins, (1 would I could ſay yours 
alone) which have been the perſecuting Sami which 
have thus made havock of the Church. The Secu- 
rities, Prolaneneſs, and Licentiouſneſs of your pro- 
fperous Days made the firſt Breaches in ber Walls, 
and now the Impenitence and Incorrigibleneſs of 
your calamitous, like the £domires, cry, Down: with 
her, down with her, even to the ground. It was 
| amongſt the Jews a capital Guilt to curſe a Parent, 
i! and ſhall it now pa tor an ealy, or no Crime, not 
| 


only to eurſe, but deſtroy our common Mother, 
to abet and maintain thoſe Troops which thus de- i 
fy, yea invade her? O why {ſhould you not at laſt 
recal your exiled Piety, and aſſume 2 holy and be- | 
coming Indignation againſt theſe her cruel, her im · 
placable Enemies? | | 
9. Bat this you cannot be ſup- 
very Manmuſt poſed to do whilſt you arraign on- 
acknowledge 5 other Mens Sins, and leave 
that hi; own Sins your own out of the Indictment. 
have had a hand 1 doubt not many of you do, with 
in the publich Diſpleaſure, perhaps more than 


Calamity : enough, charge her Ruin upon 
| the 
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the immediate Inſtruments, accuſe the bold Intru- 


fon of ignorant Teachers, of having depraved her 


Doctrine; Ambition and Envy of impatient Inferi- 
ors, of ſubverting her Diſcipline ; the Pride and 
Faction of buſy Spirits, of Gllurbing her Peace; 
the greedy Avarice of facrilegious Perſons, of de- 
vouring her Patrimony. And theſe I ſhall not de- 
ny to have been the Weapons that thus have mor» 
tally wonnded her. But let it be remembered, that 
theſe were wielded and whetted by the more gene- 
ral Impieties, from whence they borrowed their 
deſtructive Power. And therefore to transfer the 
Guilt here, is but the Artifice of ſlaying Uriah with 
the ſword of the children of Ammon, which you 
Know acquitted not David from being a Murderer. 
No, God knows, here lies a Carcaſe of a poor 
bleeding Church, but which of you, our Elders, are 
qualified for the Purgation the Law aſſigns in that 
Caſe? Deut. xxi. 7. which of you can fay, Dur 
hands have not ſhed this blood, neither have our 
EYES ſeen it ? 9 
10. Yet the leſs capable you 
are of thus wa ſſing your hands in And the lefs in- 
tenocence, the greater need you wocent we are, 
have to waſh then; in Penitence; the more humble 
2nd therefore, ſince, as you are and penitent we 
Sons to this Mother, the Office ug ta be ; 
of Avenger of Blood devolves on | 
you: O bring forth fruits of repentance, by dif- 
charging that Part faithfully ; drag out theſe Cri- 
minals which have taken Sanctuary in your Breaſts, 
and there dwell ſecurely as in a City of Refuge, 
and hew them in pieces (as Samuel did Agag) be- 
fore the Lord. And as your Incentives-to this are 
ninitely greater and more prelling, than in other 
urders, fo will the Effects alſo valtly tranſcend 
tnoſe of common - Juſtice. That only beg, 
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but this may repair the Miſchief, recal the vital 


Spirits, and re-unite the ſcattered Limbs of this 
mangled Body. Such an Omnipotency is there in 
lincere Repentance, that it is able even to effect a 
Reſurrection. O that you would be ambitious of 
working this Miracle, and by this pious Prodigy 
beget your Mother, that you would weep ſo long 
over her Aſhes, till that Moiſture had rendered them 
prolifical, and you ſee her ſpring out of her Urn. 

| | 11. This, this is your only 
Way of reverimg that extirpat- 
ing Decree, which theſe Hamans 
(your Sins) have procured. And 


which is the only 
Way to prevent 
both our own 

Ruin, and that 
of the Church Menace to £ſther will be too ap- 
too.  plicable to you: If God in his 


unfat homable Mercy ſhould cauſe Deliverance and 


Enlargement to ariſe from ſome other Place to this 
poor deſolate Church, yet yourſelves can expect 
nothing but Deſtruction. If you have no Senſe of 
the Deſolations of Zien, no Pity to ſee her in the 
Duſt, but ſtill chooſe to cheriſh thoſe Impieties 
which have brought her. thither; yet even they 
will at the laſt avenge her Quarrel, bring you thoit 
Miſeries, the Senſe whereof it will be impoſſible for 
you to avoid or extinguiſh, | 

| 12. For alas! to repreſent your 


Sin is the Cauſe Sins to you as the Originals mere- 
both of temporal ly of temporal, whether private 


and eternal Mi- or publick Ruins, is to give you 
ſery ; too fair and flattermg a Pour- 

traiture of them: Theſe are but 
the light preluſory Skirmiſhes to a more diſmal 
Slaughter, the Prologue to the fatal Tragedy. 
Take their full Character from the. Apoſtle, Kom. 
Vi. 21. The end of thoſe things is death, even Death 


eternal. It is our uſual Comfort againſt the Per- 
ſecations 
a ES; ; ME 3 


if you negled this, Mordecai's 
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ſecutions of Men, that they can purſue us no far- 
ther than to the Grave. There, as 764 ſpeaks, the 
weary be at reſt. But this Tyrant in our 'own Breaſts 
has no ſuch Limits to its Malice, but then eſpecial- 
ly begins when all other Cruelties ceaſe, tortures 
infinitely by the Gnawings of that worm which ne- 
ver diets, and the Scorchings of that fire which ne» 
ver ſhall be quenched. 

13. And now, who can ſuffici- 
ently wonder at the Infatuation, which fo cheriſh 
that you ſhould demur upon thediſ= and indulge, is 
miſſing of ſo treacherous a Gueſt, the greateſ! Fot- 
that you ſhould cheriſh this Viper % and Madneſs 
in your Boſoms, which you alrea- in the Mord. 
dy feel eating your Bowels, de- 
vouring all your temporal Felicities, and yet takes 
thoſe but in the Way to your Heart, your more 
precious and eternal Part? It is the common 
Maxim even of thoſe that receive Advantage by 
the Perſidiouſneſs of others, to love the Treaſon, 
hut hate the Traitor : But here 1s that Rule quite 
inverted ; you hate the Treaſon, are impatient of 
the affliting Conſequences of your Sin, yet love 
the Traitor, hug that in your cloſeſt Embraces. 
he Apoſtle indeed forewarns us of the dzceitful- 
%, of fin, Heb. iii. 13. but ſure this is a Pitch 
beyond that ; this is not Deceit, but Enchantment, 
ſome powerful Philtrum it muſt needs be that can 
make Men in Love not only with Deformity, but 
i2:ſeaſe. ' 

14. But all the Mapicians of * 
{rypt are not able to ſtand before Virtue is naiu- 
oſet: This Magick is not ſo irre- rally more ami - 
'i\tible, but that Reaſon and Reli- able and de- 
n will yield you Counter- /ightful than 
Harms able to diſenchant you, if Vice. 
You will but ſuffer them to come in 
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ful Appetites, and give your Faculties ſome Inter- 
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to your Aid. Do but ouce "ep out of the Devil's 
urſuit of your ſin- 


miſſion, ſo much Breath from that hot Chace as 


may qualify them for a calm conſiderate View of o- 


ther things, and then it is certain you, will diſcern, 
that Virtue has a much more raviſhing Appearance, 
infinitely more delectable and enamouring than all 
the Devil's Opticks could put upon your higheſt and 
moſt guſtful Senſualities, Do you only beſtow 
fome attentive Looks upon her-; let her once in at 
your Eyes, and then leave her to make her own 
Way to your Heart. And this is ſure a very mo- 
derate Requeſt ; that you will but vouchſaſe to look 
upon what is thus amiable. And-with what Pretence 
can you deny it? You who, to gaze on thoſe tranſi- 
tory Beauties, which are only your Snares, Rick at 
no Difficulty, will be content to come (thoſe of 
you that have no other Motives) even to Church 
upon that Errand: O do not here put off your 
Curioſity where alone it may avail you, but rather 
take this Opportunity of hallowing that (hitherto 
profane) Part of your Temper, _- 
It. It has been none of the De- 
The Devil is vil's meaneſt or unluckieſt Arts to 
apt tobeget Pre» infuſe Prejudices into Mens Minds 
judice in Mens againſt Chriſtian Practice, by re- 
Minds againſt preſenting it in the molt averting 
feligion, Forms. He changes Shapes with 
| it, and as he transforms hunſelt 
inte an Angel of Light, fo be does this into one 
of Darkneſs, makes it appear a State of the moſt 
diſmal Sadneſs and Horror, a Region of Antipodes 
to all Joy and Chearfulneſs. And how much more 
ready. Men are to take the Devil at his Word, thay 


burden 


Chriſt at his, who profeſſes his yoke , and bis 
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Nee PN C 
burden light, appears too viſible in the general 
Averſeneſs thoſe have to Piety who never ſo much 
as tried it, but take vp implicit confuſed Prejudices 
apainſt it, and retain thoſe as faſt as if they were 
the Products of many Years coſtly Experiences. 
And it is to be feared theſe have taken the deepelt 
Root in the richeſt Soil, they ſeeming no where 
more to flouriſh than among you of the higheſt 
Quality. Yet ſure, of all others, you are moſt 
obliged to eradicate them, they implying ſuch 
2 groſs Injuſtice as any ingenuous Mind mult be 
aſhamed of | 

16. You will yourſelves read 
ly pronounce that Judge not only None are ft to 
corrupt, but impudent, that con- judge of Reli. 
demns a Perſon whoſe: Cauſe he gion fili they 
never heard: Yet, if you will pave made trial 
but reflect, you will find your own thereof. 
Verdict rebound upon yourſelves, 
with a Ti es Bond:; Fan it 1s evidently your Caſe 
here. It is Time for you therefore tobe ſo juſt, 
if not to Virtue; yet to your on Reputations, as 
to retract that condemnatory Sentence you have 
paſt upon her, and put on ſo much at leaſt of the 
Form of Juſtice as to give her a fair Trial. But 
this you cannot do by hearing the Tongues of Men. 
and Angels plead for her, none but herſelf can ma- 
vage her Cauſe, you muſt admĩt. her into your Soci- 
ty and Converſe, take her into ſuch a Familiarity, 
23 may bring her within Diſtanee of your Obſerva- 
tion, before you pronounce of hers In ſhort, if 
zou will indeed render yourſelves competent 
zudges, whether a virtuous Life be a pleaſant or a 


diſmal thing, enter upon it, and let your own Ex- 


periences be your Informers. 
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19. 1 cannot ſuſpet the Age io degenerous as 
vot to believe there are divers particular Perſons 
among you, who have made the Experiment, and 
to their Teſtimony I dae appeal, and doubt not 
they will from Judges turn Advocates, and re- 
commend it to you, and ſure you will bave no 
Cauſe in this . to wave your wonted Pri- 
vilege of being tried by your Peers, to except a- 
gainſt their Judgment in the Cafe, who being 
laced in equal Circumſtances with you, muſt be 
. to underſtand your utmoſt Temptations to 
Vice, from whence alone all the ſeeming Difficulties 
and Uneaſineſſes of Virtue do ariſe. 
1 18. It were the Work of ma- 
Virtue is in its ny Volumes to deſcribe the ſe- 
own Nature ac- veral diſtinct Advantages towards 
tive, and an E- a pleaſant Being, which are 
nemy to [dle= wrapt up in this one compre- 
72/5, henſive Felicity. I ſtall inſtance 
only in that, to which the enſu- 
ing Tract particularly relates, and that is, that it 
furniſhes you with a Succeſſion. of very agreeable 
and cheartul Emptoyments. Virtue is of a buſy 


and active Nature, and as in its ſeveral Operations 


it has an Oppolition to all the ſeveral Sorts of 
Vice, & in its very Conftitution and Principle it 
bears an avowed Antipathy to that one fertile Se- 
minary of moſt other Sins, Idlenefs ; and ſure the 
reſcuing you from that is no contemptible Benefit. 
Fox though you ſeem to challenge it as a conſider- 
able Part of your Inheritance, that you may live 
and do. Nothing, and are very tenacious. of that 
Claim; yet, it is moſt evident, that what you con- 
tend for as your Privilege, yourſelves eſteem your 
Burden, yea ſo much fo, that, to be rid of it, you 
t away Eſtate, Health, Soul and all for Compa- 
e 


The P R KE. F A CF. ine 
ny, employ yourſelves the moſt ruinouſly, rather 


than tndure to be idle; nay quite confute your 


own Pretenſions to Eaſe, by thoſe laborious and 
toilſome Vices, which you are fain to call Pleas 
ſures, to render them tolerable, but have certain 
ly no Pretence to that Title on any other Score, 
but that they keep you doing. | 
19. And now what more grate- 
ful Office can poſſibly be done for and affords'mas- 
Men in this Condition, than to ay pleaſing in- 
ſhow them how they may free nocent Divers: 
themſelves of this Load without #i/ements, 
contracting a worſe? I mean the 
Cuilt of thoſe things, which, like Rehoboam, 
converts Whips into Scorpions, yet are now fain 
to be reforted to, as the only Inſtruments of their 
Relief. And this a Chriſtian Life will be ſure to do 
for you; it will conſtantly provide you with inno- 
cent Divertiſements, nay, much more, it will give 
you Buſineſs, ſo excellent and worthy the Dignity 
of your Nature, ſo noble and anſwerable to the 


Splendor of your Qualities, ſo every Way agree- 


able to the Aims of rational Men, that you wilt 
have cauſe to acknowledge, with our Church, that 
God's /ervice i: perfect freedom. 

20. I ſhall not undertake to 

give you a particular View of all The particulay 
the Severals of theſe Employ. Duttes which 
ments: Thoſe Precepts of the areincumbert ar 
Goſpel which aſſign your Taſks, Gentlemen, are 
do ſufficiently inform you of the /uch as ſhew 
Nature and Excelleney of them: that they have 4 
My whole Scheme is compriſed Calling. 
in that one which directs an At- 

tendance on that Calling wherein God hath placed 
Men, and therefore I am to treat only of theſe 


particular 
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particular Duties which are incumbent on yowas 
Gentlemen, and therein ſhew you that, corfidered 
as ſuch, you have a Calling, and fo free you of that 
Reproach and Miſery of being unprofitable Burdens 
of the Earth; and then evince te you alſo, that 
that Calling is fo far from implying any thing of re- 
al Toil or Uneaſineſs, that it is only an Art of refin« 
ing and ſablimating. your Pleaſures, rendering them 
more guſtful and exquiſite, and ſo will (if attended 
to) make good to you in earneſt your miſtaken Pre- 
tence to a Lite of Senſuality and Delight. | 
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GENTLEMAN CALLING, 


1 


Of Buſineſs and Callings in general. 


1. E that by Sloth and 
Improvidence diſſi- Folly ts waſte aur 
pates and conſumes . own Stock ; butTrea- 


that Stock which is properly chery to make away 


his own, falls. jultly under the that which i: entruſt- 


blunt Cenſure of Folly, and u- edu by another. 
ſually under the ſharper and 
more ſmarting Penance of Poverty and Want: But 
he that is but a deputed Manager, if he neglect his 
Depoſitum,.is liable to a heavier Weight, both of Ob- 
joquy and Diſcipline. "The Weakneſs of the one 
may poſſibly meet with ſomewhat. of Pity ; but the 
Falſeneſs and 'Treachery of the other is the Object 
of an univerſal Deteſtation, and is oftentimes. very 
ſeverely ſentenced by thoſe; .wbo, if they would im- 
partially reflect, would find themſelves deeply in- 
volved in the ſame Guilt. . 

2. God has placed Man in 
the World, not as a Proprie- Man is but aStew- 
tary, but a Steward; he hath ard of all that he peſ⸗ 
put many excellent things into /Aſeth in the Wordd. 
= N _— _— in 

ruſt, to be not only kept, but tiated with 

Vol. III. . and 
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Tie Gentleman's Calling. Sect. I. 
aud by Traffick improved to the Uſe of the. true 


Owner : Yet herein dealing as a moſt bountiful Ma- 
ſter, by not only promiſing tranſcendent Rewards 
in the. future to his Fidelity, -but even annexing at 
the preſent (as the heifer that geadeth out the corn) 
a moſt liberal Subſiſtence, interweaving his Inter- 
eſt fo withi'his Duty, that che Diſcharge of it is his 
only Means of being happy even in this World. 

3. This certabily is the State 
Every Man is en- of Mankind in general; every 
truſted with a Ta- (3 mean rational) Perſon havin 
lent of one Kind or ſomething of this Kind cy 
other. * .to-him. No Man that hath Un- 

derſtanding, be that of a higher 
er lower Size, but hath Variety of Abilities of one 
Sort. or other, and withal that actuating Pgwer 
which ſhould fet them on work. And then ſarely 
he that hath not been excluded from the Receipts, 
malt not pretend an Fxemption from the Diſburſe- 
ments, the Taſks; but is under a ftrict Obligation 
of improving what he hath thus received, of bring- 
ing in Frum to the Granary, as well in order to his 
ow: Account and Joy in the auditing of the Harveſt, 
as alfo to the Glory of God, from whom alone he 
derives (and muſt impure) both the Secd and Irriga- 
tion, and the very Increaſe. And he that on theſe 
Grounds, and according to theſe Meaſures, decently 
adminiſters his Province, ſedulouſly attends this Du- 


ty in this Matter, will ſind himſelf placed in ſuch an 


active State of Buſineſs, that he ſha!! have little 
Cauſe to ſuſpect himſelf neglected or forgotten by 
God and Nature, or placed in the World without a 
Calling. 
4. From what is thus indiſpenſibly required of all 
Men, no one. Rank or Individual of that Species can 
lead an Immunity. And therefore till thoſe whom 


Birth, Education and Wealth, and the 3 
| | ec 
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Sect. I. Of Calling in general. 


alect of the World, hath made known by the Stile 
of Gentlemen, ſhall think ſit to expunge the latter 
Part of that Title, and diſclaim the Nature of Men, 
as they are willing to do the Duty, they muſt cer- 
t ainly retract this Error, and acknowledge they have 
their Shares in this common Obligation. 

5. Nay indeed, if they could 10 g 
far imitate the Prince of the Morn- The Sleſſed Au- 
ing, as to fucceed to that Rank © gels in Heaven 
which he was willing to leave, I have their ſeve- 


mean to aſcend above Humanity, ra! Cfices aud 


and aſſume the Nature of Angels, , Employments as 
yet even thither would this purſue 2ziriftring Spi- 
and overtake them. Among all the rits. ' . 
Orders of that divine Hierarchy 

they would not fiad one Patron or Preſident of Idle- 
neſs. For as the Spirituality of their Effence ren- 
ders them more agile and active, fo that Activity is 
perpetually exercuſed in employing the divine Abili- 
ties they have received to the Glory of God the 
Donor : And that not only in bearing a Part in. that 
celeſtia! Quire, which inceſſantly tings his Praiſes, 
but in the more laborious and ſervile Offices of be- 
ing miniſtring Spirits, yea even to thoſe to whom, 
hoth in reſpect of Nature and Innocence, they are 
finitely ſuperior. And this they do with perfect 
Alacrity and Chearfulneſs, thinking it their greateſt 
Honour and Dignity to be thus buſied. Their re- 
gitive Power over the I orld, faith Cerſon, is not [> 
{uitable ax Ingredient for a Magnificate of their com- 
pong, as that greater Dignity of receiving and per- 
}# g Cod Commands e An Evidence how much 
the Meaſures of Honour differ between the Cour- 
ners of Heaven and Earth, the Inhabitants of: that 
retined, and this groſs Region. Thus then the Pro- 
ſpeit lies before the Gentleman: If he chuſe either 
:0 look level on the ſame Nature with himſelf, or 
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4 The Gentleman's Calling, Se. 1. 


direct his Eyes npward on that of the glorious Spi- 
nts that encompaſs God's Throne, he will not in all 
the Records of Earth or Heaven, find ever a Pa- 
tent for Sloth, any Clauſe of Exemption in this 
umverial Law. 

6. Nay, if this Man in Ho- 
The brute Beaſts nour would bid farewell to his 
employ their jeoe- Birth-right, and become like the 
ra/Powers and fe- beaſts that periſh, Pal. xlix. 20. 
enitjes to the Eud if he could be content, in purſuit 


far whichtheywere of this one fancied Privilege of a 


— 


created. Gentleman, to renounce all the 

real ones of a Man, and make 
Nebuchadnezzar's Puniſhment his Option: Yet net- 
ther the Field nor the Foreſt could give him Sanctu- 
ary, afford him any Number of Aſſociates to aid, 
or but countenance him in his Mutiny againſt this 
divine Decree, they would rather be his Tutors 
and Monitors to obey it. For what Rank, even of 
the moſt ſavage Animals, is there, which we can in» 


dict of the not employing thoſe Faculties they have 


received? Are they not generally in a perpetual and 
regular Motion to thofe Ends for which they were 
created, in continual Exerciſe of thoſe Powers with 
which they are endued'?? Yea ſome of them with 
fuch Improvement to all their neceſſary Purpoſes, 
that it hath raiſed a Doubt whether they act by In- 


ſtinct or Reaſon, by Fancy or Judgment. Pythago- 


ras is diſcernably on their Side: And Ariſtotlæ, that 
was leſs kind to them, fcems by one Saying to have 

ielded the Cauſe, when of %% Creatures which, 
ke faith, wart Reaſon, he confeſſeth that Fancy fup- 
plies its Place. I need not take part in this Dif- 
pute; whatſoever their Faculties or Talents are, 
none can doubt of their Uſe of them, or whether 


this their uninterrupted Obedience to the Law of 


their 
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Sect. 1. Of Callings in general. 5 


their Creation, reflects the proportionable Glory on | 1 
their Creator. | | | 


7. To deſcend one Degree ee”) | | 
lower yet; the very inanimate Tea the very ſenſeleſs | 
| Creatures afford their Conſort and inanimate Greas 
to this divine Harmony; e- ure, perform all the 
very one of them perform Offices of their Nature 
| thoſe Offices, fail not in the in #72 admirable and | 
Exerciſe of all thoſe (not orderly Marner. | 

unactive) Qualities God, hath | | 
| put into them. The Sun hath. received a Power. ob 
* 
{ 


Cheriſhing and enlivening terreitrial Bodies, and it 
folds not up its Rays, but communicates and diſ- | 
penſeth them freely. The Earth has received a il | 

| Power of fructifying, giving we, and Verdure t9 1 

| that which groweth upon it, and it with-holds not 

| 


that vital Moiſture, but like a tender Nurſe ſends it | 
forth liberally to all that expect Nouriſlunent from | 
her Breaſts; and ſo proportionably to all other Parts 1 
| of this great Body. And that all this ſerves to il- 1 04 
luſtrate the Glory of that omuipotent Wiſdom, 14 
which hath placed them in this ſo excellent a Sub- 4 | 
ordination, is moſt viſible, without the Help of a | WA 
PerſpeRtive. When the Queen of Sheba ſaw the | 1 1 
Magnificeace and Regularity of $9/9m0z”s Court, 
ſhe brake out into an Admiration of his Wiſdom 2 1 
| And ſurely a far greater Occaſion is miniſtred to al.. 
thoſe who contemplate the admirable Order of the: [1 I 
Univerſe, with all Tranſportation of Soul to magni- 1 
ſy and adore the divine Diſpoſer of it, as we ſee 
frequently exemplified to us in the ſublime Raptures | 
of the holy Pſalmiſt, who never better, approves. his [4 | 
Right to be called. the /weet. ſinger f Hrael, than 18 
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4 "B* debaſe himſelf beneath the ve- oth 


and Dignity, to be the 
one jarring String in 


ry loweſt of the Creation. 4. 
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well feck both 10 plant and cheriſh, it in human Na- 
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6 The Gentleman's Calling. Se. I. 
this great Inſtrument ? to diſcompoſe this divine 


Melody, and become the only unprofitable uſeleſs 


Part of the Creation? ſhall thoſe whom God hath 
made little lower than the angels, ſubdue and debaſe 
their Natures beneath the very loweſt Rank of Crea- 
tires ? and ſhall this (not humble, but) ſordid Ex- 
inanition, be looked upon with Reverence, courted as 
4 Preferment ? This certainly is ſuch an Abſurdity, 
as wants nothing to its Confuration, but merely to 
be conſidered : And therefore, if Gentlemen would 


But ſoberly refle&, there is little Doabt but they 


would refipn at once their Chim, and their Valve of 
this ſo defaming a Piece of Honour; ſo abaſing an 
Exaltation. | 
9. We can let down ous 
The Devils them Thoughts cat one Step lower 
elves are never and that is into the bottomleſs 
le ; but afways Pit; and from thence ſure none 
laß and active to» will defire to fete a Precedent ; 
tart Man De- yet if he did, even that black 
uc lion. Region could not afford it. For 
| though it mult be confelled, 
thoſe accurfed Spirits accord not with the former 
Inſtances, in refed of the End of their Actions, 
yet they do in the Activity itſelf : Theirs is a buſy 


State, though to an ill Purpoſe : Satan goes to and 
fro in the earth, Job. ii. 2. and he walks about ſeek- _ 


ang whom he may droour, 1 Pet. v. 12. Tea he em- 
ploys all his Faculties too, makes diligent Uſe of all 
— Acutenefs and Dexterity, which. either his Na- 


ture or Experience have furniſhed him with, towards 


that End he purſues. So that it were 8 wronging, 
4 calumniating even of the very Devil, to charge 


kim with Idleneſs: Which, though it be a Sm 


which yields him ſach libera] Crops, that he may 


ture, 
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Sect. I. Of Yarieties of Callings. 7 
ture, yet he cannot offer ſuch Violence to his own, 
as to berome an Example of it. 

10. We may hence make à mea- 


fure, how ſcandalous. reproachful a Idleneſi'cans 
thing this is, which neither Heaven, 2% finda Fa. 


Earth, nor Hel itſelf will own, but front - 
is like an illegitimate Birth, diſclaini- ont the whole 
ed by all. How unreaſonable, nay '-{niver/e. 
bow infamous will it then be for 

thoſe to take up this expoſed Brat, to folter this 
Vice in their Boſoms, who have of all others the 
zreateft and moſt particular Obligation to deteſt ir, 
as having received the molt of thoſe Talents which 
engaged them to Action? And that fuck is the 
Gentleman's Condition, a ſlight laſpection will ferve 
to demonſtrate. | | | 


— ——_— ** * — _—— 
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>. 


| Sn 
Of Varieties of Callings. 


I. RJOW finee the univerſal 
Obligation, which is in- Tie more. J.. 
eumbent upon all, and renders it ſenti we have re- 
ſtrict Duty to have aCalling, reſts ceived, the great. 
on this undeniable Ground, Fliar er Improvement 
all Men, have received from God #*s expedied fron 
fome Abilities to actuate, ſome as. 
Talents to improve; it followy, 
by all Laws of Inference, that thoſe who lave re- 
etived the moſt of thefe, can of all others the leaſt 
reaſonably pretend to an Exemption, but muff on 
the contrary be acknowledged under the Conſtraint 
of the ſtronger and more numerous Ties, the gene- 
ral Duty, which herein lies upon all, extending and 
fpreading itſelf into ſeveral Branches, according to 
che Quality and Proportion of Mens Receipts. 
| - 2. Hence 
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The Centleman't Calling. Sect. IE. 
| 2. Hence it comes. to paſs, that 
Cod hath wiſe- Mens Callings and Employments be- 
ly aſſigned Men come ſo various, not only by the 


#6 Variety of free Choices of the ſeveral Men, 
Callings av but even by the Direction and Aſ- 
Empioymenti. ſignation of God and Nature, be- 


cavic one Man is furniſhed with an 
Ability which qualifes him for one Sort of Calling, 
another is by his diſtinct Propriety marked out for 
another. And hence alſo it is, that. thoſe Callings, 
which are diſtin& in ſeveral Perſons, may come to 
be united in one Man, ' becauſe the ſeveral Abilities, 
which conſtitute thoſe Callings, concurring in him, 
the Duties mult. by unavoidable Conſequence do ſo al- 


Jo. This is in ſome Degree obſervable in moſt Men, 


who, befides the general Powers common to Man- 
kind, do receive fome peculiar, in order to ſome 
fpecial End; and fo are obliged, not only to thoſe 
Exerciſes which belong indifferently to their whole 
Species, but to thoſe alfo for which they are indivi- 
dualty qualitied. Thus, thoſe whonr God hath call- 
ed to Chriſtianity, are by that impowered for thoſe 
Performances which. that holy Profeſſion exacts, and 
ſo have the Calling of Chriſtians ſuperadded to the 
other, which. either natural or civil Obligation had 
laid upon them; ſo that the ſame Man may have vas 
rious Callings, in relation to his differing Capacities, 
unleſs, as we diſtinguiſh Mens Souls into the vege- 
tative, the animal and the rational, which, in ſtrict- 
er ſpeaking may be ſaid to be only divers Operations 
of the ſame Soul; ſo in Truth what we term fe- 

veral Callings,. be but the ſame comprehenſive one, 
ſtretching itſelf into the ſeveral. Faculties of the Per- 
lon. | 
Gentlemen are ſo far from 3. 1 8 an 

having ngCalling, that they $0: cen e * 

nr n, +” ety. of the Phraſe, it 

en en nau, vill ſerve my End as 
; well 


| 
| Sea. Of Parieties of Callings. 9 
| well that they paſs for ſeveral, and the Application 


I ſhall make of it, is to ſhew thoſe who are unwill- 
ing to hear Then Calling at all, that they have Ob- 


lIigations indiſpenſible to more than one. They bave 
whatever can belong to them as Men, they have al» 
ſo what belongs to them as Chriſtians; and they 
have alfo a peculiar Addition appertaining to them 
as Gentlemen, that is by Interpretation thoſe who 
are diſtinguiſhed from the Vulgar, not only by emp- 
ty Names and airy Titles, but by real Donatives, = 
diſtributed to them by God as ſo many diſtinct Ad- | 
|  vantages, fertile and prolifcal Abilities, towards'the 
WER him in his expected Harveſt of Honour and 
Glory. 


cn. —— ra tr nn nn i Co Calls —_ — 


— — I ET C—_— ET 
— 


4. It is too much to be doubt- ; 
ed, many of them may need Ad- The Duties that | — R 
monition concerning the two for- concern us as TY 
mer of theſe Callings ; the Duties Menu and Chris a: 
even of Men, much more of Chri- flians art gene- el 4 
ſtians, being ſo far worn out of rally forgotten ö 1 
Practice, that they ſeem to be out. and worn out of 171 | 
of :Motpry too er 5 the ben  Prafics; TM 
all reflected on, it is with the ſame 11 | 
Scorn that the antiquated Habits of our Forefathers [HH | 
are, as things fit we 1 to dreſs a Man up an Object vin | 
of Laughter and Derifion. But this would be'too if FI 
| vaſt a Theme, and beſides is ſuperſeded by the'many 110 
pious Labouts of otbers. My Purpoſe therefore is I 
not to treat at all of them, otherwiſe than they I ! I 
{hall happen to be linked and interwoven, as in ma- 11% | 
ny Particulars they are, with the third, that of the 1 0 
Gentleman. | 111 14 
5. And here they need 141 1 
not fear that I mean to There are ſeveral pecu- U | 
put the Spade or Ham- Gar Ermployments that be- 10 
mer into their Hands, to /ong to Centlemenas ſuch. 141 
require them to become 11189 
| either | | |[1T WR3 
| | ; HE 
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10 The Gentleman” Calling, Sect. III. 
either Huſbandmen or Mechanicks: My whole De- 
{75 is founded in their Diſtinction from theſe, name- 
iy, in thoſe things wherein either in Kind or Degree 
they excel them. That many ſuch things there 
are, they will need no Monitor at another Tune, 
when the Queſtion is only of the Reverence and Re- 
ſpect due from ſuck their Inferiors: In ſuch Caſes 
every one can make large Scrolls and Catalogues 
(written, like Hueliel's Roll, within and without) of 
bis. Advantages and Preropatives, and {tretch them to 
the exacting the very laſt Mite of Tribute they can 
poſſibly pretend to. But let them remember, that 
God is as jealous of his Honour, as they can: be of 
their own : And therefore, as th y make thoſe Pre- 
eminencies Inſtruments of attracting Glory from 
thoſe below them, fo they muſt alſo of reverberat - 
ing and returning it home to that divine Power a- 
bove them, who beſtowed them to that End, and 
will not finally be deluded ; but if they will difap- 
point his primary Intention, that of having his 


_ Grace glorified ia their faithful Managers of thoſe 


Talents, they ſhall not be able to defeat his ſecond- 
ary, that of having his Juſtice magnified in the fa» 
tal Doom of ſuch ſlothſul Servants; if they will en- 


vy him the more agreeable Satisfaction of beſtowing 


Rewards, they cannot. defraud him of that (though 
interior, of executing Vengeance. 


_—_ —_—_— —_—_— 
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of the Gentieman's Advantages 
above others. 


n; I—_ 


The Particulars 


{IU T, to dwell no longer 


Atyantages pecit- 
A ages pec On generals, I ſhall de- 


lar to Centliinen 
are inflanced in, 


ſeend to particularize thoſe Ad- 
are ſe- 
vered 


vantages by winch they 
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11 Gentlemens Advantages. Sect. III. 
vered and diſcriminated from the Vulgar, and which 
conſeqvently by being peculiar to them, devolve 
on them an Obligation of a diſtiuct Duty. And here 
ſhall be careful to prevent Diſpute, and therefore 
take in none but What are ſo obvious, as to be uni- 
verſally acknowledged: and then having my Pre- 
miſſes granted, I ſhall hope they will not betray 
themſelves ſuch ill Logicians, as to reſiſt or diſclaim 
the Concluſion. | 70 ages 9 2 

2. I begin with that Advantage e 
which they are earlieſt poſſeſſed of, 1. The Advan- 


CS 


that of an ingenuous and refined tage of a /ibe- 


Education ; of which, I hope, val and inge 
none that bath had it, will ſo far nt  EAducas 
confute the Ethcacy, as to deſpiſe fin. 
aud under value it. What the A- o 
poſtle urges in a higher Argument, Rom. ix.-may be 
applicable here. Meus Minds are naturally of the 
ſame Clay : Education is the Potter's Hand and 
Wheel, that forms them into Veſſels of Honour or 
Diſhonour. And though Experience ſhews us, it is 
too poſſible for Men to deface thoſe nobler Impreſ- 
tons which they have thus received, yet that makes 
it not ceaſe to be in itſelf a mot eſtimable Bleſſing, 
any more than that Excellency of God's Image 
wherein Man was created, could be defaced by his 
Fall, It is certain there is no human Means more 
eflectuat towards the refining and ſharpening Mens 
Intellects, giving them an Edge and Quickneſs; and 
that the more, becauſe it takes them in that Age 
wherein their Faculties are, as their Joints, -pliant 
and tractable, and ſo capable of being by Exerciſe im- 
proved into great Degrees both of Strength and Ac- 
tivity. This Advantage the meaner Sort, generally 
want, the Expencefulneſs of ſuch a Breeding ſets it 
beyond their Reach: The Indigence of whoſe Con- 
dition doth on the contrary determine their Purſuits 
10 
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12 Ve Centleman's Calling. Sect. II. 


to that only which may bring them in a Subſiſt - 


ence, ſaſtens them to the Shop or Plough, and ſo 
leaves their Minds uncultivated and unapt for thoſe 
more excellent Productions which the happier Inſti - 
tut ion of Gentlemen enables them for; as we fee it 


obſerved hy the Wiſe Man, Ecclus. xxxvii. 25. to 


the End of that Chapter. | | | 
3. A ſecond Advantage is that 
2. The Avan- of Wealth, which to Gentlemen 
tage of Wealth ſeems to be as it were rained down 
amd Rich? s. 

the Plenty and the Eaſtneſs of its 
Acquiſition. Fair Patrimonies, large Inheri tances 


deſcend on them without one Drop of their Sweat, 


one Minute's Toil or Solicitude,.as if they were the 


undoubted Heirs of the J/raz/ites Bleſſing, Suceeſſors 


in their Canaum, who were to fof/o/s houſes ull of 


all good things, which they filled not, and wells dige 


ged, which they digged-not, vineyards and olive trees, 
whiehthey planted not, as it is, Deut. vi. 11. The 
Poet hath placed it in the Front of his Inventary, 
the prime Ingredient in the compleateſt Felicity of 
this Liſe, Res ian parta labore, ſed relicmu: Where- 
as, on the other ſide, the lower Rank of Men fetch 
their mere Neceſſaries out of the Earth, which be- 
ing as it were hardened and petriſied by Adam's Sin, 


mult be molliſied and ſuppled with their Sweat, be- 
fore it will become penetrable, will not yield them 


Food, but gives them alſo a Portion of Sorrow with 


it. They muſt ſirſt be torn with thoſe Thorns and 

Briars which cover her Surface, before they car. | 
fetch Nouriſnment out of her Bowels ; they mul; | 
duy their Bread with their Sweat, as if they had en. 
groſſed the Penalty of their firſt Fathers Sin, 
whilſt Gentlemen ſweat only at the Engagement of | 


their Sports, or by the Direction of the Phyſician, 
BF he abe de 


from the Clouds, both in reſpect oſ 


Sect. III. GCentlemens Advantages. 


13 


to digeſt their Fulneſs of Bread. Which every one 


muſt confeſs a ſufficient Inequality. 
4. A third is that of Time. This 


depends by Way of Conſequence on 3. The Ad. 
the former. For God having made vantage of 
ſuch liberal Proviſions for them, thus Time and 
revented them with the Bleſſings of his Leiſure. 


Goodneſs, they can have no Need to 

employ their Time to gain that Wherewith they al- 
ready abound; and ſo being exempted from that one 
devouring Expence of it, have a great Stock to be- 
ſtow on other more excellent Purpoſes :'_ Whereas 
the poor Man hath ſcarce any vacant Minute, or 
ſuch as he can call his own. They are all foreſtall- 
ed by thoſe preſſing Neceſſities which lie unremove- 
able upon him. His Day- hours are challenged by 
his Labour, his Nights by his Relt ; and the ſatisfy- 
ing of theſe Clauns fo neceſſary, that his own Sup- 


port, perhaps that alſo of a numerous Family, de- 


pends upon it; and therefore he may not attempt 
to defeat them. So that if Time be to be account- 
ed a Treaſure, as undoubtedly it is, here is a ſecond 
Sort of Poverty to which he is expoſed, as a Re- 
fult of the former; and another manifeſt Incquali» 
ty between him and the Gentleman. 

5. A fourth is that of Authority, 


by which I mean not that which be- 
longs to thoſe who are advanced to 
publick Office ; for that being peculiar 
to {ome few only, will not bear a di- 


4. The Ads 
vantage of 
Power and 
Authority. 


{tin& Part in my preſent Conſideration: 
But 1 — by it that more private Influence 
which Gentlemen generally have on thoſe that are 
their Dependents. And this alſo may be reckoned 
an Effect of the ſormer, their Wealth: For in Pro- 
portion to that, the Number of Sewants, Tenants 
and Penſioners, (yea, perhaps of Friends too) is to 
Vol. III. B | 
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14 The Gentleman'”s Calling. Set. III. 


be meaſured. And over all theſe they have ſome- 
what (though not of abſolute deſpotical Dominion, 
yet) of Sway and Prevalency. On the other Side, 
the poor Man's Authority is bounded within the {| 
narrow Circuit of his little Cottage, being in Effect 
no other than the Propagation of that Power Na- 
ture hath given him over his own Body, to thoſe 
Branches which ſpring frem it, his C hildren; and 
to that Scion which is ingrafted into it, his Wife. 
And if he ſhall but peep out of this little pr ucipali- | 
ty, attempt to. enl. arge his Territor ies, and preſer ibe 
to any Foreigner, he will ſoon be taught how little 
his Power is acknowledged, and conſequently how | 
great a Diſtance he ſtands in this Particular alſo 
from the Gentleman. | 
6. The fifth is that -of Reputation 
s. The Ad. and Eſteem; which, as the World | 
wantage of goes, is a Shadow that waits only on 
Eſteem and the greater Bodies. Wealth and Ho- 
Reputation. nour are the Things that render any 
Perſon conſiderable amongſt Men, pre- 
are them with an Aptneſs to embrace his Dictates, 
to conſider his Counſels, to tranſcribe his Copies. 
And though now it often falls out to be an unjuſt 
Meaſure, yet perhaps it may have no ovjull Origi- 
nal. For if ſuch Perſons did make uſe of theſe Ad- 
vantages they have, to make thcir· Minds as rich as 
their Fortunes, this were but their Due. And 
therefore if it be paid them upon this Svppoſition, 
it is they only that are guilty of the Injuſtice, by 
defeating the Ground of it. But by what Tenor 
ſoever they hold it, it is ſure it may be made an apt 
Inſtrument to many good Purpoſes, and therefore 
well deſerves to be accounted into the Number of 
their Advantages. But now it you look on the 
or Man, you fhall ſee him loaded with Contempts, 


0 
Som which no inward Excellencies he poſſeiſes can 
reſcue 
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Sect. III. Gentlemens Advantages, 15 


that it ſeems the Fate of it is infectious, and calts 


reſcue him. It is the Obſervation of the wiſeſt of 
Men, that the poor man's wiſdom is deſpiſed, Eceleſ. 
ix. 16. So hated and ſcorned a thing is Poverty, 


Reproach upon the molt eſtimable Things that coha- 
bit with it. The World is ſo full of Inſtances- of this 
Truth, that we need go no higher than our own 
Times. But if we ſhould look back, we may find one 
as ancient as Job, who in his own Perſon experiment- 


ed theſe diſtant Effects of Proſperity and Adverſity. 


While he was in a flouriſhing Condition, uen gave 
ear to him, and waited and. kept ſilence at his couns 


fel. After his words they ſpate not again, and his 


ſpeech dropped on them, Job xxix. 21, 22. But in 


the next Chapter we find the Scene quite changed, 
and this reverenced and adored Perſon is become a 


ſong and a by-word to the baſeſt of mes. I ſhall rea- 


dily acknowledge this injurious treating of the Poor 
to be a great Barbariſm. But though there can no- 
thing be inferred from it as de jure, yet its being ſo 
de facto, proves all Lam about to aſſert, viz. the 
great. Unevenneſs that is (in this Inſtance, as well 
as the former) between Gentlemen and their Infe- 
riors. | 
7. Having giver this Schedule: 

of undeniable Privileges they en- All theſe Advan- 
joy, I ſhall, before I proceed fur- tapes are beſtow- 
ther, beſeech them here to make ed on Gentlemen 
a Stand, and foberly to conſi- to improve, and 
der, whether it be imaginable, zo! to abuſe, or 
that God hath put ſo many ex- miſemploy. 
cellent Inſtruments of Action in- 

to their Hands, only to make them leſs active? 
That were to accuſe the divine Wiſdom of ſuch 
an unſkilful Kind of Managery as the ſhallowe(t hu- 
man Providence falls not under. Will any of them 
be at the Care and Expence to furniſh a Servant 
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16 The Gentleman's Calling. Sect. IV. 


with all Materials and Utenſils for Work, with no 
other Deſign but that he may ſpend his Time either 
in Slecp or Riot ? If they will not, 1 ſhall aſk how 
they would like a Servant that ſhould fo abſurdly 
pervert their Intentions? And, according to the 


Anſwer they give to that, leave them to conclude 


of their own Acceptableneſs with their great Ma- 
ſter, who not only in a ſingle Inſtance, but in an ha- 
bitual Courſe, behave themſelves as prepoſterouſly. 
T cannot ſee how ſuch a Reflection, if made with a- 
ny Seriouſneſs, can miſs of being attended with a 
ſevere Self-condemnation. And then that being fo 
E a Baits and Ground-work, ſhould, methinks, 

y a Kind, even of natural Energy, invite them to 
ſuperſtruct on it more noble and Chriſtian Purpoſes ; 
that they who are ſo apt to expect Adoration from 
others, fo willing to be idolized, may not yet any 
longer be willing to be indeed Idols (have mouths, 
and ſpear not, &c. P/al. cxxxv. as many unactive 
Powers as thoſe have Organs) but may rather aſpire 
to ſome Degree of Reſemblance to that divine Ef- 
fence, whoſe Operations are as inceſſant as excel- 
lent, and by an unintermitted Induſtry in employing 
thoſe Advantages God hath put into their Hands, 
anſwer his Deſign in beſtowing them. 


SS CF. IV. 


The Branches of his Calling founded in the firſt Ad- 
vantage, that of Education. 


1. J Preſume it is by this time ren- 
That Centle- dered ſufficiently evident, that 
2 Gentleman hath a Calling; it is now 
ſeaſonable to advance, and ſhew what 
that is. And of this the Ground hath 


already been laid in the laſt _ 
Y 


men Habe 4 
C alling, and 
what it Is. 


Sect. IV. Advantage of Education. 17 


by the Enumeration of theſe peculiar Advantages he 
poſſeſſes; Which being thoſe Talents committed to 
his Managery, his Calling will be the moſt exactly 
anatoinized and diſtributed into its Parts, by unfold- 
ing thole ſcveral Branches of his Receipts, and ex- 
anining what Improvements each ci them is capable 
of, which as ſo many diſtinct Limbs make up the en- 
tire Body of his Calling. 

2. This I ſhall do, not only in the groſs, but ſe- 
verally, through every one of them ; and ſhall taks 
the liberty of doing it, with the Addition of a 
double Reflexion; the one on the contrary Practice, 
the other on the Pleaſure and Satisfaction that will 
infallibly attend the Diſcharge of this Duty. 

3. ] begin with that of their Edu- 
cation ; the former Part whereof 
commonly commences as timely as 
the firit Exerciſes of their Reaſon. 
It is fo creditable a thing to have 
Children put into an early Nurture, 
that there are few Parents ſo careleſs of their own 
Reputation, as to neglect it, but do either by them- 
ſelves or {ome others, to whoein they aiſign the 
Charge, put them under ſuch. a Diſcipline as may 
break their natural Rudeneſs and Stubbornneſs, mould 
them into ſome Form of Civility, and teach them 
chat firſt fundamental Leſſon of Obedience on which 
all future Inſtructions muſt be built. 
huge Advantage, not only towards the ſucceeding 
Parts of Education, but toward the Regularity of 


Eaucaticn the. 
firſt Adoan- 


to Centle men, 


the whole Lite. For by having their infant Paſhons 


thus checked and bridled, they become more tame 
and governable ever after. The next Part of Edu- 


cation is Erudi tion and Inſtruction, and under a Suc- 
Scarce a- 
ny that owns the name of Gentleman, but will com- 


ceſſion of this they are for many Years. 


mit his Sou to the Care of ſome Tutor, either at 


B 3 home 


lage pecu liar” 
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18 The Gentlemar's Calling. Sect. N. 
home or abroad, who at firſt inſtils thoſe Rudiments 

roper- to their tender Years, and as Ape niatures 
their Parts, ſo advances his Lectures, till he have let 
them into thoſe ſpacious Fields of Learning which 
will afford them both Exerciſe and Delight. This 
is that Tree of Knowledge upon which there lies no 
Interdict; which inſtructs not, as that in Eden did, 
by fad and coſtly Experience, but by fair and ſate 


Intuitions, and may well be looked on as a princi- 


I Plant in that Paradiſe wherein God hath. placed 
this Rank of Men. | 
4. Theſe two Parts of Education 
which quali- united, qualify a Man for many excel- 
Fer them. for tent Purpoſes. ' It will be impoſſible 
any excel to enumerate all, becauſe a Mind thus 
jert Furps- ſubdued and cultivated, muſt yet owe 
fes > the Opportunities of many Actions to 
outward Circumſtances and Occaſions, 


which being various and accidental, can with no 


Certainty be brought into the Account. But abſ- 
tracting from theſe, there are divers more intrinſick 
Benefits, which nothing but a Man's {elf can fru- 
ſtrate ; and thoſe alone I ſhall inſiſt on. 

F. Firſt, a Man thus educated' 
he Underſtand. is better prepared to reſiſt all Er- 
ing i there) rors that may invade his Under- 
cteltivated and -\tanding: His diſcerning Faculty is 


improved, more nimble and agile, can ſudden- 


y ſurround a Propoſition, and diſ- 
ha 0 | * — * 
cover the infirm and feeble Parts; and ſo is not to 


be impoſed vpon by fuch flight Sophiſms as capti- 
vate whole Herds of the Vulgar. This Advantage, 
it is apparent, he hath, and it is his Duty to make 

fir to examine cautiduſly the Grounds of an. 


ule o 
Opinion, before he give up bis Aſſent to it, and not 
to betiay his Reaſon, either to his Sloth, by ne- 
glecting to give it a competent Diſcuſſion ; or to his 


- latereſt, by electing Tenets rather by their Profit- 


ablencis 


Sea. IV. Alvuntage of” Education, I9 
ableneſs than their Truth. This certainly is the 
leaſt that is ſuppoſable to be required of them in this 
Particular; and ſure it is ſo moderate an Injunction, 
as the moſt mutinous Humour can have no Tempta- 
tion to quarrel at. For who could think him a ſe- 
vere Impoſer, who having furniſhed a Man with a 
Light to direct him through ſome dark Paſſage, 
Mould only require him not to blow it out? 
6. And as he hath this Advantage 

in reſpect of his Underſtanding, ſo which con- 
hath he, in the ſecond Place, in re- duceth much 
lation to his Will; which, though Zo the well 
it be a free Faculty, and conſequently inciining 
cannot be forcibly determined to any and di/þ9+ 


thing, yet it is capable of Perſuaſions ſing of the 


and Inducements, and is uſually bend- V,, 
ed and inclined by them. It muſt 
therefore be a fair Step towards the rectify ing of the 


Will, „hen the Intellect is ſtored with Arguments 


and Incentives to Goodneſs. And this Learning muſt 
be ſuppoſed to provide for, unleſs we will exclude 
ont of the Scheme both Morality and Divinity 
for cach of theſe will yield Variety of ſuch Argu- 
ments. Morality will preſent Virtue as perfectly 
amiable in itſelf, and ſo fit to be embraced for its 
own ſake: And not only fo, but alſo as highly pro- 
fitable and advantageous to us, as being that which. 

ives the ſublimeſt Perfection to. our Natures, the 
oerteſl Reſt and Tranquillity to our Minds; and 


in a word, a full Satisfaction to all qur rational Ap- 


petites. Divinity confirms all this, and ſuperadds 
what infinitely tranſcends it, the Aſſurance of thoſe 
2ternal and glorious Rewards in another World. 
And theſe ſurely are ſuch tempting Allectives, as 
are very proper to attract the Will to chuſe what 
appears thus excellent, thus deſirable, provided they 
be juſtly repreſented to it. And the doing that, the 

| preſſing 
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preſſing theſe Motives home upon the Will, and 
that in Refutation of all the contrary deceivable 
Pretenſions of Vice, is the urlt Part of their Obli- 
gation. But then there is allo a ſecond, and that 
is, that they permit themſelves to be perſuaded by 
ſuch efficacious Arguments, asd actually conform 
their Wills to theſe Dictates of their Underſtand- 
ing, that is, that they really and effectually be ſuch 
Men as their Education directs and requires them to 


be: Which being the Work of their Wills, it will 


be abſurd to plead Impoſſibility or Infirmity, ſince 
it is manifeſt they may if they will; which is ſuch 2 
Degree of Liberty as ſerves in all other Inſtances to 
denominate a Man a tree Agent, and {uch as all Pu- 
niſnments and Rewards, both divine and human, are 
founded on. 

7. A third Advantage is in rela- 
tion to his Affections; which being 
the inferior and more brutiſh Part 
of the Man, are yet ſo impetuous 
and aſſuming, that they are very 
apt to uſurp the Dominion over 
the nobler Faculties; and Where they gain it, the 
Event is anſwerable to what we ſee in States, where 
the common Peeple have wreſted the Sceptre, all 1s 
put into Coutulion. Now that which may prevent 
theſe civil Broils in the Soul, and ſecure the Govern- 
ment to the proper Sovereign, may be well reputed 


and ts t he right 
by ordering and 
7 " it 7 
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an Advantage. And to this nothing merely human 


is more conducing than Education. For, firſt, that 
early Diſcipline which we preſumed, one Part of it 
_ a Bridle in the Mouths. of theſe head-{trong 
Pallions, which by many repeated Acts of Reſtraint, 
at Jaſt forget their native Ferity, and become more 
calm and tractable, But then Erudition compleats 
this Conquelt, backs this unruly Beaſt, and by a 
dextrous Managery, not only reſtrains, but guides 


him, 


— ——— er 
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him, and makes him ſerve to many uſeful Purpoſes, 
renders theſe mutinous Rebels not only captivated 
Slaves, but good Subjects, obedient to the Laws of 
Reaſon. All this Education is of itſelf aptly diſpo- 
{ed to do, if Men will not take the Beaſt's Part againſt 
it, encourage him to plunge till he have thrown 
the Rider. And all that is in this Particular re- 
quired of them, is but to hold faſt thoſe Reins that 
are thus put into their Hands, to keep their Affections 
in ſuch a juſt Subjection, that they may receive, not 
give Laws. Thus we fee the Influence which Edu- 
ducation hath on all the eſſential Parts of a Man's 
Mind. And were it here ſo immured and cloſed up, 
that it could make no Sallies at all thence, did the 
Soul, hke Gideor's Fleece ingroſs all this precious 
Dew; yet whilſt that received ſuch liberal Intuſttons, 
it would irrefragably evince this to be no mean in- 
conſiderable Advantage. Rut it is indeed impoſſible 
it ſhould be fo conſined; for if it be permitted to 
make theſe- Impreſſions within, as Heat in the 
Centre fails not to diffuſe itſelf to the Circumfe- 
rence ; fo certainly will it extend and manifeſt itſelſ 
in the more viſible Effects; all the Products and E- 
manations of a Mind thus regulated will own theit 
Original, bear the Image of their Parent. a 
8. And ficlt, his Behaviour will be 
affable and civil, not inſolent and The Benefits 
imperious; as one that knows Hu- whereof ap- 
maniry and Gentleneſs is a common pear, I. In 
Debt to Mankind, and therefore will the Afabiti- 
not think fit to contract or dam up ty andOblig- 
his Civility into ſo narrow a Com- ingneſi of 
paſs, that it ſhall ſwell into Compli- their Beba. 
ment and mean Flattery towards thoſe vir. 
above, and not ſuffer one Drop to 
deſcend on thoſe beneath him; but diſperſe its 
Streams ſo that all Channels may be filled with it. 
d It 
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22 The Gentleman's Calling. Set. IV. 
It 18 true, the Depth of ſome will require a greater 
} . | 1 . 
| roportion to that Filling than others; and there it 
is not to be doubted but he may be more liberal; on- 


| ly in the mean time the dhatlower are not to remain 
1 


Let the Inequality be ſuck as proceeds only 
from the Capacities of the Subjects, not from the 
Partiality of the Agent, aud he prevaricates no Part 
of his Duty in this Matter. 

| 9. Secondly, his Words will be 
2. In the Civi- temperate and decent, the Pro- 
ity of their duct of judgment, not of Rage. 
Speech and Lau- For he that hath calmed his Paſ- 


 Fuage. tons hath nothing to betray him 


Aptneſs of it to the Perſons to whom it is addret- 


ne to raſh, angry or rude Language: 
This is a Foam which is caſt up only by the Billows 
of a turbulent tempeſtuous Mind; and can never be 
the Iſſues of a ſerene compoſed Temper. To this 
it is but proportionable that they be alſo weighty 
and material. I wi/* nan words, faith the Son of 
Sirach, are weeghed in the balance ; and therefore he 
that hath improved his Education to that Pitch of 
Proficiency, will ſurely look his Diſcourſe be ſuch 
as may anſwer that Character, which muſt at the 
leaſt ſuppoſe it to have ſomething of Solidity, no 
Man ever attempting to put Froth and Bubbles in- 
to the Scales. And not only ſo; but it muſt alſo 
preſume ir to have ſomething of Uſe and Value; 
for who ever takes pains to weigh what, for its Uſe- 
leſsneſs and Meanneſs, he intends to caſt out as Re- 
fule ? And both theſe Qualifications are very eſſen- 
tial Parts of a Gentleman's Dialect, the one oppoſed 
to light and fooliſh, the other to unſeaſonabſe Diſ- 
courſe. For as the one hath nothing of Weight 
(unleſs it be that of a Burden to the Hearers) ſo 
the other can have nothing of Uſe, nor conſequent- 
ly of Worth, that being to be meaſured by the 


ſed. 
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ſed. It ſhonld be the Endeavour of thoſe whom 
God hath endoed with Knowledge, to convey as 
much of Benefit and Inſtruction to others as th 


can: In order wherennto it is neceſſary they adapt 


their Speech to the Capacities of thoſe they treat 
with, otherwiſe, let them diſcourſe never ſo elabo- 
rately, they will rather confound than edify, and 
appear to affe& more to boaſt than communicate 
their Knowledge. 

10. Laſtly, His Employments will | 
be worthy and ingenuous. A Man 3. In the 
that hath this inward Nobility of Choice of 
Mind ſuperadded to that of his Birth, worthy and 
will abhor to buſy himſelf viciouſly /aitable Em 
or impertinently; he hath thoſe Qua- ployments. 
lifications which render him uſeſul, and 
he muſt give himſelf thoſe Exerciſes whereby he may 
become the moſt eminently ſo. If by juſt Authori- 
ty he be aſſigned to any publick Charge, he is to 


embrace it chearfully, not as a Prize either to Am- 


bition or Covetouineſs, but as an Opportunity of 
Virtue ; a Sphere wherein he may move the moſt 
vigorouſly in the Service of God and his Country. 
But this happening but to few, it is neceffary he 
have ſome other Reſcrve of Action. And ſuch, ſure- 
ly, he that induſtriouſly deſigns it, cannot want: 
W herein though perhaps his Tnfluence will not be ſo 
general as in that, yet it may fall very auſpiciouſly 
on many. And when all thoſe Occaſions are exhauſt- 
ed too, when all direct Operations arc at a ſtand, 
he may yet betake him to the reflexed, employ his 
Activity upon himſelf, which will always remain a 
proper Object of his Induſtry, he being, though a 
rich, yet {till ſuch an improveable Soil, as will en- 
courage and reward his Huſbandry, though never 
ſo often repeated. And now I ſhall preſume it ap- 
parent, that Education is a molt ineſtimable 1 rea- 

ure, 
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fore, a precious Mine that contains ſo many rich 
Veins. O, why ſhould any that poſſeſs it, ſuffer 
themſelves to be poor, merely for want of Dili- 
gence in digging out the Ore ! | 
11. And would to God that 
But Gentlemen were an impertinent Complaint, 
row do commun- ſuch as none were concerned in. 
ly defeat. all But they that look ou the Manners 
theſe good Ends of many that have had this happy 
of their Educa» Inſtitution, will find too great 
tion © Cauſe to wonder and bewail, that 
{o hopeful a Seed-time ſhould pro- 
duce ſo flender, nay, ſo degenerate a Crop: As 
if Job's Curſe were here exemplified, 70 xxxi. 
40. Thiſtles to grow inſtead of wheat, and cockle iu- 
ſtead of barley. Plutarch tells us of a Voice frozen 
In the midſt of a River, that became andible by the 
Thaw, and applies it to moral Precepts taught in 
Youth, but actuated by Age. The Simile ſpeaks 
him to have lived in better Times: For in theſe 
the Voice diſſolves with the Ice, leaves not ſo much 
as an Echo behind it. Men now make it the Buſi- 
neſs of their riper Years to unravel, not the Fol- 
lies, but the Learning of their Youth: No ſooner 
are they got from under the Diſcipline of others, 
but the firſt Act of it they exerciſe is upon thoſe 
Notions-which have been inſtilled into them. And 
here they are ſuch ſevere Lictors, that the mildeſt 
Infliction is to gag and bind them, deprive them 
both of Voice and Motion. Nor are they ordinari- 
ly ſatisfied with this, but as if they feared they 
would, like impatient Captives, watch fome Ad- 
vantage to break looſe again, their final Doom is 
Oſtraciſm, they and their Lineage; all ſober Coun- 
ſels derived from them are utterly expelled, fo total. 
ly razed out of their Minds, that not the leaſt Foot- 


ſteps of them remain. And all this under the Name 
X of 
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of Pedantry, a Title which it is probable their great 
Averſeneſs to their Teachers ſuggeſts to them, as the 
moſt pathetick Reproach; as if they meant now to 
be revenged on Learning and Tutor together, for at- 
tempting to make them wile againſt their Wills. 

12. And now when the Root is thus ſtockt up, 
there is little Expectation of Fruit. And therefore 
that he ſhall here look for thoſe fore-mentioned Ef- 
fects of Education, will be more diſappointed, than 
Chriſt ſeemed to be by the Fig-tree ; that, though 
fruitleſs, ot afforded leaves. But here we are not 
to hope for ſo much, no Sign that ever there was 
ſuch a Plant in the Soil. Let ns briefly review thoſe 
Severals, and ſee what of them is ordinarily to be 
met with. | | 

12. And firſt, for the reſiſting of 
Errors, we uſually find Gentlemen For, 1//, They 
no Heroes in this Point : Their 2g/20& the {ae 
Underſtandings are as pliant and provement of 
ſeducible,- as thoſe who never had their Under- 
their Means of fortifying them. landing, except 
And it they do indead reject Er- it be inthe Prin- 
rors, it is commonly by the ſame ciplesef Siu an 
Engine wherewith they caſt of Vanity; _ © 
Truth, viz. their Inconfideration  _ 8 
of both, as not being able to endure ſo much Seri- 
ouſneſs and Intention of Mind, as may ſerve to enter 
them of any Opinion. They have tranſplanted their 
diſcerning Faculty from their Intelle& to their Sen- 
ſes, and find it there ſo full, ſo inceſſant Employ- 
ment; that it can never be at leiſure to revert to 
ſcholaſtick Diſquiſitions. They can diſcern exactly 
the moſt minute Error in their Garment, hold their 
Artificer moſt rigidly to the Laws of the Mode, are 
malt exquiſite .Judges in all that relates to Van 
or Pleaſure, and can they ever think fit to trouble 
their Heads (whoſe leaſt Lock muſt not for a World 
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be diſturbed) with abſtruſer Speculations, who have. 
found out ſo much more eaſy Exerciſe of their Fa- 
culties? If any ſhall think this Character partakes 
of the Satire, I ſhall beſeech him to compare it with 
the true State of our young Gallants in this Point, 
and then, upon the ſame Actount that cold and 
feanty Praiſes go for Detraction, I ſhall expect this 
very imperfect and par tial Accuſation may paſs for 
2. Panegyrick. 

14. Next, for the Regulation of- 
evhereby their their Wills, that Advantage depends 
Wills are cor- ſo much on the former, that of their 
rupted into a Underſtandings, that what evacuates 
Diſlikeof ir- that, muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed to 
tue and Love do the ſame for this alſo. It is not 
of Vice ; imaginable that he who hath defaced 

| all his Principles, whether moral or 
divine, or at leaſt never revolves or conſiders them, 
ſhould receive any Influence. from them, fince they 
operate not but by a diſtinct Application. And here 
ſhould I aſk many Gentlemen, when they ever ſo 
much as attempted any thing of this Sort, I fear 
they would be forced to quarrel at the Incivility of 
the Queſtion, to evade the Neceſſity of anſwering 
it. But God knows, their Actions ſpeak too loud, 
that their Buſineſs is to.obey, not to preſcribe ; to 
fulkl, not to regulate their Wills. Nay indeed, it 
is too frequent, that, inſtead of conforming their | 
Wills to their Principles, they model and transform 
their Principles to their Wills, herein verifying 
Ariſtst {e's Obſervation, that Pleaſures are corruptive 
of Principles. And ſo by this one Art of Inver- 
ſion the Face of things is quite changed; Virtue, 
which their Books repreſented to them as lovely and 
honourable, is now thought to have-gained that 
Luſtre only by the Flattery and Varniſh of- the 
Painters, and ſo is decried as the moſt unamiable, 
deſpicable 
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Seat. V. Advantage of Educatiun. 27 
deſpicable Creature : And on the other Side, all the 
contrary Vices are taken from under that black 
Veil Philoſophers or  Divines have put upon them, 
and are fur biſhed and trimmed up, ſet to open View 


as the moſt ſplendid glorious things, the moſt adorn» 


ing Accompliſhments of a Gentleman, - 
15. And to ſecure this Tranſ- 


mutation, even God himſelf muſt and to /uch a De- 


have his Part in it, be conclud- gree, as togueſtion 
ed to have been all this while either the Prime 
miſrepreſented in thofe Charac- er Being of Cod. 
ters of Purity and Juſtice his 3 


Word has made of him, and to have laid no ſuch 
ſevere Reſtraints npon Men, as that tells us of. That 


Temperance, Chaſtity, Self-denial, Mortiſication, 
&c. were but the Creations of ſome e 
Recluſes, who would then enviouſly impoſe thoſe 
Bands upon others, wherewith they had fooliſhly 
fettered themſelves ; that God is more indulgent to 
Mens Appetites, which they may fatiate here as 
they pleaſe, without thoſe future Dangers Preachers 
fright them with. That this is the new genteel Di- 
vinity, we need not appeal to Mens Lives, their 
Words openly proclaiming it, not without much 
Scorn and Contempt of their eaſy Simplicity, who 
govern themſelves by the other. Yet as if this 


would uot ſufficiently 7 for Impiety, as if 


they were conſcious of that Abſurdity, which in- 


deed there is in defining God an Abettor and Fa- 


vourer of Vice, many have advanced a Step higher, 
taking a more compendious Courſe, and ſince they 
cannot bring God over to their Party, make him 
ſuch as will ſerve their Turn, will unmake him, by 
becoming flat Atheiſts. Of this there are too too 
many Inſtances, and it is to be feared will be many 


more, whilſt to all other ſenſual Allurements that 


Opinion makes to its Profelites, this is added, that 
C 2 33 
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| it is become a creditable Thing, the Badge and Sig- 


nature of a modern Wit, thus to be one of Da- 
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5 vid's Fools, in ſaying, There is ud Cod. 
a „ 16. In the next place, let us 
3 . Their Afettions deſcend to the Affections, and 
F is hereupon become Tee what Effect of their Educa- 
4 i bruti/h, irregu- tion is diſcernible there. And 
5 1 Aar, and diſorder- truly that ſeems to be no other, 
4 i I; : than what is obſervable of a 
” ö Dam, but to intercept the Courſe 
þ of ſome rapid Stream, which, ſo ſoon as it is either 


removed or borne down, the Torrent guſhes with ſo 


n * 
I 
1 . 
S 


. 1 much the greater Violence for 2 had that Op- 
2 1 ee : So here, when the Reſtraints, Which 
5 1 idled their Minority, are taken off, their Paſſions 
* i Well to a higher Degree of Impetuoſity, they ceaſe 
7 3 to be Boys and Men together, the Man is diſmount- 
5 5 ert, loſes the reins, and is dragged whither the Fu- 
=_ | ry of the Beaſt directs. A ſad Change, yet daily too 
—_ viſible in many: For alas, what is more ordinar 
—_ than to ſee Gentlemen under the Dominion of thoſe 
= 1 britiſh Appetites Sometimes tranſported by a 
_—_ Rage to the greateſt Indecencies, nay Dangers 3 
2 il | fometimes. hurried by a Luſt, like the poſſeſt 

1 Perſon, Mark ix. 22. through. Fire and Water, 


the moſt deſperate deſtructive Attenipts, and 
have nothing but Rottenneſs and Diſeaſe as the final 
Prize of all thofe difficult Adventures; ſometimes 
drowned in ſwiniſn Intemperance; and ſometimes 

ain intombed in the Earth, buried as it were alive 


—_— | by fordid Covetouſneſs, as if they meant to tran» 
—_— | ſeribe, though not the Innocence, yet the Sufferings 
—_— | of the primitive Chriſtians, in being torn in Pieces 
* | by wild Beaſts. Oh! that they might once be 
—_ brought to relinquiſh this abſurd Fortitude, that 


thoſe who laugh at the Precept of !urning the other 
cheek, Matth.. v. 39. would not here infinitely * 


| 1 
| — 


+ * ERAS 4 * 
K - Th Y F 4 
* * 
WES... d 
— L 


* 


dect. V. Atvantage of Education. 29 
act it; and give up themſelves to be. buffeted, yea 
ſlaughtered by theſe their crueleſt Enemies, nor be 
ſuch Platonick Lovers of Martyrdom, as to chuſe 
only this, whereto there is no Crown annexed but 


"what is worn in the Kingdom of Darkneſs. 


17. And now ſince we are thus | 
to ſeek of theſe inward Effects, their Behaviour 
we can with no Reaſon hope for proud and impe- 
any of thoſe outward, which are rious towards 
the Reſults and Conſequences of their Iuferiors,, 
theſe. And then it will be 10 fattering and 
wonder to obſerve Gentlemen be- diffembling to- 
have themſelves diſdainfully and wards their Bet 
imperiouſly, as if they could not fern; 
jet a juſt Value on themſelves ; 
without” the unjuſt Contempt of others. It is true” 
indeed, this is commonly a Wind that blows but 
one Way, down the Hill, only upon thoſe below: 
them, upwards they breat he gentler Gales ; it be- 
ing one of their moſt ſtudied Faculties, to perform 
all Acts of the molt ſupererogating Civility to thoſe 
above them. But when that Civility is throughly 
ſcanned, it Will prove a greater Injury than the con- 
trary Rudeneſs; it is made up of ſuch hollow Profeſ- 
ſons, ſuch groſs Flatteries as are much worſe than 
Reproaches, nay ſeldom fail to be actually ſeconded 
with them; there being nothing more uſual than to 
revile and deride thoſe at a Diſtapce, whom, when 
preſent, they admire and adore. And theſe now be- 
come ſach eſſential and indiſpenſible Parts of Good- 
breeding, that the Want of either inevitably-betrays. 
a'Man to the Title of a Silly Ruſtick ; Flateries and. 
Deſpilings being the two contrary Elements, wheres + 
A he, whom they call a Fine Gentleman, is to be; 
compounded, 
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18. This gives an Account alto: 
their Diſcourſe of ſome Part of his Dialect, which 
uain, frothy, thus far anſwers little to thoſe re- 
and trifling.. quiſite Qualifications, Weight and 

Uſefulneſs; there being nothing: 
more trivial or uſeleſs than theſe two Parts of Con- 
verſation, and it were well if no worſe Epithets be- 
longed to them. But if we look alſo into the reſt, 
they will ordinarily appear to carry Proportion with: 
theſe: It is every Man's Obſervation, that no 
Spring will rife higher than its firſt Head ; and then 
Words being but the Iſſues of the Mind, where 
that wants the Ballaſt of ſober and virtuous No- 
tions, it is no Wonder: if the Diſcourſe be light and 
airy. It were eaſy to exemplify in the ſeveral: 
Sorts of it. adapted to the ſeveral Humours of Men; 
but it is alſo 2 neediefs, that the Copy would be 
too exact by tranſcribing the Impertinence too. But: 
what ſuch frothy Diſcourſe is naturally, the moſt. 
ſerious may become by Accident: And thus we ſee: 
it the Inſirmity of ſome, who ſo far retain their E- 
ducation, as to have their Minds better repleniſhed {| 
to vent their Plenty ſo unſeaſonably or affeftedly,, {| 
that it produces nothing of Benefit to the Hearers, 
but rebounds injuriouſly with tbe Aſperſion of Va- 
nity upon themſelves. | 
19. But ſuch is the Miſery of ö 
Tra, many times this Age, that it were a fair Com- 
feurrilous, filthy, poſition if Gentlemen could be 
and profane; perſuaded to reduce: their Diſ-- || 

5 courſe only to a privative Sort | 
of Ilmeſs, it were ſomewhat tolerable, if as on the 
one Side they did not miniſter grace, Eph. iv. 29. 
o on the other they did not breathe Infection on 
the Hearers. But alas! what are all thoſe profane 
Scoffings at Piety, ſo frequent among them, but 
as ſo many. Blaſts and malevolent Vapours, to os. 


S 


| 
Sect. IV. Advantage of Education. 31 
and deſtroy the Practice of it: And ſo we ſee it 
too commonly does among thoſe whole greener Re- 
flexions ſet them not above their malignant Influ- 
ence. How does their immodeſt and obſcene Talk 
diſperſe and ſcatter their own impure Fires to the 
inflaming of others? And whiltt they inſcribe upon. 
theſe Poiſons the inviting. Names of Ingenuity and | 
E/prit, they do not only tempt Men greedily to im- 
bibe them, but even defame and proſtitute that which: || 
they pretend to, render it. a. Wilderneſs for all fa> | 
vage Rudeneſs to range in, and make as many. Candi-- || 
„ dates for that Reputation as there are impious and | 
beſtial Men in the World. And to this Sort f 
Wit they bave found out. a very propogtionable. | 
Rhetorick, I mean that of their Oaths, that helliſh 
Piece of Oratory, which ſo overſpreads their Lan- 
guage, that (like a profuſs. Embroidery that even 
quite hides the Stuff) it. becomes the moſ? remark- 
able Part of it. It is not a little ſtrange how this 
fouleſt Deformity hath gotten to- paſs for an Embel- 
liſhment and Ornament of Stile; but that it doth ſo- 
is very viſible; not only from the no Pretence of o- 
ther Temptation to it, but alſo from that affected. 
and ſtudied Variety obſervable - among: them, as if. 
they had the ſame Concernment for their Diſcourſe 
which they have for: themſelves, viz. that it may. 
| every Year appear in ſome:new Piece. of Dreſs, have. 
ſome Qaths freſh minted to ſet it off. 
20. To all thefe we may add | 
their vain Boaſtings and Aiſom-- and attended with: | 
mgs, which are often ſo deplo- rediculous Boaſt-- 
rably ridiculous, that it is doubt» ing and Oflentge- 
ful whether more Pity or Con- tion, | 
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tempt belongs to them. Thus 
oftentimes, he that has but croſt the Seas to fetch a: | 
| 


Ow 7 


Feather and fantaſtick Mien, brags more of his 
Travels than if he had palled.the Line, and felt 
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1 al the Scorchings of the Torrid Zone. And upon the 
5 5 Strength of this he takes Authority to impoſe on o- 
1 thers the moſt abſurd and incredible Relations; yet 
. 1 ftill impoling more perniciouſly on himſelf, 7. e. a 
. | Belief that be appears very illuſtrious and glorious in 
Gy 12.8 all this, and on that Confidence, the Smiles which his. 
2 v Auditors mean in Scorn, ſhall be taken in Applauſe ot 
: | him, and ſo encourage thoſe Follies they deride. 
+ | 21. Indeed where this vain- 


| 
t | which often breaks Humour dwells, it will betray 
T8 orth into Rage it ſelf in innumerable Indecencies 
1 and reproachftut of Speech.; but never does it 
11 Language. give itſelf a fuller or worſe Cha- 
1 | racter than when it lets looſe to 
Anger and Rage, one of the moſt genuine and fruit- 
ful Branches of this bitter Root. And this we fre- 
- quently fee overflow in all the invenomed reproach- 
| ful Language imaginable, ſuoh as one would wonder 
if ; _ ſhould fall from the Mouth of any whoſe Education 
| had not been wholly barbarous ; an inverted Kind 
| of Eloquence, whereto ſome, who have been taught. 
the Rules of better Rhetorick, have a great Fluen- 


[ 
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22. If now we ſhould proceed to take a Vicw of 
their Employments, there is little Doubt but that. 
. Teke!, Dan. v. 27. might be a proper Inſcription on 
| them, yea a mild one too, Lightneſs and Vanity. 
being many times the moſt innocent Ingredient in- 
them. And this is but a natural Inference from the. 
| former; for ſince the Principle of Actions as well. 
as Words is within, it will certainly operate alike 
14 in both; as Water ſent from. one Fountain thro? 
|: if ' _ ſeveral Pipes; is the fame, and hath equal Virtues or 
| Faults-in each. It were too eaſy to give as parti- 
1 . eular an Account of theſe as the former; but fore- 
keing an Occaſion to do that in another Place, I 
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ſhall transfer it thither, as not deſiring to iterate the 
| Importunity on ſo ungrateful a Subject. 
23. And now he that ſhall 
conlider, that all this is but Education and Learn» 
the partial Image and Repre- ing it oftentimes ill 
| {entation of thoſe who have be//owed upon Centle- 
had that Education we ſo men, and this through 
much magniſied, will fare be their Parents Fault as 
tempted to aſk ον,e s Que- well as their own, 
| ſtion, Al quid perditio hec-? | 
| Why was all this waſte of Diſcipline and Learning ? 
4 To what Purpoſe was ſo coſtly a Foundation laid, 
when the Superſtructure is, in the Apoſtle's Phraſe, 
x Cor, iii. 12. nothing but hay and fiubble s. And I 
doubt many defeated Pareats have Cauſe to make 
this Complaint: But I fear allo divers of them may 
With Juſtice accuſe themſelves as Acceſſories to their 
own Diſappointments, who, by an over-haſty Deſire 
of ſeeing their Sons Men, do at once anticipate and. 
fruſtrate their Hopes, evacuate the Benefit of many 
Yeprs Education, by taking them too ſoon from un- 
der its benign Influence. Which, though it uſually 
fpring from immoderate Indulgence, is yet really 
the greateſt Severity; for what can be more {o than 
to tie them to all the Labour and Toil of the Seed- 
time, force their Childhood to that Study and Inten- 
tion of which that giddy Age is moſt impatient, and 
then ſnatch them away at the Harveſt; ſuffer them 
to converſe no more with Learning, when once they 
grow capable of receiving either. Delight or Profit 
by it? Thus of late it hath been the Method of 
Breeding, to poſt them with an inconvenient Speed 
from one Stage to another, many times bringing 
them too ſoon to the Univerſity, but much oftener 
taking them too early from it, before they have near 
gained what they came thither to furniſh themſelves 
With. And from thence the next Step is 1 
ca, 
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Sea, which ſoon wathes away thoſe Notions which 


lie crude in their Brains, but have wanted Maturity 
of Years to digeſt into their Manners. Indeed it is 
not inaginabie how they ſhould retain them, they 
being at their coming abroad ſolemnly put in a di- 
rect Courſe of forgetting ſpeedily what they former- 
ly learned, their whole Time being chen by Order to 
be taken up in other unſpeculative Exerciſes, where- 
in, if they do happen to attain to {ome Eminency, 
yet it is ſure but a dry Exchange for what they 
quit for it. But then it is not one in twenty that 


arrives to that: Fhe Negligence of Governors, or 


their own Headineſs, when they find the Rein thus 
flackned, often makes their Progreſs little in any 
thing they are appointed to; but inftead of that they 
run a full Career in all debauched Pleaſures, advance 
there in an inſtant to the higheſt Proficiency. I ſay 


not this to decry Travelling in general, but only the 


unſcaſonable Time that is choſen for it. He that 
would really improve his Son by that means, ſhould 
lend him at ſuch a mature Age, when, by the Hep 
of his foregoing Education, his. Judgment is ſettled, 
and qualified to make uſeful Obſervations, his Man- 
ners well weighed and fixed, that fo he may be ca- 
able of all the Good foreign Climes can afford, and 

| Rear from the Infection of the Ill; like a Load- 
ſtone, attract things of Weight only, and not like 
Jet, draw nothing but Chaff and Straws. But I 
confeſs this a Digreihon, and therefore return ts 
thoſe who have thus embezzled this precious Ad- 
vantage, (and who hive too much of their own 
Wills in it, to be able to transfer the Gnilt upon 
any Error of their Parents) beſeeching them ſexi- 
oully to tay to heart this their ſo ruinous ill Hyl- 
bandry, and to let at laſt ſome better Fruits of that 
Seed appear; not to ſuffer a Piece of Plate left 
to the School or College, to be the only T 1 
f nials 
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nals that ever they were there, and ſo bring thoſe ” 
Societies under the Reproach of Extortion, of 
Frand, of profeſſing Learning, but imparting none, 
- of having taken — from them, without 
giving them any valuable Conſideration, making 
them any proportionable Returns. But that they 
Would at laſt take up this Talent thus long buried in 
the Napkin, and yet fall a trading with it. And 
though the Time they have loft ſhould render them 
| deſperate of the Reward of the ten Cities, it is yet 
Motive enough to Induſtry, to reſcye themſelves 
from the Sentence of the flothful Servant. And % 
| yet that will not be all, for there being no middle | 
State between Reward and Puniſhment, he that de- | 
_ livers himſelf from the one, puts himſelf likeways 
into a certain Capacity of the other. But belides 
all he is to expect hereafter, he is {ure at the time of 
a very fair Antepaſt of Pleaſure here, which he will | 
immediately reap, from it, as the Firſt-truits. of the | 
future rich Harveit, which though the Law com- 
manded to be ſacrificed, yet ſuch is the Indulgence 
of the Goſpel, that it exacts nothing but that Men 
would themfelves enjoy them. 
24. For ſuch is the admirable” | 
Goodneſs of God, that he is ge- Virtue and Piety 
| nerally pleaſed to adapt his Com- conduce to or 
mands, not only to our eternal, /emporal as well 
but tempoxal Concernments; for as eternal Wel- 
| knowing the Impatience of our fare and Advan- 
Nature, that we love not to de- rage. 
pend wholly upon Reverhons, he 
hath been pleaſed to put ſomewhat of preſent Guſt 


x and Reliſh upon every Part of Duty. This might 
4 be evidenced diſtinctly through the whole Codex of 
Y Chriſtian Precepts, his. yoke ir an eajy, may gra- 
2 ciuus yoke ; his bm den light burden, Matth. xi. 
5 28. And ſrom this general Ground I may have 


Warrant 
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Warrant ſufficient to affirm the like of this Parti- 
cular | am now upon. But it may be yet more 
clearly evinced, by reflecting on the ſeveral Im- 
proyements of this Talent which have*been men- 
_tioned as the Duty of all thoſe that poſſeſs it. 
25. And brit, bu that of an 
The great Atoan- acute and elevated Underſtand- 
ta 77 i iſdum, ur ing, 1 need appeal no further 
N god Under- chan to common Vote, to have 
ſlandling well cul- that pronounced a very deſire- 
tivated and im- able thing, it being hard to pick 
proved. | out a Man of ſuch an 2vowed 
Brutality that will own the de- 
ſpiſing 1 it. Even thoſe who will be at no pains to 
acquire, will yet profeſs to eſteem it. And we may 
believe them in earneſt, if from no other Argument, 
yet from this, that every Man affects the Reputa- 
tion of being wiſe, is pleaſed when he fucceeds in 
that Aim, and on the contrarv is not more troubled 
and diſcomfited at any thing than to be taxed of Ig- 
norance or Error, If any ſhall deny this, I ſhall ſuſ- 
pend his Confutation till ſome body reproach him 
with Folly, and then, from the Diſpleaſure he finds 
in himſelf, leave him to conclude his own Value of 


- Wiſdom. And indeed, why do good Men look up- 


ad a Fool with ſo much Pity, and ill Men with fo 
much Scorn, if Knowledge be not both a Felicity 
and a Credit ? Nor is this the Sentence only of the 
Vulgar, who uſually admire thoſe things moſt from 


which they ſtand at the greateſt Diſtance, but cipe- . 


cially of the more difcerning Sort of Men, who 
from every Taſte they have had of it have had their 
* fo raiſed, that they have inſatiably thirſt- 

after the fuller Drauphts. This made ſo many of 
the old Philoſophers renounce the Enjoymeni of 
thoſe ſenfual Pleaſures that offered themſelves, to 


go in queſt after this one tranſcendent Delight, and 
Solomon 


n 


Sect. IV. Advantage of Education, _ 37 it 1 


Solomon to prefer this in his Election before Riches 4 ; 
and Honour, the. two principal Parts of worldly 4 
| Splendor, to the Rectitude of which Choice God 1 
I | himſelf bears Teſtimony. And now i this be in it- [3 
felf ſo valuable, f@ ravithing a thing, ſhall its being 
here connected with Duty | withe ſuch an Allay as to 
deprive it of all the Guſt? Certainly if it do, it muſt 
argue the Palate very perverſe and diſtempered ; for 
to all.other that one Conſideration would give a Re- 
: liſh and Flavour to the drieſt, the molt unpleaſant 
ö Undertaking. The Confcience that I am now em- 
ployed as Jought, is ſuch a Refreſhment as is able 
to ſweeten the ſevereſt Labour, yea the greateſt 
Suffering. Shame is a thing to which human Na- 
ture hath an innate Ablorrence, yet the Apoſtles 
made it tier of joy when it beſel them for Chriſt's 
{ate, Acts v. 41. And ſhall this bleſſed Copy of 
* theirs be transformed inſtead of tranſcribed ? Shall 
thoſe who have not {o much Chriſtian Patience as ta 
bear the ſlighteſt Reproach for him, have yet fo 
much unchriſtian Stupidity, as to endure the greateſt 
in Oppoſition to him? chuſe rather to be ignorant, 
when it is both their Sin and Shame, than wile, 
when it is their Duty and Reward? invert St. Paul's 
Choice, and be Fools againſt Chriſt, as he owns ta 
be for him ? If there be any ſuch Antipodes in cur 
Clime, their Unhappineſs will yet ſerve to illuſtrate 
what they reſuſe to partake of, viz. the Felicity of 
having performed this Part of Duty in the Improve- 
ment of the Underſtanding. _ _ 
26. In the next place, the 
Regularity of the Will is ex- The great Happineſs 
tremely both amiable and pro- of a redified and 
fitable. For that being an we/l-di/poſed Will, 
uncontroulable Faculty, if it 
be wrong ſet, what Torrents of Miſchief and Con- 
* | fuſion does it let in? If in all its Conceptions it 
Vor. III. D permit 
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ermit the ſenſual Appetite to lay, like Jacob, its 
filled rods before it, all its Births will be r:1g-ftreak- 
ed, peclled and ſpotted. The Ruinouſneſs of a per- 
verſe Will is fo generally underſtood, that there is 
nothing renders a Man, even in common account, 
more miſerable and deplored. He whoſe Will runs 
counter to his Reaſon, every Man is Aſtrologer e- 
nough to read his Deſtiny and preſage his Deſtruc- 
tion. And by the indecent and pernicious Effects 
of a diſordered, we may make an Eſtimate of 
the Beauty and Advantage of a rectified Will. 
The former, like a vicious improvident -Go- 
vernor, expoſes his Territories to a Deluge, firſt of 
Luxury, and then of Ruin: But this latter, like 
2 virtuous and prudent Prince, at once ſecures the 


Innocence and Felicity of his Subjects. Indeed it 


is this alone that really and effectively gives us the 
Pre-eminence above Beaſts. They have Choices as 
well as we, and they have Affections, but wanting 
the higher Principle of Reaſon, their Choices are 
neceſſarily determined by their Affections. Now 
if we who have both, are guided only by the latter, 
wherein does our State differ from theirs, fave only 
that our Liberty makes us guilty, whereas their Ne- 
ceffity leaves them innocent? I preſume I need ſay 
no more to evince the Happineſs of a well ordered 
Will, ſince none can conteſt it, but he muſt tacitly 
confeſs himſelf weary of his human Nature, and e- 
mulous, not of a greater Dignity, but of a Degra- 
dation to that of the Brutes. 
27. And as much may be ſaid 
The great Plea- concerning the Aﬀettions, which 
fure of having if they be not curbed and held in 
our Aﬀettions by the Underſtanding, will have 
under good Co. as free and uncontrouled à Sway 
vernment and in Men as they have in mere 
Keftraint : Animals, but with worſe Effects, 
by how much we have more Ob- 
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jects to incite them, more Inſtruments to actuate 
them, than theſe have. If any Man can be tempted 
to think thisno unpleaſant Condition, let him yet 
further conſider that this Metamorphoſis is not like 
the fancied Tranſmigration of the Soul, wherein it 


was ſuppoſed to aſſume the Nature, and conſequent- 


ly the PaTions but of one Beaſt alone: No, here is 
the whole Wilderneſs let looſe upon a Man, with all 
their contrary Appetites . perpetually combating one 
with another. He that bath the rapaciouſneſs of a 
Wolf, may yet have the Timoroulteſs of a Hare, 
and ſo is racked between the Deſire of having and 
the Fear of ſuffering. He that hath the Luſt of a 


Goat, may yet have the Intemperance of a Swine, 
and be diſtracted to which of the Appetites to give 


himfelf. He that hath the Cruelty of a Tiger, may 
yet have the Wilineſs of the Fox, which will give 
him the Pain of many irk{pme Delays in attending an 
advantageous Opportunity. - And bo proportionably 
in others. And what can be more - unſupportably 
uneaſy than to have theſe continual Tumults with- 
in, to be in a State of. Hoſtility, not only with o- 
ther Men, but with himfelf? Or what can there need, 


beyond this Conſideration, to recommend the con- 


trary Condition to us? The ſubduing theſe brutiſh 
Inclinations is the introducing Peace into a Land, 


haraſſed and waſted with inteſtine War: And fure 


none need be told (at leaſt in this Age) that that is 
a molt raviſhing Pleaſure. And I may with the ſame 
Confidence appeal to the Verdict of any who hath 
tried theſe two contrary States, and doubt not but 
he will from his Experience confirm the moſt pro- 
fuſe, and even poetick Declamation that can be 
made ou this Theme, | 
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1 Cenleman's Calling. Sect. IV. 
Ml | 28. All A ſhall add is in a 
il which Advantages joint Relation to this and 
„% „ the two former, by ob- 
_ 14 Happincſi in 28 that illuminated 
Fn | Underitandings, regulated 


Wills and Affections, make up a great Part of the 


celeſtial Happineſs. The Angels of Light would 
no longer have Right to that Title without theſe. 
The /pirits of juſt men made perfect, were improper» 
ly ſo ſtiled, Heb. xii. 23. had they not received 
this Accompliſhment of their Nature. And the 
greater Degrees hereof we arrive to here, ſo much 
the more ſenſible Anticipation have we of thoſe 
divine Joys. And ſure thus to partake with Angels 
and Saints is to be happy, and will be acknowledged 
fo by all, whoſe Value and Wiſhes of a Mahome- 
tan Paradife render them not incompetent to eſti» 
mate theſe purer and refined Pleaſures. 
; 29. If from hence we. pro- 
The great Advan- ceed to thoſe outward Effects, 
rage of a courteous, Which are the Reſults of theſe 
friendly, and inward, we ſhall find they are 
gentle Behaviour. all full of Delight and Satisfac- 
tion. Courteſy and Friendſhip 
of Behaviour does not only caſt a glorious Luſtre 
round about, attract the Eyes and Hearts of 
others, but it alſo reflects with chearful and 
comfortable Gleams upon ourſelves. . For Man 
being deſigned by God for a ſociable Creature, 
hath ſuch Propenſions and Inclinations put in- 
to him as are proper to that End; and theſe are 
gratified and pleaſed when we ſo demean ourſelves 
as may anſwer that Intention, towards which no- 


thing can be more neceſſary than this debonair and 


gentle Carriage: For that allures People to our 
Converſation, whereas the contrary Roughneſs 


frights and deters them, (the Churliſhneſs of a 1 
| al 
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bai makes Men they cannot [peat*to him, 1 Sant. 


xxv. 17.) it gives a Man Part of Nebuchadnezzar's: 


Fate; ſeparates him from among Men, by forcing 
them to withdraw from him; and that the worſt 
Part of it too; the hairs like eagles feathers, aud 
the nails lite birds claws, being much the lighter De- 
gree of the Infliction, fit to pals for Dreſs and Orna- 


ment, compared with that more deforming Diſguiſe 


this rugged Temper puts upon a Man. And as on 
the one Side, this Moroſity and Sourneſs of Hu- 
mour is very uneaſy, ſo on the other is that Form 
of fawning and flattering Compliance which ſome 
call Civility : It obliges Men in many Circumſtances 
to renounce their Eaſe, their Health, yea their Un- 
derſtandinys too, and keeps them in ſuch Conſtraint, 
that one may truly ſay a leſs Mesſure of Self-demual 
would ſerve to conſtitute a Man a good Chriſtian, 
than an exact Courtier ; whereas, he that keeps him» 
ſelf in a jult Mean, neither drives away one Sort of 
Company, nor buys the other ſo dear; he has a 
Standard-meaſure by which to diſpenſe his Civilities, 
viz. the Quality and Worth of the Perſons ; and 
confounds not himfelf with thoſe more unjuſt and 
mutab'e Rules of their Expectations. So in the firſt 
of the Taſtances he keeps: himſelf a Man, whilſt the 
other is in ſome reſpect a Beaft; in the ſecond he 


preſerves himſelf a free Man whilſt the other is a: 


Slave: And ſure I may refer it to any Man's Deci-- 
fion which is the plraſanter State. 
20. Next for the Words ; it is 


not to be doubted but that calm The Advantage | 


nd temperate Language has the 4 prudent, fo. 
Advantage of that which is paſ- - ber and proſt- 


ſionate and rageful; and that not 40% Diſcourſs.. 

only in reſpect of Decency, but 

Eaſe too; of which there needs no other Teſtimo. 

ry than that vilib'e Pertarbation and Uneaſineſs ob- 
D 3 ſervable 
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42 The Gentleman's Calling. Sect. IV. 


fervable in all who are under ſuch a Tranſportation. 
So in like manner, when the Words are perrinent 
and weighty, they give not only more Satisfaction 
to the Hearer, but to the Speaker allo : This may 
be judged by the contrary Diſplacency Men have 
at themſelves when they are conſcious to have ſpo- 
ken impertinently or indecently. By Satisfaction L 
mean not that Vanity which. Men too often affect of 
ſhewing their Parts, but a juſt and ſober Compla- 
cency, ariſing from the Conſcience of having regu- 
lated their Diſcourſe by the Meafures of a wit Man. 
and a Chriſtian, the having ſaid that which may be 
of Benefit, but cannot be of Miſchief to his Andi- 
tors. And this ſurely. is a much more real Pleaſure 
than any can be had in the contrary Kind of Dialect. 
If to this it be objected, that generally none are ſo 
much delighted with their own Diſcourſes as they 
who talk the moſt vainly and abſurdly; 1 an{wer 
that even theſe are not pleaſed with the Vanity and 
Abſurdity ; their Pleaſure reſults from a Miſtake, 
ſuppoſing it to be the quite wy And this 
heſps to evince that ſolid and prudent ſpeaking gives 
Satisfaction, fince even the Shadow-and Fiction of it 
can be made to yield to it. : | 

| 31. Laſtly, for the Employ- 
The great Sati/= ments, they ſurely muſt afford 
faction of /pend= moſt of Comtentment when they 
ing cur Time are molt noble and excellent: 
avetl, and em- They do fo at the Time in the 
playing it in 4 direct Line, they having more of 


worthy Manner.. Agrecableneſs to the Nature and. 


Digaity of a Man; but they do 

et more ſo in the Reflexion, when a Man looks 

back upon his Day or Week ſpent, and finds 
his Buunefs has been worthy of him, it exhilarates 
and revives him, enables bim to pals. his own Ap- 
\robation, on himſelf, and as it were to anticipate 
the Euge he ſhall une Day receive from hip owe 
Maſter. 


— 


* 
J 


Sect. IV. Advantage of Education. 43 
Maſter. But he that gives himſelf only the idle Di- 
vertiſements of a Child, or ſets to the baſer Drud- 
ocries of Vice, cannot reflect without Confuſion ; 
which is ſo well underſtood by ſuch Perſons, that 
they are fain to take Sanctuary in a total Inconſider- 


ation, never daring to alk themſelves, What have I 


done? Which bears full Teſtimony to the Excellen- 
ey and 1 of ingenuous Employments, ſince 
they that decline thoſe are alſo forced to decline 
themſelves, grow ont of their own Acquaintance 
and Knowledge. 

32. And now what Objec- 
tion can there lie againſt this No reaſonable ON. 
Duty, which is in all the Parts jections can lie a- 
of it ſo advantageous and eli- garnſft this Duty in 
gible, that it becomes Duty any of it Branches. 
not only to God, but even to | 
themſelves, their own. preſent Intereſts and Satif- 
faction? Shall Pleaſure itſelf loſe its Nature, ad- 
opt the Properties. of its direct contrary, and be- 
come irkſome and abhorred, only becauſe it is twiſt-- 
ed with Obedience! Is there ſo perfect an Antipathy: 
between God and them, that it is impoſſible they 
mould have the ſame Objects of Delight? Or can 
no Joys have any Taſte with them, that are not the 
Cautes and Forernnners of eternal Sorrows ? This. 
were ſuch a Degree of Perverſeneſs as common 
Charity bids me not to expect; and I fee not what. 
elſe can evacuate the Pleature that attends the Im- 
proveinent of this Talent of Education.. 

32. After all this, I foreſce it 
not impoſhble, that fome may The Want of Edu- 
plead an Exemption from this cation ought to be 
Obligation, by affirming they repaired hy our own 
want the Ground of it, that, particular Dili- 
they never had this Education. gence and Induſtry 
Jam not willing to fancy there afterward. | 


have been ſo many unjult. and 
unkind 
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- 


unkind Parents as may qualify any conſiderable 


Number of Gentlemen for the Plea: But to thoſe 


few that can really make it, I ſhall nor think the 
foregoing Diſcourſe wholly impertinent ; for, by 
fiewing them the Advantages of what they ſay they 


thus want, it may incite them (not to murmur at 


the Negligence of their Parents, but) to attempt 
the repairing of it by becoming their own Guardi- 
ans, putting themſelves into Duſcipline, and by the 
{ſtrict Laws of Reaſon governing and reſtraining 
thoſe Paſſions which by the Liberty of their Breed: 
ing have got head, by this means ſupplying to them- 
feives the firſt Part of Education : And the like may 
certainly be done for the latter alſo, if they will 
but depoſite that common Error, of thinking it 
more manly to be ignorant than to learn, and be 
content to put themſelves in a Covrfe of Erudition, 
which a Man way do for himfeif in his Cloſet, as 
well as a Tutor may do for his Diſciple in a School; 
and though he want many of thoſe Advantages the 
other hath, yet it is poſſible they may be in a good 
Degree ſupplied by that Imdluſtry and Deſire which 
all thoſe are ſuppoſed to have who are thus their 
own Pupils; and there want not Inſtances of the 
Succeſs of them who have thus attempted, but I 
confeſs there are too few Examples of the Attempt, 
Men being apt to ſit down contentedly under. this 


Want; whereas, let the fame Perſons have an en- 


rzijed Eſtate alienated from them by any Act of 
their Fathers, they are not then ſa tame, but will 
ſtruggle to the utmoſt to recover their Rights. 
Vet certainly an en Education is as properly 
the Birth- right of a Gentleman as any the molt 
Armly ſet tled Inheritance can be: Why ſhould they 
then acquieſee in that ſo injurious an Alienation, 
and not ſeek by all Endeavours of their own tore- 


trieve this ſo precious a Polſeſſion? 


SECT. 


Set. V. Advantage of Wealth. as 


SECT. V. 
Of the ſecond Advantage, Wealth. 


x. HE ſecond Advantage we . 

are to conſider, is that of The ſecond Ad. 
Wealth, which that it is aBleſhng, vantage on the 
will I know readily be aſſented ro Gentleman s 
by all, Mens Delires and earneſt Side is Wealth 
Purſuits after it, ſufficiently evi- and Riches ; 
dencing the general Eſteem is had 5 
of it. Yet, though the Concluſion be right, it is 
to be doubted many infer it not upon due Premiſſes. 
It is not Riches ſimply conſidered that are the Feli- 
city, much leis thoſe Luxuries to which they are 
often made to miniſter ; but they ate like to a fer- 


tile Ground; which, if left without Culture, none 


bears ſo rank weeds, but, it rightly hulbanded, 
yields abundant Proft ; and thus to manage and im- 
prove them, is not only the Intereſt, but the Duty 
of all thoſe ro whom God hath committed them, 


this being the one deſigned Advantage for which 


they were intruſted to them. 
2. Several Improvements there are 


of which they are capable; but be- mwhereof they 


fore I proceed to them I muſt men- ought i be 
tion one Part of Duty, as funda- provident. 
mental to all the reſt ; and that is and good 
the well- huſbunding of them, not in Huſbands, 
a figurative, but real Senſe, the hav- ; 

ing ſuch a provident Care of thoſe Goods and Poſe 
{ellions, wherewith God hath bleſt a Man, as may ſe- 
cure them from that Conſumption to which Careleſ- 
neſs and Sloth will ipfallibly betray them, This 
f ö ſurely 
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The Gentleman's Calling. Sect. V. 
Firſt, in 


ſurely is obligatory in many reſpects. 


Thankfulneſs (J had almoſt ſaid Civility) to God, 


who having diſpenſed them as a Liberality, it is an 
Ingratitude, yea Affront, to give them no Regard. 
Secondly, in Juitice to a Man's Paſterity : He that 
has received 2 fair Inheritance from his Anceſtors, if 
he fuffer his ſupine Negligence to cut off the Entail, 


he defrauds thoſe that were to have ſucceeded him in 


it, and becomes that troub/er of his own houſe, to 
whom Solomon, Prov. xi. 29. aſſigns no other In- 
heritance but the Wind, which is indeed all ſuch a 
Perſon is like to derive upon his Iſſue, the com- 
mon Air being oftentimes their only Patrimony. 
Thirdly, in order to all thoſe Ends to which Wealth 
was deligned by God, which depend on this, as Ac- 
cidents on their Subjects, and fo are all at once e- 
vacuated and nulled by the diſſipating of that where- 
in they are founded. All which Conſiderations do 
rd inforce upon Men the Neceſhty of a pru- 
dent Managery. 
3. This being ſuppoſed, and 
the Perſon having, as in our 
Law forms is uſual, covenanted 
to ſtand ſeiſed of the Eſtate, let 
us now fee what are the proper 
Uſes to which it is to be limited. 
In the firſt place, we msy rank that of Content- 
edneſs in his Portion; which thongh, to one that is 
to wreſtle with Want, it might ſeem a hard Pre- 
cept, vet to hint that flows with Abundance, it 
might be thought rather a needleſs than difficult In- 
zun&tign, if Experience did not teſtify, that Con- 
tentment is oftentimes as great a Stranger in Palace? 
as Cottages, | 
4. Of 


and reft content- 
ed with their fair 
Portion of world- 
4 Goods, | 
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Set. V. Advantage of ' Wealth, 


47. 
4. Of this excellent both Vir- | 
tue and Felicity, there are two Rich Men may 


Parts, the one a chearful Enjoy- chearfully en- 
ment of ſo much of his Wealth, as joy, /o they de 
may decently (I ſay not vainly) mot abuſe their 
ſupport him in that Quality where- Wealth, 

in he is placed: God does not 

make rich Men fuch mere Conduit-pipes of Wealth, 
that they muſt paſs all, without retaining any thing 
themſelves ; but rather like the Earth, which, tho 
ſhe conveys the Springs through her Veins, yet is 
allowed to fuck in ſo much as may give her a com- 
petent Refreſhment ; and he that does this mode- 
rately, and with a thankful Reflexion on that liberal 
Providence, which thus gives him all things richly 
to enjoy, 1 Tim. vi. 17. falſiſies no Part of his 
Truſt, nor abuſes dis Stewardſhip, this being as it 
were the allowed Fees of his Place, a Penſion al- 
lotted him by the Bounty of his Lord. 

5. The other Part of Content- 

ment is that by which the Deſires yet owght to 42 
are terminated within the Bounds . Bownas to iheir 


of his own Pofleſſions, and not 
. ſuffered to range wildly into other 
Mens, like 4hab's into Naboth's 
Vineyard, uſing their Wealth as 
Anglers do' their Fiſh, to bait 


inordinate and 

covetous Deſire 
ter more, 

when they have 


enough already. 


| Hooks for more, by making it an 

Inſtrument of extorting from others; which is fo 
great a Guilt, that it nearly concerns them to Te- 
cure themſelves againſt it, by a perfect Satisfaction 
in what is properly their own. Na , even in what 


is ſaid, there is Caution to be had, that there be 
not too eager and vehement Endeavours of multi- 
plying it, and that .not only by an unlawful Com- 
rajxture with other Mens, which is the Sin either 
of Oppreſſion or Fraud, but even from its own 
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48 The Gentlemgn”s Calling. Sect. V. 
Stock, for that may be Covetouſneſs, and is ſurely 
a direct Oppoſition to the divine Diſpenſation. For 
when Go OE given a Man a full Fortune, and by 
that fianumitted him from thoſe Carkings and Soli- 
citudes to which needier Perſons are expoſed, for 
him to make it his grand Buſineſs to project how he 
may add to that Heap, or in the Prophet's Phraſe, 
lade himſelf with thics clay, Hab. it, 6. What is it 
but the degrading and pulling himſelf from that 
Sphere wherein God hath placed him, a voluntary 
Sale of himſelf to the Gallies or Mines? In this 
reſpect therefore I may not unaptly apply! that Ex- 
hortation which the Apoſtle -makes in another, 
Gal. v. 1. ſtand faſt is the liberty wherewith Chriſt 
hath made you free. Let not him, whom God hath, 
by a gracious and peculiar Providence, exempted 
from this meaner Servitude and Vallalage to the 
World, relinquiſh that ſo valuable a Privilege, give 
up his Ear to be bored by Mammou, when God 
proclaims a Jubilee. Yet it is poſſible the Quality 
of ſome Mens Eſtates may be ſuch, that they may be 
capable of Advancement by a moderate and eaſy In- 
duſtry, ſuch as may noway divert, them from more 
excellent Employments, but may rather be a Re- 
creation than a Toil: And in that Caſe I know no 
Obligation lies on them ſo to defy an Improve- 
ment, as not to chuſe a profitable before an ex- 
penſive Divertiſement, to ſpend thoſe vacant 
Hours upon that, which remain by way of Over- 
plus from more worthy Deſigns and Entertainments, 
But the perpetual ſolicitous Purſuit after more 
Wealth, is certainly 2 culpable Inordinacy, as hem 

iuconſiſtent with that Contentment and FUE 
cence which is the Duty of every Man for whom 
God hath thus liberally provided, and ſuch as will 
belides be likely to undermine another main Part 


of this Obligation, 
6. Such 
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6. Such, in the next place, we | 
are to account thecharitable Diſ- Charity in reliev- 
penſing of his Store, to ſupply ing the Poor and 
the Indigencies of wanting Per- Neceſſiteus, id 4 
fons ; which ſurely is to be Duty bound upon 
looked on as the grand and moſt rich Men. 
conhderable End of his Receipts, 
God, who is the common Friend, as well as Father 
of all Men, is not to be imagined fo partial, as to 
provide Pomps, and Luxuries for ſome, and in the 
mean time leave others deſtitute of the neceſlary 
Supports of Life; yet if we look no deeper than 
the viſible Portions of Poor and Rich, there is no 
Evidence of the contrary. But when we examine 
upon what Conditions and Proviſos that Abun- 
dance is conveyed, we ſhall have no Temptation {a 
to aſperſe or charge God fooliſhly : For though he 
has not diſpenſed ſo immediately to the Poor, yet 
he gives them as it were Bills of Aſſignment upon 
the Plenty of the Rich, a Right to be ſupplied by 
them: So that the Difference ſeems to be only that 
of an elder and younger Brethren ; the elder uſual» 
ly carries the Bulk of the Eſtate, but then that ig 
charged with Proviſions for the younger; and it the 
Quantity of thoſe be not diſtinctly expreſt, but left 
indefinitely, that Act of Truſt in the Father lays the 
greater Obligation on him, not to deceive it by too 
mean and ſcanty a Diſtribution ; for now himſelf is 
become a Father to them, and therefore ſhonld pro- 

ortion his Bounty by the Tenderneſs and, Bowels 
of that molt affectionate Relation. And this may 
not improperly be deemed one Reaſon why, among 
ſuch Multitudes of Commands of Charity in the 
Goſpel, there is yet none that cxpreſly allots the 
Proportion of our Alms, that by this Act of Con- 
fidence, as it were, Men might be obliged; to the 
higher Liberality ; And be that ſhall make this In- 
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centive to it a Pretence to excuſe the Want of it, 
is ſure à moſt criminous Perverter of the divine In- 
tention, treacherouſly countermining God's ſacred 
Arts, as if it were not enough to rebel, unleſs in a 
further Contempt he aſſaulted him with his own 
Weapons. . Certainly God never deſigned Lazarus's 
Portion ſhould be made up only of the crimmbs from 
the table : For though indeed Dives is taxed that he 
gave not them, yet if he had, ſuch a Dole would 
fare never have reſcued him from the Place of Tor- 
ment. He who reſts in a rich Man's Boſom in Hea- 
ven, is to have fome proport ionable Treatment 
from thoſe on Earth, ſome more hoſpitable Recep- 
tion than lying at the Gate, ſome better Chirur- 
geons than Dogs to cure his Sores; and thoſe that 
refuſe it him, muſt be preſumed to contemn, not only 
the Lazarus, but the Mrabuam, yea the Heaven too 
that receives him, ſince that which qualiſies him 
for an Admittance there, is not able to recommend 


him to their leaſt Regard, 
| 7. I ſhall not attempt to pro- 


® The Meaſure and portion Mens Charities, ſince 


Proportion of our God hath not; yet there are 
Charity is not ſome general Meaſures to be 
mentioned in made to bound them on the 
Scripture. ſinking Side, that they fall not 
to too ſcandalous a Lownefs ; 
which having been done already 
Dr. Hammend's by a better Pen , I ſhall refer 
Practical Cate- the Reader thither. But thoſe 
chiſm. yet leave Mens Compaſhons full 
Scope to grow up to what great- 
er Height God's Grace and Mens Exigencies ſhall 
advance them: And ſurely the lat ter may ſome- 
times be ſuch, that it will become every rich Man, 
not only to rifle his Coffers, I'g out whatſoever 


his Superfluities have there amaſſed, but alſo to defalk 
much 
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much of his own accuſtomed Enjoyments, cauſe the 


Razor to paſs even upon his whole Equipage, to 


cut off all Excreſcencies, all exuberant Expences, 
that ſo the Stream may run the fuller in that one 
Channel which God's Providence thus. cuts out for 
it. Whether this may not be a proper Seaſon for 
it, I leave every conkdering Perſon to judge. At 
the preſent- 1 ſhall, beſeech every Man, to whom 


God hath given Wealth, ſadly to ponder how ſcan- 
dalous a thing it will be for him, who has been the 
Object of ſo great Bonnty,. to decline the being an 


Agent in any; to diſcover himſelf to have ſuckt in 
nothing of the Virtue, amidſt ſuch an Influence of 
the Commodities; and to defy the Example of that 
Liberality by whoſe Effects he lives, But withal 
let him conſider the Danger of it alſo, how dreadful 
a Guilt (and 8 Vengeance) he draws up- 


on himſelf, if he ſhall defeat this ſo mean End of his 


Receipts. It is indeed a Complication of many 
Crimes, not only againſt Man, but God allo: I 
ſhall inſtance only in two, molt generally decried, 
and yet moſt eminently contained in it, Unthank- 
fulneſs and Falſeneſs. 

8. God in his Wiſdom, diſ-  _ . 
cerning that Equality of Con- | Uncharitableneſs is 
ditions would breed Confulion a Sir of great In- 
in the World, has ordered ſe- gratitude and Per- 


veral States, deſigned ſome to fidrowfneſs. 


Poverty, others to Riches, on- | | 
ly anncxing to the Rich the Care of the Poor; yet 
that rather as an Advantage than a Burden,.aSeed of 
more Wealth, both temporal and eternal. Now in 
this Diviſion of Men, thoſe on whom he hath 
cauſed the better Lot to fall, can owe it to no- 
thing but his gracious Diſpoſal; and therefore had 
been certainly obliged to ſubmit to any the molt dif- 
icult Talks he ſhould have diſpenſed to them. But 
E 2 now 


ä — —ͤ— 4 


. 
ry 
ks ad. oe ed tee I... TH VP 
SIS aw 
o 
+» 5 


nd 4 
3 9 CSI ==} a” bt =—_ x 
1 8 1 . a” n LA — 
1 Een Le. £ = FF) 's 434 22 o 0 * — C n 0 a 
Rr oy In _ 1 1 =" TS. a” * TIX 7 9 * My y 1 . * L . t 2 AA CAT 4 * + i" my 7 W — J * : 
2 n = = one 9 os; of = \ URS * > = "avs : ” 4 2 * 1 2 3 . . N n . * 
. OT CAT N — 8 doe PL . = EF * 4 4 * AY * 3 * 9 
po Le RR Sn Ho =O S SIS HET 2 n r LO ER OS . 
— — Y — 4 "OY FL. I af TT, —_—_—— 


# 4 
R 9 SAT —_ PT —AE = WES 3 x LAS. => + _ - 2 
2 n 1 x EEE Ds - PILE . — a „ — Yi Ia 3 = n 
/ FO TID EN RI En OL ALT . OY Wa © HE , , wg = 
0 P a b LE CRORE g a dS q 4 74 - rr 5 1 Ti, ” DOES N r "TEIN — L 
| WF CT 5 — 1X * 4 2 mag 2 by 8 = 1 5 * e FT 4) — a0 9 = LEN 3 
A 4 - „ * /// YT DDR d 7˙—˙§—%⅛v&/Qỹꝗỹũ/!C. TOES ot. CIS N 
A Y . FIT y OR * CTU IT "Ac. 2 8 Lal 
od þ 9 5 d — T * * < * 5 
WTF r N Cv... ARES 3 
- " _ N 


2 


= 3 r 
9 my OS Ry 


$2 The Gentl-man's Calli 1g. Sect. V. 


now that in his you Indulgence he has fo tem- 
, 


ns tne Command, as to refider it not an Allay, 
ut an Inhancement of the Mercy, he that pives it 
only a bare taſteleſs Compliance, betrays himſelf to 
want a juſt Senſe of it; but he that flatly reſiſts it, 
is in the moſt tranſcendent Degree barbarouſly in- 
grate. Nay, I think I might have laid the Charge 
higher, and called it Malice; for what beneath that 
can provoke a Man thus to reſiſt his Duty and In- 
tereſt together. i 
9. Nor is this all, it is alſo the greateſt Perſidi- 
ouſneſs: Every rich Man is, as I faid before, God's 
Steward, and particularly intruſted to provide for the 
indigent Parts of his Family, ſuch are the Poor and 
Needy. Now, if he leave them deſtitute, and ſuf- 
fer either his Riot or Covetouſneſs to feed upon 
their Portions, what more deteſtable Falſeneſs can 
be committed, not only in reſpect of them whoſe 
Right he thus invades, but of God alſo, whoſe 
Truſt he abuſes? Many other Enormities there are 
in Uncharitableneſs, which, as ſo many mil-thapen 
Limbs, concur to the making up. this deformed 
Monſter ;., but I thall ſuppoſe it ſufficient to have 

ointed out theſe two, which being the moſt pro- 

eltly contrary to Ingenuity, 1 muſt 58 Will car- 
ry a very averting Appearance to thoſe who ſo e- 
ſpecially pretend to that Quality. 

| 10. To this poſitive Part of 

Rich Men ought Duty, the being rich' in good 
not to make their works, we find the Apoſtle con- 
Wealth the Oc- nects a negative, 1 Tim. vi. 17. 
eaſion either of Charge them that be rich in this 
Pride or C H4 wortd, that they be not high-mind- 
dence; ed, nor truſt in uncertain riches. 
3 | And we need not refort to impli-. 
eit Faith in the Author, to perſnade us of the great 


Propriety and Fitneſs of theſe Cautions ; it is too 
| 9 evident 
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Set. v. Advantage of Wealth. 53 
evident that Pride and Confidence are Diſeaſes that 
uſually breed in full and opulent Fortunes, and as 
they ſpring from the ſame Root, ſo do they, like 
neighbouring Branches, mutually ſhelter and ſup- 
port one another. He chat is higheminded abhors 
the Submiſſion of any foreign. Dependence, and 
therefore gladly anchors on any thing he can call 
his own; and thinking his Wealth molt properly ſo, 
he has as great an Aptneſs as holy Je exprelles-an 
Averlion, to make gold his hope, aud ts. ſay tothe 
fine gold, Thou art. my confidence, Job xxxi.- 24, 
On the other Side, he that truſts in his Wealth is 
by that fortified in his Pride. It is. iſlotle's Ob- 
ſervation, that Wealth makes contumelions and in- 
ſolent; which I preſume he infers not only from Ex- 
perience, but Reaſon alſo; for the Ground- work of 
Humility being the Senſe, of Impotence and Defect, 
he that aſſumes. a Self- ſufficiency, undermines that 
Foundation;. and inſtead of it lays the Baſis of the 
quire contrary Temper, all Hanghtineſs and Elation 
of Mind, A memorable Example of this we have 
in the inſoleat Reflexions'of Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. 
iv. 20. which had withal ſo diſmal a Conſequent, 
as methinks, ſhould,. like Lo!”'s Wife, remain a per- 
petual Monument to deter others from all Ap- 
proaches towards the like Vanity. 
1.1. And certainly it is a moſt 
important Concernment of rich 
Men to fence themſelves againſt 
this donble Temptation; to 


becaufe they have: 
nothing but what- 
they received from 


which Purpofe they can hardly the free Grace? 
find a more complete Armour, aud Bounty of, 
than what- they may borrow Cod, 


from one ſhort Sentence of the 

Apoſtle, 1 Cor. iv. 7: What haſt thou that thou haſt 
not received? Wet them look on themſelves as mere 
Receivers, and then, with what Pretence can they, 
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pride themſelves in that wherein bey are barel 

paſſive? Nay indeed, if it be thoroughly i 
theſe Receipts imply Cauſe rather of Shame than 
Boaſting ; the being filled from another's Hand is a 


ſure Argument (and tacite Reproach) of a natural and 


original Emptineſs; and if God have dealt ſo liberal. 
ly with them, they may collect it is in Compliance, 
not with their Merits, but Infirmities ; his having 
made them rich is a ſtrong Preſumption he faw 
them not prepared to be innocently poor: And fure 
Pride muit be a ſubtil Alchymiſt that can hence ex- 
tract Matter of Vanity, and might with equal Lo- 
r have perſuaded the Jews to glory in thoſe In- 

ulgences, which were granted them only for the 
Hardneſs of their Hearts. 

12, In like manner, if they 
which 11ay be with-" reflect on their Riches as re- 
drawn and taken ceived, it renders them allo a 
from us at his Pleas moſt unfit Object of Truſt. 
fure. For if they were given, they 
may alfo be taken away. We 
bold all by that old Tenure which the Lawyers ſtile 
Allodium, becauſe it is from none but God: And 
his Gifts (of this Kind at leaſt) are never fo abſo- 


Inte as to exclude Power of Revocation. He then | 


that enjoys a thing not upon Right, but Bounty, 


mult aſk his Benefactor how. far he is to preſume on 


it. And if they would do fo in this Caſe, they 


would ſoon be reſolved bow little Confidence were 
to be repoſed in Wealth. They may hear God, 


the great Patron, tell them by So/couon, that riches 
make themſelvei wings, and fly away as an eagle, 
Prov. xxiui.. 5, by Chriſt, that the Treaſures which, 
they lay up here are liable to the Moth and Ruſt, 


would but alk 


and Thieves; and by the + 9s . they are un- 


certain Riches. Nay indeed, if the 


themſelves, their own. daily Experience and Obſer- 
EE a vation, 
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Sea. V. Atoantage of Wealth, 5 
vation, that would bear the fame Teſfimony. E- 
very Day almoſt gives ſome renewed Inſtance of it. 
What Multitudes of Accidents are there to Which 
Mens Goods are liable“ a rough Wind, a tempeſtuous 
Sea, ſinks at once the Merchant and his Ship ; an ill 
Seaſon, an hungry Soil, cats out the Huſbandman: 
Aud they who run not either of theſe” Hazards, 
thofe whom neither the Water nor the Earth ſwal- 
low ap, a Fire may yet conſume And can there 
any Security be fancied in that Wealth, which is 
thus a Prey to each Element lingle, and yet more 
often to them united in Man, to whoſe Frauds or 
Violences more have owed their impoveriſhing than 
to any of the former Accidents? And now what 
greater Infatuation can there be, than to place a 
T ruſt on that which is fo flitting and unſteady, to. 
lean on a broken Reed, or, in Sclamon's Phraſe, ta 
ei one's eyes upon that which is not? 
12. But if, by an impoſhble Sup- 
poſition, we ſhould imagine Riches The U/z/eſneſs: 
to be as permanent as they are in- and Inſuffici- 
deed ankles > yet, unleſs they ency of Riches 
had as well Strength as Conſtancy, in many Caſes. 
they could with no Reaſon be de- of Neceſſity. 
pended on. He that ſtays by his 
Friend to the laſt Minute, if he have no Power ta 
aſſiſt him, is my a Spectator, not. a Reliever of his 
Sufferings.. And alas! how many. Miferies are Mem: 
ſubject to, in which. Wealth can give them no Aid ?. 
Is a Man afflicted in his Body with Pain? the Indies 
are not a competent Price for a Minute's Eafe, an. 
Hour's Sleep. Is he perſecuted in his Name with: 
Reproach ? it is not whole Ingots of Gold that 
will ſtop the Mouth of Fame : Nay oftentimes the 
Obloquy is itſelf merely the Progeny of his Wealth,, 
that breeding Envy, and Envy Detraction. But if 
the Sore lie yet deeper, if it be the Soul that ſuffers,, * 
that 


575 FP Ie Gentleman's Calling. Sect. V. 


that is yet farther removed from Poſſibility of Re- 
lief this Way. If it ſuffer 23 a Slave under the 
Dominion of Sin, no Treaſure can redeem from that 
Vaſlalage. Wealth docs indeed too often, by ad- 
miniſtring Temptation, ſtrengthen thoſe Chains, but 
it cannot break them, as appears too evidently by 
the Number of fuck rich Bondmen. If it groan un- 
der tbe Guilt of Sin, labour under the Terrors of 
an acculing Conſcience, alas | Gold is no Balm to 
wounded Spirit: The Luxuries which that has ſup» 
orted, may help to pierce, but it has no Power to 
heal. Or laſtly, if the Soul fall finally under the 
Puniſhment of Sin, there is no commuting that Pe- 
nange, buying off that Smart: Riches. abuſed may 
indeed ſwell the Account, and multiply the Stripes, 
but they can never bribe the Remiſſion of any. The 
Wiſe Man hath allured us this, Prov. xi. 


Riches profit nat in the day of wrath. Nor does this 


carry any Oppoſition to the Counſel of our Saviour, 
Luke xvi. . of mating friends of the mammon of 
wnrighteouſneſs : For he refers not there to any na- 


tural or inherent. Property of Riches, but only to 


that extrinſick and accidental Advantage may be 
made of them, proportionably of what. Was ſaid be- 
fore of the unjult Steward, whoſe dexterous Mana- 
ery was it that rendered his Lord's Debts ſo uſc- 
Fu to him; not that they had any. proper innate 
Virtue to ſecure him from the Neceſſity either of 
begging or digging. And therefore we ſee Chriſt's 
Words run. not in an annunciative, but an exhor- 
tatory Stile: He tells us not that Mammon thall 
make us Friends, but excites us to make that our 
own Care, and by a prudent Diſpoſure to make it 
ſubſervient to an End above its native Efficacy. But 


all this is ſure very reconcilable with that natural 


Impotency we have obſerved in it. Wealth chari- 
tably diſpoſed may have excellent Effects, but yet 
| thoſs 
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thoſe are to be aſcribed to the Charity, not the 
Wealth, which ſtill remains in its own Effence the 
| fame unactive Lump in the Cheſt that it was in the 
Mine, like the Heathen Deities, unable to protect its 
moſt zealous Idolaters. As a further Inſtance where- 
of, I may add that which will found very like a2 
Riddle, that Riches cannot deliver even from pre- 
ſent Want; which yet is demonſtrably true in all 
thoſe rich Miſers, whoſe Bellies are lank, while 
their Coffers are full; a Sort of tantalized Crea- 
'tures, not peculiar only to this latter Age, for we 
find them deſcribed by Solomon, Eceleſiaſt. vi. 2. 
| A man to whom God hath ginen riches, wealth and 
Honour, fo that he. wanteth nothing for his feu of all 
that he defireth, yet Cod giveth him not power to eat 
thereof. So inſtgniticant a thing is Wealth, that 
without the Addition of a new Power, it enables 
him not to receive the leaſt Benefit from it. 

14. When all this is conſidered, what is there in 
Wealth that can invite the leaſt Confidence, ſince it 
appears ſo utterly unable to fecure Men in their 
moſt important Intereſts, nay to do that which it 
molt immediately and moſt colourably pretends to, 
the keeping them from Want? And. therefore he | 
that will not run himſelf upon that fad Defeat of i 
being diſappointed in his Truſts, failed in his greateſt - | 
Exigents, mult look out for ſome firmer Ground 
whereon to build. But alas! our Soil affords it 
not, all here below was long ſince pronounced, by 
one that wanted neither Wiſdom nor Experience, 
to be Vanity. Such Mutations and Viciſſitudes at- 
tend all ſublunary things, that he that attempts to 
erect any durable Satisfaction on them, out-does the 

_ Folly of that abſurd Architect Chriſt mentions, and 
builds not on the Sand; but Water: And in this 
Senſe the World is ſtill under a Deluge, not fo 
much dry Ground as where a Dove may relt her Foot. 
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15. We are then driven by 
Our chief Hep and way of neceſſary Refuge, to 
Trufl, notwitlſtaud- that which ſhould be our vo- 
ing all our Riches, luntary Choice, to come home 
ought to be in Cod, to the Ark to ſhelter ourſelves 
the Giver of them under his Wings, where alone 
all. | e may ſecurely reſt, and ac- 
| cording to the Advice which 
7 . the Apoſtle ſubjoins to theſe Cautions, to truſ! in 
1 the living Cod. And to do this amidſt all the Se- 
1 ducements of Wealth, to ſee through all thoſe Mills 
223353 which the Fumes of Plenty raiſe, and whilit they | 
_ enjoy che Gift, to confide only in the Giver, is in- 
8 diſpenſibly the Duty, and ſhould be the Care of every 
5 one, to whom St. Pa directs this Charge, ail that 
EE. are rich in this world, 
8 16. And ſuch, in the laſt place, 
A Rich Men ought are to take notice of another 
1 not to atuſe Branch of their Obligation, and 
. their Wealth : that is, to uſe that Advantage 
1 Intemperance which their Wealth gives them 
—_ and Exce/5, towards the Exerciſe of Temper- 
= ance; which indeed can never be 
1 known to be truly ſuch, but when there are Oppor- 


DE tunities and Temptations to the contrary; He that 
4 hath nothing wherewith to maintain a Riot, leaves it 


—_ doubtfal both to others and himſelf, whether his. Ab- 
ES, ſtinences be the Effects of Poverty or Temper ; but 
—_ he that has all the Feuel for Luxury, and yet permits 


EE, it not to kindle, he approves his Sobriety to be in- 
_ deed his Choice, not his Fate. And this is a moſt 


_ excellent Privilege of Wealth: And though it is to 
1 f de doubted ir ſcarce finds room in moſt of our Cata- 
_ logues, yet certainly it merits a principal place, as 
_—_— being much the greateſt of all thoſe which reflect 
* only upon the Perſon hunſelf. This relilting of 

. | ; Temptations 
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Temptations is truly that heroick Courage wor- 
thy of thoſe that pretend to Honour, fit to deno- 
minate a Gallant Man. T with thoſe who ſeek that 
Reputation by many raſh and unwarrantable Adven- 
tures, would here entertain their youthful Ardours, 
this being a Field where they may be aſſured never 
to want Combatants. One while Gluttony pre- 
fents itſelf, armed with the Allurements of a full 
and delicate Fable: And though one would think 
him but a defpicable Affailant, that has only the 
Kitchen for his Armory, yet Experience ſhews us, 
thoſe edgeleſs Weapons may vie with the keeneſt 
for the Mortalneſs of their Effects. At another 
time Drunkennets ſends a Challenge by delicious Li- 
quor, chearful and diverting Company, and that 
not without Menace of Infamy to him, who ſhall 
own. ſo much religious Cowardice as to fear to ha- 
zard his Sobriety in the Encounter. Sometimes a- 
gain Laſt attaches him with the piercing Darts, the 
killing Glances of a proſtitute Beauty. In the 
mean time Pride, the moſt fly and treacherous of 
all the reſt, is perpetually laying Ambuſhes for him 
in the Adorations of his Flatterers,. the Vanity of 
his Attire, and innumerable Kinds of Exceſſes. And 
now what Knight-errant would wiſh for more En- 
counters! Or why ſhould Men range abroad to in- 
vite Quarrels, whilſt they tamely ſuffer fuch Troops 
of Enemies to bid them daily Defiance! It is, they 
ſay, a Maxim among the Swordmen, that he that 
has ones been baffled, is ever after an incompetent 
Challenger. JI wilh it might bave this one ſober 
Application, that Men would ſuſpend all other Du- 
els till they have righted themſelves on their Vices, 
and by ſome ſignal Conqueſts redeemed themſelves 
from that Obloquy and Defamation, which theſe 
mean, yet inſulting, Adverſaries have expoſed them 
to. | 


17. Having 
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60 The Gentleman*s Calling. Sect. V. 
17. Having ſhewn what Uſes 

Many Men to be are duly to be made of Wealth, 
blamed for ne- let us now look back, and con- 
glefting the Im- ſider whether any of them be or- 
provement of dinarily diſcernible in Practice. 
their Eſtates, And here we ſhall meet with one 
Sort of Men, who {tumble at the 


very Threſhold, that fail in that firit Part of Duty 


on which all the reſt depend: I mean thoſe who by a 
ſupine Negligence ſuffer their Eſtates to moulder and 
conſume inſenſibly, for want of an eaſy Inſpection 
and Overlight, Of ſuch as theſe former Ages have 
afforded Inſtances, and doubtleſs the preſent allo, 
tho” the Number of the luxurious Waſters do now ſo 
overwhelm them, that they are the leſs diſcernable. 
And tho* this ſeem to be the Effect only of Sloth, 
yet certainly there are other Concurrents to it, ge- 
nerally theſe two: Firſt, ſuch an Overweening of. 
their Wealth, that they think it incxhaultible; and, 
ſecondly, an Opinion, that it is 2 mean and peaſant- 
ly thing for aGentleman to give himſelf the Trouble 
of looking after his Fortune. The Motives are too 
ridiculous to deſerve a Confutation; but in the mean 
time it cannot but extort Pity to ſee Families 
ruined by ſuch vain Whimſies. And what tolerable 
Account can ſuch 1 Parent give to his beggared Of- 
ſpring, to whomit is very likely he may propagate the 
Pride and Sloth which made the mere Managery of 
an Eſtate too hard for him, and yet withal bequeaths 
them the ſadder Toil of getting one? Nay, what 
account can he pive to God from whom he received 
it, in order to ſeveral Ends, if he thus at once de- 
feat them all! It was a Command to the Jews that, 
they ſhould not cut down fruit-ir:c5, though it were 
for fo neceſſary an Uſe as to advonce 4: ſiege, Dear, 
XX. 19. But this is the hewing down that Stock 
from whch ſo much good Fruit ſhould ſpring, and 

| . that 
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that without any Pretence either of Neceſũty or 
Reaton. 

18. Our next View will preſent 
us withanother Sort of Perſon, who and for not be- 
as much tranſęreſſes the Duty of ing content:d 
Contentedneſs in both theParts of it. with their um 
It is no Prodigy to ſee Men, whom and invadt 
God hath afforded the Portion of that of their 


© the Rich, ſcarce toallow themſelves Neighbours ; 


that of the Poor ; fo letting their 

Eye be evil even to themſelves, becauſe God is good. 
The Egyptians were ſuch zealous Reverers of thoſe 
Creatures which they worthipped, that he that vio- 


| lated them was in danger of ſtoring, Exod. viii. 26. 


So theſe Men, who have ſet up their Wealth for 
their God, pay it ſo muck Veneration, that as they 
are 3 to have it invaded by others, ſo they 
ure 

ſelves. They have inſhrined it to receive their Ad- 
orations, and it is now become Sacrilege {indeed the 
only one they ſeruple) to debaſe it to the Supply of 
their Neceſſities. They are ſtrange Auſterities 
which the Votaries of this Deity will endure, e- 
ven beyond the Mortifications of the moſt rigid 
Aſcetick. Their whole lives are a perpetual Con- 
tradiction to all the Appetites of Nature ; yet alas! 
that infers here no Contpliance with thoſe of Grace, 
but, as if they meant to ſet up a third Party in the 
World, they equally oppoſe theſe. And now. he 
that thus oppreſſes himſelf, no wonder if he do the 
like to others, if he extort the utmoſt that either 
Power or Frand can wring from any. And that 
this Work may not be retarded, he is provided of 
Variety of Inſtraments for it. Sometimes Bribe 
muſt give him a legal Colour to rob his Neighbour. 


Or if a Witneſs prove a better Penny-worth than 


the Judge, Subornation ſhall do the Buſineſs. Some- 
Vor. III. F 7 times 


raid to offer the leaſt Violence to it them 
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times Extortion ſhali prey upon a needy Creditor, 
and that not only with the flower Gnawings of .a 
Canker, but with the more ravenous Devourings of 
the Vulture. Sometimes the Rack is brought out, 
and a poor Tenant faſtened on it, and there ſo 
ſtrained and diſtorted, that he can never knit again 
to any competent Subſiſtence. Sometimes again, 2 
poor neighbouring Prodiga! ſhall be ſpurred on to 
further Riot, fed with Money, that ſo by a forfeit- 
ed Mortgage he may ſeize on his Eſtate, In 2 word, 
it were endleſs to reckon up all the Engines of Ra- 
pine which this greedy Invader hath in his Maga- 
zine. And of ſuch a one I preſume every Man will 
pronounce, that he notoriouſly violates the Precept 
of Contenteduels. | 
19. But though this be the groil- 
end cop2ting eſt, yet is he not the only Tranigreſ- 
more than for. There is alſo another more 
they hav? re- plauſible Sort, who, though they do 
al Occaſion not thus ſcek to increaſe their Wealth 
at other Mens Coſts, yet do it too 
much at their own ; whoſe Braufs 
are mere Forpes of Projects, perpetually hammer- 
ing out ſome new Contrivance for Gain, that con- 
tinually travail in Birth of ſome freth Improvement, 
fuffer all the Pangs and Throws of a carking Solici- 
tude in purſuit of it. I know this Piece of Cove- 
20uſneſs bath better Luck than the reſt, and paſſes 
for a creditable thing, under the ſpecious Name of 
Good Haſbandry ; but ſurely, if it be throughly 
penetrated, it will appear no leſs oppoſite to Con- 


tentment than the former. Nor can that Guilt be 


evaded by thoſe that ſay, they ſeck to advance 
their Fortunes, not out of the Miſer's Deſign of 
hoarding up, but out of the more generous Purpoſe 
of living more ſplendidly. For ſure he that covets 
more to ſpend, is as little contented in his Portion, 

. as 


eee 
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as he that covets more to lay up: He that thinks 
his Table too ſcanty, his Equipage too low, is as 


far from being fatisfied as he that thinks his Land too 


little, his bag too empty. So that it is apparent 
theſe Arrows come out of the ſame Quiver, though 
they be ſhot at ſeveral Marks. 

20. And between both theſe 
Motives of gripping, no wonder whereby Charzty 
if the Duty of Alns-giving be and Amgiv- 
crowded into a very narrow Com- ing is greatly 
paſs; That excellent Virtue of mneg/etted and 
Charity has indeed much of the diſabled. * 
Image and Impreſs of Chriſt upon 
it: But the World has given it a further Kind of 
Conformity with him than he ever deſigned, its Crus 
cifixion between Covetouſnefs and Luxury, being 
the Counterpart of his hanging between the 
Thieves. There wants only one Member of the 
Parallel, the breaking the Legs of theſe Malefactors, 
which, God knows, our Soldiers, nay many Armies 
of them, have not been able to do. The many In- 
ſtances theſe Times Lave given of the ſudden Diſſipa- 
tion of Mens idolized Heaps, have not yet ſo diſciplin- 
ed the Worldliag, as to perſuade him to lay up his 
Treaſure in Heaven, And the loud Calls of God to 
weeping and mourning and girding with Sackcloth, 
have moſt prepoſterouſly been echoed back-with the 
loader Noiſe of Mens Revellings and wild Jols 
lities. And then, they who thus deſpiſe the Judg- 
ment of God, are very unlikely to compathonate 
the Miſeries of Men, and I doubt there are many 
who thus anſwer the Character of the unjuſt Judge, 
Luke xvii. that neither fear Cod, nor regard man, 


nay, that far ouigo him in Incxorableneſs of Tem- 


per. He was to be wrought upon by Importunity, 
but fo petrified are theſe Mens Bowels, that no 
Prayers nor Tears can diſſolve them. It js a much 

ES eaſier 
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Rich Men look upon poor, as if they were Crea- 
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eaſier Taſk to dig Metal out of its native Mine, 
than to fetch it out of the covetous Man's Coffer. 
4 he Earth, though ſhe hide, yet ſhe guards not her 
Treaſure, it is acceſſible to the Induſtry of any that 
will fearch for it: Rut he, like an Argus, ſtands 
Centinel about his, and ſounds an-Alarm upon the 
remoteit Appearance of a poor Suppliant. With 
hat Jealouſy does he eye any that he can but fan- 
cy to come upon that ungrateful Errand, and then 
bew many Arts has he to prevent the Ault ? Or 
if, by {ome extraordinary Charm, all his Eyes have ſo 
Nepr at once, that he happen to be ſurpriſed, yet 
he has {5 many Weapons of Defence, that the Af 
{:ilant ſhall gain little by it, but the Shame of an 
open Repulſe, being ſure to find him impregnable. 
As for the Voluptuary, he has ſo many expenſive 
Luſts to maintain, that he has Difficulty enough 
how to gratify them all in the Diſtribution of his 
Wealth: They are Competitors to each other, yet 
join to keep out that which would be a common 
one to them all. He that grudges not the w IIdeſt 
Profuſions of his Wealth, yet thinks an A\ms will 
undo him. It is the grand Buſineſs of his Life to 
contrive Ways of Expence: Yet when any Object 
of Charity preſents one, he becomes thrifty on the 
ſudden, like the Senſitive Plant, farinks at that 
Touch, and that open Hand of his clutches as falt 


as if ſome Convulſion had contracted it. Thus total- 


ly have Men forgot upon what Terms their Wealth 
was given them, and thereby, like miſerable Chy- 
miſts, extract Poiſon out of Cordials, a Curſe out 
of a Bleſſing. Riches were deſigned by God to be 
ſubſervient to that Compaſſion which he has im- 

lanted in human Nature: But now they are be- 
come the Means of ſuppreſſing and eradicating it. 
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tures of another Species, things whereip they were 
perfectly unconcerned. It is Strada's Fancy, that 
there is ſuch a Sympathy raiſed between two Needles 
touched by the fame Loadſtone, that Perſons at 
the preatelt Diſtance may by the Conſent of their 
Motion maintain a Correſpondency. I ſhall not un- 

ertake for the Truth of the Experiment, but, how- 
ever, methinks it is matter of Reproach to us, that 
theſe inanimate Creatures ſhould have fo much ob- 
{ervable Accord, as to give pretence for ſuch a Con- 
jecture, whilſt Men who have ſo many undoubted 
Principles of Union, both from Nature and Grace, 
have quite exſtinguiſhed all Eflects of them. That 
too many have ſo, there needs no other Evidence 
than the many unſuccoured Extremities of the Poor: 
For how elſe can it become poſſible that one Rank 
oi Men thould gluttonize ind another ſtarve? that 
he that thinks it Death to endure either the Want 
or Moderation of a Meal, ſhould never confider 
what are the Grippings of the (till empty Stomach ? 
that he ſhould, without all Regret, ſee his own hu- 
man Nature pining and langviſhing in the Perſon of 
his poor Brother, whilſt in himſelt it is oppreſt with 
the quite contrary Exceſſes, and might be relieved 
in both by a more equal Diſtribution ? 

21. And now, who can ſuf- 

ficiently deplore the Wants of The great Sin of 


the Poor, ſhall J fay, or rather Uncharitableneſs - 


the Inhumanity of the Rich! in tho/ethat have 
This ſurely is the {adder Spectacle wherewithaltodo 
of the two: The one only ſuffers, with, and yet will 
the other ſins. And that Suffer- not. 

ing toe may end in eternal Re- | 
freſhments, whereas the other in: endleſs. Torment. 
Lazarus reſts in Abraham's Boſom, when the un- 
charitable Glutton fries in perpetual Flames. And 
oh that this were throughly weighed, that they 
F 3 would: 
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would conſider that every Degree of Unmercifulnefs 


they ſhew to others, reverts with a rebouhded 
Force upon themſelves! Alas! it is not ſo much 


the poor Man's Body, as their own Souls that ſuc 


for their Alms. And whenever they ſhut up their 
Bowels. of Compaſſion from the one, what do they 
but, cep ev Tape, ſeal up God's Store-houſes 
and Treaſuries from the other ? When they deny 
the Crumbs from their Table, they deny theni- 
ielves a Drop of Water to cool their Tongues. 

22. But ] fear this of Illiibe» 
Many Men main- rality my paſs for a moderate 
#ain their Luxury Crime in this Age, when fo ma- 
at the Charge of ny are guilty of another fo far 
the Poor, by tal. tranſcending it. For do we not 


ind uo Care lo pay ſee divers, who, inſtead of abat- 


what they owe ing their Exeeſſes to relieve the 
them. Poor, do maintain their Riot 


apon them ? If the deſperate 


Debts of poor Tradeſmen were examined, I doubt 
not this would appear a ſad Truth. It is become ſo 


Faſhionable a thing to run into Scores, and fo un- 


faſhionable to pay them, that he is ſcarge thought. 
well-bred that has not. bankrupted one at leaſt of 
each Trade he deals with. "Their only Care is to get 
credulous. Merchants, who ſo long as they truſt 


ſtoutly ſhall have fair Words, butif once their Faith. 
fail, then, as if the Solifidian Doctrine had ſtretched. 


itſelf into Traffick as well as Divinity, they are pro- 
nounced Reprobates, and as ſolicitouſly avoided, as 
the Separatiſt ſhuns a Perſon whom he is pleaſed to 
call Carnal. Poſterns and obſcurePaſſages are contriv- 
ed on purpoſe to eſcape them; ſo that a poor Credi- 
tor maſt give many Days, nay Months Attendance, 
before he can ſo ſurpriſe a Gentleman as to come but 
to alk his on; and then the beſt Return he uſually 
meets with, is. ſome empty Promiſes to bribe a De- 

5 | lay. 
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lay. But ſometimes he fares much worſe, and as 
if it were a Crime not to ſtarve ſilently, he is re- 
viled and reproached, and harſh and contumelious 
Language become his only Payment. It has been 
tecelved as a Maxim, that we are all kind to our own 
Creatures: But this Caſe ſhewsit is nouniverſal Rule; 
for thoſe who thus make poor Men, are of all other 
the moſt barbarous to them in their Poverty. But 
let thoſe who thus ſhuffle off their Reckonings 
with Men, remember that there will come a Day 
when they ſhall not be able to decline their Account 
to God. And with what Horror and Confuſion 
muſt they appear at that Audit, when they ſhall. 
be charged, not only with miſpending their own E- 


ſtates, but other Mens, the having added Robbery to 


Unmercifulneſs ? 

23. If, in the next place, 
ve ſhall reflect upon the Apo- Rich Men are very. 
ſtle's Caution of not being high- apt ts be put up 
minded, or truſting in uncertain with ride and Con- 
Riches, we mult turn to our tempt of others on 


| Bibles to be ſatisfied there was the- acc nm of their 


ever any fuch Charge given, Wealth ; 

there is. ſo little of it to be 
read in Mens Practices. Humility is a Plant that 
is carefully weeded out. of all rich Grounds, aceount- 
ed a mean degenerous Quality, that, like Treaſon, 


atiaints the Blood, and forfeits Nobility. Genthes. - 


men, though m are for the malt part very guilt» 
leſs of the Phariſee's Abſtinence, the faſting twice 
a-week, do yet tranſcribe the worſe Part of his Co- 
py, the thinking they are not like other Men, and 
believe it a Juſtice they owe their Birth to do ſo. 
They have mounted themſelves aloft, and Tooking. 
down from thoſe Pinnacles of Honour, all below 
ſeem little and contemptible creeping Things of the 
Earth, Worms, and no Men. Lam not ſo for con — 
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founding of Qualities, as to exact they ſhould chuſe 
| their Intimates and Companions out of the loweſt 
Rank. I know Prudence as well as Pride has drawn 
It! a Partition-wall between them (though perhaps the 
4 lat ter has raiſed it to an unneceſſary Height) but I 
5 0 wiſh it might be remembered, that as the Precept of 
5 15 not eating Blood was deſigned not for itſelf, but as 
A aan Hedge againſt Murder, ſo that juſt Diſtance which 
— Order recommends between the Noble and the 
4 Mean, is valuable only as a Fence againſt baſe and 
| ignoble Practices; true Greatneſs conliſting in de- 
3 | ſpiſing not the Perſons, but the Vices of the Vuk 
= 4 gar. Yet here alas! the Scene is quite changed, and 
" | # many who look the moſt faltidiouſly on the one, 
—— will yet mix freely with the other; and while they 

— foar the higher in the Opinion of their Superiort- 
r ty, do yet ſtoop to the ſordid Beſtialities of the 


WR moſt abjet of Men. Nay, indeed this Lure docs 
N — f - ! 4 

| = ſometimes make many of them deſeend even from 
—— their Punctilios, and thoſe who at another Meeting 


- | mult have lookt for no other Treatment but what 

| = St. James deſcribe 22S li Staud thou ther 

|: _—_ St. fame, QEICTIBES, fame li. 3. Maud thou there, or 

fit here under my faolſiccl, frail in the Rounds of 
Good-feliowliip be equal with the beſt: Such a 

. | Leveller is, Debauchery, that it takes off all Di- 
_ ſtinctions. But in the mean time how great x Shame is | 


1 it that ſuch vicious Motives ſhall have Force enough 
WEE” to make them thus degrade themſelves, when all the 


_— Engagements of Chriſtianity are not able to do that 
_ which is much leſs, to abate any thing of thoſe 
EY Tumours, thoſe ſwelling Conceits of their own 
—_— _ Greatneſs, or (in the Pſalmiſt's Phraſe). to make 
_— them &zew themſelves to be but men. | 
- i and prone to truft in * 3 has the other 
TT ancertain Kiches more ON © _ er 
_ han in the living Cod. ud better Succeſs among 
LE. Ys them. It is in many of 
Ss 8 13 | | - . ; | : = | them 
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them too diſcernable, that they place that Truſt in 
uncertain Riches, which they ſhould repoſe on- 


— 


ly in the living God, ſo making his Gifts his 


Rivals, and raiſing him a Competitor even of his 


own Bounty. For this we need no other Ways of - 


Probation than only to-examine, whither it is, that, 
in any Caſe of Difficulty or Diſtreſs, they make their 
earlieſt and moſt importunate Addreſſes, for there 
we may conclude them to fix the greateſt Confi- 
dence. And 1 fear it is too apparent, that where 
Wealth makes but any the flightelt Pretences, 
promiſes the leaſt Aid, though but remote, and at 
the ſecond hand, it has moſt- of their Applications. 
Thus in caſe of Diſeaſe, they whole Plenty enables 
them for the coſtlier Methods of Cure, is not their 
firſt Reſort thither? do not their Fees fly faſter than 
their Prayers! and are they not they much haſtier 
to invite the Phyſician than the Divine? Nay, in- 
deed, the latter is ſcarce ever admitted, till the for- 
mer have forſaken them; a ſhrewd Indication where 
their prime Hopes are built. So again, in any dif- 
aitrous Event, the firſt Eſſay is whether Money will 


heal the Wound. He that is under the Diſpleaſure 


of a Superiour, ſecks to appeaſe by Preſents, or 
buys the Friendſhip of a Blaſtus, Acts xit. 20. to 
mediate for him. He that is brought betore a Tri- 
bunal, endeavours with the ſame golden Engine to 
draw off his Profecntor, or bend and incline his 
Judge. He whoſe Wealth makes him purfaed as 
a delirable Prey, expects his Satety even from that 
which is the Original of his Danger ; and as if like 
a Scorpion it alone could cure its own Sting, tries 
whether a Part will ſecure the Whole. And in the 
mean time no Attempt is made to call in God to 
their Reſcue; as if he were an idle uaconcerned 
Spectator of human Affalrs, or ſo inconliderable an 
Ally, as not to be worth the Care of engaging him 
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on theit Side. Nay, even in their laſt and dread- 
fulleſt Danger, many ſeem not to quit their Depend- 
ence on their Wealth; ſome teſtamentary Charities 
muſt then do Wonders for them, and paſs for all 
thoſe Fruits of Repentance, which ſhould ſecure them 
from the Wrath to come. Even thoſe that have 
drank the Blood of the Poor, ſuffered the moſt of it 
to incorporate into their Eſtates, think by diſgor- 
ging ſome {mall Part of it (which perhaps lies crude, 
not yet digeſted) in a Legacy, to eaſe their Con- 
ſciences: So adapting their Reſtitutions to their 


70 


Kapines, only in this one reſpect, that thoſe as 


weil as theſe are of another Man's Goods; they ne- 
ver commencing till Death hath diſſeiſed them of al! 
Propriety, as if the Iniquity of the Fathers were 
in this Senſe to be viſited upon the Children. Thus 
their Wills become their own Paſs-port, to-convey 
them to Hrabam's Boſom, and by thus cajoling the 
Poor at parting, they truſt to ex(tinguiſh- the Cla- 
mours of all former Oppreſſions, and in ſpite of Solo- 
un will hope, that riches /hall profit in the day of 
wrath. It will not here be pertinent to enquire how 
many other Objects of Traf chey have, which divert 
them from that one, to which the Apoſtle directs 
them. It may ſufhce in general to ſay, that none 
can be ſuppoſed indeed to truſt on the living God, 
but thoſe who by tincere Piety qualify themſelves 
for bis Protection; according to which Meaſure, it 
is to be feared, many even of the faireſt Pretcnders 
Will be excluded. | | | 
25. If now we proceed to the 
laſt Part of the Rich Man's Duty, 
the Exercife of, Temperance, we 
may without an Augur divine the 
Return of that Inqueſt. For it 
having formerly appeared that 
they turn that Stream which 


ſhould 


Riches are too 
often aTempta- 
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Sect. V. Advaniage of Education. 71 
ſnould low in Charity, to make the fuller Current 


for their Luxury, it is viſible they are far from ge- 


ſigning any Self-denial. But if that Inference were 
not Proof enough of it, they daily give us ocular 


Demonſtrations: What ſtudious Proviſions do they 


make for the Fleſh to fulfil the Luſts thereof, Rom. 
xiii. 14. Nature affords not Meat delicate enough 
for their Palates ; it muſt be adulterated with the 
coſtly Mixtures of Art, before it can become genteel 
Nouriſhment. And in this they are arrived to ſuch 
a Niceneſs, that Cookery is become a very myſteri- 
ous Trade, the Kitchen has almoſt as many Intrica- 
cics as the Schools. And the Quantity of their 
Meat is not leſs extravagant than the Kind ; one 
that did but examine their Bills of Fare, would 
think the Dog's Appetite were the epidemick Diſ- 
eaſe among them, if he did not conſider they had 
Eyes to be fed as well as Bellies. Nor will they be 
ſo ununiform as not to have their Drink bear a full 
Proportion with their Meat : and it were well if it 
did no more, that their Drinking had but thoſe ſet 
Hours of their Meals, that ſo there might be at leaſt 
ſome Intervals and Pauſes in their Dehauches; 
whereas now many Perſons allow themſelves no 
longer Intermiſſions than may juſt qualify them for 
a new Exceſs; recover their Wits only fo far as 
may put them in Capacity of loſing them again. 
26. But beſides theſe, there is another Sort of 
Proviſion for the Fleſh, of which they are no lefs 


ſolicitous, and which many buy at very dear Rates. 


The Embraces of a Wife are as nauſeous to them 
as Manna to the Tfraelites. It is Variety they hunt 
after ; and fo they might have the Turk's Seraglio, 
they would not ſtick to take his Mahometaniſni 
withal. Nay, if that were as agreeable to their 
Reaſon to believe as to their Inclinations to em- 
brace, they would certainly reckon it a ang 

| | art 
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part of the Prize, as that which to the preſent 
Poſſeſſion ſuperadds a liberal Reverſion of thoſe bru- 
tiſn Delights, and would think they had made a ve- 
ry commodious Bargain, to have fo exchanged the 
Chriſtians preſent Purity and future Heaven. 
27. To all theſe Exceſſes 
Wealth oft abuſæad that of their Apparel does per- 
to Pride and Ex- fectly correſpond : So much 
ceſi in Apparel, Colt, fo much Buſineſs goes to 
it, that one may almoſt as cheap- 


ly and eaſily rig out a Ship as ſet ont a Gentle- 


man in his complete Equipage. How many Artiit- 
cers go there to the piecing him up ? he that ſhould 
aſſign him one to each Limb would much contract 
the Number, which is indeed ſo great, that if it 
were computed it would be found it conſtituted moſt 
of the Trades in a Commonwealth. A ſtrange Diſ- 
proportion, that the little World ſhould fo much 
outvy the greater; and a lively Inſtance it is of the 
multiplying Faculty of Vanity, that can improve 
Nature's ſimple Neceſſity of Covering, to ſuch an 
exorbitant Exceſs, and has nurſt up the firſt Fig- 
leaves to ſuch a luxuriant Growth, that the Hercini- 
an Oaks, which Mela tells ſuch Wonders of, are but 
a Kind of Pigmy-plant to them that thus overſpread 
the World, and fm covering of Shame, are grown 
to ſhadow, and darken Reaſon itſelf, fo creating a 
moral Nakedneſs wliilſt they hide a natural. 

28. To all the reſt we may 


Rich Men are ge: add their Sports and Recrea- 


nerally too profuſe tions, the Expenſiveneis where- 
and expenſive in of is noway inferior to all the 
their Sports and former. Gaming, like a Quick- 
Keecreations. ſand, '{wallows,up a Man in a 
| Moment ; and how many ſuch 

Wrecks have theſe latter Ages produced ? Hawks, 
and Hounds, and Horſes, &c. are ſomewhat flower 
* . : Devourers, 
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Devourers, yet as they are managed by ſome, tend 
much to the ſame End : So that methinks ſuch Men 
— to make the ſame Menace to their Eſtates 
Which Coliuth did to David, 1 Sam. xvii. 44. 1 w 
give thee to the fowls of the air, and to the beafls of 
the field. Such vaſt Numbers of them they have, 
and thoſe kept with ſuch Niceneſs and Curiolity, as 
if they had a Deſign to debauch the poor Animals, 
and infect them with their Luxury. It is now no 
News, in the literal Senſe, to have the Childrens 
Bread given to Dogs; and it may within a while be 
as little, to have not only their Children, but them- 
ſelves want it. For Prodigality is of the Nature 
of the Viper, and eats ont the Bowels of that 
Wealth which gave it Birth; and AGeor's Fate 
was both Emblem and Story, to be eaten up with 
his Dogs. 

29. We have ſeen now how | 
much their Practice ſWerves from A prudent Over. 
their Duty. Let us next a little ſight and moderate 
conlider, whether they might not Huprovement of 
be happier if they were regulat- heir E/tates is a 
ed by it. And firſt, a prudent great Advantage 
Overiight of their Eſtates, is to them. 
ſure far from being ſich an op- 
preſſing Burden as ſome are willing to fancy it. 
For if it be moderate, and ſuch only I recommend, 
it is ſuppoſed to exclude all painful and diſquieting 
Solicitudes, and then it becomes only of the Nature 
of a Divertiſement, helps them off with fome of 
thoſe ſpare Hours, whoſe Emptineſs becomes their. 
Load, and which they would elſe be in pain, and 
probably at no ſmall Colt to diſpoſe of. And I fee 
not why it ſhould not be full as pleaſant at the in- 
ſtant, to talk of their own Afﬀairs, as of other 
Mens (which yet are the uſual Entertainment of 
thoſe that neglect their own ;) to take up Accounts 
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| at home as Reckonings at the Tavern : And I am 
1 ſure it is much more ſo in the Conſequences of it, 
4 as much as Peace is above Diſcord and Tumult, 
Plenty above Indigence and Necefhity. , 
| 30. Next, for Contentment ; 
By Contentedneſs with univerſal Conſent ſuperſedes the 
14 their Eſtates is the Labour of proving that a Hap- 
1 $1 greateſt Weaith aud pinels, it being unanimouſly ac- 
mu - Happincſs in this corded to be the Elixir and 
+7108 Word. Quinteſſence of all that pre- 
1 N tends to that Title; to be to 
all theſe outward things, as the Soul is to the Bo- 
| dy, that which animares and infpirits them, with- 
34 out which they are but dead, yea noiſom Carcaſes, 
| Preſſures inſtead of Enjoyments. This is the true 
| Philoſophers Stone, that turns all it touches into 
Gold ; the poor Man is rich with it, and the richeſt 
oor without it. Whoever therefore deſires to im- 
prove his Eſtate, let him begin his Culture or Huſ- 
.bandry upon his Mind, plant there this Tree of 
Life, the Shade whereof will yield him a perpetual 
Refreſhment, it will make him always as rich as he 
deſires to be; and he certainly knows not what he 
aſks that demands more. 
31. The next Duty, that 
Liberality and Alu of Liberality, may perhaps be 
deeds do rather en- thought not to have ſo ami- 
creaſe than diminiſh able an Aſpect; but it is on- 
an Eſiate. ly by thoſe who look upon 
it through {alſe Glatſes : Men 


generally conſider it as a Piece of ſpiritual Ravine, 


an Engine framed by Divines to force open their 
Coffers, and plunder them without a War. But if 
they would but turn the right End,of the Perſpec- 
tive, it would then have a quite contrary Appear- 
ance ; they would diſcern that it is the Means -to 


multiply, not diminilh their Store, a more 3 
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Way of Uſury than any the greedieſt Extortioner” 

hath ever found out. It is « lending to the Lord, 

Prov. xix. 17. who ſurely is the moſt ſolvent De- 

biior any Man can deal with, and one who never 

makes: ſcanty Retributions. This I am confident . 

might be atteſted eventually true by all thoſe WhO 

have attempted to make the Experiment. The on- 

ly Prejudice that can lie againſt their Teſtimony is 

the Paucity of thoſe that have ſo attempted (and 

would to God Men would conſpire to ſolve that 

Objection) for were all charitable Perſons ſummon- 

ed to give in their Accounts, I doubt not it would 

appear their Bounty had enriched; not impoveriſhed: 
them. I am ſure I have met with {ſeveral remark- 
able Inftances of it, but never yet with one to 
the contrary ; and therefore, if either Reaſon or 
Prececlent may have Force, he that conſiders but 
rightly his own temporal Intereſt, cannot but have 
Appetite to this Duty, in-reſpe& of himſelf. And 
yet where there are many Bowels, this is but a faint: 
Inducement compared with that which ariſes from- 
the Calamities of the Perſons to be relieved. The 
Wants of the Poor are loud and paſſionate Orators, 
ſuch as cannot mils to work upon any on whom 
Covetouſneſs hath not firſt wrought the unhappy 
Metamorphoſis, of turaing them into- Stone. - And 
theſe having. once conveyed into à Man's Mind a 
compaſhonate. Regret, himſelf groans under that 
Preflure which he fees cruthing the other: And 
then what can be more pleaſant than by a ſeaſonable 
Charity to eaſe both? None doubts of the Receive 
er's Delight, but ſure that is ſhoxt of the Grver's,. 
by how much the interior Senſe is more ſubtile and; 
acute than the exterior. Would to God thoſe 
who make it their Trade to hunt after Plea- 
ſures, would try but this one Piece of Fpicuriſm, 
and then I doubt not they would acknowledge that! 
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all Meat is. inſipid compared with that which they 
eat with the poor Man's Mouth, the molt ſplen- 


did Apparel, ſordid and inglorions, in reſpect of that 


they wear upon his Back; and all Pleaſures and 


Recreations joyleſs and uneaſy, balanced with thoſe 


tranſcendent Delights which attend the Exerciſe of 

Chriſtian Liberality. 
| 32. Nor have they, in the 
Rich Men o1ght next place, any Reaſon to ſuſ- 
to watch againſf pect the Apoltle treacherous to 
Pride, as a very their preſent Intereſt, when he 
troubleſome and ſeeks to deſpoil them of that ei- 
aungrateful Vice. ther Pride or Confidence which 
their Riches are apt to create. 


For the former, it is certain all haughty Perſons 


may very properly interrogate themſelves in that 
Form we find, Viſd. v. 8. What hath pride profited” 


zs ? or what good hath riches with our vaunting 


&rought us It would ſurely puzzle the moſt expe- 


rienced Man to define what there is in Pride, that 
can afford any Felicity. The utifioft that can be 
pretended is, that it is a lively chearful thing to- 
have good Thoughts of one's ſelf; but he that can 
in Earneſt make this Plea for Pride, does in Juſtice 
owe as fair an Encomium to Bedlam : For, accord- 
ing to this Meaſure, that contains the happieſt Peo- 
ple, there being thoſe that are the molt highly rapt 
in the Opinion of their own Excellencies. Yet inre- 


we ſhould judge him in good Election for the Place, 


that ſhould look upon it with Appetite. But admit 
this might indeed paſs for a Pleaſure, yet it is the 
Parent of a far greater Uneaſineſs, and like a Car- 
cafe breeds a Worm that devours itſelf. For he 
that looks on himſelf with ſuch a Reverence, ex- 
»e6ts that all others ſhould do fo too, and when he 
Fails in that Aim, (as none ſo frequently does as the 
Proud) what Diſquiets and Impatiences is he 2 4 
uc 
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fuch as infinitely overwhelm. all the Pleaſures of 
his vain Complacencies. A little Diſreſpect from 
Mordecai is able to evacuate all Hamam s Proſperi- 
ty. Such a Cheat and Impoſtor is Pride, that 
whillt it pretends to exalt, it debaſes ; whilſt it ele- 
vates à Man above others, it really ſubjects him to 
them, puts him in their Power to torment and cru» 
ciatc, and whilſt it makes ſhew of advancing, it is 
but in the (fame Manner that the Rick extends the 
Stature by diflocating the Joints. And then I hope 
it will be no unfriendly Office to perſuade Men to 
keep themſelves from that Engine of Pain, or to 
recommend to them ſuch an Humility of Mind, 
as may preſerve them in that Security and Compof- 
edneſs, Which is fundamentally neceilary to all true 
Happineſs. . 
22. The very fame Judgment is 
to be made of the other Branch of It is more ſafe 
the Caution, rhe not truſting in and fappy to 
arcertain Riches, but in the living tru? * God: 
God; which is molt vitibly every than in any 
Man's preſent Concernment. He worldly Eſtate 
that can entertain a Doubt of it, aud Condition: 
let him but fall into the Hands of whatever. 
{ome treacherous or but impotent 
Perſon, that ſhall in ſom& important Affairs betray 
his Traſt, or deceive his Hopes, and then let him 
tell me, whether it be not a Man's immediate and 
moſt preſſing intereſt, to build his Conſidences on- 
the Rock, not on the Sand. Nothing: but the a= 
mazing Exigencies-of a ſinking Man can excuſe the 
Folly of catching at Reeds; but he that ſhould de- 
liberately elect ſuch Supporters, would be thought 
as mad as he is ſure to be miſerable. Yet this is 
but the faint and imperfe&t Emblem of hun who- 
reſts upon his Wealth: Whereas, on the other Side, 
he that ſhelters himſelf: under the Shadow. of the- 
G 3 Almighty,, 
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Almighty, is poſleſſed of a moſt inexpugnable For- 


treſs. For how can he fail of Security that has. 
Omn:potency for his Guard, or be deluded in his 


Truſts, that depends on Fruth itſelf? Let theſe fo: 
diſtant States be compared, and then ſurely I need 
not to anticipate any Man's Judgment, but may 
leave him to pronounce on which Side us In tereſt 
as well as Duty lies in this Particular, 
| 34. Laſtly, Temperance al- 
A great deal more fo puts in her Claim to Plea- 
Pleaſure in Tem- ſure, which, I preſume, thoſe 
perance aud Puri- will be {ure to reſiſt, whe place: 
ty than in tne con» that whotly in the Satisfaction. 
trary Vices. of the ſenſual. Appetite. Yet. 
„ I believe one might take even. 
theſe Men in ſuch a Seaſon, when they ſhould be 
forced to give up their Verdict for it. Come to. 
the Glutton when he is labouring under the Load of 
an over-charged Stomach; to the Drunkard, When 
his Morning's Qualm is revenging on him his laſt 
Night's Debauch ; to the luſtful Perſon, when the 
Torment of his Bones admoniſhes him of the Sins of 
his Fleth : And then ask them whether Temperance 
be not more pleaſant than its contrary. I can 
ſcarce think the Devil has any ſuch ſtout Confeſſors, 


but will then betray hs Cauſe, But this Virtue 


is in itſelf too amiable to need any of theſe Foils 
to illuſtrate it; the Pleaſure of ſubduing a Luſt, of 


denying an Appetite, is not only nobler, but.great- 


= 
= *: 
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er than any is to be had in the molt tranſportin 
Moment of fatisfying them. Every Man will — 
him à Brute, that while an Enemy is in the Field 


loſes the Opportunity of a glorious Victory, and 


expoſes himſelf to certain Caprivity, rather than for- 
fake his Liquor, or other ſordid Plcaſure. And this 
is the juſt Deciſion of the preſent Cale : Our Luſts 


are our mortalelt Enemies, and every time they aſ- 


ſault 
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fault us, it. is in our Choice, either by reliſting. 


them, 9 a ſignal Conquelt, or elſe by ſtooping 
to thele. deſpicable Lures they hold out to us, to 


be vanquilbed by them. He that chuſes the laſt, it- 


he have any Shadow of: Pleaſure, it is only that. 
of a Beaſt, like. a:-Horſe, who though he hath in- 

deed the Satisfaction of receiving Meat, yet he allo. 
takes the Bridle, yea the Whip too, from the fame 

Hand. It. is the former only that is the Pleaſure of 
z Man, wich I ſuppoſe ſufficient to ev ince to Which 
the Difference — For fure none can think 

God hath been fo unkind to his own Image in hu- 

man Nature, as in the Diſpenſation ob Feheity to 

aſhon the larger Share to the Brutes. And there- 

fore in this Particular as well as the reſt, we may 

conclude, that he is not only the moſt pious, but the 

moſt happy Perſon, that makes the right Uſe of 
bis Wealth... 


F 


EEO: Jo. VR 
Of the third Advantage, that of. Time. 


1. | a us now proceed to the 

- third Advantage, that of The Preciouſo- 
Time ; which though Men do often 2% of Time 
ſo induſtrioufly waſte, as if it were 6eft /earnt by 
rather a Burden. than an Advantage, the Ef/imate 


yet the differing Eſtimates they make hing Perſons 


of it, when it is near expiring, the put upon it. 
alionate Neath-bed wiſhes of a 

tew Days Reprieve witneſs that it has a real Va- 
jue. For were it an empty, uſeleſs thing, it would 

not then begin to appear conſiderable, when all o- 

ther Vanities grow in Contempt with us. The Un- 


happineſs 
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280 The Centleman't Calling, Sect. VI. 
| | þ happineſs of it is, that Men learn to prize it, as 
18 they do moſt other good things, rather by the 
Want than the Enjoying, buy the Skill of Trading 

with the Lofs of the Talent which ſhouid maintain 
the Trafhck, and then only come to account it a 
Treaſure when they can no longer diſpoſe it to any 
14 Benekt ; and that Diſpoſing alone is it that can ren- 
2 . der it truly valuable. It is therefore a moſt.neceſla- 
. (19/8 ry Providence to learn this Art of Improvement, 
r this Piece of ſpiritual Haſhandry, without which a 
SED: 10-08; Man's feli becomes that accuried Soil the Apoſtle 
_ mentions, Heb: vi. 8. Whyje end is to be burned. | 
_— \: Let us therefore a while examine what are thole 
> _ 1 Employments of our "Time, which may render it 
_ nn molt fertile to our preſeut Comfort and future Ac- 


_ 
— 


_ | 2. Every Man. fays, (though* 
© The Happine/i of perhaps few conſider)” that our 
ET Eternity depends Time here is but a Prologue to 
1 en the Melih Eternity elſewhere, and that the 
A banding of Time Condition ol that Eternity, whe- 
— | here. | ther happy or miſerable, depends 
ER upon the Well-huſhanding of this. 
ERC Time. Phat therefore, and that oniy, can be the 
IE 6 right Managery of it, which tends to make our future 
ER Eſtate as happy as it is ſure to be laſting. To this 
. * | | Porpoſe God. hath chalked us out ſome great Lines 
— of Duty, from whence fo many leſler do. ariſe, as 
* will, if we will permit them, twiſt and wind them- 
| © ſelves with. every Hour of our Lives. And tho? 
8 theſe Duties are in the Kind of them obligatory to. 
3 18 all Conditions of Men, yet frequenter Acts of the 
5 5 | | are expected from thoſe whoſe | Qualities and 
"EE 8 Fortunes give hem more Vacancy from ſecular 
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3. For certainly it is not to 
be fancied, that God, who has Cod hath allowed 
put an active Principle into our Centlemen this 
Nature, ſhould induſtxiouſſy pro- Talent of Time, 
vide for the ſuppreſſing its O- wt to be idle, or 
perations in any, devote ſuch a abuſe it ; but ts 
ſelect Number of Men, as an He- improve, and de 
eatomb, to be offered up to Idle- Good in, 
neſs. And yet much leſs can it 
be thought, that he ſhould ſo promote that Taiqui-- 
ty, which he profeſſes to hate, as to deſign them 
to the Purſuits of that, manumit them from La- 
bour, to leave them freer for Vice. And if neither 
of theſe can be ſuppoſed, if their Leiſure were not 
indulged them, either that they-might: do nothing, 
or do ill, there remains only a third End imagin- 
able, and that is the doing Good; as for the Sports 
and Paſtimes, the beſt of them come ſo near to Idle» 
neſs, and the worſt of them to Vice, that as the 
one is not to be allowed any, fo the other no con- 
fiderable Part of their Time. Now becauſe none is 
good but one, that is Cod, Mark x. 18. we cas. 
take our Meaſures of good Actions only from. 
bis Preſcription; and ſo thoſe which he has 
commended as ſuch to Mankind. in general, point 
out to this particular Rank of Men the Nature of. 


their Exerciſes, as their. eſpecial. Vacancy and Leiſure 


does the higher Degrees of. them. 
4. And firſt, thole of Piety 
towards God juſtly. challenge The Duties of Piet 
a great Share of their Time. ought, in the firſt 
For whereas God may ſcem to place, to challenge 
have limited and confiued the 4 Shore of Gomtiee- 
poor Man's Zeal, by that Rule men, Time aud 

of preferring Mercy to them- Lei/ure : 
ſelves before Sacriſice to him; 


% 


he does, by exempting the Rick: from theſe Neeeſ- 


Uties, 


* 
A as... 


* — — x — 3 wy — — 


* 


= 
* 
"= 1 
1 
4 


82 The Gentleman's Calling, Sect. VI. 


fities, tacitely require their Devotion to ſwell up 
to ſome Proportion with his Bonnty to them, who 
being freed from thoſe Weights wherewith others 
are clogged and incumbered, even Nature itſelf ſug- 
geſts the Expectation of their ſoaring higher. He 
has put them at a- Diſtance from the meaner Cares 
and Solicitudes of Life, as if he were jealous thoſe 
might prove his Rivals, and keep them from grow- 
ing into a cloſer Intimacy with himſelf. And ſhall this 
Deſign of his Love be defeated ? And when he has 


thus ſccured himſelf from one Sort of Competitor, 


mall more and baſer be ſought out, every the trif- 
lingeſt and vileſt Entertainment be courted to come 
and ſupplant him? This. were indeed to anſwer 
tat odious Character of the Adulterefs, -£zek. xvi. 
34. which was not ſolicited, but did ſolicit. And 
thoſe that can make ſuch unworthy and provoking 
Returns to ſo endearing a Kindneſs, evince them- 
{elves deſtitute, not only of Grace, but of all De- 
grees of common Good- nature. For when he 
fo projects for- their Famillarity and Converſe, 
what can be more inhuman and ingrate than thus 
ſcornfully to decline it! Yet under this Charge all 
thoſe will certainly fall, who do not employ (nay 
devote) every Day ſome conſiderable Part of this 
their vacant Time to the keeping ap their Inter- 


courſe with God, by Reading, Prayer, and Medita- 


tion. | 
5. In the next place, them- 
The Duties they ſelves put in for a Part. But here 
we toward I mean not thoſe brutiſh ſenſual 
#Demſeloes put ſelves, which have in many (like 
in for another Pharavh's lean Kine) devoured the 
Share of their nobler and more excellent; but it 
T ime : is the more divine and ſublimated 
Part of them, on which their 
Time is to be laid aut, - And here they can neves 
want 
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want Buſineſs, that being in ſeveral reſpects a very 
proper Object of their Diligence. 6 
For firſt, their Underſtandings, how Aud firſt, the 
clear and vigorous ſoever, attain not improving of 
their Height at once, are not like their Minds. 
Adam created in a State of Maturi- and Under 
ty and Perfection, but like his de- ſtandings 
graded Poſterity, make gradual Mo- : 
tious towards it, advance by ſeveral Steps and De- 
grees of Proficiency ; nor can we in this Life | 
aſcend to ſuch a neu witra, as excludes a Poſſibility 
of Growth. So that no Advantage of Education | 
can ſuperſede the Uſe of After - induſtry, that being f 
ſtill able to make farther Improvements, bring in of 
new Acceſſions to their Knowledge. And this is fo [ 
| 
| 


UI OO 
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inviting an Entertainment as may "oy reaſonably 
expect their Companies fone Hours of the Day in 
their Studies. 

6. But though this be a conſi- 
de table, yet is it not the weighti- The right order- 
elt Part of that Care they owe ing and governs 
themſelves. For as the Soul, con- ing of their 


{idered in its Intellect, may thus Wills and Afec- 
become their Pupil, ſo in its Mo- ions is another - ; 


rals it has often need to be their Duty they owe fe | 

Patient. For though in its ori- themſelves. | 

ginal Conſtitution it was perfectly 

pure and healthy, yet by inhabiting in this Peſt- 

houſe, the Fleſh, it hath contracted much of its 

Contagion 3 and how much the more delicate and 

refined its Compoſition is, ſo much the more mor- 

tal are the Diſeaſes to which it is ſubject. It will 

therefore requirt a cloſe and wary Attendance. A 

Phyſician that has a nice and tender Patient, muſt Al 

be very aſſiduous in his Care, obſervant of all ſymp- 

toms, watchful againſt all Accidents. And fo cer- 

tainly ſhould Men be here; they ſhould make daily | || 
Obſervations | || 
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which gives us ſo much beſides) 
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Obfervations bow their ghoſtly Strength increaſes 
or decays, what Humour moſt predominares, whe- 


ther Choler boil up into Rage, Phlegm freeze into 
Sloth ; whether the Sanguineneſs of their Tem- 


per make them luſtful, or the Melancholy, revenge- 
ful; and accordingly apply their ſpiritual Purgatives, 
the Baths or the Palæſtra, preſcribe Rules of Diet 


and Exerciſe. And doubtteſs, whoever makes theſe 


daily ſtrict Inſpections into himſelf, will by the in- 
eſtimable Benefit he receives from it, be taught how 
great a Bleſſing his Time is, and how much a great- 
er to have Grace thus to employ 't. 
7. But though a Man's ſelf be a 
The Duty they Province wide enough to take up a 
owe their good Part of his Time, yet muſt 
Neighbour, re- he not ſo ingroſs it, as to defraud 
quires another his Neighbour, who has alſo a 
Shar? of their Right to ſhare in it. God having 
Time. made Man after his own Image, 
bas (as Part of that) ſtamped upon 
him the Bounty and Communicativeneſs of his Na- 
ture: And therefore, when we live wholly to our- 
felves, we raze and deface that Impreſs. And when 
it is remembered that the, Heinouſneſs even of Mur- 


der is by God pronounced to ariſe from the Viola- 


tion of his Image, Cen. ix. 6. Parity of Reaſon 
muſt conclude this no light Guilt. Nor is it only 
our Goods we are to impart, (for that were a very 
partial Tranſcript of that Bounty we are to imitate, 
; * in general hat- 
ever other Ability we have by Which our Neighbour 
may receive Advantage: And ſo a Man has as ma- 
ny Employments of his Time, as he either ſinds or 
can make Opportunities of doing Good to others. 
I fay, make; for ſure ſince God hatk conſtituted 
Love to our Neighbour one of the fundamental 
Laws to Mankind, we are not to look upon it only 
as 
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as an Accident or Caſualty, but as a main and deli- 
berate Buſineſs of our Lives; not to refer it whol- 


ly to Chance whether ever we ſhall do an Act of 
this Kind or no; but induſtrioufly ſeek out and im- 


prove Occalions. Thus we find the Liberality of 
our bleſſed Lord repreſented to us in the Parable of 


the great Supper, Luke xiv. 6. where there wag 


not only liberal Proviſions made for ſuch as would 
come in, but Importunity uſed to draw them, par- 
ticular Invitations made to the Poor and the Maim- 
ed, the Halt and the Blind ; and when that brought 
not in Gueſts enough, the Highygvays and Hedges 
were to be 8 and a general Preſs, as it were, 
made of Men, to receive not the Earneſt- penny of 
Death, (Which is uſually the Significa tion of our 
net ws but the Antepaſt of eternal Life. O 
that all thoſe who pretend to Greatneſs of Mind, 
would copy out this Munificence, that they would 
"revent Mens Deſires and invite them to come and 
be obliged by them. For want of this, many Oc- 
caſions of doing Benefits are loſt ; the Modeſty of 
ſome, perhaps the Pride of others, averts them 
from requeſting thoſe Alliſtances they molt need. 
It were therefore the nobleit Study a Gentleman 
could entertain himfelf with, to ſearch the various 
Wants of thole within his Sphere. But then he 
muſt be ſure to do it with a candid Deſign, the more 
opportunely to apply himſelf to their Aid: He mult 


not treacherouſly enquire, who wants Knowledge 


to deride, but inſtruct them; not hunt ont a de- 
bauched Perfon, to make him his Companion, but 
His Convert; not find out Quarrels to foment, 
but compoſe them; in a word, not pry into o- 
ther Mens Concernments, like a Buſy-body, but a 
Friend; not to eomply with his own Curiokty, but 
their Need, And now, he that pays a juſt Tribute of 
his Time to thefe three grand Duties, will (when the 
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other Dues to Nature, temporal Affairs and necei- 


ſary Civilities are deducted) not have much to {acri- 
fice either to Idleneſs or Vice, but will rather think 
he wants Time than Buſineſs. 

8. But alas! the full Leiſufe 
But the Gentle- they generally find for the direct 
men of this Age contrary Employments, witneſſes 
Hud little Time too irrefragably that they are not 
for Piety and thus taken up. It is true indeed, 


: Devotion, we find God often in their Mouths, 
; ; but it is rather in Oaths than 
| Prayers ; as if they meant their Profanations ſhould 


be the 'only Teſtimony that 'they believed a Deity. 
Hew many are there ſach profeſt Votaries to Bac- 
chus, that their Knees are reſerved only for him, 
never to be bent but in drinking of Healths ; that 
| ſeem to have enacted to themſelves the profaner 
Part of Dariuss Law, Dan. vi. J. that of aſking 
no Petition of God, only herein out-vying him, 
that theirs is for indleſinite, not limited Time; who 
reckon ſaving ot Prayers among thoſe pedantick 


4 | Taſks of their Childhood, Which expire with the 
| Rod and Ferula, and can never think fit to debaſe 


their more manly State to it, unleſs perhaps a reſt- 
jeſs Night may force them to call it in to ſupply 
the Plate of a more uſual and pleaſing Anodyne. 


' Whether this be not the Pitch of many Gentle- 
mens Devotion, 1 appeal to any that oblerves thar 


Practice. | 
| 9. Nor have they much more 
and as little for to do in the Library, than the 
{erious and pro- Oratory, unleſs it be ſtored with 
fitable Studies. Romances, any deeper Sort of 
Reading is as formidable to them, 

as the Mines or Galleys nor do they without W on- 
der look at thoſe who can voluntarily fet themſelves 
to tag at thoſe Oars. But Divinity is beyond all 
© others 


% 
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others under Prejudice with them, decried not only 
as a crabbed, bur ungenteel Study; ſo that upon 
Pain of Reproach, none are to know more of it than 
may juſt qualify them to deride it; or read the Bible 


to any other Purpoſe, than to enabte them to blaſ- 


pheme God in his own Stile. If theſe Men may be 
faid at all to converſe with God, it is in the ſame 
Manner that the Phariſees did with our Saviour, 
with the infidious Deſign of entangling him in his 
talk, Matth. xxii. And ſure the more Time is thus 
ſpent, the worſe. ö i 
19. Proportionably to this they | 
acquit themſelves of the other T5e moſt of their 
Parts of this Duty: That Time Time is pen 
which they ſhould beſtow either 1» Sloth and 
in preventing or curing their ſpi- Luxury 
ritual Maladies, they lay out 
vholly in contracting or increafing them, The 


have made a moſt ſtrict League with the Fleſh, and, 


like faithful Confederates, they omit no Endeavour 
to ſtrengthen its Party, to ſupply it with freſt 

Forces ; the Expence of the hall Day is managed 
wholly in order to that End. Thus, that they 
may be ſure to keep their Luſt high and vigorous, 
they give it a nouriſhing Breakfaſt of Sloth in the 
Morning, a full Meal of Gluttony at Noon, beſides 


Multitades of Collations -in obſcene Diſcourſe and 


Fancies, all the Day: And with theſe Auxiliaries, 
it need not douh: to maintain the Field againſt poor 
macerated Chaſtity. So again, leſt Sobriety ſhould 
happen to ſurprize them, and gain but the Honour 
of one Day, how vigilant are they to give it the firſt 
aſſault ? Scarce a Day that they draw not up in Bat- 
talia againſt it, and ſeldom miſs giving it a total 
Rout ; and if Sleep, like a Miſt, befriend it to ſteal 
upon them in the Morning again, yet that little 
Succeſs, is but a Preparation to a more ſignal De- 
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feat in the Afternoon, which is with many, a Time 
allotted wholly to theſe Skirmiſhes ; perhaps the 
Chace followed all Night, nay, purſued ſo far by 
ſome, till an habitual Sottichnels ave them the La- 
bour of theſe quotidian Combats. Nor is their 
Pride ſo affronted as to be forgot in the Diſt ribution 
of their Time, a good Scaatling of it is cut out to 
its Uſe; ſome in contriving and deſigning their 


Cioaths, and ſome in putting them on; ſome in ad- 


miring themſelves, and ſome in projecting to be ad- 
mired by others; ſome in hearing Flatteries, and 
more in reflefting and ruminating upon them. 

11. As for thoſe broken Parcels 


aum what they of Time, which are not thus de- 


car ſpare from voted to theſe or ſome other ſet 
their Debauch- and ſolemn Senſualities, they are 
ery is uſually gleaned up by Sports and infienif- 
Spent in vain cant Paſtimes : Nay, even ſome 
Sports and who abſtain from he former, do 


. Paſtimes. yet ſo wholly abandon themſelves 


| | to the latter, that their Lives be- 
come utterly unprofitable, Under this Number 1 
have no Intention to include all who allow them- 
{elves Recreations ; I know ſome Divertiſement is 
O neceſſary both to the Body and Mind of a Man, 
that, if it keep within moderate Bounds, it is but 
a juſt Debt to himſelf, and cannot fall under any ill 


Character: But that which is reprehenfible in this 


Matter, is the Exceſs and Inordinacy of it, the 
making that a Buſineſs which ſhould be but a Diver- 


fon. And this we ſee too uſual with many, who 


abſurdly ſtretch this Privilege of their Gentility, 
even till it break; purſue their Sports of Hawking 
and Hunting, &c. fo vehemently and aſſiduoully, that 
ere they are aware, they adopt theſe their Callings ; 
never conſidering that a Falconer or Huntſman is 


indeed as mean a Vocation as thoſe they _ 2 
8 piſe. 
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ſpiſe. But whatever other Paſtimes of this Nature 
any Man fuffers to uſurp his Time, he does in it ex- 
tremely reproach himſelf, racitly confeſſes, that he 
is unfit for generous and manly Employments, and 
calls himſelf Child, while he thus trifles and plays 
away his Days. 
12. I know not whether I may 
rank the great and.deep Game- Gaming, 4s now" 
ſters in this File: For tho' the ved, is both a 
Nature of their Employment be- great Sin, and 
long to it, yet there are ſuch- Expericeof Time. 
conſiderable ruinous Effects of it, ä 
as ſeem to place it in the Number of more ſerious 
IIls. And indeed though Cuſtom hath called it Play, 
yet the many anxious rears and uneaſy Commotions 
which uſually attend it, evince the great Impropri- 
ety of the Title, and would more reaſonably have 
given it a Name of the direct contrary Importance. 
But as ſeigned Names are commonly an Art of con- 
cealing Perſons, fo this Trade aſſumes the Stile of 
Divertiſement, indeed to diſguiſe its true Original, 
Which undoubtedly is Covetouſnefs. For what ma- 
ginable Cauſe can there be aſſigned, beſides the De- 
lire of winning, that ſhould make Men venture What 
they are ſo unwilling to loſe ! It is certain, he that 
plays for a Piece has as much- of the divertive Part 
as he that ſtakes a thouſand: And were that all. 
were deſigned, Men need not, and certainly would 
not ſo profuſely over-buy- What offers itſelf at ſo 
much a cheaper Rate. I-know this is a Motive Men 
think too ſordid to own; but would God they would 
once learn (in this better Senſe) to revere themſelyes 
as well as others, and deſpiſe to be prevailed on by 
what they are aſhamed to avow. But the Event: 
ordinarily {peaks it as great a-Folly as Meanneſt, of 
which there are too many fad Inſtances in the ſhip- 
wrecked. Fortunes - of- theſe Adventurers. And in- 
H - * deeds 


K6—̃— 


* 
attend 


* 
= . o 
NT i. ITY _ ww 


90 The Gentleman's Calling. Sect. VI. 


deed there is nothing wonder ful in it, but that Men 
will be ſo mad as to run the Hazard. For that be- 
ing ſuppoſed, it is not at all ſtrange to ſee them ſink 
under it. For a Man has here to deal, not with 
Chance alone (which yet were but a tickliſh Bottom 
to embark in) but with ſuch Combinations of De- 
ceit, that even good Fortune itſelf will not ſecure 


him: So that he that hath not learned to plow with 
the ſame Heifer, is like to make but fad Huſbandry 
of it. And even thoſe that have, if they happen 


to pet ſome few good Crops, yet they quite wear 
out the Soil with them, forfeit that Reputation. 
with all conſidering Men, which ſhould let them in- 
to farther Opportunities, and leave themſelves to. 
live not ſo much upon their own Wits as other 
Mens Follies. It is true indeed, that hath in theſe 
lat ter Days proved a pretty large Common to graze 
on, and ſome have ſeemed to thrive well upon it; 
hut generally ſuch Cattle meet at loſt with a pinch- 
ing Winter, which leaves them as bare and meager 
as ever. In ſhort, Cheating has. uſually a reflexed 
Efficacy, and deceives none more than thoſe that 
uſe it: Yet ſuch a Stroke hath it now got in Gam» 
ing, that in moſt Companies it leaves Men only this 
miſerable Choice, whether. they will be active or 
pailive in it. Which methinks ſhould be enough to 
awaken Men, as immoderate Tyrannies uſe to do, to. 
vindicate their Liberties, and reduce Gaming from 
this Exorbitancy to its primitive Uſe, make it ceaſe 
to be a Trade, and become a Recreation :- And that 
too bounded within ſuch juſt, Linuts, that it may 
not encroach. on, thoſe Haurs which ſhould be de- 
{lined to greater. Concernments. But. as it is be; 
tween this and the reſt, either Impertinencies or 
Vices, all their Lime is ſo pre- engaged and fore- 
ſtalled, that. their meſt important Intereſt is left for- 
lorn and neglected; they have as little Leiſure — 
| . Will 
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Will to conſider the poor Soul, or ſcarce to re- 
member that they carry any ſuch Trifle abou 
them. i 4 
13. And now, they that, thug 
forget God and themſelves, no great teal of 
wonder if they afford little Con- Tune is ſpent 
fideration to their Brethren. They in idle aud im- 


will not be guilty of ſuch Indeco- pertinent Viſits, 


rum, or deny the Body of Sin its or in 2nſnaring 
exact Symmetry, by making this the Innocence of 
Part unproportionable to the reſt. Touth in both 
And therefore they either allow no Sexes. 

Part of their Time to others; or | 

do it to ſuch inverted perverſe Puzpoſes, as makes 
the Payment worſe than Robbery. Thus, many be- 
tow Vilits on others, not out of any Purpoſe of 
Kindneſs, but. either to trific away their own Time, 
or to make Obſervations, what they can ſpy ridicu- 


lous to entertain their Laughter. A myſtery the 


London Viſitants are generally well read in, who- 
have put this Buſineſs long. ſince into @ ſettled. 
Courſe ;. fo that the Diſcoveries. of one Viſit ſets 
them in a Stock, of defaming back-biting Diſcourſe: 


for the next, and ſo ſucceſſively, gd infritum. So. 


again, many who call themſelves Gentlemen, much 
to the Reproach of that Title, if they can find out 
a young Heir of much Wealth and little Prudence, 
how ofticious, how diligent are they in attending him; 
watching him as gladly as a Vulture does the Fall of 
a Carcaſe, till they find an Advantage to rook him at 
Play, entangle him in Suretiſhip, or perhaps betray 
him to ſome mean and unequal Match. So if they 
hear but of a beautiful Woman, what Contrivances, 
what Defigns do they lay, firſt to ſee, and then to. 
corrupt her; make it à Buſineſs to themſelves, as 
well as a Trade to their Agents and Factors, to ſpring. 
ſuch Came! and — Occaſions as theſe can. 
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liberally ſacrifice their Time, of which when any 
charitable Office would borrow from them but fome 
few Minutes, they are then fuck buſy Perſons, they 
can by no means afford it. A Naval's blunt and 
churlifh Refuſal, or at beſt a Felix's Put-off to a con- 
venient Seaſon, are the uſual Returns to ſuch Mo- 
tions. But to anticipate the Propoſal, to go in 
queit of ſuch Opportunities, looks with them like 
a Piece of Knight-errantry, has fo little of their 
Practice, that it ſcarce eſcapes their Scorn. 
14. And now, what a heavy 
The Account that Bill of Indictment is like one 
28 muſt give of Day to be brought in againſt 
this lolt and mi/- them, when God, their Souls, and 
fpent Time wil/ their Neighbours ſhall all join 
be ſad aud heavy. in their Charge! O that they 
would ſeaſonably conſider how 
ſadly obnoxious they are to it, and that Condeinna- 
tion which will inevitably follow it ; that ſo they 
may, according to Chrilt's Counſel, Matth. v. 25. 
agree with theſe adverſaries while they are in the way, 
and by yielding to each of them for the future a juſt 
Portion of their Time, compound the Buſineſs, 
ſtop the Proceſs againſt them. That they would 
remember, that of all their Prodigalities, this of 
their Time is the moſt deſperate, ſuch as is moſt 
impoſſible to redeem, and yet that wherein they are 
of all others the deeplieſt concerned. And this 
they would certainly be convinced of, if their airy 
Fancies could but fo condenſe into Earth as to 
bring them into any Acquaintance with their Beds 
of Duſt, give them ſome Foretaſte of their dying 
Terrors: For let them but ſadly think what they 
would then give for ſome few of thoſe Days they 
now ſtudy to fling away, and they cannot chuſe but 
infer the Neceſſity of being better Huſbands. We 
cad in Scriptures of the Demoniacks dwelling among 
: tho 
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the Tombs: But the Devil has ſure changed that 
Habitation 3; for thoſe whom he now vollſoſſes he 
permits not to converſe at all there, as knowing it 
is the propereſt Preparative to his Diſpoſſeſhon. 
And doubtleſs it would be the moſt powerful Exor- 
ciſm, as of all others, ſo of this evil Spirit, (this 
filching Devil that thus ſteals from Men their preci- 
ous Hours) often to deſcend into the Vault or 
Charnel-houſe, and by ſerious Conſideration how 
ſhort their Time is, to inforce upon themſelves a 
Care of redeeming it. 

15. Nor need they fear that, | 

to redeem their Time, they mult Much more Plea- 
ſell their Pleaſures, give up ſure in ſpendis 
themſelves to a joyleſs State of our Time in 1 
Life. For though it is true they Service of Cod 
molt relign their counterfeit, hau in the Ser- 
they ſhall have real Delights vice ef dn and 
in Exchange; they muſt part ice. 

with their Glaſs, but ſhall have 
Gold inſtead of it. And as none but a rude D:dian 
will repine at that Bargain in the literal, ſo none 
but a ruderChriſtian can diſlike it in the moral Senſe. 
For, in the firſt place, he that employs his Time in 
converſing with God, is not only more honourably 
and more profitably, but alſo more pleaſantly buſted 
than he can poſſibly be any other Way. We all fay, 
That God is the Center of Felicity : But he gives 
himſelf the Lie that does not withal confeſs, that 
the cloſer Acquaintance we have with him, the 
nearer Approach we make to Happineſs. For 
who ever believed the Sun to be the Fountain of 
Heat, and yet feared to freeze by drawing near its 
Rays? Indeed none but the down-right Atheiſt can 
with any tolerable Logick diſpute the Pleaſantneſs 
of this Duty. For can any whote Faith has let up 
a God, ſuffer their Fancies to dreſs him like a Fiend? 
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put on him ſuch unlovely Shapes as may beget Aver- 
lion, deter them from approaching to him ? Can 
they call him a Deity, to whom they will not attri- 
bate fo mnch as they will ro every ingenuous Man, 
the Honour of being good Company? This is to 
be not only profane, but abſurd. And if there be 
any of {o ſhort Diſcourſe, I ſuppoſe him incapable 
of Conviction by Argument: The common Proverb 
hath aſſigned him his Teacher, 7/2. Experience. 
Let him by frequent, yet reverent Addreſſes to 
God, gro into ſome Familiarity with him, bring 
himſelf within Diſtance of receiving his reireſhing 
Influences, and then he will diſcover how very un- 
kind he hath been to himfelf in thus long holding 
off, In hunan Converſations we uſe not to find the 
Guſt and Relith of them, till we arrive to. ſome De- 
gree of Freedom : They that converſe as Strangers 
are under Conſtraints and Uneaſineſs. And certain- 
Pl the main Cauſe of that Diſguſt Men have to this 


** 


piritual Intercourſe, is their Unaccuſtomedneſs to 


it. They addreſs to God perfectly as Strangers, 


now and then pay him a flight Vitit, as it were 
by way of Formality and Compliment; and then, 
no wender if it be neither ſatisfactory to God nor 
themſelves. But then it is ſure great Injuſtice to 
defame that as unplealant, which becomes ſo only 
by their own ill Managery; to ſay that there is no 
Water in the Well, only becauſe they neglect to 
provide a Bucket for the drawing of it up. perl 
The Improvement of 0 16. In eee place, Aw 
the Under fan ire their Souls mean them no 
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earning, afford a 


fare, 
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their Time. For, icit, what 

they beſtow in ng du, and 
exalting their Underſtandings, 

does not only bring them in 

Advantages 


c 


Sect. VI. Advantage of Time. 95 


Advantages in- the End, but affords them alſo very 
far Accommodations by the way. Learning yields 
ſuch Variety of agreeable Entertainments, that, like 
the Manna in the Wilderneſs, it adapts itſelf to e- 
very Man's Taſte, he that likes not one Sort, may 
{ft himſelf with another; and ſure he muſt have a 
ſtrangely vitiared Palate, to whom none of them will 
re!ifh. I can ſcarce. think Nature has produced any 
thing fo diſtempered ; but Men take up general and 
implicit Prejudices, and will look on Books in no 
other Notion but as TJaſkmaſters, whereas if they 
would but conſider them as Companions, they could 
not miſs of one Kind or other, to find a pleaſant 
Converſation among them. 

17. As for that Portion of 
their Time which is ſpent in At- Thegreat Advans 
tendance on the yet more ſpiri- tage of maſtering 
tual Part of them, it is rather a and governing 
Gift than aRobbery, to helpthem our Paſſions and 
to {ſuch a Way of Expence. In- Appetites. 
genuons Men think it a Prize 
when they meet an Opportunity to reſcue from 
the Sullage of Time -any thing that carries the 
Stamp of ancient Worth and Nobility. But this is 
a Piece of the greateſt Antiquity, of the nobleſt, 
yea div ineſt Impreſs. How can Mens Hours be bet- 


ter laid out, than in reſtoring it to its primitive Luſ- 


tre, in wiping off that Soil wherewith the Steam 
of boiling Paſhons hath obſcured. it, and by diſbur- 
dening it of thoſe Loads of noxious Humours un- 
der which it labours, like good Phyſicians, recover 
it from a languiſhing infirm, to a vigorous athletick 
Habit? and ſure the Satisfaction of this muſt far ex- 
coed all other Entertainments. Indeed that which 
is ulually taken up inſtead of it, can with no Juſtice 
pretend to any tolerable Complacency. No Man 
-avics his Felicity, but contemns his ſordid and ab- 


ject 
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je& Spirit, that picks out the baſeſt and unworthiĩeſt 
Company: And fhall it here paſs for Pleaſure to 
couſort only with the plebeian Part of himſelf, thoſe 
ſenſual Appetites, which are the common People of 
this Little World, to ſpend all his Time in treating 
and careſſing of theſe, and in the Interim let the 
Soul, which is of ſo noble an Extraction, ſo excel- 
lent Endowments, ſtand by neglected, nay be troden 
to Neath in the Crowd of this vulgar Rabble ? Cer- 
tainly this is a Tragedy that no Man could fee upon 
the Stage without Indignation : Yet God knows, 
this is it Men daily act over with Applauſe to them- 
ſelves. Would God they would once ſhift the 
Scene, and let the oppreſt Soul have its Seafon of 
triumphing : Doubtleſs they would find it more plea- 
ſant to ſhare in its Conqueſts than in its Ruin. We 
read indeed of ſome Nations that have, by the Rites 
of a barbarous Religion, been forced to make human 
Sacrifices; yet we find not that they had fo ſlaugh- 
tered Humanity itſelf, as to make it Matter of De- 
light. And has our Civility ſo far out-done their 
Barbariſm, that it ſhall be Pleaſure to do that in 
{pite of our Religion, which they did in Obedience 
to theirs? To butcher the Man within us, and leave 
othing but our outward Form and inward Guilt to 
difference us from Beaſts ? He that difclaims this, 
muſt neceſſarily confeſs the Pleafure lies on the other 
Side, in reſcuing the Spirit from the Uſurpations, 
yea Tyrranny of the Fieſh ; and conſequently that 
the Time he thus beſtows is nor loſt, but improved 
to his own preateſt preſent as well as future Advan- 


tages. 
, a3 1 18. The like may 
The like Advantage may be (in the laſt place) be 


expected in that Time which i , 
#5 laid out for the Good and fad of th 4x 65 of it 
which is laid out to 


Benefit of others. A 
eng f others the Benefit of others, 
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which is that which brings us to taſte the moſt deli- 
cious of human Delights: The Pleaſure of Obliging 
being of all thoſe the moſt raviſhing and tranſport- 
ing. And for this we need not the Verdict of Chri- 


ſtianity: The Philoſopher atteſts it as well as the 


Divine. Nay it is ſo received a Truth, that ſcarce 
any Man will avow ſo much IIl- nature as to reſiſt it 
in Diſcourſe, how much ſoever his Practice diſowns 
it. Indeed this is a Pleaſure of fo exalted, fo quin- 
teſſential a Kind, that what Herod's Auditors faid 
in Flattery of his Oration, we may fay in Truth of 
this: It is the Delight rather of a God than a Man. 
That Sovereign Being, tho' he were eternally happy 
in himſelf, yet as if he had wanted of his com- 
plete Felicity, whilſt he enjoyed it alone, was pleaſ- 
ed rather to create than want Objects of his Good- 
neſs. And a Pleaſure to which God himfelf has 
given ſuch an Atteſtation, as to make a World in 
order to it, ſure cannot, without the moſt impious 
Contradiction of his Choice, be deſpiſed by Man. 
And certainly it 1s none of the leaſt of thoſe Bene- 
fits he hath vouchſafed our Nature, that he hath 
given us a Capacity of it, by affording us thoſe 
Powers by which we may advantage and oblige one 
2nother ; ſo pointing us out a Courſe, whereby we 
may not only innocently, but ſucceſsfully entertain 
Lucifer's Deſign, of being like the Moſt High. It really 
makes Men what the Heathens vainly fancied their 
Herocs, even Demi-gods. O that thoſe who think it 
noble to be aſpiring, would thus verify the Opinion, 
by terminating all their Wiſhes and Endeavours in 
this one generous Ambition! and then it is ſure the 
would not need to be told the Happineſs of this 12 
deifying an Employment. | 
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Df the fourth Advantage, that of his Authority. 


1. TN the fourth place, we 
The Authority which are to conlider the 
a Gentleman hath o- Geatleman's Advantage, in 
ver his Relations aud reſpect of his Authority over 
Dependents, is of thoſe that relate to, or de- 
great Advantage 1 pend on him. And this, if 
him, for to impreſs rightly managed, is of excel- 
Virtue in them. Jent Uſe, though as capable 
| of being perverted as any of 
the former. He who has ſecular Ties upon Men, 
may often, by thoſe Cords which bind their world- 
iy Intereſt, draw them to a Conſideration of their 
Giritual, A Tenant who thinks his Livelibood.con- 
cerned in the Good-will of his Landlord, a Pen- 
toner, whoſe Subſiſtence reſts upon the Bounty of 
his Patron, will ftrive to model themſelves to ſuch a 
Form, as may beſt ſuit the Inclinations of the Per- 
{on they delire to endear : They are uſually Wax to 
him, that are Flint to others. But then, as Vari- 
ety of Seals make diftcring Impreſhons, ſo this Flex- 
ibleneſs of theirs may be either abuſed to Ill, or im- 
proved to Good ; this Wax may receive the Image 
of a Beaſt or an Angel. It is therefore the Duty of 
thoſe who are poſſeſſed of this Advantage, to als it 
to the impreſſing not of Vice, but Virtue ; to con- 
trive how they may molt effectually diſcountenance 
the one, and encourage the other. And this they 
may doubtleſs have frequent Opportunities of, to- 
wards cither of thoſe Relations 
2. But 
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2. But to none ſo often as | 
to their Domeſticks and meni- Specially that which 
al Servants. Theſe are al- he hath in bis Fami- 
ways ſo much in their Road, /y, and over his Ser- 
that they ſeem io be marked wants and Deme/- 
out by God as their moſt pe- ticks. 
culiar Province. Every Ma- 
ſter has ſo much of the Prophet, that he is /e? as 4 
watchman, Ezek. ili. 17. over his Family, and ought 
as jealouſly to obſerve the Approach of any Vice to- 
wards it, as a Centinel does that of an Enemy. It 
is a very pernicious Error for Men to think them- 
ſelves no other ways concerned in their Servants, 
than they are in their Horſes or Oxen, to look up- 
on them only as another Species of working Cattle, 
and ſo they do their Buſineſs, care not how arrant 
Brutes they be. Whereas they ſhould remember, 
that they with themſelves are common Servants to 
the one Great Maſter, and that the Subordination 


of the one to the other is but the wile Oeconomy* of 


their Lord, who has (as in great Families we ſee it u- 
ſual) conſtituted the one, as Stewards or Superviſors, 
to regulate the reſt : And then it will appear a Piece 
of enormous Unfaithfulneſs to negle& this Charge. 


To avoid which Guilt, it will concern Gentlemen 


to have a ſedulous Care over thoſe that are thus 
intruſted to them, to make ſtrict Inſpections into the 
Manners of their Servants, and accordingly to ap- 
ply Inſtructions and Admonitions, Reproofs or En- 
couragements. And that they may not tranſcribe 
Pharaot”s Tyranny, of exacting Brick without 
Straw, require the Superſtructure of Chriſtian Lives, 
where there wants the neceſſary Foundation of 
Chriſtian Knowledge, they muſt provide that none 
under their Charge be deſtitute of the Means of lay- 


ing that Ground-work, of knowing ſo much of Re- 


ligion as may bring them into an Acquaintance with 
« 12 their 
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their Duty. But to give Life to all theſe Endea- 
vours, it is indiſpenſibly neceſſary for them to avow 
ſuch a Love to Piety and Virtue, and ſuch a De- 
teſtation of the contrary, that their Servants may 
ſee that there is but one Way of approving them- 
ſelves both to their earthly and heavenly Maſter. 
| | 3. If it be here objected, That 
The Profeſſion of it is but a counterfeit Virtue, 
Virtue, which hich derives itſelf from the Care 
rity be counter- of pleaſing Men, and ſo that this 
feit at firſt, may is, bat to teach them to convert 
be jerious afte- Profaneneſs to Hypocriſy : I muſt 
yield ſo far as to confeſs, that 
where that continues the final 
Motive, it will never avail any Man. But as God 
often uſes temporal and outward Occurrences, to 
produce inward and ſpiritual Effects, ſo it may here 
happen, that thoſe whoſe firſt Approaches to Good- 
neſs were mercenary and out of Compliance to o- 
thers, may, by coming within View of it, diſcern it 
ſo amiable, that they may after love it for itſelf. And 
indeed, conſidering the rude Ignorance uſual among 
the Vulgar, it is ſcarce imaginable they ſhould em- 
brace it upon the bare Strength of Speculation, and 
therefore maſt be allowed ſecular Invitations as 
Baits to allure them. As for thoſe that never ad- 
vance higher than the mere Form of Godlineſs, 
what Weight ſoever it may add to their own Doom, 
yet perhaps that may "aſtly be accounted leſs miſ- 
chievous. to the World than the contrary Extreme; 
Hypocriſy being a Sin that cannot well ſet up for 
Proſelytes, becauſe it never owns itſelf of a diſtin 
Party from true Piety. And it is not impoſſible, 
that the Example of a feigned Chriſtian may teach 
others to ſurmount their Copy, and be that in Sin- 
cerity, which he is but in 1 Whereas 


open Vice pretends to no ſuch Poſſibility, breathes 
nothing 
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nothing but Contagion, and like a Peſt infects Com- 
munities. We have therefore Reaſon to conclude, 
that if this Care were generally taken, it were a 
Service not only to God, but the Common-wealth, 
which has not more unprofitable, nay obnoxious 
Burdens lying on her from any Rank of Men, than 
from lewd and idle Servants ; who uling their Places 
only as a Shelter for their Sloth and Licentiouſ- 
neſs, when that govrd withers, know not whither 
to retire, but nſually either live Beggars, or die 
Thieves: Whereas-if Gentlemens Families were ſo 
ordered as to become Seminaries of Induſtry and So- 


briety, the Number of them is ſo great, that they 


might be able to ſend out many Colonics of uſeful 
and civil Perſons. | 

4. There is alſo another 
Sort of Relative, viz. a Gentlemen have an 
Friend: Over whom, though Advantage of im- 
they have not that Authority proving their Friends 
which ſprings from this ſer- Hip to the moſt noble 
vile Stock _ of Hopes and Eds of Religion 
Fears, yet they have one of and Mnality ; 
a much more noble Deſcent, 
and more vigorons Efficacy. Friendſhip has a Key 
to the Heart, which it may uſe not only to Jet itſelf 
into its Secrets, but alſo to introduce its own Con- 
ceptions, Sentiments, and Inelinations ; it ſo mixes 


with the Mind, that it may-infenfibly convey-into it 


any Idea. Now to uſe this Intimacy to the bringing 


in any thing baſe and unworthy, is the vileſt Trea- 


chery, ſuch as is but imperſectly repreſented by the- 
Treaſon of him, who requites his Friend's Heſpita- 
lity, by bringing in Thieves or-Murderers-upon him.” 
A Guilt ſo vehemently to be abhorred, that none is. 
to think himſelf at a ffficient and juſt Diſtance from 
it, but he that induſtriouſly purſues the direct con- 
crary; he therefore that hath a Friend, ought ſtudi- 
Hp): 13 oully 
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oaſly to contrivve how he may molt promote his 
Advaittages, and thoſe not only his outward and ſe- 
cular, but alſo (yea principal] j his inward and ſpi- 
ritual. This is the only Senſe wherein it is Jawtul 
to have Deſigns upon him ; and in this he is not on- 
ly licenſed, but obliged to have ſo. He mult here 
uſe all friendly Stratagems to recommend and endear 
Virtue to him, make his Kindneis the Vehicle, where- 
in the more gratefully to adminiſter whatever is moſt 
wholkſome, even Reproots, when they appear fo ; 
and yet by taking his own turn in being the Patient, 
evince that it is no alſuming Humour that - creates 
him a Phyſician. If Friendſhips were thus managed, 
it would be indeed a moſt ſaered Relation, ſuch as 
would be above the Violations of thole petty tri- 
vial Diſtaſtes which now-a-days diſſolve them. 
Hearts that are tied together with theſe conſecrated 
Bands, are like Man and Wife joined together inſe- 
parably by God, and much for the fame End of Pro- 
pagation : only herein as far ſuperior to their Pat- 
tern as the Mind is to the Body, the divine Excel- 
lencies of a Saint to the natural Compolition of a 
Man. We may reaſonably believe they were Friend- 
ſhips of this making that firſt brought that Name in- 
to ſo much Veneration, and were they again reduced 
to this, no Encomiums could be. too laviſh for them. 
Such a Reducement were a Work well worthy the 
Spirit and Ingenuity of Gentlemen; who lance they 
generally profeſs much Reverence to the Word, it 
is pity they ſhould caſt away their Adorations on an 
empty Shrine. The Heathens had Incantations to 
recal their diſpleaſed Deities into their forſaken Ima- 
ges. I wiſh they would alſo try ſome holy Magick 
ro bring back ſomewhat of the primitive divine 
Spirit, to animate this now liveleſs Trunk: That 
3 who juſtly think it an ungenteel reproachful 
thing, not to have ſome body whom they call Friend, 
may 
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Sect. VII. Advantage of Authority, 1 0 3 
may think it much more ſo, not to pay all the real 


Kindneſs due to that Appellation. 


5. Having thus far given an 
Account what are the proper and but tee many dv 
juſt Employments of this Autho- avuſe their Au- 
rity over their ſeveral Relations, thority to caunte- 
our Method now requires us 10 mance and throw 
reflect a little on their Practice, Contempt upon 
and that in the moſt we ſhall find Piet aud V irtne 2 
as far ſwerving from the Rule 
in this Particular, as any of the former. So far, 
alas, are Gentlemen from making their Power in- 
ſtrumental to the infuling Good, that there is no- 
thing more ordinary than to fee them diſpoſe it to 
the direct contrary. The Scorn and Contempt they 
publickly caſt upon all Piety and Virtue, teaches 
their Dependents how dead a Trade that is like to 
prove to them. And then it is very improbable 
that Godlineſs ſhall with them caſt the Scales again 
Gain. He that aims to get an Exhibition, or an 
thing groportionable, will ſoon diſcern his Way lies 
in a quite oppolite Road. He mult find out what 
Vice of the Gentleman he may be molt ſerviceable 
to. Sometimes he mult purvey for his Luſt, ſome- 
times for his Intemperance ; and even when he has 
cloyed thoſe groſſer Appetites, yet his Pride will al- 
ways remain inſatiable, He muſt ſtill provide Air 
for that Chameleon, lay out his whole Breath in 
Flatteries (a more helliſh Wind than any the Lap- 
landers fell.) It is this Eoſhrining his Diana, which 
is the Craft by which he expects his Wealth: And 
therefore whatever other Office he executes by 
ſtarts, a Paralite is to be his conſtant Trade. | 

6. In like Manner, their Servants 
are diſciplined to be the Mini- Serpants are 


ſtexs of their Luxuries, and not commonty 


only to ſerve, but tranſcribe made the Mie 


* 
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riſters of their them. The Maſter's Vices ſel- 
Lneuries;, and dom miſs to be taken up by the 
their Families the whole Houſe, as if they were 
Schools of Vice to be the Cognizances and 
and Jntemper-- Badges to witneſs to whom 
| they retained. And though 
| for this they might very well 
truſt to the Efficacy of their bare Example, yet, 
as if they could never be fecure enough of cor- 
rupting their Families, they too often add to it Pre- 
cepts and Rules of Inſtitution. Thus, it is one of 
the fundamental Laws of their Hoſpitality, That no- 
Stranger be ſent ſober away. So that their Houſes 
may well paſs for enchanted Caſtles ; no Man ſcarce 
that comes into them being able to guide himſelf 
out. They keep as it were ſolemn Juſts and Tour- 
naments of Debauchery, to challenge all Comers, 
and have Variety of Champions to deal withal, 
Combatants of all Ranks. In ſhort, Gentlemens 
Families are become fuch perſect Academics of Li- 
centiouſneſs, that the moſt innocent Puny will there, 
in a very ſhort Time, become a Proficient. And this, 
God knows, is the ordinary Improvement they make 
of their Authority; as if they affected to outbid 
the Tyranny of the Turk, in ſending a Halter to his 
Vaſſals, and making them their own Exccutioners; 
or thought it a Diſparagement to their Qualities to 
go to Hell without an honourable Retinue, 

| | 7. As for the other Sort 
The Friend/hip which of Power, that which they 
is contratted among have over their. Friends and 
em now, becomes Intimates, it is not diſcern- 
4 Bond of Tniquiity ible that they. manage that 
and Combination a- better. Who almoſt is there 
gainſt Cod andViriue. that ſeems at all to advert to 


the eſſential Part of Friend- 
| "7 > 
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ſhip ? What a Rarity, I had almoſt ſaid a Prodigy is 
it, to find (even among thoſe that profeſs the greateſt 
Dearneſs) any that hath either the Courage to give, 
or the Humility to receive an Admonition? But, in- 
ſtead of thoſe wounds of a friend, Prov. xxvii. 6. 
there 1s nothing more common among them than 
the Kifles of an Enemy, ſuch mutual Soothing in 
| III, as renders it inveterate and incurable ; and like 
Joab to Amaſa, 2 Sam. xx. 10. ſheds out the 
bowe!;, whcn it pretends to kifs. Nay, as if it 
were not ſufficient for them to nouriſh thoſe Vices 
they find already planted, they ſow new Seeds, 
communicate their perſonal ones to each other, as 
if the Community of Friendſhip obliged them mutu- 
ally to diffuſe their Poiſons. Were many of the 
cloſeſt Intimacies uow-a- days ranſacked to the Bot- 
tom, it is to be feared this would be found the Baſis 
| and Ground-Work of them. He that hath advan- 
| | ced above the beaten Road, arrived to the more ele- 
vated myſterious Parts of Wickedneſs, {the depths | 
of Satan, as they {peak, Rev. ii. 24.) wopld loſe | 
5 much of the Guſt, if he ſhould not get ſome Confi- 
dent, to whom at once to boaſt and propagate his 
Proficiency. . Thus facrilegiouſly is this venerable 
Relation of Friendſhip dee wr by being proſtitut- 
ed to the vileſt and moſt deteſtable Purpoſes; and 
by this accurſed Abuſe ſuffers the ſaddeſt Metamor- 

hoſis, becomes only a Confederacy in Sin, a Com- 
bination and League againſt what they account the | 
common Enemies, God and Virtue. | 


„ Y he great Pleaſure and Hap- 
7 pineſs they would have of being 
TRE ?  tnſirumental to the Good of o- 


that one would gueſs a Mp 
it were ſome” arent thers, eſpecially of their Souls, 


and very conſiderable Weight of preſent Intereſt, 
| m2 that 
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that ſhould thus bias and diſtort them, But 
when that is examined, it. will be found to lie 
wholly upon the other Side. The former Section 
gave us occaſion to diſcern how tranſporting a De- 
light it is to be the Inſtrument of any Good to o- 
thers. But as there 1s no Good can bear Proportion 
with that which is done to the Soul; ſo certainly 
to be an Agent in that muſt far tranſcend the Plea- 
ture of alt other Benefactions. He that ſo diſpenſes 


bis Bounty, as to engage Men to Virtue by it, is in- 


* 


deed the magnificent Perſon, outvies the moſt pro- 
fuſe Donations of the greateſt Potentates. They 
can give bur ſome little Parcels of Earth, he gives 
Heaven, and, like a mighty Monarch, hath Kings to 
do him Homage. So he, that by well ordering his 
Family, makes his Servants to be God's, does not 
only oblige the Common- wealth, but is as it were a 
Patriot even to Heaven itſelf ; provides it with In- 
habitants, and helps to ſecure it from that Empti- 
nels and Depopulation wherewith the general Wic- 
kedneſs of Men ſeems to threaten it. And then, in 
relation to ſuch his Servants, he is of all other Ma- 
ſters the molt bountiful and obliging : They provide 
perhaps ſome petty Annuities, he gives a State of 
Inheritance, nay of Eternity. 


9. This is a vaſt Munificence.,. 


Crentlemen, by doing yet that which the arranteſt 
Cood, may enrich o» Worldling can have no Temp- 
there, without im- tation to grudge. A Man may 
poveriſhing them- thus without a Riddle give 


* 


ſeries « much, yet part with nothing, 


nay, acquire that very thing 

to himſelf which he diſpenſes to others. So that 
here is no Place for the uſual! (though unjuſt) Ob- 
jection of impoveriſhing one's ſelf, which 1s that a- 
lone which often deads the Reliſh, or diverts the 
| Attempt 
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Attempt of other Liberalities. And therefore this 
Sart, which is reſcued from that one poſhble Allay, 
muſt certainly yield the moſt vigorons and unmixed 
Pleaſure ; It being ſure, that Bounty has in itſelf fo 
much of Agreement with human Nature, as will in- 
cvitably produce Complacence and Delight, where it 
is not ſo interrupted or allayed. 
10. 1 might here add, ex abun- 
danti, that there is likeways a ſe- By this means 


cular Profit attending it. For if their Servants 


Gentlemen had their Dependents aud Depend- 
truly conſcientious, they would be ents will be- 
of very much more Uſe to them. come more 
They might employ them ſecurely, truſty and 
and need no other Spies upon them faithful in the 
but their own Conſciences. It Management 
would not then be, ſo many Ser- f their Con- 
vants, ſo many Thieves and Har- cerns, 
pies, but ſo many Factors and | 
Traſſickers for the Maſter's Advantages. So that 
here again their own Intereſt engages them to this 
Care : Though I confeſs it is to be wiſhed, that 
the former more ingenious Motive may be ſo pre- 
valent as to ſuperſede all Uſe of this; it bein 
very unreaſonable that God ſhould need Auxiliaries 
from Mammon. Yet as once the /rae/ites borrow- 
ed of the Egyptians, ſo it may not be amiſs to make 
this inferior Conſideration a Step to the other more 
noble : That even they who have yet no Guſt of 
that more heroick Pleaſure, may, on the Intuition 
of this worldly Advantage, endeavour to improve 
their Authority to the ſpiritnal Good of all that 
belong to them. 

11. But from no Part of this Per- 
formance may they reap ſo rich Sa- The Plea- 
tisfaction as from that which is exer- ſure of do- 
ciſed towards a Friend. For as their ig Co to 


Concernment 
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& Friend, is Concernment is nearer in him, than 
equal to in the former more diftant Relations, 
that which ſo the Pleaſure of doing Good to 
we received, him, maſt proportionably increaſe ; 
or do to cur- as that Heat is moſt intenſe which 
ſelves. is conveyed by the neareſt Re- 
flexion. He who ſo maintains his 
vital Station in the great Body, as to ſympa- 
thize with every Member of it, muſt yet ba - 
rily have the moſt acute Senſe of what be- 
fals thoſe Parts to which he is moſt immediately 
conjoined. But there is no ſtricter Union upon 
Earth than that of a virtuous Friendſhip; and then 
what can be more ſatisfactory than to preſerve or 
advance the Health of that, whoſe Maladies himſelf 
is fure to feel, to improve and benefit that Ferſon, 
who is thus become a Part of him? Perſons of 
Quality love to deck and embeiliſh the Place where 
they inhabit, abhor to dwell in a Sty or Dungeon : 
But Friends dwell in each other; and therefore can- 
not but be delighted in beautifying and adorn- 
ing thoſe Minds they have thus choſen to live in, 
in purging them from all Foulneſs and Pollutions, 
and rendering them as pure and immaculate; nay, as 
ſplendid and illuſtrious, as is poſſible. Certainly, 
there is nothing upon Earth more raviſhing than a 
Friendſhip thus entertained. It is ſome Anticipa- 
tion of Heaven, where thoſe Lines of Love, which 
ſtretch themſelves to every Part of the Circumfer- 
ence, do all meet in God as their Center. It is in- 
deed that which ſurmounts the Poſſibility of an ex- 
act Deſeription, and reſerves its full Diſcovery to 
be the Prize of Experience. Let it be tried, and 
then I doubt not, but he that hath made the Ex- 
periment, will readily atteſt the Pleaſure of thus 
employing this Part alſo of his Authority. 
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er. 54 
Of the laſt Advantage, that f Reputation. 


1 HE laſt Advantage is 
that of Reputation The Reputation of” 
and Eſteem; which is generally. à Gezt/eman well 
preſumed the Due of Perſons. ol managed, i of : 
Quality, unleſs where ſome per- great» Advantage: 
ſonal Unworthinaeſs-hath-cut aff - to hin. | 
the Entail, and forfeited - that 
Right. And though, theſe - Days have, taught 
the Vulgar to defalk much of that Reſpect 
which former Ages paid to Superiors of all Sorts ; 
et I cannot think the levelliung Principle has ſo 
univer{ally diffuſed itſelf, as totally to eraſe out all 
Impreſhons of Reverence towards them: So that 
there ſtill remains ſomew hat af this Talent for them 
to negotiate with, It will be their Part ſo to ma+-) 
nage and diſpoſe it, as to bring in Profit to their 
Lord, by making it allo. an Engine to draw Men to 
Piety and Virtue, 
2. This they may ſometimes : 
do by Counſel ; to the Succeſs The Aturce given 
whereot there is nothing more by a Gentleman. 
contributive than an Eſteem of carrees (more: 
the Adviſer, moſt Men being ra- Height ond Repu- 
= ther apt to conſider who ſpeaks tation along with 
than what | is ſpoken. And 7, than that which 
therefore Perſons, whoſe Qua- c:mes from a 
lity and Education have prepoſ- meamer Perſon ; 
leſſed them with an Opinion of 
their Wiſdom, have a great Advantage towards the 
working on them. And this it will befit them to 
þ Vo- Ih K make 


© 
l 
o 
® 
oy 
< 
= 
4 
o 
A 
C 
"Ib 
x 
oO 


8 8 
. 24 8 


110 The Genihemanbe Calling. Sect. VIII. 


make diligent Uſe of, by ſeaſonable Advices and Ex- 
hortations, of thoſe whom they ſhall diſcern thus 
prepared for the entertaining of them, to take all 
prudent Occaſions to recommend Chriſtian Practice 
to them, and by pulling off thoſe Diſguiſes which 
the falſe Meaſures of the World have put u pon Vice 
and Virtue, to repreſent them in their true and na- 
tive Shapes, the one the Obje& of Horror and De- 
teſtation, the other of Love and Delight. It is the 


Want of this Diſcovery that has given Impiety ſo 


free a Range: It has dreſſed itſelf up in a counter- 
feit Splendor, falſe Gems and Tinſel-gaudery : And 
in this glittering Appearance it marches on trium- 
phantly, receives Acchamations, yea, and Obeiſance 
too, nay, commands not only the Knees, (as eve- 
ry proſperous U ſurper can do) but even the Hearts 
of Men. And will none have ſo much Charity, ſo 
much Zeal for publick Concern, as to uncloak this 
Impoſtor, and ſhew the dazled World what it is it 
thus bows to? Perhaps this is looked upon only 
as the Buſineſs of Divines; but certainly, would 
Gentlemen alſo fet to it, they were like to prove 
the more proſperous Undertakers. What comes 
only out of the Pulpit, paſſes for the fooliſpneſt of 


preaching, 1 Cor. !. 21. or for the Diſcourſes of 


thoſe whoſe Trade it is to inveigh againſt Sin. All 
their Thruſts being of courſe, and expected, their 
Wards are as well known too; and we daily ſee 
Vice approve itſelf an expert Fencer againſt them. 
But the Endeavours of theſe would not be liable to 
thoſe Prejudices: A Blow from them would come, 
like the Revolt of, a Confederate, with the Advan- 
tage of a Surprize. And there is little Doubt, but, 
by friendly and familiar Conferences, they might ma- 
ny times inſinuate that into Mens Breaſts, which the 
more ſolemn and authoritative Exhortations of Mi- 
nuters often fail of. 

5 | : 3. But 
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2. But Counfel will be of 
little Efficacy, if it he not ſe- ſpecially if he [e-. 
eonded by Example. They cords and confirm: 
mult therefore Jook their Lives it by his own ©1i*- 
be ſuch as may ſhew they be- twous Example. 
lieve themſelves, whilſt they | 
go about to perſuade others. He that ſhall with 
never fo preſſing Arguments dehort a Man from that 
Sin, which himſelf at the next Opportunity com- 
mits, will never be ſuppoſed to have any real ill 
Opinion of it, but rather ſo paſſionate a Love, that 
he is jcalous any but himſelt ſhould have its Em- 
braces. And then ſurely this will be ſo far from a- 
verting, that it will excite the Appetite of the 9- 
ther to taſte of that which he ſees is thought To de- 
ſirable as to be monopolized. „ 
4. Indeed there is nothing b . : 
which they have ſo univerſal an Centlemen have a 
Influence, as their Example. great kn IT 
Things that are ſet in ſome fo draw their De- 
high and eminent Place, do na- pendants to the 
turally attract Mens Eyes to Lee Virtue and 
them; ſo that Eminency of Goodueſi, by their 
Condition wherein Gentlemen Countenance and 
are placed, renders their Actions Eucourage ment 
more obſervable. They are like = I f 
the City our Saviour ſpeaks of, ſet on an Hill, and 
have by that advantageous Situation the Means of 
making their Light ſhine farther than other Mens. 
And therefore it ought to be their conſtant Care, by 
the bright Luſtre of their exact and exemplary Con- 
verſations, to enlighten the whole Sphere wherein 
they move. Would Gentlemen make this their u- 
nited Deſign, what a happy Conſtellation of au- 
ſpicious Stars would they prove, by whole be- 
nign Aſpect the Sterility of vulgar Minds might be 
K 2 cured, 


— 


cured, and even thoſe Clods be inſpirited, and ren- 
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dered capable of excellent Productions? | 
5. For what can be more 
which" would gjove perſuaſive to thoſe of the low- 
Virtu? a mich er Ranks to embrace Virtue, 
greater Reputation than to ſee it made the Elec- 
among their Infe- tion of thoſe whom they ſup- 
ters. poſe to have moſt judgment to 
| diſcern its Value, and fo fall 
not on it blindfold, and who have alſo all the con- 
trary Pleaſures of Sin within their Reach; nay, 
proſtrate at their Feet, ſuing for Entertaining, and 


ſo are not caſt on it by Impotence ? What a Blur 


and:Infamy would it caſt upon Vice, if it were once 
banifhed-out of genteel Company and how fair a 
Step would it be towards its Excluſion out of 
all! We ſee what a natural Aſpiring the lower Sort 
have to approach to the Condition of their Betters. 
Aud though. that, being now aimed only at their 


Pomps and Greatneſs, be no commendable Tem- 


per, yet ſure it were much in the Power of thoſe 
emulated Perſons - to make it ſo. For would 
they ſo order the Matter, that their Virtue (hould 
ontthine all their outward Splendors, that it ſhould 
become the Character and diſtinctive Note of a 
Gentleman, to be eminently good, this were a 
Way to confecrate even Ambition itſelf, by making, 


it an Engine, not to rack and torture Men, as com- 


mon Ambitions do, but to advance them to all vir- 
tuous Indultry. | =» | 
6. He that deſired to enno- 
The abandoning of ble his Family would then be- 
Vice would truly gin at his Mind, caſt out thence 
ennoble aud mate all baſe and degenerous Inclina- 
themGentlemen-in- tions, and make himſelf a Gen- 


ted. tleman without Help of Herald- 


ry. Thus happily might they 
Is deceive 


2 
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deceive Men into Piety, and make thoſe Emulations, 
whoſe firſt Rife was merely from Earth, a Ladder 


wherewith to ſcale Heaven. And how noble, how 
excellent a Charity is this, and yet of all others the 
cheapeſt, it having that proverbial Property of Cha- 
rity, To begin at home. The being good, is prima- 
rily a Kindneſs to themſelves, and to others only 
by way of Reſult, and Propagation, and eaſy Con- 
ſequence. How unchriſtian, unmanly, yea unskil- 
fut too will it then be to deny this Benefaction, 
which has that very Argument on its Side, Which 
is oppoſed to other Kinds of Liberalities ? © "That 
Fear of leſſening a Man's felf, which in thoſe con- 
tracts and ſhuts up the Bowels, is here in all Rea- 
fon to enlarge nd dilate them ; . for in this Cafe 
Men cannot deny, without their own greateſt Inju- 
ry and Diminution. And fare it would juſtly paſs 
for a Prodigy both of Malice and Folly, for one ſo 
to avert the benefrting another, as 40 incur the 
greateſt Damage to himſelf in ayoiding it. | 
7. But alas! it is not only 

Charity, either to others, or Gentlemen abuſe 
themſelves, which exacts of their Re putation, in 
them thus to promote Piety a- giving Fice greats: 
mong Men. They have brought er Credit and Fu- 
themſelves under another more corra? | 
conſtraining Obligation, I mean otherways it would 
that of Juſtice; particularly the 
Fultice of Reſtitution : For it: | ; 
is too vilible they have been deeply acceſſary to its 
Decay. So far have they been from adviſing and ex- 
citing Men to Good, that I fear their perfuaſive Fa- 
culties have generally been employed to a quite di- 
{tant Purpoſe. There are fe or none; that by their 
own pious Endeavours do at all abate the Need of 


the Prieſts Exhortations ; but many that do evecuate 


23 their 


gement than © 
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heir Efficacy, by decrying it as the greateſt Folly, 
the moſt unmanly Subnnion, to yield them any 
Conſideration. As for their own Connſels, they are 
too often in Earneſt, what Solemonm's was by way 
of Irony, Eccle/. xi. 9. Walk in the ways of thine 
| heart, aud inthe fight of thine 2505, encouraging and 
animating Men to all Senſuality. And if they dif- 
cern any begin to ſtartle at the Courte, to entertain 
but a ſober Thought of that difmal End ts which jt 
leads; he is to be laughed out of that hypochon- 
driack Fit, taught to look upon it as a Species of 


Frenzy. The loud Noiſe of roaring Mirth is re- in- 


forced to drown that poor Whiſper of Coaſcienee, 
and by the Sound as it were of thoſe Trumpets, h- 
is incited to turn to his Courſe, as the Horſe het) 
into the battle, Jer. viü. 6. all Arts of Encourage- 
ment uſed to emboldea him to run ſearleſſy on to 
Damnation. This is their own known Recipe for 


all Pangs and Gripes of Soul. And if it be not of 


every Day's Practice, it is not that they have any 
better Method of Cure, but ſuch Arts of Preven- 
tion, ſuch Means of Stupefaction and Obduration 
that the Diſeaſe feldom occurs among them. 
3 8. Nor do they omit to back 

which they libeuiſe and fortify this with propor- 
confirm by their tionable Examples; which, God 
own evil Example. knows, are fo many, and ſo ef- 

| | ficacious, that, like a difinal 
Cloud, they overfpread our whole Horizon. They 
who are by God deſigned as Lights toillaminaty alt 
about them, have been the Inſtruments of intro» 
ducing a more than £2ypria: Darkneſs, thereby ex- 
emplitying that Aphoriſm of oor Saviour's, Matth. 
wi. 23. Jt the light that is in thee be darkneſs, how 
great is that Darkneſs. 


9. What 


— Re 


| 
| 


9. What a. Deluge of Pro- & 


faneneſs and Impiety at this: Centlemen are 

Day overflews this poor Na- grown public vi- 
tion, is too vilible, not only cieus, and ronnte- 
by the direct, but the reſlexed nance Profancne/s 


Beams of 'thofſe fad Judgments - i an open ard - 
they have brought down upon ſcandalous Man- 


it. And. though there be too er; 


many Springs which fecd this 

Ocean; yet there will ſcarce any be ſound to have 
more hberally contributed than the open and ſcan- 
dalous Vicionſneſs of the Gentry... They who are 


placed as Stars in our Firmament, if they dart no- 
thing dut malignant Influences, what Wonder is it, 


if an univerſal Pelt euſue? It is they that have 
brought Vice into Countenance, made it the Mode 
and Faſhion of the Times, ſo that People dread the 
Singularity of being innocent, and a Man may wien 
tels Peril of Scorn.appear in the moſt ſuperannuated 
Dreſs, than own the obſolete Qualities of Meakneſs, 
Purity, Sobriety, Cc. How great and fatal a Snare 
this. Creditableneſs of Sin has proved, I fear there 
are too many thouſands of entangled Souls can.wit- 
neſs. And on whom can they more properly charge 
their Ruin than on thoſe who have advanced it to 


this Repute in' the World ? Mens natural Pravi 


gives them Propenſion more than enough ro III; 
and therefore it hath been the Buſineſs of Laws, both 
human. and divine, to-put a Bridle upon thoſe Incli- 
nations, by Fear and Shame to reſtrain their Inordi- 
nacy : But this converts the Bridle into a Spur, 
when thoſe that ſhould diſcountenance Vice thus 
animate and encourage it. 
10, For what a Temptation 
is it to the Vulgar to run to all which 75a great 
Exceſs of Riot,. when they lee Temptation for the 
their Superiors have beaten the common People to 
Path 
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imitate, and grow Path before them, and are them- 


Jie the. ſelves immerſed in the molt 
brutiſh Senſualities? Which ot 


them will endure to be ſober, when Drunkenneſs 


ſhall be accounted fo dignifying a Quality, that it 
may make a Peaſant Company for a Lord ! When 
Gentlemen are atheiltical, Clowns will think them 


felves very modeſtly wicked, if they be but profane. 


And when they hear their Betters diſcharge loud 
Vollies of Oaths, they will ſoon find they are as 
well qualified for that Part of Greatneſs as the beſt. 
Their tongues are as much heir. own; Plal. xii. 4. 
and will be glad, that, by ſuch an eaſy Employ- 


ment of them, they can be Gentlemen fo good 


cheap. It were as endleſs as unneceflary to enume- 
rate the ſeveral Sorts of Infection which the i!! Ex- 
amples of great Men have diffuſed. It is too obvi- 
ous in the moral Effects to need any other Way of 
Diſcovery. And I am ſure it ought to be Matter 
of the ſaddeſt Reflexion to all who are involved in 
that Guilt ; it being a moſt direful Account which 
they will one day have to wake, who. have been the 
Authors of ſuch miſerable. Vaſtations, turned Com- 
munities of Men, of Chriſtians, into Herds of Beaſts, 
nay into Legions of Devils. 

IT. Every Sin, even of the 
The Sins of great privateſt,. obſcureſt Perſon car- 
Men receive a ries much of Contempt and At- 
mighty Aggrava- Iront to the Divine Majeſty : But 
ton from the Num great Mens Vices are of a yet 
ber of thoſe that more giantly Frame, they pro- 
are miſled by their claim Glen! War with Heaven, 


Example, levy Forces and draw in Multi- 
. tudes of Abettors and Confe- 

derates in their Hoſtilities, And, God knows, this 
Kind of unevangelical Violence the Kingdom of 
eee Ip a 12 * hy 415 e : 
Heaven daily ſuffers. Oh! that the Chieftains and 
+ HA - Leaders: 


* 


i 
| 


o 
_ 


CNW —-—-— — 


_— OT 


ho - - 


Sect. VIII. Advantage of Reputation. 117 
Leaders of theſe unhappy Troops would at laſt think 
fit to ſound a Retreat; that they would in Pity,, if 
not to themſelves, yet to their ſeduced Followers, 
_ ceaſe thus deſperately to ruſh on upon the Mouth of 
the Cannon, the Jaws of Hell! And not only ſo, but 
that they would alfo endeavour to bring.them into 
ſome Terms-of Accord with that omnipotent Ene-- 


my they have provoked ; by their own penitent and 


reformed Lives, teach them the Poſtures of Humi- 
lity and Submiſſion, as they have formerly done that 
of Defiance. This certainly is that to which com- 
mon Equity obliges them, Reparation of Injuries 


being confeſſedly an indiſpenſible Part of Juſtice. 


And certainly there can no Injury exceed, nay equal 
this of betraying Men to eternal Ruin: And conſe- 
quently nothing leſs than the utmoſt Induſtry to re- 


ir it can be any competent Expiation. God grant 


all thoſe whoſe Guilt gives them a peculiar - Title to- 
this Adnionition, may own their Right to it by 


particular and ſerious Applications, ſuch as may for 


the future engage tliem to the molt zealous Endea- 


vour of reforming uot only themfeſyes, but others, 


for teſcuing their Reputation from that fouleſt. Blot 
of being an Agent for Satan, and advancing it to that 
higheſt Dipnity of being ſerviceable to God. 
12. But there is little Hope 
they will rightly conſider the who, for the moſt 
Ufe, who are ſo utterly mil- paris tale wrong 
taken in the Nature of true Re- Meaſures of AD. 
putation. A Man of Honour; our aud Gallan- 
is now underſtood” only, to be. , 
one that can ſtart and 'maintain g | 
a Quarrel ; that for every the triflingeſt Injury, ex- 
pects, like:-Lamzch, Gen. iv. 24. to be avenged fe- 
veitty and ſeven ſold; that deſpiſes the Chriſtian 
Precepts of Meekneſs, Long - ſuſſering, and Forgive-- 
vels, as Rudiments of Cowardice and unmanly Pu- 


bllapimity, . 
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ſillanimity, and has no other Meaſure of Courage 
and Gallantry, but by an utter Oppoſition to all 
thoſe. And whilſt Reputation is thus hung only at 
the Point of the Sword, it is a very ht Inſtrument to 
deſtroy Bodies, hat ſure not to ſave Souls. We find 
daily many Occaſions to complain of the Tyranny of 
Cuſtom and Opinion, but ſcarce any where ſo much 
as in thoſe unjuſt and abſurd Laws they have impoſ- 
ed in this Matter: Which, were they confideringly 
weighed, would ſurely evince them loch contempt- 


ible Legiſlators, as would be enough to dethrone 
and depoſe them from that uſurped Empire they now 


maintain in the World. 

| 13. To take only a ſhort and 

and ſuch as are curſory View of them, we ſhall, 

contrary to the in the firſt place, find them to 

Rules and Pre- be horribly impious. For what 

cepts of the Goſpel, can be more fo, than thus to 
tear off thoſe Signatures of Ho- 


nour, which God himſelf hath impreſſed, and vility - 


thoſe whom he hath dignified ? God has pronounced 


that it is the di/creticn of a man that deferreth his 


anger, and it is 575 glory 76 paſs over u tranſgreſſions 
Frov. xix. 11. And again, He that is flow to anger 
73 better than the mighty,. and he that ruleth his ſpirit, 
than he that taketh a city, Prov. xvi. 32. - But this 
new Notion of Honour proclaims the quite con- 
trary; he paſſes for a phlegmatick Fool, whoſe 
Blood boils not at the ſirſt Glimpſe of an Aﬀront ; 
and it is Gallantry to offer many Injuries, but ig- 
nominious Tameneſs to bear one. It has always 
been the indifpntable Prerogative of Kings to be the 
Fountains of Honour; what an impious Daring is 
it then to diveſt him of that Privilege, % whom 
£77125 rtign © to cancel his Patents, and mark them 


_ out as the Objects of Scorn, to whom God gives 


fo glorious a Teltunony ? Yet thus is it. daily done 
rg 
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| to the Men, whom the King of Kings will honour ; [i 
| theſe aft all the Triumphs theſe Mordecais mult ex- 
pect ; au Evidence how much worle they are than 
ſanan that allot them. Certainly there cannot be 
an Act of greater Defiance againſt the Divine Ma- { 
jeſty than thus to reverſe his Decrees. And upon 1 
this Hoſtility and Oppoſition againſt Heaven, it is, p 
that all the private Quarrels, and Combats on Earth ' 
| are (as on their Foundation) ſuperſtructed; fo that 
| to initiate a Duelliſt, his firſt Challenge muſt be di- f 
rected againſt God himſelf. f 
[ 14. Nor are theſe falſe Mea- [ 
ſures of Honour more oppo- and oppoſite to q 
| {ite to Religion than Prudence. common Prudence 
| The Gloſſes the Sword-men and ordinary Di/- 
have put upon the one funda» cretion, as i par- 
mental Law of Not bearing an ticularly notorious 
Injury, have introduced ſuch a iu ihe Caſe of Du- 
Multitude of ridiculous Puncti- es. 
| lies, that the next Age will be 
in danger of receiving the Fable of Do: Qrixot for 
| authentick Hiſtory. , And I ſee not with what Ju- 
ſtice this can laugh at them in him and his Squire | 
Sancho, and yet think them ſerious enough to go- 
vern Men in their molt real and weighty Concern- 1 
| 
| 


| ments. It would indeed aſtoniſn any ſober Perſon | 
| to conſider what Chimeras they are, to which Men 
ſacrifice all that ought to be dear to them. How ma- | 
„y Duels have been fought, how many Men killed, | 
(when neither of the Combatants were fo implacu- | | 
ble but that they could willingly have compounded 5 
the Matter) only becauſe they thought Point of 3 
Honour exacted it, and the declaring it would be in- i 
glorious ? Certainly the Gallies is a State of perfect | | 


Liberty, compared with this BonCage. And were 
the Releaſe from thoſe neceſſarily to infer a Subjec- * 
tion to this, were thoſe Slaves obliged thus to be- 


come 


_— 
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come Gentlemen, I ſhould ceaſe my Wonder why 
ſo many of them have deſpiſed a Manumiſſion. . For 
thus tc have a Man's Eltate, his Life, yea Soul too, 


at the Mercy of popular Breath, (not only to be 


loſt, but loft by his own AR) is a Slzvery beyond 
all that the molt abje& Creature ever groaned under. 
And yet ſo prodigiouſly abſurd is the World, as to 
cut this out for the Benjamiu's Portion, make it 
the eſpecial and peculiar Privilege of Gentlemen. 
They are ſet upon a Theatre, and, as the Gladia- 
tors of old, muſt kill one another, only to enter- 
tain Spectators. And who would not think Bedlam 
the only Seminary to breed Men up for ſuch a 
Trade? Vet ſo univerſal is this Lunacy, that one 
may ſuſpect the Inſtitution of that Hoſpital is per- 
verted, that that incloſes only the ſober 9 
whillt the frantick run looſe about the World. 
Iß5. But perhaps the more 
T he great Sin and malicious Duellers will think 
miſchievous Effets themſelves exempt from this 
of fighting Duels, - Number, becauſe it is their own 
Satisfaction which they delign 


in it: Their Enemies Blood will make fo delicious 


2 Draught for their Revenge, that they gaſp after 
it, and think it a Pleaſare well worthy their Pur- 
ſuit. But ſure theſe differ from the former, not as 
wife Men from Fools, but as a worſe-natured Fool 
from a better. He that would juſtify the Rational- 
neſs of any Adventure, mult prove the Prize at 
lealt to equal the Worth of that he hazards for it. 
But who that conſiders he has a Soul can ſeriouſly 
ſer it at ſo contemptible a Rate? Or what Man in 
his Wits, that believes a Hell, will ay the Pleaſure 
of a Revenge can countervail thoſe Pains ? Nay in- 
deed, none can with any Pretence put it in Balance 
with the mere Loſs of Life. For he that is killed 
(as every Man may be that fights) can have no 
| Senie 


* 
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Senſe of that Pleaſure, and ſo becomes uncapable of 
the Compenſation, if that were able to make it. 
Nay, I ſhall deſcend yet lower, and with ſome Con- 
fidence affirm, that the unealy Conſequences even 
of the Victory, do quite overwhelm the Satisfac- 
tion. For this 1 dare refer myſelf to any of thoſe 
who have had the unhappy Triumph of a Murderer, 
and doubt not, that, if they will ſpeak their Expe- 
riences, they will tell us, that the Cry of their Ad- 
verſary's Blood in their Conſcience did utterly ex- 
tinguiſh the Reliſh of it in their Fancy. Or if 
they were Perſons that were hardned againſt alf 


Senſe of divine Vengeance, yet the Fear of human 


was abundantly enough to defeat them of that 
Pleaſure they expected: So impoſſible is it to gather 
Grapes of theſe Thorns, to reap any Contentment 
from fo unchriſtian an Attempt. "Their Revenge is 
not compleated without Blood: And if they have 
it, it proves a Torrent to carry away that imaging 
ry Delight they projected from it. And then, 
what Colour of Reaſon can any Man bring why he 
ſhould thus fell his Soul for nought, and become a 
Platonick to Damnation? | | 
16. But Revenge has two ill- 
matched Qualities, Blindneſs and which gratifies on- 
Impetuoſity; and ſo all its % for the 1 
Darts, though they carry Force 4 furious and re- 
and Venom enough to deſtroy vengeful! Paſſion, 
all about them, yet by being ill TH 
aimed, revert mortally on the Breaſt whence th 
were ſhot. Certainly there is not in the. World a. 
more prodigious Infatuation than that which rules in 
this Affair. What can be more ſenſeſeſs, than for 
me, when a Man has done me an Injury, to think 
to wipe off that by cxpoling mylelf to more? 
When he has given me the Lie, to invite him to 
give me the Stab too? Did ever any Man attempt 
Vol. III. L. to 


* 
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to make up a Breach by witlening it? to cloſe his 
Wound by tearing it further? The Phyſicians in- 
deed talk of a Method of curing ſome Diſeaſes by 
Majoration : But ſure Injuries are not in the Num- 
ber of thoſe Maladics, not capable of that Way of 
Remedy. The greater may, it is poſſible, over- 
whelm, but not cure the leſs, as the more moderate 
Pains become inſenſible by the Superveniency of the 
more acute. Yet I preſume none will applaud his 
Choice that ſhould call for the Rack to drown the 
Pain of a cut Finger, which yet is no hyperbolical 
Emblem of this Sort of Revenge. | 
17. But beſides all this, our 


4 


There is a greaf modern Gallantry is treacherous 
deal of Cowardice to itſelf, confutes its own Pre- 
in the ſeeniing tenſion, and whillt it vainly aſ- 


Courage and Cal- ſumes the Monopoly of Cou— 
lantry of our Dau- rage, is indeed the meaneſt Cow- 


elliſis, ardice in the World. That by 
ol | | which we uſe* to diſcriminate 
© ed | baſe Fear from juſt Caution, is the Formidablenet;s 


of the Object feared, No Man is reproached for not 
Nanding the Inundation of the Sea; but to quake at 
ſtepping over a Gutter wovld be a ridiculous Timo- 
rouinels. It would be neither Wonder nor Shame 


6 to run from the Purſuit of a Lion; but to be chaced 
3 by a barking Whelp, is the Property of a Hare, not 
REES of a Man. And according to this Meaſure, what 
ES wretched Cowards are our greateit Fedors 2 for 


what can be more contemptible than thoſe unjuſt 
SR Seorns of Men they ſo tremble at? Which if they 
W were ſure to be univerſal, yet what real Ill can they 


- . do a Man, who does not by his own Fancy lend 
NG them an Edge wherewith to wound him? But nei- 
5 ther can this be the Caſe, till all both Chriſtianity and 

I - 4 * Sobriety be quite worn out of the World. For to 
- a Chriſtian, it is certain the Irreligion of fighting : 

7 1 


— j 


— 
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2 
Duel would be the moſt infamous thing, and even 
to a ſober Heathen the Folly of it would be ſo too. 
So that he can be in no Danger of either of their 
Reproaches for declining it. And when theſe are ſet 
aſide, who is there whoſe Cenfure can be at all con- 
fiderable ? Yet this fo pitifal deſpicable thing is it, 
which ſo-terrifies and amazes them. And how ſhalt 
we define Cowardice, if this be not it? 
18. And as it has the Nature, 
ſo has it the Fate of it too, and no leſs the 
which uſually is by fleeing an Dangerupouwhich 
imaginary Danger, to fall into a hey run them- 
real. Men fight, that they may ſelvesby their Fool- 
not be thought Cowards; and hardineſs, = 
by fighting they do not only* 
become indeed fo, but alſo ruth themſelves upon o- 
ther far more formidable Miſchiefs, run from a Scar- 
crow into a Precipice. And now what a Riddle is 
this thing they call Gallantry, which ſo ſtartles at 
the weakeſt Noife, yet ſtands undauntedly the Stroke 
of a Thunderbolt? They who o dread the Re- 
proach of vain impotent Men, do yet conhdently 
encounter the Anger of the omnipotent God; and 
it Valour and Fookhardineſs were not very diſtant 
things, would confute my whole Argument, by 
making it evident, that they dare be damned. Thus, 
by a ſtrange Kind of inverted Operation, their Fear 
makes thera bold: Would God that Antiperiſtaſis 
might go on tv work, till that Boldneſs have again 
brought them to a Fear, I mean that penitential Fear, 
proper to thoſe who thus deliberately provoke the 
Divine Majeſty. | 
19. And that very Delibera- - 
tion is a; Circumſtance of ſo The Sin of Du- 
great an Enhancement, as un- eling receive 
nienlurably beightens the Sin. à very great Ag- 
Sudden ARts may be capable of gravation from the 
L 2 lome 
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Deliberatin ſome Alleviations, by the Sur- 
wherewith oft- priſe they make on a Man's Spi- 
times it is accom- rit: But contrived and preme- 
panied : ditated Crimes can have no- 


milder Appearance than of ob- 


ſtinate Rebellion. And this Aggravation can ſcarce 


ever be wanting to a Duel; many Hours, if not 
Jays, interveening between the Deſignment and 
the Execution. And in that Interval, it is not poſ- 
lible for all the opiate Receipts in Satan's Diſpenſa- 
tory to keep the Conſcience ſo drowſy, that it ſhall. 
not ſtartle, but it will undoubtedly repreſent to a 
Man the Horror of that he is going about: Which 
is no leſs than the engaging himſelf in a double 
Murder, his own and his Adverfary's. For the 


wital Hazard of both faſten. on him the Guilt, 


though both happen to ſurvive the Combat. But 
If it be his own Fate to fall, (as he has much Rea- 
ſon to expect, who thus puts himſelf out of God's 
Protection, nay dares his Vengeance) what poiſible 
Hope can remain for him, who thus dies in that 
very Act of the greateſt Sin? We are generally apt 
to think but uncomfortably of thoſe, who make away 
themſelves: But certainly many of thoſe deſerve to 
be canonized, in compariſon with a Man t bat dies in 
Duel; the Principle of that being often an exceſſive 
Fear of God, which ture is leſs culpable than a pro- 
fane Contempt of him. Belides, the Temptation 
in that Caſe is uſually more violent and unpetuous ;. 
it being (if not begot, yet) cheriſhed and fomented 
by Melancholy, the molt untractable and obſtinate 
of all Humours : Whereas the Suggeſtion to this 
hath no ſuch Auxiliary to aid it, the Original of 
Quarrels being frequently from too free a ſollity. 
And, laſtly, that, of how heinous a Kind ſoever, is 
yet but a ſingle Sin; whereas this, as I ſaid before, 
involves a two-fold Guilt, And of how Crimſon a 
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Colour muſt that Soul appear before God's Tribu- 
val that is thus double-died in Blood! 

20. And now, who can chuſe 
but cry out, in the Prophet Ad /o doth the 
{/aiah's Stile, Hear, 0 heavens, Danger, from that 
aud hrarken, O earth! What little Time which 
Strain of Wonder and Amaze- they have to repent 
raent can bear Proportion with in, who are com- 
the deſperate Madneſs of Men, moi:ly cut off in 
that can thus knowingly and the very Act and 
conſideringly ruſh themſelves Moment they are 
upon ſuch unſpeakable Mif- guilty of this Sin. 
chiefs? eſpecially ſince here they 38 
want even that miſerable Reſerve, which ſerves to 
embolden them to other Sins, viz. the Hope of a 
future Repentance. For thoſe that make but the 
lighteſt Meaſures of that, can ſcaree fancy any Op- 


portuuities of it in this Caſe; ſince to him that 


es there ſeldom remains any Space of Interval be- 
tween his Sin and his Death, no Time for thoſe 
Clouds to gather, thoſe penitential Showers to de- 
lcend, Which ſhould wah away his Blood-guilti- 


. nels ; or if there did, yet what Expectation is there 


he thould employ it to any Effect? Such preſumptu- 
ous conſiderate Sins naturally work an Obduration in 
the Heart, which nothing but an extraordinary Grace 
can remove; and after tuch an high and daring Pro- 
vocation, it is very reaſonable to expect God hould 
withdraw even the loweſt Degtees, but ſure not 
that he ſhonld add higher. 0 
21. Theſe Couſiderations are 
of them ſor obvious, that > [tis heartily wiſh- 


they naturally ſuggeſt - them ed that this barba- 


ſelves. And certainly they are ru, Cuſtom were 
{a weighty and preſſing, that it wholly forgot and + 
is. a Prodigy to fee they ſhould laid aſide. + 
be. ſo univerſally. ineffectual?: af 
| L 3 Which 
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Which can proceed from nothing but the want of 
cloſe and ſerious Application, Would Men dare 
ut to meet ſingle with their own ſober Thoughts, 
it would certainly ſuperſede all other Duels, There 
remains therefore nothing for me to add, but to in- 
vite them to this one Encounter, to beſcech them 
to grapple + while but with the Force of Reaſon, a 
Combat of all others the ſecureſt, where to be ſub- 
tined is more glorious than to conquer in any other: 
And when it has deſpoiled them of that falfe Con- 
rage, which expoſes them to ſuch difmal Ruins, to 
permit it to re- inſpirit them with a true one, fnch- 
as may give them Daring enough to ſtand up againſt- 
this ſo more than barbarous a Cuſtom ; to endea- 
vour to banifh it out of Chriſtendom, and fo take 
off that Keproach which our Profeſhon lies under. 
from ſo unpious a Practice, which having no other 
Teuure but Preſcription, there needs nothing but 
Defnertude to deitroy it. Let every Man for his 
own part ſtrictly abſtain iron: it, and avow the do- 
ing fo, and then by cealing to be a Faſhion, it will 
ccaſe to be at, all. 
| 22. But the Miſery. of it is, 

There are but a no Man will aiſume to be Lead 


few that have the er in this ſo noble an Euter- 


Court age, te begin. prize, to begin this fo neceſſary 
and. jet the Ex- a Reformation; which thongh 
ample. it have fo much more of Com- 
lance even to carnal Intereſts, 

than its contrary, that I doubt not many with it 
were univerſal; yet, till it be ſo, they think it 
will be uncreditable to any particular Perſon. But 
were that the certain Event of it, it is ſure that Re- 
proach ought to be deſpiſed, when it comes in Com- 
petition with Duty. In this Caſe the Reſolution 
af. David (as great a Sword-man as any of them) is. 
molt praper z I will. yet be ware vile. than thus, - 
| ; | 2 Sam. 


Gu 


F 
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2 Sam. vi. 22. And certainly a Man cannot paſs a 
more glorious Martyrdom than. to ſuffer Ignominy 


upon ſuch an account. I am ſure it is a real Shane 
to fee that Men can offer Violence to all their dear- 
eſt complicated Intereſts to comply with that un- 
chriſtian Cuſtom, yet cannot croſs a ſingle imagina- 
ry one to ſuppreſs it. 

23. Nay the Truth is, they create Punctilios in 
this Caſe, by which themſelves will not be govern- 
ed in any other. In a common ire does any Man 
ſuſpend his own Endeavours till he fee the Whole 


Town running to quench the Flame ? or H one of 


theſe popular Perſons had been of the Philiſſiães com- 
pany, when the houſe began te fall, Judges xvi. 30. 
would he have ſo dreaded the Singularity of a ſoli- 
tary. Eſcape, as not to have attempted it, till Shoals 
of others had led the Way? We have had fome. 
Experience under what Prejudice a publick Act falls 
that is by its Makers precluded from being a Prece- 
dent. And fure theſe Men do tacitly (yer very in- 
telligibly).accuſe the Unreaſonableneſs of this Fear, 
whilſt they confine it to this ſingle Inſtance. And 
methinks it were but juſt they ſhould be required to 


be conſentaneous to themſelves, and act in other 


things by the fame. Meaſures; which would prove 

ſo ſharp a Penance. as were more likely to reduce 

them ro Sobriety than all the Force of Argument. 
24. But, beſides this ſevere 


Remedy, there is ſure an Anti- Men onght to de- 


dote againſt this Malady, a Way cline Duels out of 
to ſeparate the Duty ſrom the Conſcience rutber 
Contempt which their Fancies than Cownrdice, 
have ſo. cloſely annexed to it: | 


And that is, by making their-Lives fo uniformly- 


Chriſtian, that it may be evident, it is Conſcience, 
not Fear, that works with them. Without this 
* I know” 


LETS: 


And che al 
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I know indeed no Security from Reproach. For to 
fee a Man, who tramples upon all other Commands 
of God, catch up this, as 2 Buckler againſt a Chal- 
lenger, who can be {© blindly charitable as to im- 
pute this to any thing but Cowardice ? But when 
the whole Tract of a Man's Life is one continued 
Courſe of Obedience, no Man will expect he ſhould 
violate that upon this Occaſion, To this may be 
added a chearful and free expoling himſelf to all 
warrantable Davgers, when any publick Occaſion of 
Hazard is offered: If he then ſhew himſelf daring, 
it will be apparent, that it is. not the Fear- of 
Death, but Sin, which locks up his Sword from 
private Ducis. Or, when there is no Opportunity 
of this active Valour, let him approve his patſhve, 
by a contented, nay, joytut Submithon to any Sat- 
fering that attends the Diſcharge of a good. Conſci- 
ence : And of this there is little Fear (in theſe Days 
eſpecially) to want Occalions. He that does this, 
will be in no Danger to be defamed for declining 
Duels: But on the contrary fuck an equable Piety 
Will extort Reverence from all; there being ſuch a- 
venerable Amability in it, that the moſt profane do 
even againſt their Wills bear it {ſome inward Re- 
ſpect. | 
25. Let not Men therefore pretend the Fear of 
Reproach, as an Excuſe, ſince here is ſo ready a. 
Salvo for that Objection: But let them by an aſſi- 

duous Practice of all other Chriſtian Virtues, render 

this allo {ſecure to them, and qualify themſelves ir 

the propagating it to others. And Oh! that we 
could once fee all othgr Quarrels among Gentlemen 

converted into this one: holy Contention, wha 


ſbould be for wardeſt in this Heroick Attempt. It 
is the falſe Notion of Honour that is one of Sa- 
tan's principal Citadels, like Zion to the Jebuſites >: 
1 of that would be an Attchicve- 
ment 
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ment of ſo much Glory, that he that could profe 
7 in it, might juſtly challenge the Dignity which. 
avid there promiſes, 2 Sam. v. 8. of being chief. 
and captain. Here then they may law fully quench- 
| their Thirſt of Hononr, yea; and that of Revenge 
| too, by wrecking their utmoſt Malice on this their 

g ſo grand Enemy. Let it be remembered how: long 
| - 1t hath befooled and cheated the World, and be ex= | 
poſed to all the Shames and Deteſtation of a diſco- 

| vered Impoſtor. Nay, let it. be brought. to a fo» | 

| lemn Arraignment, thoſe innumerable Murders of | 

| 

: 


1 which it has been guilty, charged on it, and profes - 
| cuted to Death, ſo utterly extinguiſhed, that it 
may never. again appear in the World, whilſt all 
good Men applaud the Juſtice, and ſay, Se let thine 
ENemics _—_ Lord. 
| 26. Having thus reflected on 
| the common. Abuſes of Reputa- A great Pleaſures | 
tion, all that remains is to con- in being infiru- | 
ſider how. injurious Men are to mental e draw 
| 


themielves in their ill Managery | Men off from Sin, 
| of this Talent, which might be and bring them to. 
improved, not only to their fi- Aepentance.. 

nal Account, but even their a 

preſent Pleaſure. For, firſt, he that by ſeaſonable 
Advice reſcues any Man from a Courſe of Sin, will 
| infallibly feel ſo unutterable a Complacency in hav» 
| ing done fo, that he will find he was kind to him- 


<—_ A — 


— - a; 


ſelf, as well as the other, and wilkhave no Tempta- 
tion to think himſelf unprofitably employed, tho" 
that were to be his only Reward,” This bringing 
Sinners to Kepentance is {0 noble, fo tempting a 
Deſign, that it drew even God himſelf from Hea- 
ven to proſecute it; and that not by cheap and ea- 
ſy Means, but by all thoſe Sufferings which human 
Nature molt trembles at: Yet fuch was he joy of | 
Man's Salvation, which was et before him, as we 1 

abled 
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try from Slays ry, that Men have thought their 
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abled him to exdure the croſs, and deſpiſe the ſhiame, 
Feb. Xii. 2. How rich 2 Bargain will it then be-to 
a Man to partake with him in that Joy, to ſhare 
With him in that Prize, pen ſo much calier Terms, 
to pay bat a little Breath for that which exhaul (ted 
his Blood, and to become (i 1 a lower inferior Senſe) 
a Saviour without a Croſs ? | 
27: In like manner, he that 
The great Happi- by a ſtrict and exemplary Con- 
neſs of encou- verſation ſets himſelf up a 
rag; ig (He to Vir- Landmark to direct Men in this 
fue and Pity, by turbulent and e Sea; 
ſetting a good E * his Light, it is true, goes forth 
ampte, to others, but the W armth and 
| cheriſhing Heat of it remains 
within his own Breaſt. What chearſul, what ex- 
ulting Refiexions may a make upon himſelf, that 
can malls good St. Pa: 8 Proteſtation, Als xx: 
25. that he ir pure fro? 2 the bloed all meu; that 
he hath not by any ro talous-Example enſnared 
_ Soul ? but on the « ontrary hath, by poſitive 
:altrious Acts of Virtue, endeavoured fo tœ adorn 
bis Chriſtian Profeſſton, as to draw un Proſelytes, 
not to the Name, but the Obedience of Chrilt ? 
That hath made it his Buſineſs to ſtand in the Gap, 


not only by his Interceliions with God againſt the 


Plagues, but by his Endeavours with Men againſt 
the Sins of the Nation, and by a ſteady oppolng 
hirzfelf againſt the Inundation of Profinencth and 
Licentioninefs, hath invited others to give ſome 
WN to thoie uren e Torrents! It has always been 
accounted ſo glorious a thing to redeem one's Coun 


gr eat- 


elt Hazar 's amply paid with the Title of a Patriot. 
But there is no Val falage ſo ionoble, ng Servitude ſo 
mile rable, as that of Vice, and conſequent! no At- 
cempt to worthy, ſo ingenuous, fo ſatisfactory to 

the 
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the Undertaker, as to break that Yoke. He that 
aſpires to no more than a private Innocence, is only 
on the defenſive Part, ſtands upon his Guard againſt 
Satan: But he that aims at this Sort of publick 
Reformation, maintains an invaſive War againſt 
him, and ſo more ſhakes his Kingdom. The re- 
ducing of any Sinner is the diſpoſſeſſing him of 
ſo much of his uſurped Territory, and weakens his 
Empire in the World. This is indeed the true 
publick Spirit ; which though many have pretend- 
ed, to, from whom we Yiſcern nothing of- theſe Ef- 
teas; yet thoſe very Pretenſions bear witneſs to 
the Excellency ot the thing, and ought to animate 
en to be indeed what fo many have coveted to be 
thought, 

28.1 Woke I need not go EAN 
on to the other Inſtance: Every There is much 
Man's Senſe, without conſult- ore Satisfaction 
ing either his Reaſon or Reli- to live in Peace 
gion, will be able to pronounce aud Safety in the 
that it is better to be in Peace World, than tn be 
than Hoſtility, to have a whole always engaged in 
than a wounded Body, to keep fighting and quar- 
{ecurely his. own Station, than relling. 
to be hunted like a Partridge on | 
the Mountains by the Avenger of Blood. The 
greater 18 the Miracle, that Men, who in all other 
iuſtances devote themſelves wholly to their Senſua- 
lity, ſhould here only abjure it ; that when Bo 
and Soul come in Competition, hve as if they had 
no Soul, yet upon this Occaſion can dare, as if 
they had no Bodies. Oh that Men ſhould be ſach 
ill Huſbands of their Sufferings, and thus enhance 
Zatan's Markets! Alas! Hell is a Purchaſe Will ne- 
ver be taken out of their Hands; how many Chap- 
men ſoever they ſee about it, they may ſecure their 
fate there firm enough by thoſe Sins they have 
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more Guſt of: Why ſhould they be a madly pro- 


digal to outbid the common Rate? Muſt Gentlemen 
buy Damnation as they uſually do Wares, dearer 
than other Men? How is'Perdition become ſo ami- 
able, that, like Rache/, a double Servitude is judg- 
ed light for it; whillt Heaven, in the mean time, 
like Leah, is ſo much deſpiſed, that it is thought 
an Injury to have that obtruded on them, though 
upon the calielt Terms ? Certain!y they are ſtrange . 
transforming Opricks which theſe Men make uſe 


of. Would God they could be but perſuaded, if 


not to break, vet at leaſt for a while to lay by thoſe 
falſe Glaſſes, and behold things in their genuine and 
proper Shapes: And then! doubt not they will diſ- 
cern that Honour to be Infamy, Which ſets Men at 
defiance with God; and that Reputation then alone 
becomes eſtimable, when, like a River, it pays its 
Tribute to the Ocean, promotes his Glory, at 
whoſe Feet Kings (without Diminution) caſt both | 
themſelves anc © rowns. 


„„ CLU:8:18* 
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E have now, accord- 
The Concluſion of . W ing to our propoſ- 


the whole, contain- ed Method, 115 veyed diſtinctly 


ing an H nfo e- thoſe ſeveral Advantages which 
ment of all the Gentlemen enjoy, and may ſure- 


foregoing Particu- ly give the fame Teſtimony 
far. which Caleb and Jofhna did of 
Canaar, Numb. xiv. The land 

which we paſſed through, to ſearch it, is an exceed- 
ing good land, It is a rich and fertile Soil w _— 
theſe 
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theſe Men are planted, ſuch as hath a natural Apti- 
tude and Vigour to produce the moſt excellent 
Fruits. Bot Paradiſe itſelf required dreſſing, and 

therefore we find Adam had that Work aſſigned him 
in his. Innocence. And ſurely theſe his Sons ma 
well ſubmit to the ſame Taſk ; by the faithful Dil= 
charge whereof they may make ſome Approaches to- 
wards. that his priſtine-State. 

2. It need not be again inculcated, that all theſe 
their Keceipts have their ſpecial and patticular Ends 
in God's Aſſignment. It will be more uſeful to re- 
member them how nearly they are concerned not to 
pervert the Counſel of God againlt themſelves, by 
neglecting to give them their due expected Improves 
ments. For though he be a molt liberal, yet is he FW 
not 4a negligent Maſter, but keeps an exact and | |} 
punctual Account of whatever he thus delivers out, 
and will not fail ſeverely to avenge the embezling g 
his Goods. Indeed ſuch an Abuſe has ſo fatal an E- 
ficacy, that it quite changes their Nature, converts | Hl 
them from Bleſſings to the heavieſt Curſes : Would 
God too many Men had not thus exemplified their 
own deſtructive Power, and by a kind of Anticrea- 
tion brought Darkneſs out of Light. HY 

3. But it is Pity they ſhould be permitted to ſleep - | 
in that Darkneſs. which themſelves have made. And 
cherefore, if this little Tract ſhall. fall into any ſuch 
Hands, it mnſt avow to come upon that uncivil, | 
yet friendly Errand, to diſturb their Reſt, to awake | 

| them to See Conlideration, and as Philip's Moni- 
| tor was to remember him that he was but a Man, \ 
{o to put them in Mind, that in the Midſt of ther 
freeſt- Enjoymeuts, they are ſtill but Stewards, and 
| know not how ſoon their Lord may. ſummon them 
| to their Accounts. And with what Confuſion and. 
| Conſternation muſt they appear at the great Audit, 
| who have fo uafaithfully managed their "Truſt ? It 
| Vol. III. * Wy 
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124 The Gentleman's Calling. Sect. IX. 


is therefore now no longer Time to dally, but, by 
an aſſiduous Care and Diligence to endeavour to re- 
deem their paſt ill Huſbandry, leſt they run the Fate 
of that evil Servant mentioned Matth. xxiv. be ſur- 

riſed in the Midſt of their Inordinacies, and have 
their Portion aſſigned them in weeping am! gnaſhing 


of Teeth. 


4. And now what Objection can they poſ- 
fibly make againſt this ſo neceſſary a Caution, 
which is founded upon ſuch Motives as ſhould, me- 
thinks, infallibly prevail upon all Sorts of Tempers? 
If they have any Senſe of Fear, here are thoſe Ter- 
rors of the Lord, which are amazing enough to {et 
even a Beſſha zar (though with the Cup at his 
Mouth, his Concubines by his Side) a trembling. 
Certainly he muſt not be only frozen, but petrified 
in deſperate Impiety, whom even a Glimpſe of thoſe 
eternal Flames will not be able to diſſolve. 

5. But if Fear {though of God) be too degener- 
dus a Paſſion for a Gentleman to own, this Advice 
can, upon as good Grounds, addreſs itſelf to their 
Hope: There is as well the Joy of the Lord for 
the faithful, as the utter Darkneſs for the anprofit- 
able Servant. For though God have Right of ab- 
ſolute Dominion, and might exact Obedience on his 
bare Command; ye he is more pleaſed to ſhew him- 
ſelf a Benefactor than a Lord, and therefore deſcends 
to treat with Men by the more gentle and invitin 
Methods of Promiſes and Rewards, Nay indeed, 
the End of his Commands is only to make us capa- 
ble Subjects of thoſe cternal Felicities he defires to 
beſtow. And this ſurely is enough to excite Men to 


a diligent negotiating with thoſe Talents they have 


received, ſince it is indeed themſelves they are trad- 
ing for. The Stock, it is true, is God's, but all the 


Increaſe of it will by his Bounty certainly devolve on 


them. And therefore, as Naamar's Servants thought 
| the 
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the Cure, he was in Purſuit of, deſerved a Submiſ- 
ſion to the ſevereſt Preſcriptions; I the Prophet 
had bid thee do ſeme great thing, wouldſt thou not have 
doe it 5 2 Kings v. 3. So ſurely we may conclude 
thoſe endleſs Joys propoſed by God, are cheaply 
earned, even by the. moſt: exhauſting Labours, the 
molt vigorons Tasks. | 
6. But ſuch is the Tendertieſs and Indulgence of 
our gracious Maſter, ſo earneft his Deſire of his 
difpenſing his Rewards, that he will not! truſt Mens 
Sloth and Folly with-ſuch a Pretence of defeating 
themſelves; and therefore' hath annexed no ſuch 
Condition. We have ſeen, through all the ſeveral 
Parts of Duty, which conſtitute theæ Gentleman - 
Calling, that they are of a quite diſtant Frame, not 
'Toils, but Refrethments, not Yokes, but Crowns ; 
ſuch as differ only in Size from thoſe celeſtial ones 
to which they tend; ſo that here is Bait even to 
the greateſt Voluptuary. And who, that obſerves 
how many ſuch there be, would expect this Fruit 
of Paradiſe ſhould {till hang untouched ? Yet ſuch a 
prepoſterous Temperance have they. pat on, that 
they are proof againſt all theſe Allurements. Good 
God! what Contradlictions are Men made up of! It 
is the Buſineſs of their Lives to purſne Pleaſures, 
and yet when thoſe of the moſt reſined and exqui- 
lite Sort would run into their Enibraces, they grow 
cov, and cannot be covrted to receive them. We 
daily fee the Devil hath his Martyrs : It ſeems he 
hath his Aſceticks too. And ſo witty is the World 
grown in creating Sins, that they have found out a 
Sin of Self-denial. Would God theſe abſurd Mor- 
tiſiers might be perſtaded to remit ſomewhat of their 
Severity. The moſt rigid Orders in Religion have 
ſtill indulged ſome Relaxation, ſome Times of Feſti- 
vity: Why ſhould Satan's Votaries be ſo much 
M 2 more 
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136 The Genilemar'”s Calling. Seft. IX. 
more zealons than God's, as to make their Abſti-. 


nencez ſo perpetual ? | 
7. It ſpeaks indeed the Cruelty of that Maſter 
they ſerve, but ſo it does his Policy alſo. He well 


knows, that if theſe divine Lights ſhould but infi- 


nuate themſelves, they would ſoon undermine his. 


whole Foundation: So raviſhing and attractive are 


they, that nothing but a perfect guorance of them. 
can be Amulet ſufficient 2 their Charms. And 
therefore it is his neceſſary Concern to keep Men 


from ever taſting of them, the leaſt Reliſh whereof. 


would be ſure to make them deſpiſe all his adulter- 
ated Delicacies. So we ſee he can give ſome ra- 


tional Account of his Part of the Matter. But 


what can Men ſay for themfelves, who play his 
Game for bim, even when their own Souls are at the 
Stake, that at once renounce that eternal Intereſt, 
and preſent Pleaſure ? This is indeed in David's 
Phraſe, 2 Sam. iii. 33. fo die as a fool dieth. Their 
Hands are not bound, nor their Feet put into Fet- 


ters; no extrinſick Hindrance lies on them, Why. 


they may not ſtretch forth their Hand to this Tree 
of Life, and eat and live happily here, and gloriouſ- 
Iy for ever. And yet, like SS,, Sluggard, they 
hide their hands in their boſom, and will not ſo much 
as bring them to their mouths, Prov. xix. 24. 

8. This is ſo ſtupid a Folly, as none that pre- 
tends to Conmon Senſe, would in any wortdly 


Concernment be guilty of. Will any Man renounce - 


a rich unchargeable Reverſion, when he is not only 


wooed, but bribed by a conſiderable Sum in hand 
not to diſdain it? I fear there are few fo. mortified to 


Wealth, as to do it upon the Score of Seli-denial ; 
and ſure no Man would be thought in his Wits, that 
ſhould do it upon any other. For what Jealouhes 
ſoever he had entertained of the Security, or Value 
of that future Eſtate, yet the preſent vilible Profit. 
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would deſerve his Conſideration. There is but one 1 

| Circumſtance imaginable that could reaſonably avert | 
him, and that is, the Suſpicion of Deceit, that the 
Coin which is offered him is ſalſe and adulterate. 


| them which has not his Impreſs: And upon this ac» 
| count it. is too probable they may diſtruſt the Validity 
of the preſent Payment, diſbelieve the Pleaſantneſs | 
of thole Duties I have here recommended to their 
Enjoyment; as well as Practice. Nor thall I delve 3} Wi 

| to unpoſe- on their-Belict, but ſhall very willingly. 3 
| wave their Faith, and appeal to their Senſe. But 
N then they mult remember that that is incapable of- 
ging by any other Means but Experience: And 
therefore, if all that has been addreited to their Rea- 
| {on be ineftectual, that remains as the laſt Reſerve- 
for their Convincement. Let every one of them 
{erioutly- and conſcientiouſly. tet- to the Practice, 
(and JE only, for ſo much of Difficulty, as na- ö 
| rally attends the interrupting a contrary Cuſtom) | 
und then let him, if he can, doubt of the Pleaſure... | 
Jet him allow himſelt but this one Medium to infer - | 
it, and. I (hall defy his Dillent- to the Concluſion. | 
Jet him ſow with me this Handful ot Seed in the. 1 
Tears of true Contrition, for remembering his Dus 1 | 
| 


— 


a 2 
. _ 


ty and Int-reſt ſo late, and I {hall reſt confident he | 
will reap in Joy in this World, and carry the News on 


A TT. 
- 


of it to another, eventhither alſo bring his Sheaves - 
with him, Abundance of Fruit to his Account, be: 
hilt here, and crowned eternally, 
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Private Devotions. 


PRIVATE DEVOTIONS. 


A CONFESSION. 


BLESSED Lord, I thy wretched Creature, 
thy not only unprofitable and ſlothful, but 
wicked Servant, do here proſtrate myſelf at thy 


Feet, humbly acknowledging that I have moſt per- 


verſely and moſt treacherouſly miſemployed thoſe 
many precious Talents wherewith thou haſt entruſt- 
ed me. 1 have, O Lord, unworthily abuſed thoſe 
common Mercies which thou haſt afforded me as 


a Man and a Chriſtian, my whole Life having been. 


2 continued Reſiſtance to the Dictates both of Rea- 
fon and Religion. But I have yet farther perverted 


thoſe more ſpecial Liberalities of thine, whereby 


thou haſt eſſaved to vanquiſh and melt an ungrateful 


Heart. My Knowledge hath had no Influence on 


my Choices, but 1 have obſtinately purſued thoſe 
Ways which I knew led to the Chambers of Death, 
and by advancing my Sins from Ignorances to Pre- 
ſumptions, hath ſerved only to render me liable to 
the greater Number of Stripes. That Wealth 
whereby I ſhould have gloctfied thee, and fuccoured 
my Brethren, 1 have converted into Fuel to main- 
tain ahi accend my Covetouſneſs, Pride and Luxu- 
w, fo levying War againſt thee with thine own 
Treaſure. Thus unfaithful, O Lord, have J been 
in the unrighteous Mammon; and who then ſhall 
commit to my Truſt the true Riches? I have waſted 
that Time thou hatt given me to work out my own 
Salvation, vainly and impertinently, nay often ſo vi- 
ciouſly and impiouſly, that. Idleneſs, though a cry- 
ing Sin of Sodom, hath been the Llenteit 1 

| ailts, 
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brutiſh Pleaſures, ſo making it my Buſmeſs to pro- 
vide for the Fleſh to full the Luſts thereof; and 


of thoſe many Days and Years thou halt atforded me, 


how. few.Minutes are there of which I can give any 


tolerable Account to. thee, or my own Soul? Nay,. 


O Lord, as if my ſingle and perſonal Impieties had 
been too, little, I have propagated them to others, 


and have. made. that Authority and. Eſteem, which 


thou gaveſt me for better Purpoſes, the. Means of 
-nſnaring all whom my Intereſt or Example could 
ſeduce. And now, O Lord, how unknown aſtoniſh- 
ing a Weight of Guilt do I lie under, tbat am to an- 
{wer for ſo many Sins of- other Men, as well as my- 
{e1f, that have thus been a Snare on Mizpab, and a 
Net ſpread on Monnt Tabor, the Inſtrument of en- 
tangling and betraying ſo many Souls? O merciful 
Lord, who delighteſt not in the Death of a Sinner, 
look with Pity both on them and me; give me a 
ſincere and earneſt Repentance for my own Offences, 
and, if it be thy bleſſed Will, make me ſome Way 


inſtrumental to the begetting the like in them, that 


1 may bc as contributive to their Recovery, as I have 
been to their Fall: And les the Conſciouſneſs of my 
great Sloth and Unfaithfulneſs in all the Parts of my 
Stewardfliip, excite me toa more diligent and induſtri- 
dus Improvement of alt thoſe Advantages thon haſt 
put into my. Hands, for thy: Glory, the Benefit. of 
my Brethren, and the eternal Joy of my own Soul. 
Grant this, O gracious Lord, for his Sake, who came 
10 call Sinners to Repentance, Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. 


A THANKSGIVING. 
CES gracious and molt bountiful. Lord, who 
doſt good unto all, but haſt in an extraordi- 


ay Meafure abounded to me, thy unworthieſt Ser- 


vant, 


Quilts, the greater Portion of my Days having been 
devoted either to the Purſuit or Enjoyment of my 
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vant, 1 defire with all exuberant Thankfulneſs of 
Jeart, to confeſs and celebrate this thy great Good- 


neſs. "Tad thou halt not been to me a Wilder- 
neſs, « Land of Darkneſs, dut haſt eauſed my Lot 


to fall in a fair Ground. Thou halt not only given 
me a natural, and a Capacity of a ſpiritual Life, buy 
fiaſt alla. enciched me with many Advantages for 
the comfortable Support of the one, and the happy. 
Improvement of the othe r, above what thou ord 
elt to Multitudes of others. Thou hait liberally, 
given me of the Dew of Heaven and Fatnels of the 
Earth, an Aſſurance of all thoſe good tungs which 
may both. oblige and affiſt- me chearfully to {er 
thee, O ley not my. Heart, like G:4co7z's . 
remain dry, whilſt. all about it. is thus plentifuliy 
watered from Heaven; but gix e ms; I beſeech thee, | 
ſuch a Senſe of thy Mercy, as may exprels itſelf in 
a conſtant and zealous Obedience. Thou haſt done 
{o much. for this meane ſt Plant in thy Vine: yard, 
dreſſed it and fenced it abgnt with thy Grace and 
Providence; aud 3 built a Wwne-preſs, maylt- 
moſt reaſonably expect —. Cluſters to be brought: 
to it at the Vintage. O let not ſo gracious, ſo e 
zuitable a Demand be fruſtrated, when thou lookeſt- 
it mould bring forth Gr: apes, Jet it not bring forth: 
wild Grapes; let not thoſe Advantages I.cnjoy above 
others, tempt me to exalt myſelf, or- deſpiſe the me 
but grant me always to remember that itis thou on- 


Iy that makeſt me differ from another. Lord, let t thy, 


Methods be my Documents, thy Diſpenſations of 
Indulgence towardsane, the dans and Bands 
of the cloſeſt and moſt inviolable Duty, that that 
Eminency of Ang tion wherein thou halt placed me 
in this Worid, may be an effectual Admonition to- 
me to be. eminent in Virtue, that Men ſeeing 5 


god Works, may 2 1 thee, my heavenly k 


her, 
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ther, through Jeſus Chriit our Lord and bleſſed Sa- 
wiour. Amen. 


A PRATE MN 


Thou moſt righteous and impartial Judge; who: 
deſpiſeſt not the mean, nor acceptelt the Per- 


ſons of the Mighty. Make me always to remember, 
and ſerionfly- to conſider, that none of thoſe out- 
ward Privileges I enjoy among, Men, can 'exempt 
me from thy ſevere Tribunal, but that 1 ſhall one 
Day be bronght to Judgment; as for all that I have 
done in the Fleſh, fo particularly. for thoſe _— 
and peculiar Advantages, whereby thou haſt difcris 
minated me from my meaner Brethren : And'Oh!! 
jet theſe Terrors of the Lord timely periuade, yes, 
conſtrain me. to a chearful employing of all I have 
received, to tboſe Ends tor which thou haſt beſtow- 
ed them. Lord, grant that the Knowledge thou 
haſt given me, may have ſuch an Efficacy on 'my 
Practice, that it may always guide, never upbraid 


me. And as thou haſt opened thy Hand wide to me 


in temporal Plenty, ſo enlarge my Heart in Thank - 
falneſs towards thee, and in Compaſſion and Bounty 


towards. thy poor Members: I am not ſtraitned by. 
thee : O let me not be ſtraitned in my own Bowels 3 
let neither Covetouſneſs nor Riot make me poor in 
the Midſt of Riches, but grant me that true Enjoy» 


ment which conſiſts in a charitable diſpenſing of 
them, that, forſaking all the unſatisfying nauſcated 


Pleaſures of Luxury, I may purchaſe to myfelf that 
more ſolid tranſcending Delight of ſuccouring the 


Diſtreſſes of my Fellow-Chriftians. Lord, ſuffer 
not. my Wealth ta be only a Lading with thick Chy, 
nor the Ruſt of it to bear witneſs againſt me, but 
rather make me of the Number of thoſe that need 
Relief, than of thoſe who want Hearts to give it. 
And ſince, in thy gracious Providence, thou hail 


placed 
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142 Private Devotions. 

laced me in a Condition of Eaſe and Vacancy, O 
E me not pervert it into a Life of Idleneſs and 
Senſuality, let me not be leſs, but better buſied 
than other Men. O never ſuffer me to incur the 
Guilt of Reproach of being more remiſs or indif- 
ferent in my Intercourſe with thee, than others are 
of their Traffick with the World, of baving leſs 
Care of my own and other Mens immortal Souls 
than they have of their gorruptible Bodies; but make 
me fo induſtriouſly to huſband every Minute of that 
precious Time. thou lendeſt me here, as may be in 
order to a bleſſed Eternity, both of myſelf, and as 
many more as thou ſhalt put within my Reach. O 
let not any Perſons ever have Cauſe to accuſe their 
Relation to me, for betraying them to Sin here, or 


Miſery hereafter; but grant that all that are under 


my Care or Power, may receive ſuch wholefome In- 
fluence from me, as may nouriſh all Chriſtian Prac- 
tice among them: And, Lord, grant that my Ex- 
ample may be ſuch to all, that I never prove to any 
an Occaſion of falling: Let me never contribute to 
that Power and Empire which Vice has gotten in 


the World, but. with a ſteady Courage oppoſe all 


Impiety, how cuſtomary or ſucceſsſul ſoever: Let 
me think nothing honourable but what bears thy 
Stamp and 18. on it, but engage, and animate, 
and inflame my benummed Breaſt, to the moſt eager 
and vigorous Endeavour. of recovering diſcounte- 
nanced Virtne to ſome Eſteem and Reputation a- 
mong Men. And, O Lord, grant that by an aſſi- 
duous Practice of all Duty, I may arrive to ſuch a 


Guſt and Reliſh. of ic, as may utterly ſupplant any 


ſenſual Delights in my own Heart, and may alſo 
qualify me cxperimentally to allure others how 
{tweet the Lord is, that I may be an etteftual, tho 
unworthy, Inſtrument in thy Hand of drawing ma- 


ny 
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ny to the Obedience of, Chriſt, and that renouncing 
all the vain torturing Ambitions of this World, I 
may aſpire to no other Honour but that of being ap- 
proved by thee as a good and faithful Servant ; that 
by thy Mercy having my Infirmities covered, and 
my Sincerity accepted, 1 may at laſt be admitted 


into the Joy of my Lord, through the Merits of 


Jeſus Chriſt, my bleſſed Saviour and Mediator. 
Amen. | 
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HOUGH the Smallneſs 


1 juſtify the Solemnity of Deſign in the 
a Preface; yet remembering it enſuing Trea- 
is deſigned for thoſe who are tiſe. 
accuſtomedto ceremonious Ad- l 
dreſſes, I think it not beſt to approach them 
too abruply. And indeed, beſides the Civility, 
there ſeems ſome Uſe of it, in order to my 
Deſign. To adviſe, or reprove, is ſo un- 
grateful an Office, that he that undertakes it 
had need uſe all previous Arts to vindicate 
the Sincerity of his Purpoſe, and to convince 
the Perſon admoniſhed, that it is neither 
Spleen nor Prejudice, but the moſt real exu- 
berant Kindnefs, which prompts him to in- 
flict thoſe wounds of a friend, Prov. xxvil. 
6. and that he is never leſs an enemy than 
when he thus tells them the truth, Gal. iv. 16+ 
Therefore, though they may, in the enſuing 
Leaves, meet with ſome things which may 


have a Shew of Severity, yet, let me aſſure 


my Reader, they have indeed a Deſign of the 
greateſt Service, by correcting the Extrava- 


gance of ſome, to reſcue the whole Sex as 
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of this Tract will ſcarce The Author's 
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from the Contagion of the Example, ſo from 
the Community of the Blame. For ſuch is 
either the Inadvertence, or Malice of a great 
Part of Mankind, that (againſt all- Rules of 
Diſcourſe) they deduce Generals from Parti 
culars, make every. Woman fo far an Eve, 
that her Peprayation ſhall forfeit ber whole 
Kind; and becauſe there are fooliſh and ſcan; 
dalous Women, will ſcarce allow there are 
any other, 

| The Truth is, the Error 
The Contempt ſeems in many Men to be 


which Men have affected; they propoſe to 


entertained of themſelves unworthy Ends 
the female Sex, on Women, and make all 
comes from tbeir their Obſeryations wholly 
urworthy Ends in order to thoſe, He 
apon them. that is upon a bad Purſuit, 
1 | takes particular Notice of 
all that he thinks for his Turn; the reſt fall 
not within his Sphere: And it is too proba- 
ble he is ſo abundantly ſupplied for that ab- 
ſolute: Conſideration, - that he never, deſcends 
to the comparative. Nay, perhaps there may 
be yet a deeper Original of the Scandal: 
Phe World is much governed by Eſtimation; 
and as Applauſe encourages and exalts, ſo 
an univerſal Contempt debaſes and dejects the 
Spirit. If it can paſs once into a Maxim, that 
Women are ſuch ſilly or vicious Creatures, 
it may put fair for the making them ſo in- 
deed. Tbemſelves may imbibe the common 
Opinion, charge all their perſonal Faults on 


their Sex, think that they do but their Kind 
| when 


— — . 
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when indeed they moſt contradict it, and no 
more aſpire to any thing worthy, than a Man 
can pretend to the Excellencies of an Angel. 
And indeed this ſeems to be the practical 
Inference of ſome Women, who could hard- 
ly have deſcended to ſuch Diſhonours, had 
they not before been as vile in their own 
Eyes, as they have afterwards rendered them- 
{ſelves in others. 
It may therefore upon this 


— 


aecount - be a. neceſſary Cha- It will be a cha- 
rity to the Sex, to acquaint  ritable Service 


them with their own Value, tothe female Sex, > 
animate them to ſome high- 75 acgzaintthem * 
er Thought of themſelves; with t heir un 
not to yield their Suffrage Value. 

to thoſe injurious Eſtimates 


che World hatk made of them, and from a 


ſuppoſed Incapacity og nobler things, to ne- 
elect the. Purſuit of them; from which God 
and Nature bave no more precluded the fe- 
mlnine than che maſculine Part of Mankind. 
In Reference to ſecular 
Conſiderations their Advan- They have 4 
tages are moſt. important; powerful Influ-- 
Women have a very power- ence on all pub- 
ful Influence upon all Sort {ickTranſadtions. - 
of Tranſactions in the World: | 
The engaging of. Delilah, and plowing with 
the heifer, Judges xiv.” and xi. being ever 
the ſureſt Way to undermine the Coun- 
ſels, and maſter the Foree of the | ſtout, - 
eſt Samſan. And accordingly, Hiſtories of 
all. Kinds aſſure us, that che Gyneceum 
N 2. _  had4 
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| [had fhill had a rival Suffrage with the Se. 

nate. I might urge the more regular Powers 

| which apperta in unto that Sex : That all 

| Mankind is the Pupil and Diſciple of female 

| [Inftitution: The Daughters till they write 

Women, and the Sons till the firſt ſeven 
Years be paſt; the Time when the Mind is 
moſt ductile, and prepared to receive Impreſ- 
ſion, being wholly in the Care and Conduct 
of the Mother, And whereas it is obſerved 
by Ariſtotle in his Politicks, (and is a Proof 
of his being as wile, as he was a learned Man) 
that the Eſtate of Republicks entirely hangs on 
private Families, the lictle Monarchies both 
compoſing and giving Law wito the great; 
it is evident that the Diſpoſal of Families and 
all domeſtick Concerns: therein lies chiefly on 
the Wife; whence the. ſame Ariffotle de- 
clares, that the Spartans, notwithſtanding. 
their ready Addreſs to Empire, by their great 
Frugality, Induſtry, and Military Virtue, could 
have but half a Happineſs, as failing on the 
Part of their Wives. But waving theſe Re- 
fexions, I ſhall fix only on the perſonal Ac- 
compliſhments of the Sex, and peculiarly that 
which is the moſt principal Endowment of 
the rational Nature, L mean their Underſtand. 

* ing. Where firſt it will Le. a little hard to pro- 
nounce, that they are naturally inferior to 
Men; when it is conſidered how much of ex. 
trinſick Weight is put in the Balance to turn 
it on the Mens Side. Men have their Parts 
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5 coltivated and improved by Education, re fin- 
LE ed and ſubtilized by Learning and Arts, are 
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Eke an incloſed Piece of a Common, which 
by Iaduſtry and Huſbandry becomes a+ dif- 
ferent thing from the reſt, though the natural. 
Turf owned no ſuch Inequality. And truly, 
had Women the ſame Advantage, I dare not: 
{ay but they would make as good Returns of 
it; ſome of thoſe few that have been tried, 
have been eminent in ſeveral Parts of Learn- 
| ing. To omit the modern Inſtances,” Theans, . 
„ after the Death of Pythagoras, kept up his 
School: Socrates confeſſes himſelf to have been 
| inſtructed, not only in Rhetorick by Aſpatia,. 
| but even in the higheſt Points of Philoſophy, 
by Diotime. The Roman Story informs us of: 
| the deep Wiidom of Tanagquil, Cornelia, L. 
| dia, to paſs by others. And were we ſure 
| they would have Ballaſt to their Bails, have 
| Humility, enough to poiſe them againſt the 
| Vanity of Learning, I ſze not why they might: , || 
nd more frequently be intruſted with it; for: | 
if they could be ſecured againſt this Weed, 
doubtleſs the Soil is rich enough to bear a 
good Crop. 4 | 
But, not to oppoſe a. re- 
ccived- Opinion, let. it be ad- 8 | 
| mitted, that, in reſpect of *. 1 | 
their Intellects, they are be- Bae * 1 2 2 
low Men; yet ſure, in the al Fo OE — f 
ſablimeſt Part of Humanity, * " reſpe TP: i 
a „ an en, Meir Souls 
| they are their. Equals ; they 2 
have Souls of as divine an 711 75 31 2 
Origioal, as endleſs of Du- pv COPA 7 5 
ration, and as capable of in- e au wit 
finite Beatitude. That ſpiri- 
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tual Eſſence, that Ray of Divinity, owns no 


Diſtinction of Sexes; ſo that in this Senſe al- 


fo, that Aphoriſm of the Apoſtle holds good, 
There is neither male nor female, but all are one, 
Gal. iii. 28. Arid turc there is the one tran- 
{cendent Excellency of Human Nature. For 
alas! what: Value can comparatively be ſet 
upon all other Cualifications, Which will final- 
ly leave us but like the Beall chat periſh. 


And this, as it 1s the higheſt Pitch of their 


Worth, ſo it is the ſafeſt Subject of their 
Contemplation : Other Knowledge, as the 


Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. viii. 1. may: puff up, 


this only will cdify:. 

As therefore, when we 
And here Ladies would pride ourſelves, , we 
uſe not to boaſt our. means - 
er, but. our beſt. Qualities ; - 
ſo let me ſolicit Ladies to be 
ſo juſtto themſelves, as not 
to take their own Meafſurevby: anything be- 
low tkis. Why ſhould they take ſo low a 
Level of Greatneſs, as to value. themſelves 
upon a Title which is but: a bigger Blaſt of 
Air, when they may .derive their Deſcent 
from above the Stars, claim Cognation with 
Divinity > Why mould they dote on the ficti- 
tious Image of a. perhaps more fiftitious 
Beauty, which their. Glaſs preſents. them, 
when they need but look inward to: ſee an 
infinitely fairer Idea, an Emanation of the 
Eternal Brightneſs? Indeed, did they make 


their Value of. 


f hemſelves 


ajuſt Eſtimate of themlelyes i in this. reſpect, 


Ut , 


it would overwhelm. the Vanity of thoſe infe- 
rior things wherein they now have ſuch Com- 
placency, nor would they ſuffer their nobler 


Part to be affronted by the unequal Compe- 


tition of their meaner. 

But there is alſo another 
Con ſequent which would low Such a Value 
from that Eſteem'; they would would prodilce 
ſolicitouſly preſerve. what Solicitude and 
they ſo bighly prize, it be- Vigilance to pre- 
ing natural for us to propor- ſeve what we 
tion our Care to our Value. Prize. 

They would be jealouſly vi- Wy. 
gilant againſt every thing that might eclipſe 
the Radiancy or contaminate - the Purity of 


their Souls. It was the Advice of a Heathen. 


Moraliſt, Revere theft; and it was very 
wholeſome Counſel ; for, next our due Vene- 
ration to God, a Reverence to ourſelves is 
the moſt ſevere Controller of all Exorbitan- 
cies» How can a Soul that remembers its 
celeſtial Extraction, wallow itſelf in the Mire, 
floop to any ſordid degenerous Practices? It 
is ſaid of Tlemiſtocles, that, ſeeing ence a rich 


Booty about the dead Corpſes of his Ene-. 


mies, ke touched it not, but, pointing to an- 
other, ſaid, Take thou that, for thou art not 


Jhemiſlocles. If then a little military; Fame 


could ſo elevate his Thoughts, it is a Shame 
that any who carry an immortal Spirit about 


them, ſhould not be raiſed above all the con- 


temptible Baits of this ſublunary World. 
Why ſhould they not, with the like Diſdain, 


tun. 
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turn over all ſenſual Inordinacies ta mere 
Animals, and Creatures that have no higher 
Principle than that of Senſe, whilſt them- 
{elves ſoar up to the mare ſublimated plea- 


fares, which. are at Cd's right hand for ever- 


more, Pſal. xvi. 12. 
We may therefore con- 
Whatever vici- elude, that whatever vicious 


ous Impotence Impotence Women are un- 


Women are un- der, it is acquired, not na- 
der, it is ac- tural; nor derived from any 
quired, not na- Illiberality of God's, but 
tural. from the ill Managery of 

bis Bounty. He has placed 
within them a Pillar of Cloud and Fire, ſuffi- 
cient to ſhelter and conduct them thro? all the 
Storms, all the Intricacies that can occur in 
their Journey to Canaan; if they will forget 


that more intrinſick Part of their Being, live 


as if they were all Body, reje& the Manna, 
and rave after the Quails; that Deſtruc- 
tion which will thereby be induced, they 
muſt on to ſpring from themſelves. Let 
them not charge God fooliſhly, or think 


That, by making them Women, he neceſlitat- 


ed them to be proud, or wanton; vain; or 
peeviſh ; fince it is manifeſt he made them to 
better Purpoſes, was not partial to the other 
Sex, but that having, as the Prophet ſpeaks, 
abundance of ſpirit, Mal. ii. he equally diſ- 
penſed it, and gave the feebleſt Woman as 
large and capacious a Soul as that of the 
greateſt Heroe. : | 


* 


Nay, 


Nay, give me leave to ſay 
farther, that as to an eternal As to eternal 
Well being, he ſeems to Inereſis, Wo- 
have placed them in more men /cem placed 
advantageous Circumſtances in the moſt ad. 
chan he has done Men. He wvantageous Gre 
has planted in them ſome cumſtances. 
native Propenſions, which 
as T ſhall hereafter have occaſion to obſerve} 
do much facilitate the Operations of Grace 
upon them. Beſides, there are many Tempta- 
ons to which Men are expoſed, that are out 


nf their Road. How hard is it for a Man 


to converſe in the World, but he ſhall be im- 
»ortuned to Debauchery and Exceſs, muſt 
forfeit his Sobriety to maintain the Reputa- 
ion of a ſociable Perſon? Again, how li- 
able are they, by a promiſcuous Conyerſa- 
ton among Variety of Humours, to meet 
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* 


with Affronts, which the Maxims of Honour 


will tell chem muſt (in ſpite of all Chriſt's In- 
terdicts) be revenged? And this engages them 
Quarrels, ſometimes in Murders. Now 
none of theſe are incident to Women: They 
muſt, in theſe and ſome other Inſtances, attack 
Temptation, violently raviſh Guilt, and ab- 


andon their Sex, the whole Oeconomy of 


their Eſtate, ere they can diveſt themſelves 


their Innocency, So that God feems in 


nany Particulars to have eloſelier fenced them 
in, and not left them to thoſe wilder Excur- 
ions, for which the cuſtomory- Liberties of 
the other Sex afford a more open Way. In 
Mort, they have ſo many Advantages towards 


Virtue, 
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Virtue, that though the Philoſopher made it 
one of his ſolemn Acknowledgments to God, 
that he had made bim a Man, not a Wo- 
man; yer 1 think Chriſtian Women have now 
Reaſon enough to invert that Form, and to 
thank God that made them Women, and not 
Men. 
| But we know Advantages 
Examples of which are only in Specula- 
eminent Virtue tion, are looked on with 
and Piety inWo- ſome Diffidence, till there 
men. bave been ſome practical 
Experiment made of them: 


1 ſhall therefore evidence the Problem by De- 


monſtration and Inſtance; deſiring my Read- 
ers to meaſure the Poſlihilities of their arriv- 


ing to eminent Degrees of Virtue and Piety, 


by what others have attained to. I ſhall not 
fetch Examples of Morality from Heathen 
Women, becauſe I am now upon an higher 


Strain (yet many ſuch might be brought, to 


the Reproach of many Women, who, pre tend 
ing to more, fall infinitely ſhorr of that :) it is 
Chriſtian Virtue that I am now recommend- 
ing, and which has been eminently cxempli- 
fied in'many*of their Sex. How many Wo- 
men do we read of in the Goſpel, who, in all 
the Duties of aſſiduous Attendance on Chriſt, 
Liberalities of Love and Reſpect, nay, even 
in Zeal and Courage, ſurpaſſed ' even the 
Apoſtles themſelves? We find his Croſs ſur- 
rounded, his Paſſion celebrated by the avow- 
ed Tears and Lamentations -of devout Wo- 


men, when: the moſt ſanguine of his ah 
ha 
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feffors alſo, in a ftout Owning and diligent 


adems in compariſon with their Saviour's 
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bad denied, yea forſwore, and all had for- 
faken him. Nay, even Death itſelf eould not 
extinguiſh their Love; we ſind the devout 
Maries deſigning a laborious, chargeable, and 
perhaps hazardous, Reſpect to his Corps. And 
accordingly, it is a memorable Atteſtation 
Chriſt gives to their Piety, by making them 
the firſt Witneſſes of his Reſurrection, the 
prime Evangeliſts to proclaim thoſe great 
Tidings ; and, as a-learned: Man ſpeaks, Apo- 
itles to the Apoſtles. Nor is the Devotion of 
that Sex to be found only in the facred Re- 
cords; the primitive Times have left us ma- 
ny Memorials of the like, and the Martyro- 
logics are full of female Sufferers of all Ages 
and Conditions, who, by the Fervor of their 
Zeal, had overcome the Timorouſneſs of their 
Nature, and wearied the Cruelty of their Per- 
ſecutors. And as Women helped to augment 
the Number of Martyrs, ſo did they of Con- 


Practice of Chriſtianity. Queens and Em- 
preſſes knew no Title ſo glorious as that of 
a Nurſing- mother to the Church, have of- 
ten exchanged their Palaces for little Cells 
and Oratories, and valued not their own Di- 


Crown of Thorns. And tho”, by a perpetu- 
al Declination' from that priſtine: Zeal, the In- 
itances have in every Age grown leſs numet- 
ous, yet none has wanted ſome very illuftri- 
ous Examples. Nay, even in our Dregs of 
Time, in this common Decay of all Good, 
there are, I doubt not, many who (accord- 

Vol. III. 0 ing 
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ing to their Opportunities) tranſcribe the for- 
mer Copies, live like People that know they 
muſt live hereafter, and preſent us yet with 
ſome Specimen of ancient Virtue. Nay, to 
ſpeak an impartial Truth, it is not to be de- 
nied, but the Reputation of Religion is more 
kept up by Women than Men, many of the 
one countenancing it by their Practice, where- 
as more of the other do not only neglect, but 
decry it. And now, ſince Women are compaſl- 
ed about with fo great a Cloud of Witneſſes, 


-who, by doing the thing, give the ſureſt Evidence 
WE | that it is not unfeaſible, why ſhould any plead 
- "Fn an Impoſſibility? In Matters of Vanity and 
=_—_ Pomp they are not fo eaſily diſheartned, no 


Pattern of that Kind can be ſet, which will 
not be induſtriouſſy imitated ; nay, in the 
greateſt Inequality of Materials for it. Why 


ED then ſhould their Emulation leave them where 
. 1 only it could do them good? How comes it, 
ET: that of thoſe who have equal Principles of a 
8 ſpiritual Being, ſome live according to the 
- Dignity of it; and others who ſee them do 
* fo, do yet live as if they aſſented to that Phi 
os loſopher's Paradox, who ſaid, Women had 
- no Souls; or at leaſt were of the Pythagore- 

2 an Sect, and looked upon themſelves only as 
5 the Jails and Priſons of former offending Spi- 
.rits, which they reſolved to fit for a yet viler 

Tranſmigration; give them the Appetites of 

Beaſts before they aſſume the Bodies. This 

"EE is indeed an unlucky Humility, that thoſe, 
ES who in all other Inſtances are apt to over- 
Rs ween, ſhould here fink ſo much below them- 
5 1 | ſelves. 
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ſelves. And I hope it will not appear an un- 
civil Addrefs, to perſuade them to's juſter 
Eſtimate of their own Worth. And if what 
has been ſaid to that End may have any Ef- 
fest, L ſhall not deſire a better Preparation to 
the enſuing Tratt; ſince ſhe that duly conſi- 
ders her own Capacity of eternal Bliſs, and 


withal-the, Poſſibility of as endleſs a Myſery, 
according as ſhe performs or neglects the ſe- 


veral Parts of. Duty, will ſure need no other 
Incentive to the diligent Farſuit of it. 
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T H E 
LADIES CALLING. 


PART 
SCTIOUaN EK 


Of Medeſly. 


1. IT is now many Years fince 
HI of; "OY an Addreſs was made to 
Calling does not the Gentry of this Nation, 
fuperſede an Al. to perſuade them to that Virtue 
dreſs t-the other which would be both their Plea- 

| ſure and Reward. I cannot, I 
confeſs, boaſt any ſuch Effect of 
that, as ſhould much infpirit the Hopes of a new 
Attempt ; yet ſince we ſee in our proper ſecu- 
lar Concerns, Defeats do many times animate- no. 
Jeſs than Succeſs, I know not why in you more 
charitable Deſign I ſhould fit down diſcouraged. 


*. 


Nen uſually raiſe not a Siege upon the firſt Repulſe, 


but reinforce their Batteries, obſerye more curiouſly 
which are the moſt aſſailable, acceſſible Parts, and 
accordingly difpoſe their Aſſault. It will then be 
no unreaſonable Imitation in the preſent _ if 
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after a ſucceſsleſs Attempt upon the more impreg- 


nable maſculine Part of the Gentry, I now eſſay the 
feminine, whoſe native Softneſs and Gentleneſs: 


may render them leſs apt for the Reſiſtance of good 
Counſel, wherein too many Men place their Gal - 
lantry. 4 4 | 


2. I preſume thoſe to» whom 

that little Tract was at firſt deſign- Many Dattes + 
ed, will be ſo willing to relmquiſn are common fo 
; | their Title, that I might, without both. ff «FM 
{mputation of Robbery, exchange — 1 
my Patrons, and, by a new Dedication, ſuperſede: 
the Labour of a new. Book. And indeed, lince: 
what was there ſaid as founded more on the Di- 
ſtinétion of Qualities than of Sex, there would not 
need many Razures to render it as proper for the 
one as for the.other ; and I ſhill take fo much Ad- 
vantage of it, as to aſſure the female Gentry, that 
they may there ſind much of the Duty incumbent 
on them, in reſpect of that Rank and Condition 


*6 they hold in the World: And therefore, though I : i 
to hall ſometimes muke {ome Reflexions on it; yet as 
n, to the main, I. ſhall think it the eaſieſt Courſe, as-: 
ne well for them as myſelf, to-diret them thither..  » | 
baY 2. Bot-it may ſeem to have too. „ 
1 much of the Pedan to entertain She Peculiar 10 
of. neu Scholars only with the caſt or the latter are | 
* navſeated Learning of the old: © here intended to 
eu- And when remember I write to- be treated f. 
no Ladies, who uſe to think the New- 3 
Ire nets of any thing.a conſiderable Addition to its Va- 1 
ed. lue ; 1 conceive-myfeif obliged, as well in Civility - © 
fe, o their Htmous, as Charity to their Needs, to { 
iſly give them ſomething: which. they may own as their 
and Pecultur. And,, to render it the more unalienable, © | 
be hall affix it to their Sex; and make it the Subject 
if my preſent.- Inquiſition, what in reſpect of thats 1 
ter ME are 2 
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are the proper and diſtin Obligations, under which, 
3 ent of God and Nature, they are 
placed. 


| 4. That the Obligation to mo- 

Such Virtues, as ral and Chriſtian Virtues is in it- 
with ſome Pro- ſelf univerſal, and not confined to 
priety may be any Sex or Perſon, is not to be- 
ſtiled feminine. denied; yet as in human Conſtitu- 
| tions there are often Precepts, 
which (though not excluſive of any, do yet) more 
culiarly and eminently level at ſome particular 
Rank or Order of Men; ſo, in the Laws of God: 
aud Nature, there appears the like Diſtinction. 
That All-wiſe Creator, who hath put peculiar Pro- 
prietics and Inclinations into his Creatures, hath ac- 
cordingly deſigned their actuating and improving 
them: And altho' in Mankind, which differs not in 


Species, but in Gender, the Variety may ſeem leſs; 


vet there is ſtill enough to found ſome Diverſity, 
either in the Kind or Degree of Duty. This {ure 
is ſhadowed to us in that particular Caution given 
to the Jews, not to confound the Habit of the ſe- 
veral Sexes, Deut. xxii. 5. and yet more clearly 
evidence in the Precept which the Apoſt les addreſs 
to Women, I Tim. it. 9. and 1 Pete ili. 3. Nay, 
this is ſo granted a Truth, that all Ages and Na- 
tions have made ſome Diſtinction between maſculine 
and feminine Virtues, Nature having not only given 
a Diſtinction as to the Beauties of their outward 
Form, but alſo in their very Mold and Conſtitution 
implanted peculiar 3 and Proprieties of 
Mind, which accordingly vary the Meaſure of De- 
cency; that being comely for the one Sex; which 
often is not * leaſt in the ſame Degree) for the o- 
ther. It will therefore be no abſurd At tempt to 
decipher thoſe, Excellencies, which are the genuine 
and proper Ornaments of Women; Which though 

in 


Seck. 1. 


in ſome Inſtances they may perhaps prove coin- 
ident with thoſe of Men; yet even thoſe which 
are equally inclutive of both, by the divine Com- 
mane, may have ſome additional Weight on the fe- 
male Side, in reſpect of Decency, Fame, or: ſome 
other (not deſpicable) Conſideration. 


5. For the better directing out 2 
preſent Inquiſition, it will de moſt Of theſt, ſome 
regular, firſt, to enquire what Virtues belong 


thoſe Virtues are which are uni- o all ; others 
verſally neceffary to Women in all have a reſpett ts 
Ages and Circumſtances of their /everalStates of 


_ Lives: Such, which, like the firft Life, 


Matter, are prerequired” for all 


Forms; which, like a firm and folid Balis, muſt _ 


port all various Events, all Changes of their Condi- 
ton or Relations. And, ſecondly, we ſhall confi- 


der them in thoſe Changes; track them through the 


ſeveral Stages and Periods of Life, through thoſe 
ſeveral States which create the moſt confiderable 


Mutations to them, and in each of thoſe conſider 
what are the new and proportionate Acceſhons of 


Daty. 
6. As in the outward Accom- 
modations of Life, the things of Some alſi are 


molt daily and indiſpenſible Uſe greater, others 


deſerve the greateſt Value; fo in of /e/5 Import- 
moral or divine Endowments, the ance, 

Benefit of poſſeſſing is beſt meaſur- 

ed by the Miſery of wanting them. This-firſt Rank 


therefore of female Virtues, which we are to treat 
of, will have that to. recommend them; they being 
fo ſtrictly neceſſary, that their Abſence is not on- 
ly a privative Ill, but alſo expoſes to a Deluge of 
all poſitive Miſchiefs conſequent to that Priva- 


tion. 
7. This 


Of Uh. 163 
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x64 | The Ladies Calling, Part I., 
mo 7. This will be found true in 
The leading: ſe- all the Severals we are to pals. 
zinineVirtue is through, but in none more emi- 
Modeſty ; which nently than in that we ſhall chuſe 
aphe ar firſt in to begin with, the Virtue of Mo- 
the Look. deſty ; which may be conſidered 
in a double Notion, the one as it 
is oppoſed to Boldneſs and Indecency; the other 
to Lightneſs and Wantouneſs. In the ſirſt Accepta- 
tion, Zeuo has not ill deſined it, to be The Science. 


, decent Motion, it being that which guides and 


regulates the whole Behaviour, checks and controuls 
all rude Exorbitancies, and is the great Civilizer of 
Converſations. It is indeed a Virtue of a general 
Influence ; does not. only ballaſt the Mind. with ſo- 
ber and humble Thoughts of one's lelf, but alſo. 
ſteers every. Part of the outward Frame. It appears 
in the Face in calm and meck Looks, where it fo, 
impreſſes itſelf, that it ſeems theace to have acquired 
the Name of Shame-facedneſs. Certainly (whatever 
the modern Opiniogis) there is nothinggives a great». 
er Luſtre to a feminine Beauty: So that St. Par ſeems 
10t ill to have conſulted their Concerns in that Point, 
when he ſubſtitutes that as a. {uppletory Ornament 
to the deckings of gold, and pearl, and coflly aray, 
i Tim. ii. 9. But I fear this now wil be thought 
too antiquated a Dreſs, and an Apolle be. eſteemed. 
no competent Judge in this Science,; which is now; 
become ſo ſolemn. a thing, that certainly no Aca- 
demy in the World can vie Numbers With the Stu- 
dents of this Myſtery. Yet when they have ſtrain. 
ed their Art to the higheſt. Pitch, an innocent Mo- 
deſty and native Simplicity of Look, . ſhall eclipſe 
their glaring Splendor, and triumph over their arti- 
ficial Handſomneſs. On the other fide, let a Wo- 
man be decked with all the Embelliſhments of Art, 


nay, and Care of Nature too, yet if Boldneſs be to 
be - 


1 


— 


be read in her Face, it blots all the Lines af Beau. 
ry, is like # Cloud over the Sun, . intercepts: the 


View of all that was otherways amiable, and ren» - 


ders its Blackneſs the more obſervable, by being 
placed near ſomewhat that was apt to attract the 
Eyes. 
9. But Modeſty conſines not itſelf 
do the Face, ſhe is there only in Next: in the 
Shadow and Effig/ : but is in Life Words. 
and Motion in the Words; whenve 
ſhe baniſhes all lndecency and Rudeneſc, all infolent 
Vauntings, and ſupercilious Diſdains, and whatever 
oAfe may render & Perſon troubleſome or ridiculous 
to the Company, Nor does ſhe only reſine the 
Language, but ſhe tunes it too, modulates the 
Tone and Accent, admits no unhandſome Earneſt- 
neſs, or Loudneſs of Diſcourſe, the latter whereof 
was thought ſo indecent in Carzeades, (though in 
kis publick Lectures) that the Gymnaſiareh reprovei 
kim for it. And ſure, if it were not allowable in 
a Philoſopher in bis School, it will jeſs: become a 
Woman, m ordinary: Converſe ; and if we eenfulr 
Prov. vii. 13. and 9. we ſhall find Loudneſs and 
Clamour in Women coupled with ſuch other Epi- 
thets as will furely not much recommend it. A 
oman's Tongue ſhould indeed be like the imagi- 
n22y Muſtck of the: Spheres, ſweet and charming; 
but not to be heard at Diſtance. | 
9. Ard as Modeſty preſcribes 
e Manner, ſo it does allo the Net only in ihr 
Meaſure of ſpeaking ; reſtrains all Manner, but al. 
exceſſive Talkativeneſs, a Fawt / Meaſure of 
incident to none but the Bold; Heating. 
the menopolizing of Diſcourſe be- 
ing one of the greateſt Allamings-imaginable, and 
o rude an impoſing upon the Company, that there 
can 
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can ſcarce be a greater judeceney in Converſation- 
This is OBE expreſſed by our divine Poet, 


Herber 


A civil Cueſt 
Will no more tal all, than eat all the Feaſt. 


He thai engrofſes the Talk, enforces Silence upon 
the reſt, and ſo is preſumed to look on them only 
as his Auditors and Pupils, whilſt he magiſterioulſly 
dictates to them; which gave occaſion to Socrates 
to fay, it arr ogance te ſpeak all, and to be willing 
to hear nothing. It is indeed univerſally an infolent 
unbecoming thing, but moſt peculiarly ſo in a Wo- 
man. 

- The ancient Roman. thought 
Speaking in it fo much fo, that they allowed 
preblick has not that Sex to ſpeak publickly, 
been in ali though it were in their on neceſ- 
States inner- fary Defence; in fo much that when 
dicted Women; Ameſia ſtood forth to plead her 

| own Cauſe in the Senate, they 
looked on it as ſo prodigious a thing, that they 
ſent to conſult the Oracle what it portended to the 
State. And though theſe firſt Severities were ſoon 
loſt in the Succeſſes of that Empire, Valerius Maxi- 
zur could find but two more, whoſe either Neceſli- 
ty or Impudence per ſuaded them to repeat this un- 
handſome Attempt. 


424 Dy 9. paul 
in the Cheri Jian 
Church. 


11. And this great Indecency of 
Loquacity in Women, I am willing 
to hope, is the Reaſon why that 
Sex is ſo generally charged with: 


it; not that they are all guilty, but that w hen they 
are, it appears ſo unhandfome as makes it the more 
eminent and remarkable. Whether it were. from 


(Bat Ungrac. fulneſs of the thing, or from the Pro- 
N 12 
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enſion Women have to it, I ſhall not determine; 
be we find the Apoſtle very earneſt in his Cantions 
againſt it, 1 Cor. xiv. 35. He expreſly enjoins Wo- 
men to keep ſilence in the church, where he affirms 
it a Shame for them to ſpeak: And though this 
ſcems only reſtrained to the eccleſiaſtical Aﬀſemblies; 
yet even ſo it reaches home to the gifted Women of 
our Age, who take upon them to be Teachers; 
whereas he allowed them not to ſpeak in the Church 


no not in order to Learning, though a more modelt 
Deſign than that of Teaching. But belides this, 


he has a more indefinite Preſcription of Silence to 
Women, IT Tim. ti. 11. Let women learn in ſilence ; 
and again, ver. 12. to be in ſilence. The Apoſtle 
leems to ground the Phraſe, not only in the Infe- 
riority of the Woman in regard to the Creation 
ind irft Sing, ver. 12, 14. but alſo in the Preſump- 


tion that they needed - Inſtruction, towards which 


Silence has always been reckoned an indiſpenſible 
Qualification, the introductory Precept in all Schools, 
as that wherein all Attention is founded. If fome 
omen of our Age think they have outgone that 
Novice State the Apoſtle ſuppoſes, and want no 
Leaching; I muſt crave Leave tg believe, they want 
that very firſt Principle which ſhould ſet them to 
garn, vis. the Knowledge oFtheir own Ignorance; 
i Science which ſo grows with Study and Con- 
i.deration, that Socrates, after a long Liſe ſpent in 
Purſuit of Wildom, gave this as the Sum of his 
{ earning, This only I know, that I know nothing. 
This Proficiency ſeems much wanting to our female 
Falkers, who, in this ſeem to confute the com- 


mon Maxim, and give what they have not, by mak - 


'ng their Ignorance vilible to others, though it be 
.ndiſcernible to themſelves: And to ſuch we may 


not unfitly apply the Sarcaſm of Zeuo, to a talka- 


ive Youth, their Ears are fallen into their Tonghe. 
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x2. But, beſides this afluming 

So allo the being Sort of Talkativeneſs, there is 
Tatlers. another uſually charged upon the 
| Sex, a mere chatting prat ling Hu- 
mour, Which maintains itfelf at the Coſt of their 
Neighbours, and can never want Supplies as long as 
there is any body within the Reach of their Obſer- 
vation. This I would fain hope is moſt the Vice of 
the vulgar Sort of Women, the Education of the 
nobler fettmg them above thoſe mean Entertain- 
ments. Yet when it is remembered that St. Paul, 
x Tim. v. 13. makes Tatling the EfeRt of Idienels, 
it may not unreaſonably be feared, that where 
there is moſt of the Cauſe, there will be ſome of 
the Effect. And indeed, it would 1 one to 
conjecture how that Round of formal Viſits among 
Perſons of Quality ſhou!d be kept up without this. 
That their Vifits thould be only a dumb Shew, none 
will ſuſpect among Women; and when the un- 
faſhionable Themes of Houſewifery, Piety, oc. are 
excluded, there will not remain many Topicks of 
Diſcourſe, unleſs this be called into Supply. And 
this indeed is a moſt inexhauſtible Reſerve, it having 
ſo many Springs to feed it, that it is ſcarce poſſible 
it ſhould fail. And when it is farther conſidered, 
how apt a Miniſter it is to Envy, Spleen, . Revenge, 
and other feminine Paſſions, we cannot fuppoſe it 
can be unacceptable where any of thoſe bear ſway. 
But I believe it is not more frequently introduced by 
any thing than the Vanity of Wit, which has no 


Where a more free and exorbitant Range than in 


cenſuring and deriding; nay, finds not only Exer- 


_ ciſe but Friumph too, vain Perſons ſeldom conſider- 
ing the Infirmities or Follies of others, without 


ſome Complacencies, and aſſuming Reflex ions on 
themſelves; which how unapreeable it renders this 


18 
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is obvious enough. And would God it were on- 
ty oppoſite to that; but it is no leſs fo to all the 
Obligations of Juſtice and Charity alſo, Which are 
ſcarce 10 * e violated by any thing as by this 


Licerctiouſneſs of the Tongue. 

12, There is yet another Vice , Conſequent of 
of it, for which the female Sex Y Hape 

- alkativeneſs is 

has been generally accuſed, and 
that is revealing of Secrets; an 
InSrmity preſumed ſo incident to them, that Ari- 
ate is ſaid to have made it one of the three things 
he ſolemnly repented of, that he had ever truſted a 
Secret with a Woman. But by how much the great» 
er Prejudice they le under in this reſpect, the 
greater ought to be their Caution to vindicate not 
only their Perſons but their Sex, from the Imputa- 
tion, Which is indeed extremely reproachful: This 
blabbing Humour being a Symptom of a looſe, impo- 
tent Soul, a Kind of Incontinence of the Mind, that 
can retain nothing committed to it; but as if that 
alfo had its diabetick Paſſion, perpetually and almoſt 
inſenſibly evacuating all. And indeed however we 
are willing to appropriate this to the Sex, yet the 
Fault is owing only to this ill Conſtitution of the 
Mind, which is oft-times no lefs viſfible in Men; as 
on the contrary, thoſe Women, who by Reaſon and 
Virtue have acquired a Solidity and Firmneſs of 
Mind, are as ſure Repoſitories of a Secret, as the 
moſt maſculine Confident : And ſuch I have no In- 
tent to involve in this Charge, but rather by pro- 


revealing Secrets. 


poſing their Example to the reſt; ſhew that Nature 


nas put them under no fatal Neceſſity of being thus 
impotent. A Secret is no ſuch — F thing, but it 
may be kept in: They may take the Wiſe Man's 
Word for it, Eceluſ. xix. 10. If thor haſt heard « 
word, let it die with thee, and be Void, it wilt net 
burſt thee. 

Vor. III. P 14. This 
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UN I4. This is a Piece of daring 
Confident Talk Manlineſs, which they may aſſect 
ing is unhappily without Breachof Modeſty ; would 
miſtaken for God they would take it in Ex- 
good Breeding : change for that virile Bo'neſs, 

Which is now too common among. 
many even of the beſt Rank. Such a dangerous 
Age do we now live in, that every. thing feems in- 
verted, even Sexes; whillt Men fall to the Effemi- 
nacy and Niceneſs of Women, .and Women take up 
the Confidence, the Boldneſs of Men ; and this too 
under the Notion of. good Breeding. A Bluſh (tho' 
formerly reputed.the Colour of Virtue) is accounted 
worſe Manners than thoſe things which ought to 
occaſion it, and ſuch as nothing but the Simplicity 
of a Country Girl can excuſe. But the Infirmity 
for the moſt Part proves very corrigible; a few 
Weeks of the Town Diſcipline wears off that Piece 
of Ruſticity, .and advances them to a modiſh Aſſur- 
ance, Nor is that deſigned to terminate in itſelf, 
but it is to carry them on, till they arrive to a perfect 
Metamorphoſis, their Geſture, their Language, nay, 
ſometintes their Habit too being affectedly maſcu- 
line; ſo that what Tacitus ſpeaks of Vitellius in re- 
lation to his being a Prince, we may apply to them, 
and ſay, that F others did not remember them to be 
women, themſelves could eaſily forget it. | 
| 15. Yet. were this Affectation 
Which advances conſmed only to the more inno- 
to Ranting and cent indifferent things, it were 
wearing. more tolerable: But alas! it ex- 
tends farther, and there are Wo- 
men, who think they have not made a ſufficient 
Eſcape from their Sex, till they have aſſumed the 
Vices of Men too. A ſober modeſt Diale& is too 
_ effeminate for them; a bluſtering ranting Stile is ta- 


ken up, and (to ſhew them Proficients in it) adorn 
| ed 
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| ed with all the Oaths and Imprecations their Me- 14 
| mory or Invention can ſupply ; as if they meant to + 
| — vindicate their Sex from the Imputation of Timor- 
| ouſneſs by daring God Almighty. lt is true indeed 
an Oath ſounds gratingly out of whatever Mouth, 
but out of a Woman's it hath ſuch an uncouth 
Harſhneſs, that there is no Noiſe on this Side Hell 
can be more amazingly odious : Yet this is a Muſick 
this diſcordant Age hath introduced, no former ha- : 
ving, 1 think, ever heard it in Places at all civilized. j 
So that the female Swearers want that poor Shadow ; 
of Excuſe the Men pretend to, it having been ſo far : 
from cuſtomary, that the Unwontedneſs could not? 
but force them to ſome Induſtry and Pains, ere they | 


could acquire the Habit, and ſet up for female 
Hectors ; an Eſſay wherein they have been yery 
kind to the maſculine, by ſhewing: the World there 
can be ſomething worſe. * 2+ | 
16. It is ſaid there want not } 
fome who complete the Demon- And alſe Drinl- | 
ſtration by the other parallel Qua- ing aud proſti- j 
lity of Drinking alſo ; a Vice de- tute Lewde/s. 
teſtable in all, but prodigious in 
Women, who put a double Violence .upon their 
Nature, the one in the Intemperance, the other in 
the Immodeſty. And though they may take their 
mmediate Copy from Men, yet (to the Praiſe of 1 
their Proficiency) they outdo their Exemplar, and 1 
draw near the Original; nothing human being ſo 1 
much a Beaſt as a drunken Woman. This is evident 
enough if we look only on the mere Surface of the 1A 
Crime; but if we dive farther into its Inferences : 
and Adherencies, the Affirmation is yet more irre- 1 
tragable. She who is firſt a Proſtitute to Wine, | 
will ſoon be to Luſt alſo: She has diſmiſſed her 
Guards, diſcarded all the Suggeſtions. of Rea- 
fon, as well as Grace; and is at the Mercy of any, 
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of every Aſſailant. And when we conſider how 


much fuller the. World is of Amnons than Joſephi,. 
it will not be hard to gueſs the Fate of that Wo-. 


man's Chaſtity, which bas no other Bottom than 
that of Mens. So that unleis her Vice ſecure her 


Virtue, and the Loathſomneſs of the one prevent. 


Attempts on the other, it is ſcarce imaginable a 
Woman that loſes her Sobriety ſhould keep ber 
Honeſty. So that indeed I might more properly 
have made this Reflexion when I come to ſpeak of 
Modeſty in the ſecond Notion of it, as it is oppoſ- 
ed to Lightneſs and Wantonneſs, but it falls not 


much amiſs now, to be the Introduction to it. 


55 17, And if we conlider Mode- 
Of Modefly im ſly in this Senſe, we ſhall find it 


Behaviuur - the moſt indeſpenſible Requiſite of 
1 ä a Woman; a thing fo eſſential and 
natural to the Sex, that every the lcaſt Declination 


from it is a proportionable receding from Woman- 
hood, but the total abandoning it ranks them a- 
mong Brutes, nay, ſets them as ſar beneath thoſe, 


as an acquired Vileneſs is below a native. I need. 
make no Collection of the Verdicts either- of the 


Philoſophers or Divines in this Cafe, it being fo 
much an Inſtinct of Nature, that though too many 
make a Shift to ſuppreſs it in themſelves, yet they 
cannot fo darken the . Notion in others, but that 


an impudent Woman is looked on as a Kind of Mon- 


ſer, a thing diverted and diſtorted from its proper 


Form. That there is indeed a {trange Repugnancy- 


to Nature, needs no other Evidence than the Strug- 
gling and Difficulty in the firſt Violations of Mode- 
ity, which always begin with Regrets and Bluſhes, 
and require a great deal of Self-denial, much of vi- 
cions Fortitude, to encounter with the Recoilings 
and Upbraidings of their own Minds. 
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18. I make no doubt but this ' 
Age has arrived to as compendious Cuarded by nas 
Arts of this Kind as induſtrious tural Baſhful- 
Vice can ſuggeſt ; and we have but re/s.- 
too many Inſtances of early Prokt- 


cients in this Learning: Yet I dare appeal even to 


the forwardelt of them, whether at firſt they could 
not with more Eaſe have kept their Virtue than loſt 
it. . Certainly, ſuch are the Horrors and Shatzes 
that precede thoſe firſt Guilts, that they muſt com- 
mit a Rape upon themſelves, force their own Reluc- 
tancies and Averſions, before they can become will- 
ing Proftitates to others. This their Seducers ſeem 
well. to underſtand, and upon that ſcore are at the 
pains of ſo many preparatory Covrtings, {ſuch Ex- 
pence of Preſents too; as if this were fo uncouth 
a Crime, that there were no Hope to introduce it 
but by a Conſcderacy of ſome more familiar Vices, 


their Pride or Covetouſneſs. 


19. The beſt Way therefore to 
:ountermine. thoſe Stratagems of © The beſt Hay 
Men, is for Women to be ſuſpici- to ſecure the 
ouſly vigilant, even of the firlt Fort of Modeſty. 
Approaches. He that-means- to de- 275 fe preſeroe 
fend a Fort muſt arot abandon the {he Jut- uo. 
Jut-works, and ſhe that will ſe-⸗ 


cure her Chaſtix y, muſt never - let it come to too 


cloſe a Siege, but repel che. very firſt anch moſt re- 
mote . Infinuations of a  Tempter.. Therefore, 
hen we ſpeak of Modeſty, in our preſent Notion 
of it, we are not te oppole it only to the groſſer 
Act of Incontinency; but to aH theſe Miſbehaviours, 
which either difcover or may create an Inclination 
to it ; of which Sort is all: Lighineſs of Carriage, 
wanton Glances, obſcene: Diſcourſe ; things that 
ew a Woman fo weary of her Honour, that the 
gext Comer may reaſonably. ſuſpect a Surrender, 
| 2 £4 Þ | and 4 
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and conſequently be invited to the Aſſanlt. Indeed 
they are ſuch, that one would rather think them 
the Reſult of many Acts than merely the Prologue 
to one; and that nothing but a Cuſtom of private 
Sin could {upply Impudence enough to do what is 
40 pablickly ſcandalous ; and where this is found in 
thoſe of any conſiderable Age, Charity itfelf can 
Icarce paſs a milder Centure. Yet poſſibly. in thoſe 
of the younger Sort, they may at firit be taken up, 
as their Dreſs is, merely in Imitation of others, 
embraced implicitely upon the Authority of thoſe 
whoſe Examples govern the Modes. When a poor 
Girl, who has ſtill fo much of the Child as to ad- 
mire every thing that glitters, lecs theſe things 
uſed by the gay People of the World, it is no 
Wonder if the take theſe as Part of their Accom- 
piiſhments, and upon Peril of that formidable Ca- 
iamity of being untathionable, conform to them. 
Which yet does not lo much extenuate the Guilt 
of thoſe few ſeduced Perſons, as it aggravates that of 
the Seducers, and atteſts the ſtrange Corruption of 
the Age, that thoſe things which the leſs hardened 
Sort of Proſtitutes were formerly aſhamed of, ſhould 
now paſs into the Frequency aud Avowedneſs of a 
Faſhion, become a Part of Diſcipline and Inftitution 
of Youth; as if Vice now diſdained to have any 
Punies in its School, and therefore, by a prepoſter- 
ous Anticipation, makes its Pupils-begin where they 
were wont to end, - initiates them at firſt into that 
Shameleſnets, which was wont to be the Product 
only of a long Habit. What the End will be of 
theſe Piqueerers in Impudence, who thus put their 
Virtue on the forlora Hope, is caſy to divme. Yet 
is not this the only.State of Danger: They who 
keep their Ranks, and, tho* they do not provoke 
Aſlaults, yet (tay to receive them, may be far 
enough from Safety, She that lends a patient Ear 

l "+ ul 


3 
- 
— 
ey — — —— 


noſt impudent Aſſallant. It is ſaid of Fhiſtpen. 


sec. 1. f . 1755. 


to the Praiſes of her Wit or Beauty, intends at 
rt perhaps only to gratify her Vanity; but when 
He is once charmed with that Sirens Song, bewitch- 
ed with that Flattery, ſhe inſenſibly declines to a 
Kindneſs for that Perſon that values her fo much. 


And when that Spark ſhall be blown up by perpetu- 


a} Renwnlſtrances of Paſſion, and 7 ntle ro- 


mantick Artiſices of pretending to die for her, with 
a thonſand other Tricks, which Luſt can ſuggeſt, it 
will, like the Naphtha Naturaliſts ſpeak of, in a 


Moment grow to an unquenchable Flame, to the 
Ruin both of her Virtue and Honour. 
20. Let no Woman therefore 


preſume upon the Innocence of her [::necence of 42 


Urſt Intentions; - ſhe may as well, / Iutentiout is 
upon Confidence of a ſound Con- t be preſunu- 
(kitution, enter à Peſt-houſe, and ed vpor. 
-onverſe with the Plague, whole 

ontapion does not more ſubtilly inſinuate itſelf than 
this Sort of Temptation. And as in that Cafe the 
would not ſtay to debne what were the critical Di- 
tauce at which ſhe might approach with Safety, but 
would run as far from it as ſhe could; fo in this it 
no leſs concerns her to, remove herfſelt from the 
Poſſibility of Danger, and (how unfaſhionable ſoever 
t. be) to put on ſuch a ſevere Modeſty, that her 
very Looks mould guard her, and diſcourage the 


£7 
bat the-Lacedemontans finding it their Intereſt 0 
orrupt him with Money, they were yet fo poſſelled 
ith the. Reverence of his Virtues, that none durſt 
ndertake to attack him; and fure it were not im- 
»ofible for Women to arrive at the fame Security. 
duch an Authority there is in Virtue, that where it 
„ eminent, it is apt to controul ali looſe Deſires, 
12d he muſt not only be luſtful, but ſacrilegious, 
d attempts t Violate ſuch a Sanctuary. 


- „ 


21. But 


222 —— — 


+” ww” 
a \ 


* who 1 2 — a 


—— 
nat 


«| gt te ae 
— E 


— 


IT 


hb wanghe, oo. 14 


ky 
- 


- 
2 — —_ — 
4 7⁰ 


176 The 


- 


They are miſer- 


able Trophies of 


Beauty that ars 


built onthe Muin 
/ Virtne and 


Honour . 


Ladies Calling, Part J. 


24. But noche that Sex may 
fear, that, by putting on ſuch a 
Stridinels, they ſhall loſe the 
Glory of their Beauty, which is 
now chiefly eſtimated by the Num- 
ber of thoſe who. court and adore 
them. To this, in the firſt place, 
J muſt. ſay, that they are miſer- 


able Trophies to Beauty that muſt be built on the 
Ruins of Virtue and Honour; and, he, that, to 
boaſt the Length of her Hair, ſhould hang herſelf 
in it, would but act the ſame Folly in a lower In- 


ſtance. 
Beauty that 
»2oft reſerv- 
ed will be the 
e pr Zed J. 


10 


22. But then, ſecondly, it is a 
great Miſtake to think their Beau- 
ty halt be the leſs prized, {ince it 
is incident to Man's Nature to ex 
ſteem thoſe things,moſt that are at 


a Diſtance, , whcreas an eaſy and cheap Deſcent be- 


gets Contempt. 


So long as they govern: themſelves. 


by the exact Rules of Prudence and Modeſty, their 
Luſtre is like the Meridian Sun in its: Cſearneſs, 
which; though -leſs approachable, is counted more. 
-lorious : but when they decline from thoſe, they. 
are like that Sun in a Cloud, Which, though ſalelier 

gazed on, is not half ſo bright. But beſides theſe 
laid Advantages, - it is certam that Modelty. 
gives an immediate and direct Improvement to Beau- 
ty; for though Men for their own vicious Ends. 


S 


wiſh them ſevered, yet they cannot but think they 
are the moſt amiable when united, and. vou ſhall. 
hear them often commend the aſpect of that Mo- 
deſty which they would fain circumvent. 


23. But, in the third place, 


17 * 750 
heli omanwovhasloſt there is nothing but ſuch a 


her Honour, has lol 
412 the Paſfibility of 


Reſervedneſs that can indeed. 
make their Beauty triumph+- 


a Return ts Virtues. 
WS 
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ant. Parley. and Conqueſt are the moſt diſtant 
things: and ſhe that deſcends to treat with an Aſ- 
failant, whatever he may tell her of his being her 
Captive, it is but in order to the making her his; 
which when ſhe once is, there is no State of Ser- 
vitude half fo wretched, nothing in the World be- 
ing fo flaviſily abject as a proſtitute Woman. For 
benndes all the Intereſt of another Life, which. ſhe 
baſely reſigns, ſhe. ſacriſices all that is valuable in 


this: Her Reputation ſhe puts wholly in his power 


that has debauched ber, and, which is worſe, her 
Reformation too. If ſhe ſhauld have « mind to re- 
turn to Virtue, the dares not, for fear he ſnould di- 
vulge her former Strayings from it; ſo that, like Ca- 
tiline, the is engaged to future Evils to ſecure the 
paſt. Yea, ſhe ſubjects herſelt not only to his 
Luſt, but to all his Humours and Fancies, nay even 
co all thoſe who have been inſtrumental to their 
Privacies, none of them all being to be duplealed 
for fear of blabbing. And when it is remembered, 
what a Sort of Cattle they are which are the Engines 


in ſuch Affairs, there can ſcarce be any thing more 


deplorable than to be within their Laſh. It is true 
indeed ſome have found a Way to cure this Uneaſi- 
neſs, by being their n Delators, not only con- 
tcſſing, but boaſting their Crime, and by an impu- 
dent Owning, prevent all Accuſations; yet even 
this ſerves but to atteſt the Intolerableneſs of the 
forper Condition, when this worſt of Miſchiets is 


chofe as a Reſcue. Their Impatience of being al- 


ways in Awe, makes them take up that Reſolution 
for Infamy, which Cz/ar did for Death, who ſaid, 
It was. better to die once, than to be always in 
Fear. And though this deſperate Remedy may cure 
the Fear, yet it aſcertains the Reproach ; for where- 
25 in the Impeachment of others there is Place for 
Doubt, aud Charity may prompt ſome to diſbelieve 

it, 
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it, yet when the Fact is juſtified by the Offender, 
the Evidence 1s eee WY and withal doubles 

the Infamy. For beſides that which adheres to the 

Crime, there is a diſtin Portion due to the Impu- 
dence ; yet, like the Scorpion, it muſt cure its own 
Sting, and though it increaſes the Obloquy, yet it 
deadens the Senſc of it. 
24. But when they have thus 

She paſſes throe* ſtecled their Foreheads againſt all 
feveral Stages Impreſſions of Shame, they are 
of Guilt audalli- ſtill liable to many other painful 
fery to ſpecula- Effects of their Sin. What Fears 
tive Atheiſm. of being abandoned, what Jealou- 
£ ies of Rivals do often torture 

them ? And. indeed not without Ground; for they 
cannot but know, that the fame Humour of Variety 
which engaged their Paramours in their Love, may 
do the ſame for another, and another, and ſo on; it 
being as poſlible to graſp the Air, as to confine a 
wandering Luſt. Belides, what anxious Apprehen- 
ſons have they of the Approach of Age, which 
they are ſure will render them loathed and deſpicable, 
as alſo of all intermedial Decays of Beauty ? How 
critically do they examine. their Glaſs ? and every 
Wrinkle that repreſents in their Face, becomes a 
deep Gaih in the Heart. But if they have at any 
time the Leiſure (or indeed the Courage) to look 
inward, the View is yet more dreadful ; a deformed 
Soul, ſpoiled of its Innocence, and rendered al-yoſt 
as brutiſh as the Sin it has conſented to. Lat 
though it be in ſome reſpects /zke the boaſt that 
perifheth, it is not, it cannot be in that which 
would molt avail it; an endleſs Being it cannot loſe, 


nor can it expect any thing from that Pre-eminence 


of its Nature, but an Infinity of Miſery. This is 
ſuch an amazing Contemplation, as, methinks, were 
it inliſted on, ſhould allay the hotteſt Blood; no 

| 1, unpure 
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impure Flames being ſo fierce as to conteſt with 
thoſe of unquenchable Fire. It is therefore, though 
a very impious, yet no unſkilful Artifice of thoſe 
who would vitiate Women in their Manners, to 
corrapt them in their Principles; and, by extinguiſh- 
ing all Hopes or Fears of another World, perſuade 
them to immerſe boldly into all the Abominations of 
this, It is ſaid, this is now an Art of Wooing, the 
modern Preludium to the baſeſt Propoſals. It ſeems 
this Age dares not truſt only to the former Ways of 
Seducement, fears there will not be Women enough 
that will forget the Interelts of another World ; 
and therefore is fain to ſet up a new Party of others 
to diſbelieve it. And I fear that Deſign has been 
too proſperous; many Women are ſo much more 
concerned for their Bodies than their Souls, that they 
are contented the one ſhould be elevated upon the 
Depreſſion and Debaſement of the other; and whillt 
with a vain Tranſport, they can hear their outward 
Form applauded, as angelical or divine, they can 
very tamely endure to have their better Part viliſied 
and deſpiſed, defined to be only a Puff of Air in their 
Noſtrils, which will ſcatter with their expiring 
Breath, or, in the Atheiſt's Phraſe, Wiſd. ii. 3. vas 
ni ſh as the ſoft air. Whereas they ſhould conſider, 
that they who preach this Doctrine to them, deſign 
it only to infer a pernicious Uſe. It is a Maxim in 
Politicks, that thoſe Counſels are ſuſpiciouſly to be 
ſcanned, which carry in their Front the Adviſer's 
Intereſt ; which certainly is never more viſible than 
in this Caſe, he that once gains this Point, never 
needing to conteſt for all the reſt. - For he that can 
perſuade a Woman out of her Soul will ſoon com- 
mand her Body; and then what was at firſt his In- 
- tereſt, becomes hers at laſt ; and her Wiſhes of the 
Mortality of her Soul, are much ſtronger than it is 
poſſible her Belief of it could be ; which confirms 

| | | abundantly 
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abundantly my Affirmation of the ſervile, wretched 


Condition of ſuchi a Perſon. For if we judge that 
a very ſevere Slavery which makes Feople deſirous 


to relign a temporal Being, what ſhall we think. of 
that which provokes them to renounce an eternal ? 


25. And now, by this Grada- 

Nethins can be tion of Miſchiefs, we may judge of 
mote deplorable the deplorab'e State of thoſe who 
than the State of have abandoned their Virtue 
them whe have wherein I doubt not the Conſcien- 
abandoned then ces of many cannot only atteſt, 
Virtue. but much improve the Defcrip- 
tion; and ail J ſhall ſay to ſuch is, 

only to conſult that Botom-monitor, which till they 
do, all Homilies will be inſignificant. My Deſign was 
not therefore to tell them what they too well fee], 


dut only to point out their Wrecks as Warnings to 


others. 8 
26. Let all thoſe therefore who 
Tr concerns thoſe ure yet untainted, and by being 


who are untaint- ſo, have their Judgments clear and 


ed, ty conſider unbiaſſed, conſider foberly the Mi- 
the Miferies of ſery of the other Condition, and 
the other Condi» that not only to applaud, but ſe- 
tion. cure their own ; and whenever the 
| outward Pomps and gaudy Splen- 

dors of a vitiated Woman feem, like that of Cg, 
to boaſt their Happineſs, let them look through 
that Fallacy, and anſwer with Selon, thut thoſe only 
are happy, who are ſo at their end, Their moſt cx- 
uiſice Decknigs are but like the Garlands on a Beaſt 
Tage for' Sacrifice ; their richeſt Gems are but 
the Chains, not of their Ornament, but Slavery; 
and their gorgeous Apparel, like that of ered, 
covers perÞaps a putrid Body, (for even that doth 
not ſeldom prove their Fate) or however, a more 
putrid Saul. They who can thus confider them, 


Will 
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will avoid one great Snare; for it is not always ſo 
much the Luſt of the Fleſh, as that of the Eyes, 
which betrays a Woman. It is the known Infir- 
mity of the Sex, to love Gaiety, and a ſplendid 
Appearance, which renders all Temptations of that 
Sort {o connatural to them, that thoſe who are not 
arrived to à more ſober Eſtinate of things, will 
ſcarce be ſecure. It will therefore be neceſlary for 
them to regulate their Opinions, and reduce all ſach 
things to their juſt Value, and then they will ap- 
. pear {0 trifling, that they can never maintain any 
Competition with the more folid Intereſts of Vir- 
tue and Honour. For tho” theſe Terms ſeem in this 
looſe Age to be exploded; yet where the things are 
vilidle, they extort a ſecret Veneration, even from 
thoſe who think it their Concern publickly to deride 
them: Whereas, on the other Side, 2 Defection 
from them expoſes to all the Contempt imaginable, 
renders them deſpiſed even by thoſe who betrayed 
them to it, lezves a perpetual Blot upon their 
Names and their Family. For, in the Character of 
a Woman, let Wit and Beauty, and all female Ae- 
complithments ſtand in the Front, yet if Wanton- 
neſs bring up the Rear, the Satyr ſoon devours the 
Panegyrick, and (as in an Echo) the laſt Words on- 
„ will reverberate, and her Vice will be remember. 
ed, when all the reſt will be forgot. But I need not 
declaim upon this Theme; the Son of Sirach has 
done it to my Hand, in many Paſlages, but eſpeci- 
ally Eecluſ. xxii. to which I refer the Reader. 

7. What hath been already 
ſald, is, 1 ſuppoſe, fuihcient to 
convince every Woman how much 
it is her Concern to keep herſelf 
ſtrictly within the Bounds of Mo- 
deity and Virtue. In order te 
which there is nothing more im- 


VOt. III. 2. 


A moſt import- 

ant Means of 

preſerving Mo- 
deſly, is a judi- 
cious Choice of 

Company. 
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182 Tho Ladies Calli. Part A 
portant than a judicious Choice of their Company 2 
I mean not only for Men, bat Women allo. Vice 
is contagious, and this eſpecially has that worlt 
Quality of the Plague, that it is malicious, and 
would infe& others. A Woman that knows herſelf 
ſcandalous, thinks ſhe. is reproached by the Virtue 
of another, looks on her as one that is h de to re- 
prove her ways, as it is, 1#;/d. ii. 14. and there- 


Fore in her own Defence {trives to level the Incqua- 
lity, not by reforming herſelf, (that ſhe thinks too 
hard a Taſk) but by corrupting the other. To 
this End, ſuch as are willing to ſcrew themſelves 
into an Acquaintance, will be officiouſly kind, and 
by all Arts of Condeſcenſion and Obliging, endea- 
vour to enſnare a Woman of Reputation into their 
Intimacy. And if they ſucceed, if they can but once 
entangle her into that Cobweb Friendihip; they 
then, Spider-like, infuſe their Venom, never leave 
their vile Inſinuations till they have poiſoned and 
ruined her. But and if, on the other Side, they meet 


with one f too. much Sagacity to be ſo entrapped, if 


they cannot taint her Innocence, they will endea- 
vour to blait her Fame; repreſent her to the World 


to. be what they would have made her, that is, in 
the Pijalmiſt's Phraſe, /uch a one as themſelves, 
P/al. 1. 21. So that there is no converſing with 


them, but with a manifeſt Peril either of Virtue or 


Honovr, which thould, methinks, be a ſufficient 
Diſſuallve. It is true, it is not always in one's 
Power to thun the Meeting with ſuch Perſons, they 
are too numerous, and too intruding to be totally 


avoided : Unleſs, as St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. v. 10. 


ee ſhould go out of ihe urid. But all voluntary 
Converſe ſuppoſes a Choice, and therefore every 


body that will may refrain that, may keep on the 


atmoſt Frontiers of Civility, without ever ſuffering 
any Approach towards Intimacy and Familiarity, 
N 28. And 
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Of Modeſty. 183 
28. And ſure, were this Di- 
tance duly obſerved, it might be Were the Virtu- 
of excellent Uſe, a Kind of lay ous ſhy herein, 
Excommunication, . which might it weight be 4 
come very ſeaſonably to ſupply Means of re- 
the Want of ecccleſiaſtick, now claiming thoſe 
out-dated. And this ſeems very that have beers 
well to agree with the Senſe of Looſe. 
Solon, the wile Athenien Law- | 
giver, who, beſides that he ſhut the. Temple. doors 
againſt them, interdicted them the ſacred Aſſem- 
blies; made it one of his Laws, that an Adultereſs 


ſhould not be permitted to wear any Ornaments,. 


that ſo they might in their Dreſs carry the Note of 
their Infamy. Should we bave the like Diſtinction 
obſerved, I fear many of our gayeſt Birds would be 
aplumed ; and though the ſame be n Ex- 
unplumed; and though the ſame be not now an 
pedient practicable, yet the former is, and might be 
of very good Uſe. For, belides that already men- 


tioned of ſecuring the Innocent, it might perhaps 


have a good Effect on the Guilty, who could not 
but reflect with ſome Shame on themſelves,. if they 
were thus ſingled out and diſcriminated ; whereas, 
whilſt they are ſuffered to mix with the belt Socie- 
tics, (like hurt Deer in a Herd) they flatter them- 
ſelves they are undiſcernable. 

29. But indeed the Advantage 
of this Courſe is yet more ex- It would alſo 
tenſive, and would reach the redeem the Sex 
hole Sex, which now ſeems to from the general 
lie under a general Scandal, for Scandal that lies 
the Fault of particular Perſons. it. 
e know any conſiderable Num- 
ber of ſmutty Kars caſts a Blackneſs on the whole 
Field, which yet, were they apart, would perhaps 
not fill a ſmall Corner of it; and in this uncharitable 
Age, things are apt to. be denominated, not from 
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. 184 The Ladies Calling. Part J. 
228 the greater, but worſer Part; whereas, were the 
2 precious ſevered from the vile, by fome Note of 
. Diſtinction, there might then a more certain Eſti- 
= mate be made : And 1 cannot be ſo ſevere to Wo- 
=_ mankind, as not to believe the ſcandalous Part 
= would then make but a ſmall Shew, which now 
=— makes ſo great a Noiſe. 
I * Jo. Beſides this, can ſuggeſt 
2 That the Ho- but one Way more for Women of 
5 our of Nomen Honour: to vindicate their Sex, | 
IN: May be /afe, and that is, hy mak; ing their own 
—_— there is need not Virtue as illuſtrious as they can; 
. ö en of Inno: and by the bright. Shine of that, 
—_ cence, but alſo draw off Mens Eyes from the 
2 Prudence. worier Proſpect. And to this 
5 there is required not only Inno- 
5 cency, but Prudence; to abſtain, as from all Teal 
3 Evil, fo from the appearance of it tog, 1 Thef. 
8 2. not, by any doubtful or ſuſpicious AB w 
35 give auy Umbrage for C -enſure, but, as the Dee 
8 ſays in another aſe, 2 Cor. xi. IT. fo cut off” oc 
. fron from them that defire occaſion; to deny hes 
„ ſelves the moſt innocent Liberties, when any ſcan- 
EO dalous Inference is. like to be deduced from them. 
— And though perhaps no Caution is enough to ſecure 
„ againſt the Malicious and the Jealous; thongh it is 
35 poſſible ſome black Mouth may aſperſe them, yet 
; they have ill Plato's Reſerve, who being told of 
ſome w_ had deſamed him, It is mo matter, faid he, 
1 will dive fo that none hall believe them. If their 
Lives be ſuch, that they may acquit themſelves to 
the ſober and unprejuciced, they have all the Secu- 
rity can be aſpired to in this World; the more e- 
v 8 Atteſtation they muſt attend from ehe uner- 
ing Tribunal hereafter; where there lies a certain 
* | Appeal f JOE all injured Perſons who can C2 Imly Walt 
_ roof | 
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Sect. II. Of Meeineſs. 


S 'E-.C 


Cf Meeknefs. 


T. IN the next place, we may | 

rank Meekneſs as a nece{ſ= Meeine/s is 4 
fary feminine Virtue ; this even yemiuine J irtuc, 
Nature ſeems to teach, which ab- pointed to by 
hors Monſtroſities and Diſpropor- Nature in the 
tions; and therefore having allot- Compoſition of 
ted to Women a more {mooth and the Sex. 
ſoft Compofition of Body, infers 
thereby her- Intention that the Mind ſhould cor- 
reſpond with it. For tho' the Adulterations of Art 


can repreſent in the ſame. Face Beauty in one Poſi- 


tion, and Deformity in another; yet Nature is 
more ſincere, and never meant a rene and clear 
Forehead ſhould be the Frontiſpiece to a cloudy 
tempeſtuous Heart. It is therefore to be wiſhed 


they would take the Admonition, and whillt they 


conſult their. Glaſſes, whether to applaud or im- 
prove their outward Vorm, they would caſt one 
Look inwards, and examine what Symmetry is 
there held with a fa Outſide; whether any Storm 
ol Paſſion darken and overcaſt their interior Beauty, 
and uſe at leaſt an equal Diligence to reſcve that, 
as they would to clear their Face from any Stain 
or Blemiſh. 

2. But it-is not Nature only. | 
which ſuggeſts this, but the God Particularly en- 
of Nature too, Meekneſs being jained by Reli- 
not only recommended to all as a. gion. 

Chriſtian Virtue, but particularly 
enjoined to Women as a peculiar Accompliſhment of 
| 23 their: 
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186 The Ladies Calling. Part J. 
their Sex, I Pet. iii. 4. where, after the Mention 
of all the exquiſite and coltly Deckings of Art, 
this one ornament of a meet and quiet ſpirit, is con- 
fronted to them, with this eminent Atteſtation, 
that it is iz the ſigbt of God of great price; and 
therefore to all who will not enter Diſpute with- 
God, and conteſt his Judgment, it muſt be ſo too. 
Now, though Meeknefs be in itfelt a ſingle entire 
Virtue, yet it is diverſified, according to the ſever- 


al Faculties of the Soul, over which it has Influ- 


ence; fo that there is a Meekneſs of the Under- 
ſtanding, a Meekneſs of the Will, and a Meekneſs 
of the Aﬀections ; all which muſt concur to make 
up the meek and quiet Spirit. | 
2. And firſt, for the Meckneſs 
1. Meekneſs of of the Underſtanding, it conſiſts 
Underſtanding. in a Pliableneſs to Conviction, and 
is directly oppoſite to that ſullen 
Adherence obſervable in too many, Who judge of 
Tenets, not by their Conformity to Truth and 
Reaſon, but to their. Prepoſſeſions, and tenaciouſly 
retained Opinions, only becaule they (or ſome in 
whom they conßde) have once owned them; and 
certainly ſuch a Temper is of all others the moſt 
obſtructive to Wiſdom. This puts them upon the 
Chance of à Lottery, and what they firſt happen to 
draw, determines them, merely npon the Privilege 
of its Precedency ; fo that had Hahne firſt ſeized 
them, his Tenure would-have been as indefeaſible 
as Chriſt's now. How great the Force of fuch 
Prejudices are, we may ice by the Oppolitions it 
raifed againſt Chriſtian Doctrine in groſs at its ſirſt 
Promulgation; the Jews blind Zeal for the Tradi- 
tions of their Fathers, engaging them in the Mur- 
der even of that very Meſhas whom thoſe Tradi- 
tions had taught them to expect; and after, in the 
Perſecution of that Doctrine which his Reſurrection 
: bad 
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had ſo irrefragably atteſted. - And to juſtify the 
Propriety of this Obſervation to thoſe I now write 
to, it is exprelly affirmed, As xiv. 50. that they 
made uſe of the Zeal of the female Proſelytes 
for that Purpoſe. . The Jews ſtirred up the devout 
and honourable wowen, and raiſed a perſecution a- 
gainſt Paul and Barnabas. So that it is no unſea- 


{onable Advice to ſuch, to be ſure they ſre well 


their Way before they run too. herce a Career in 
it; otherways the greateſt Heat without Light, 
des but reſemble. that of the bottomleſs Pit, where 
Flames and Darknels do at once cohabit. 
4. But whillt 1 decry this pre- 

Jadicate Stiffneſs, I intend not to It avoids thefx- 
plead for its contrary Extreme, tremes of Stiff- 
and recommend a 100 caſy Flexibi- neſs and Haſi- 
lity ; which is a Temper of equal, 26%. 

if not more ill. Conſequence than 

the former. The adhering to one Opinion can ex- 
poſe but to one Error, but a Mind that lies open 
to the Effluxes of all new Tenets, may ſucceſſively 
entertain. a whole Ocean of Deluſions: And to be 
thus yielding, is not a Meekneſs, but Servileneſs of 
Underſtanding. Indeed it is fo-great-a Weakneſs of 
Mind, that the Apoſtle ſinks it ſomewhat below the 
Impotence of Women, and reſembles it to that of 
Children, Eh. iv. 14. yet. it ſeems the Folly of 
ſome W omen had levelled them with. Children in 
this Matter; tor the ſame. Apoltle takes notice of 


ſach, to whom, as he gives the Epithet of Silly, 


ſo the latter Part of the Chatacter ſpeaks them in- 
corrigibly ſo, ever learning, and never able to come 
to the knowledge of the truth, 2 Tim. it. 7. a De- 
ſcription, which, if we compare with our Times, 
we mult think prophetick. For how. many Inſtances 
hath this Age given us of Women ſo led captive; 


who being either affected with the Novelty, or ſe- 


duced 
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188 The Ladies Calihng. Part . 
duced by the pretended” Zeal of a new Teacher, 
have given up their Underſtandings to hint; and for 
a while this ſtrong Man has kept Polleſſion, but 
when a {tronger than he hath come, it has fared as 
with him in the Goſpel, a Jouder Zcal, or a newer 
Doctrine ſoon divides his Spoils; and that by Force 
of the very fame Principle on which he ſet up, 
which within a while undermines the latter allo : 
and ſo ſueceſſively, till the poor Proſelyte has been 
hurried through. all. the Mazes of wild Error, and 
at laſt perhaps (like a Palate diſtracted by too 
much Variety) ſhe fixes upon that which at firſt ſhe 
molt decried. This has been eventually true in 
fome, who ſetting out in the fierceſt Deteſtation of 
Popery, have wandered fo long, like the blinded Sy- 
riaus, 2 Kings vi. 29. that they have at lait found 
themſelves in the Midſt of Sumaric; by an inſenlible 
circular Motion been brought about to that Religion 
from which alone they deſigned to fly. So lutle do 
itching Ears know whither. they may be carried: 
And indeed the Far, when infected with that prurient 
Humour, may vie Muüchiefs with the Jonguc, 
which St. James tells us, Chap. iii. 6. is (though 


a little Member) a world of inigutty. 


5. It is therefore: the moſt im- 
Women, by the portant Concern of all, to fortity 


Opinion ef their that ſo aſſailable Part; but it is 
Eaſineſs, are 


eſpecially ſo of Women, not only 
rendered more in reſpect of that natural Imbecil- 
expo/ea. to- Se- lity, which renders them liable to 
duction. Seducement, . but alſo- becauſe the 
Opinion of their being ſo, makes 

them particularly aimed at by Seducers. For, as he 
who is to put off adulterated Wares, will chule the 
moſt unwary Chapmen, ſo theſe. Sophiſticators of 
Dwinity deſire the moſt undiſcerning Auditors. 
Aud truly, that ſo many of that Scx are ſo, I do 
; | not 
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not ſo much impute to any natural DefeR, as to the 
looſe Notions they have of Religion, of which they 
have perhaps ſome general confuſed Apprehenſions, 
but have ſo little penetrated the Depth of it, that 
they know not why they are Chriſlian, rather than 


Turks, why of the Church of England rather than 


that of Noiue or Geneva, And while they are thus 
unſixcd, and have no better Principle than Cuſtom 
and Compliance, they have nothing to antwer to a- 
ay the groficit Deceit that can be obtruded upon 
then, which, for ought they know or have conſi- 
dered, may be as true as any thing they formerly 
profelſed. Now, when any one in this Condition 
{all be aſſaulted, not only by the repeated Impor- 
tunities of falſe Teachers, but alfo by ingeminated 
Threatnings of Hell and Damnation ; the is like one 
awaked by the Outcry of Fire, and in that Amaze 


will be apt to run wherever the firſt Diſcoverer of. 
her Danger ſhall lead her. 


6. I tha!l therefore moſt earneſt - 
ty recommend it as the belt Anti- Tc beff Anti- 
dote agamſt the Poiſon of novel date againfi na- 
Doctrines, to examine well the vel Dactrines is 
Grounds of the old. For want to underſtaud 
of this it is that our Church has the Graunds of 
been. expoſed to ſo many frivo- the cid. 
lous Cawils, it being too incident 


to the perverſe Pride of human Nature to ſpeak 


Evil of things we underſtand: not, And had our 
She-zeatots firſt conſulted ſome ſober Guides, and 
from them underſtood upon what Grounds the 
Practice as well as Doctrine of our Church was 
founded, they could not fo. eaſily have been carried 
away by every wind, of doctrine, as the Apoltle 
phraſes it, Eph. iv. 14. 


v. Indeed 
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| 7. Indecd this is no more than 
Common Fuſtice common Juſtice exacts, Which for- 


obliges to 9 bids the condemning even the vileſt 
before we colts , Matefattor unheard, (and unheard 
eren. and not underſtood are in this Caſe 


Terms equivalent) yet fure they 
owe ſomething more to that Church from whoſe Mi- 
niltry the nſelves muſt confeſs to have derived their 
Chriſtianity, in whoſe Boſom they have been che- 
riſhed, and confe quently may plead a Mother's 
Right in them. So that unleſs Poſſeſſion, which 


fortines civil Rights, deſtroys the eccleſialtick, 


ihe may challenge, beſides that natural Jullice, 
(which is the chmmon Due of Humanity) a PO 
rental Reſpect and Reverence, a Debt which is {ure 
very ill anſwered by thoſe who caſt off her Ob«di- 
ence before they have at all conſidered what it is the 
commands. And if the abdicating a Child be. a 
thing fo unnatural, as needs ſome very important 
Caule to juſtify it; the renouncing of a Parent muſt 
require a Reaſon as far tranſcending that, as the 
Guilt does, if it be cauſeleſs; and ſuch it mult in- 
vitably be in all, who, for want of due Examina- 
tion, fuffer themſelves to be led into groundleſs 
Prejudices and Diſguſts. 
8. To prevent- that Guilt, .and 
[omen of Qua- a Multitude of others which n ring 
lity cant bet. from it, I muſt again repeat may 
ter employ their Propoſal, that Women of Quait- 
Leiſure, than in ty (who are preſumed to want 
loo ting into the neither Parts nor Leifure for it) 
ee of the would a liztle look into the Inſide 
Religion the) of the Religion they profeſs : If it 
profes, be a true one, it will bear the In- 
ſpection, Truth never ſhunning 
the Light; if it be not, the Diſcovery cannot be 
wo early. And, indeed, among the bs remark- 
able 


— : 
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able Impreſſes of Truth our Church bears, this is 
one, that the does not blindfold her Proſelytes, 
leaves them the Uſe ol their diſcerning Faculty, 
and does not, by obtruding upon them an im- 
plicite Belief, force chem to lay down their Reaſon 
when they take up their Faith. And now, wh 
ſhould not Ladies ſpend a few of their many idle 
Hours in this Inquiſition, TI mean, not to embark 
themſelves in a Maze of Controverſies, but only to 
diſcern thoſe plain Grounds of Truth on which our 
Church builds; which, if well digeſted, will prove 
a better Amulet againſt Deluſion than the reading 
whole Tomes of Diſputations, more apt to diſtract 
than fortify their Underſtandings. And had they 
thus done, had their Minds been ballaſted by ſober 
Principles, ſo many of them had never made up the 
Triumphs of ſo many and fo various Seducers. And 
though to ſuch this Advertiſement may come too 
late, (like Aſſiſtance after a Defeat) yet it may be a 
ſeaſonable Caution to others, and to thoſe I offer it, 
as that very Temper wherein conſiſts that rational 
Meckneſs of the Underſtanding I would recommend 
to them, which is equally violated by blind Obſti- 
nacy, or as blind a Flexibility. 
9. A ſecond Sort of Meekneſs 
is that of the Will, which lies in 2. Meekne/5 v 
its juſt Subordination and Submiſ- Vill, which js 
lon to a more ſupreme Authority, regulated by the 
which, in divine things, is the Will ef Cod in 
of God; in natural or moral, right hing /uperna- 
Reaſon; and in human Conſtitu- furai. 
tions, the Command of Superiors. 5 
And ſo long as the Will governs itſelf by theſe in 
their reſpective Orders, it tranſgreſles not the 
Meekneſs required of it. But Experience atteſts, 
that the Will is now in its Depravation an imperi- 
ous Faculty, apt to calt off that Subjection to 
which 
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which it was deſigned; and act. independently from 
thoſe Motives which ſhould influence it. This, 
God knows, is too common in all Ages, all Condi- 
tions and Sexes : but the feminine lies more eſpe- 
cially under an ill Name for it. Whether that have 
grown from the low Opinion conceived of their 
Reafon, leſs able to maintain its Empire, or from 
the multiplied habitual Inſtances themſelves have gt- 


ven of unruly Wills, I ſhall not undertake to de- 


termine; but either Way it is, I am ſure, ſo great 
a Reproach as they ſhould be very induſtrious to 
wipe off. And truly I know nothing more incentive 


to that Endeavour, than the having a right Eſtimate 


of the Happineſs as well as Virtue of a governable 
Will. How calmly do thoſe glide through all (e- 
ven the rougheſt) Events, that can but maſter that 
ſtubborn Faculty * A Will reſigned to God's, how 
does it engrvate and enfeeble any Calamity ! Nay 
indeed, it triumphs over it, and by that Conjunction 
with him that ordains it, may be ſaid to command 
even what it ſuffers. It was a philoſophical Maxim, 
that a wife moral Man could not be injured, could 
not be miſerable. But ſure it is much more true of 
him who has that divine Wiſdom of Chriſtian Re- 
ſigaation, that twiſts and inwraps all his Choices 
with God's, and is neither at the Pains nor Hazard 
ot his own Elections; but is ſecure, that unleſs 
Omniſcience can be deceived, or Omnipotence de- 
feated, he ſhall have what is really beſt for him. 
| to. Proportionable (tho' not 
By Kenjon in equal) to this, is the Happineſs 
things natural. oft a Will regulated by Reaſon in 
| things within its Sphere; it is the 
Dignity of human Nature, and that which diſtin- 
guiſhes it from that of Beaſts. Yea, cven thoſe 
grow more contemptible in their Kinds, the farther 
they are removed from it. The ſtupid RO 
| O 
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of an Aſs has rendered it proverbial for Folly, 
when the Tractableneſs of other Animals has 
tompted ſome to lift them among Rationals. Be- 
ſides, Reafon affords ſomething of a Baſis and Foun- 
dation for the Will to bottom on. He that governs 
himſelf by Reaſon (that being ſtill the ſame) will act 
equally and conſonant to himſelf; but he that does 
a thing this Moment, only becauſe he will, may 
the next have as weig ghty an Argument to do ſome- 
thing quite contrary ; and ſo may ſpend his whole 
Tine in unravelling his /þiders wevs, as the Prophet 
riphely calls the vain Deſigns of ſuch brutiſh Men 
{/:1ah lix. 5. Not to ſpeak of thoſe Recoilings — 
Upraidings of the rational Faculties, which arc the 
uncaſy Attendants of thoſe who reſt its more dire& 
Admonitions ; there is n othing expoſes to more ſe- 
cular Ruins. An. ungovernable Will is the moſt 
ptecipitons thing imag mable, and, like the Devil in 
the Swine, hurries headlong to Deſtraction; ; ant 
yet deprives one of that poor Reſerve, that faint 
Comfort of the miſerable, Pity ; which will not be 
ſo much invited by the Miſcry, as averted by that 
Wilfolneſs which cauſed it, Nay, indeed, fo little 
can tach Perſons expect the C ompaſſion of others, 
that it will be hard for them to afford themſelves 
their own: The Conſciouſneſs that their Calami- 
tics are but the Iſſues of their own Perverſeneſs, be- 
ing apt to diſpoſe them more to Hate than Pity. 
nd this is no ſmall Accumulation of Wretchedneſs, 
whe a Man ſuffers not only directly, tut at the 
Rebound too; reinflicts his Miſeries upon himſelf, 
by a grating Reflexion on his own |] Madneſs. Yea, 
ſo great an Aggravation is it, that even Hell itſelf 
is enhanced and compleated by it; all the Torments 
there being edged and ſharpened by the woful Re- 


membrance that they might once have been avoid- 
1 


* 


Vol. III. 3 1 LT. In 


4 
* 


* 


— — — As 


— 
2 _— 


— ects 


—— 


2 1 A ——— * 
* — — - =_ 
pA 7 ee RR - . 


— 
— 


— — — — 


£ 
2— ꝶG me nts mat 


” id *. E 
SSA. 


* = Jong 
n 


oY R * 
1 on Lo. - 


* 
4 
N 
2 
5 
* 
1 
o 
. 
2 
2 
* 
"Xx 
VA 
». 
1 


7 94 The Ladies Calling 2 Part I. 


17. In the laſt place, a Will. 

In civil Offces duly ſubmiſſive to lawful Superi- 
by the Will of ors, is not only an amiable thing 
Superiors. in the Eyes of others, but ex- 
ceedingly happy to one's ſelf; it 

1s the Parent of Peace and Order both publick and 
private. A bleſſing fo conſiderable, as is very 
cheaply bought with a little receding from one's 
own Will or Humour: Whereas the contrary Tem- 
er is the Spring and Original of infinite Confu- 
ions, the grand Incendiary which ſets Kingdoms, 


Churches, Families, in Combuſtion ; a flat Contra- 


diction, not only to the Word, but even the Works 
of God; a Kind of Anticreative Power, which re- 
duces things to that Chaos from whence God drew 


them. Our Age has given us too many and too 


pregnant Inſtances of its miſchievous Effects, which 
may ſerve to enhance the Value of that governable 
malleable Temper I now recommend. And as a 
Will thus reſigned to Reaſon and juſt Authority, is 
a Felicity all rational Natures ſhonld aſpire to; fo 


_ eſpecially the feminine Sex, whoſe Paſſions being 


naturally the more impetuous, ought to be the more 
ſtrictly guarded, and kept under the ſevere Diſci- 


pline of Reaſon ; for where it is otherways, where 


a Woman has no Guide but her Will, and her Will 
is nothing but her Humour, the Event is ſure to be 
fatal to herſelf, and often to others alſo. 

12. And the Hazard of this 
The Reſtraint of renders that other Reſtraint of the 
the Will is a Will, I mean that of Obedience 


happy Impoſt- to Superiors, a very happy Impo- 
tion. lition; though perhaps it is not 

: always thought ſo; for thoſe 
who reliſt the Government of Reaſon are not very 
apt to ſubmit to that of Authority. Yet ſure God 


and Nature do atteſt the particular Expediency of 
*: this 
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this ro Women, by having placed that Sex in a Pe- 


oree of Infcriority to the other. Nay farther, it is 


obſervable, that as there are but three States of 


Life, through which they can regularly paſs, viz. 
Virginity, Marriage, and Widowhood ; two o 
them are States of Subjection, the firlt to the Pa- 
rent, the ſecond to the Huſband ; and the third, 
as it is caſual, whether ever they arrive to it ox 
no, ſo if they do, we find it by God himſelf reckon- 
ed as a Condition the moſt deſolate and deplorable. 
If 1 ſhould fay this happens upon that very Score, 
that they are left to their own Guidance, the fad 
Wrecks of many would too much juſtify the Gloſs; 
but however it evinces, that God ſets not the ſame 
Value upon their being maſterleſs, which ſome of 
them do, whillt he reckons them moſt miſerable, 
when they are moſt at liberty. 

12. And ſince God's Aſſigna- 990 
tion has thus determined Subjec- Submiſſion is by 
jection to be the Womens Lot, Cod An- 
there needs no other Argument of ment the Lot of 
its Fitneſs, or for their Acqui- omen. 
elcence. Therefore, whenever they | 
oppoſe it, the Contumacy flies higher than the imme- 
qiate Superior, and reaches God himſelf. And 1 am 
apt to think there would not many of that timorous 
dex dare ſo far, were it not for ſome falſe Punctilios 
of Honour, which . thoſe among our Dueliſts) 
have impoſed themſelves. Theſe repreſent Meek- 
neſs and Submiſhon as a filly (heepiſh Quality, unfit 
tor Women of Breeding and Spirit; whilſt an im- 
perious Obſtinacy paſſes tor Nobleneſs and Greatneſs 
of Mind. Rut alas | they are wofully miſtaken in 
their Notion of a great Spirit, which couſiſts in 
icorninvg to do unworthy and vile things, and cou- 
ragionſly encountering the adverſe Events of Life, 
not in ſpurning at Duty, or ſeeking to pull them. 

2 {elves 
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Fives from tnat Spnere where the Divine Wiſdom 
hath placed them. No ſure, Stubbornneſs is the 
Mark only of a great Stoinach, not of a great 
Mind; and the Cruelty of a Coward may as well 
denominate him valiant, as the Ungovernableneſs 
of a Woman can ſpeak her gencrous. 
14. In this I preſume I ſpeak 
Nothing is more the Common Senfe of all; for 
edrous than a what Value ſoever they put upon 
imperiais I. themfelves, nothing renders them 
man. leſs acceptable to others; an im- 
erious Woman being a Plague to 
her Relatives, and a Deriſion to Strangers, yea, and 
a Torment to herfelf ; every the leaſt Contracliction 
{which a meek Perſon would paſs over infenfibly) 
Inflaming ſuch an unruly Temper, and tranſpor ting 
her to ſuch Extravagancies, as often produce very 
miſchievous Effects. On the sther Side, if the be 
tumoured and complied with, that ferves only to 
make her more infolent and intolerable; makes ſier 
Humours grow to ſuch a Height, that ſhe knows 
not herſelf what would pleaſe her, and yet expects 
that others ſhould: So that to ſuch a one we may 
apply what Haumbal ſaid of Marcellus, That if he 
were vanquiſhed, he never gave reit to himſelf, nor 
if he were victorious, to others. Certainly the Un- 
ealineſs of a-perverſe Spirit is ſo great, that could 
ſuch come but to compare it with the calm and hop- 


* py Serenity of Meekneſs and Obedience, there would 


need no other Lecture to commend them to their 
Eſteem or Practice. 

15. The laſt Branch of Mcek- 

2. Meekne/i of meſs is that of Affections, and con- 

Acoctions. ſiſts in reducing the Paſſions to 

a Temper and Calmnefs, not ſut- 

fering them to make Uproars within to diſturb one's 


ſelf, nor withont to the diſquicting of others: And 


to 


— nt 
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to this — Meekneſs is generally ſubſervient. 


Yet becau 


e the correcting of ſome particular Paſ- 
| lions are more immediately aſſignable to other Vir- 
tues, I ſhall inſiſt only upon that on which this has 
a more direct and peculiar Influence, I mean Anger, - 


a two-edged Paſſion, which, whillt it deals its Blows 


without, wounds yet more fatally within. 


The 


Commotion and Vexation which an angry Man feels 
is far more painful than any thing he can ordinarily 
inflict upon another; herein julſtiſy ing the Epithet 


uſually given to Anger, that it is a ſhort Madneſs; 


for who that were in- his right Wits would incur a 


greater Miſchief to do a leſs. 


It is indeed 20 great 


2 Diſtemper of the. Mind, that he that is poſleſſed 


with it is incompetent for any ſober Undertaking, - 
and ſhould as much be ſuſpended from acting, as one 
This was the judgment 

and Practice too of Plato, who going to chaltiſe a a 


in a Pbrenſy or- Lunacy. 


Servant, and. finding hiniſelf grow angry, ſtopt his 
Correction; a Friend coming in, and atking what 


he was doing, puuiſhiug, replies he, an angry man, 


as thinking .himſelt unfit to dilc.pline another till he 


nd ſubducd his own Paſhon. 


Another Time, his 
Slave having offended. him,  wouid beat thee, ſays » 


he, but that I am augry. It were endleſs indeed to re- 


cite the black Epithets given by all Moraliſts to this 
it . ſhall ſuffice to take the Suffrage of the 


V Ce . 


waſeſt of Men, one that had acquainted himſelf to - 
eu madueſs and folly, Ecclel. i. 17. and we find : 


”* 
— 


'cclef. Vile 1. 

16. And What is thus .uatver-"- 
iullv unbecoming to human Na- 
ture, cannot {ſure be leſs indecent 
tor the gentler Sex; it is, rather 
more ſo, every thing contracting 


it his Sentence, that anger reſts in the boſom of fools, + 


Vietert Paſſie n 


moſt indecent in * 


Iemen. 


% much more of Detormity, by how much it re- 
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198 The Ladies Calling. Part J. 
cedes from its proper Kind. Now Nature hath be- 
friended Women with-a more cool and temperate 
Conſtitution, put Jeſs of Fire, and conſequently of 
Choler, in their Compoſitions ; ſo that their Heats 
of that Kind are adventitious and preternatural, 
raiſed often by Fancy or Pride, and fo both look 


more unhandſomely, and have leſs of Preteace to veil: 


and cover them. Beſides Women have a native 


Feebleneſs, unable to back and aſſert their Angers 
with any effective Force, which may admonith them. 
it was never intended they ſhould let looſe to that 


Paſſion, which Nature ſeems by that very Unability 


to have interdicted them. But when they do it, 


they render themſelves at once deſpiſed and abhor- 


red; nothing being more ridiculouſly hateful than an 


impotent Rage. 

1% But as the moſt feeble In- 
E/pecially when ſect may ſometimes diſturb, though 
it breaks ont in not much hurt us, ſo there is one 


Clamours and feminine Weapon, which as it is 


Scolding. always ready, ſo proves often 

-- troubleſome, I mean the Tongue, 
which, though in its loudeſt Clamours, can natural- 
ly invade nothing but the Ear, yet even that is a 
Moleſtation. The Barking of a Dog, though we 
are ſecure he cannot bite, is a grating unpleaſant 


Sound; and while Women ſeek that Way to vent 
their Rage, they are but a Sort of ſpeaking Brutes, 


and ſhould conlider whether that do not reffect 

more Contempt upon themſelves, than their moſt 
virulent Reproaches can fix upon others. 

18. But ſome things have had 

Which the“ for- the Luck to acquire a Fotmidable- 

midable, makes neſs no body knows how, and ſure 

uo Aivanitge. there is no greater Inſtance of 

it than in this Caſe, A clamor- 

ous Woman is looked on, thongh not: with Rever- 

| ence, 
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ence, yet with much Dread; and we often find 
things done to prevent or appeaſe ber Storms, 
which wonld be-denied to the calm and rational De- 
lires of a mecker Perſon. And perhaps fuch Suc- 
ceſſes have not been a little acceſſory to the to- 
menting the Humour: Yet furs it gives them little 
Cauſe of Triumph, when they conſider how odious 
it makes them, how unfit (yea intolerable) for hu- 
man Society; let them take the Verdict of Solomon, 
who declares it better to dwell in à corner of a houfe 
top, than with a bramliug woman in a wide houſe, 
Prov. xxv. 24. Nor does the Son of Sirach ſpeak 
jeſs ſharply, though more ironically, Ecciuſ. xxvi. 
27. A land crying woman and a ſcold, ſhall le 
{ought ant to drive away the ene. And though 
he taxes the feminine Vices impartially enough, 
yet there is ſcarce any of them which he more 
often and more ſeverely brands than 'this of 
Unquictneſs. - It ſeems it was a' thing generally 
looked on as very unſufferable, as appears by Socru- 
tes, who-when he deſigned to dilcip ne himſelf to 
perfect Patience and Tolerance, knew no better 
Way of Exerciſe, than to get a Shrew to his Wife, 
an Excellence that may perhaps again recom- 
mend a Woman, when we fall to an Age of Philo- 
ſophers; but at preſent it will be hard for any of 
dur Xatippes to find a Socrates; and therefore that 


Quality is as deſtructive to their Intereſts in getting 


Hufbands, as it is to the Huſband's Quiet when he 

is got. But I preſume I need not declaim further 
againſt this Fault, which I ſuppoſe cannot de fre- 

zuent among that Rank of Women to whom this 

PFract is intended; for if neither moral nor divine 

_onfiderations have prevented it, yet propably Ci- 

vility and a genteel Education hath ; a Scold bein; 

Creature to be looked for only in Stalls and Mar- 

kts; not among Perſons ot Quality. Yet if 'there 
| OT be 
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1 200 The Ladies Calling, Part h. 
be any that have deſcended to fo fordid a Practices 
they have ſo far degraded themſelves, that they are 
not to wonder if others ſubtract that Reſpect which 
upon other accounts they might demand. 
| 19. And. to fach I ſhould re- 
They whoſe An- commend the uſual Method of Pby- 
ers are thus lick, which is to cure by Revul- 
| zmpotent againſ! ton ; let that ſharp Humour which 
A others, ſh u, ſo habitually flows to the Tongue, 
1 turm the Fury an be taught a little to recoil, and 
_ themſelves. work. inward ; and inſtead of re- 
N | viling others, . diſcipline and cor- 
rect themſelves; let them upbraid their own Mad- 
nefs, that to gratify an impotent, nay a molt pain- 
ful Paſſion, have degenerated from what their Na- 
tute, their. Qualities, their. Education deſigned 
them. And if they can thus reverie their Diſplea- 
ſures, it will not only ſecure others from all- their 
indecent Aſſaults, but it will. at- Jaſt . extinguith 
them. For Anger is- corroſive, and if it. be kept 
only to feed upon itſelf, mult be its own. Devourer ; 
it it be permitted to fetch.no Forage from without, 
nor to nouriſh itſelf with Suſpicions and Surmiſes 
of others, nor to make any Sallies at the Tongue, 
it cannot long hold. out. | 
20. And how. much they will 
To beclamorows herein conſult their Intereſt and 
ts a ſigu of Fol their Reputation too, they may 
8 be taught by So/o-7:, who makes 
it the diſtinctive /, of a fooli/h 


woman to be clamorous, Prov. ix. 13. whereas, 


OS 
OC 
+ 
* 


EY when he gives the Character of his excellent Wo- 
ol man, he links Wiſdom and. Gentleneſs together; 
; ſhe openeth her Mouth.-with wiſdom, and in her tongue 
— is the law of Findus, Prov. xxXki. 26. If this 
1 Verdict may be admitted, (as ſure it ought, whe- 


ES zher we conſider his Wiſdom, or dear bought Ex- 
TR Petlence 
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perience in Women) it will confute the eommon 
Plea of querulous Spirits, Who think to ſeem in- 
ſenſible of any the feaſt Provocation, is to appear 
lilly and ſtupid; though truly if it were * ir 
would be full as eligible as to appear mad and ra- 
ving, as they commonly do in the Tranſport of 
their Fury. | 

21. To conclude, Meckneſs is | 7 
ſo amiable, ſo endearing a Quality, Were the Beun- 
and fo peculiarly embelliſhing to ty of Meekne/7 
Women, that. did they but all -con/idered, it 
conhder it with Half the Atten- world be taken 
tion they do their more trivial ug instead of o. 
exterior Ornaments, it would cer- ther Ornaments. 
*1inly be taken up as the univerſal | 
Mode, in all the ſeveral Variations of it this-Section 
has preſented. 


3. x 6:6. 
Of Compaſſion. 


. F near Affinity to the Vir- 

tue of Meekneſs, is that Compaſſion is 4 
of Mercy and Compafhon, which ferminineViriue, 
indeed can fcarce thrive in any that has an A 
ace where the fornier hath not firity to Meek 
oropared the Soil: Anger and Ob- %. 
„ nacy being like that rough Eaſt 
Vind which brought the #gyptian Locuſts, Exod. 
«. 13. to eat up every green thing in the Land. 
A Mind haraffed with its own Impatiency, is not at 
'-iſare to obſerve, much leſs to condole the Calami- 
tics of others. But as a calm and clear Day be- 
ends us with a more diſtinct ProfpeaA of diſtant 

Objects 3 
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_ | Objects; fo when all is quiet and ſerene within us, 
_ we can then look about us, and difcern what Exi- 
"5 gencies ot others invite our Pity. 


| 2. ] need not fay much to raiſe 

It is a Virtue an Eſtimate of this Virtue, fince it 
ſeated in ow is ſo eſſential to our Nature, fo 
mo/t inward interwoven in the Compoſition of 
ſenſible Part, Humanity, that we find in Scripture 
cr Bowels, Phraſe Compaſſion is generally ſeated 
in the moſt inward ſenſible Part of 

our Frame, the Bowels. So, Col. iti. 12. Put on there- 
fore bowels of mercy ; and Phil. ii. 1. Bowels and 
mercies. So that a ctuel ruthleſs Perſon unmans 
himſelf, and is by the common Vote of Mankind 
to be liſted among Erutes; nay, not among the bet- 
ter, but only the more hateful noxious Sort of 
them. 


3. But this is yet more unna- 
#* is moſt conna. tural in the female Sex, which be- 
tral to the fe. ing of ſofter Mold, is more pliant 
male Sex. and yielding to the Impreſſions of 
Pity, and by the Strength of Fan- | 
cy redoubles the Horror of any fad Object. Yeaſo | 
remarkable is this Tenderneſs, that God, when he 
would molt magnify his own Compaſſion, illuſtrates 
it by that of Women, as the higheſt human In- 
ſtance. Indeed, ſuch a Propenſion have Women to 
Commiſcration, that they are uſudlly taxed with an 
Exceſs in it; ſo that any imprudent Lenity is pro- 
verbially called, A womanith Pity ; and therefore it | 
may be thought an {npertinence to exhort them to | 


WO ds 


that which they can ſcarce.avoid. But to this Lan- 

. 1 5 . ; 
ſwer, firſt, that in this degenerous Age, it is no MF * 
News to ſee People violate their Inſtincts, as well 


as their Duties, and be worſe than their Nature in- 
clines them; many Sins being committed even a. 
gain; 


* 
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gainſt the Grain, and with Violence to Conſtitu- 
tion. | | 

4. Yet, ſecondly, it is not a 
mere Melting of the Eyes, or II nota Meli- 
Learning of the Bowels I] delign ing of the Eyes, 
ro recommend; alas! their Tears or Tearning of 
will not be Drink to a thirſty the Bowels, but 
Soul, nor will ſhivering at his a charitable 
Nakedneſs clothe him. This is Concern to help 
uch an infigniticant Mercy as St. and relieve. 
James deſcribes, ſaying to a Bro- 
ther or Siſter, Be ye warmed, be ye filled, but not 
giving them things needful ts the body, Chap. ii. 16. 
indeed, ſhe that weeps over theſe Diſtreſſes ſhe will 
not relieve, might have been fit to be entered 
in the Liſt of the mourning Women among the 
jews and Heathens, who were hired to make up 
the tragick Pomp of Funerals with their mercenary 
Sorrow, but had no reaFConcern in that Loſs they 
ſeemed to bewail. It is therefore a more active 
Sort of Compaſſion to which I would invite them; 
and yet for Method's fake, I ſhall conſider it under 


two diſtin Heads, Giving and Forgiving. 


5. By Giving, in this Place, 1 
mean not a general Liberality, 1. By Civing, 
(though that prudently bounded, or Liberality. 
is an Excellence well becoming 
Perſons of Fortune) but only ſuch a Giving as ter- 
minates upon the Needy, and is applied to ſuccour 
their Indigencies. To give to thoſe from whom 
they may expect Returns, may be a Deſign, but at 
the beſt can * but Generoſity and Frankneſs of Hu- 
mour. It is only then Merc in Chriſt himſelf has 
defined it) when it is to thoſe from whom they can 
hope for nothing again. 


6. And 
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6. And in this Virtue Wo- 
This was a men have in former Ages emi- 
principal Part mently excelled ; yea fo eſſen- 
of the Character tial was it, that we ſind Solomon 


% Solomon's thought not their Character com- 


virtuous Woman pleat without it, but numbers it 
to ſtretch forth among the Properties of his vir- 
her Hand to the tuous Woman, Prov. XXXI. 20. 
Poor. She !tretcheth forth her hand to 1he 

poor, and reacheth her hand to the 
needy. Andit is a little obſervable, that after he 
has deſcribed her Induſtry. and Diligence for the ac- 
quiring of Wealth, this is ſet in the Front of his 
Diſburſements, as the principal Uſe ſhe made of it: 
and precedes her providing Scarlet for her-Honſhold, 
or fine Linen and Purple for herſelf, ver, 21, 22. 
The Application is very obvious, and admoniſhes 


all that own the ſame Title of virtuous Women, to 


prefer the Necethties of others before their own 
Superſſuities and Delicacies. Nay, if they look 
further, and conſider who it is that is perſonated 
in the Poor, that begs in every needy diſtreſſed Sup- 
pliant, and that will finally own every Act of Mer- 
cy as done to himſelf; methinks they ſhould ſome- 
times think fit to ſacrifice even their moſt moderate 
Enjoyments to their Charity, be aſhamed to ſerve 
themſelves before their Saviour, or let him ſtand 
naked and hungry, whilft' they are ſolacing with 
that which ſhould relieve him. 
7. But how then ſhall they an- 
This Kelizf of ſwer it, who ſuffer him to be 
others is ſup- ſupplanted, not by their Needs, 
planted by /ant- but Exceſſes; who have ſo de- 
ty and Luxury. voted their Hearts and Purſes to 
Vanity and Luxury, that they 
have neither Will nor Power to ſuccour the Wants 
of others? How unequal and diſproportionate is 
: it, 
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it, that thoſe who ſtudy to fling away Money upon 


themſelves, cannot be tempted, by any Importuni- 
ty and Diſtreſs, to drop an Alms to the Poor? 
What a prepolterous Sight is it to fee a Lady, 
whole gay Attire gives her the Glittering of the 
Sun, yet have nothing of its other Properties, ne- 
ver to cheer any drooping languiſhing Creature by 
her Influence? It is the Counſel of the Son of 
Sirach, not to give the AY any e to curſe thee, 
Eceluſe iv. 5. But ſure ſuch Perſons do it, if the 
Poor happen not to have more Charity than they 
-xemplity to them. For when they ſhall find ſuch 
hard Hearts under ſuch ſoft Raiment, ſee them be- 
ſow fo much upon the decking their own Bodies, 
and do nothing towards the neceliary Support of 
theirs-; it is a ſhrewd Trial of their Meckneſs. 
Poverty is apt of itſelf to embitter the Spirit, and 
needs not ſuch an additional Temptation. 

8. Nay farther, when a poor 
ſtarving Wretch ſhall look upon hich laviſh 
one of theſe gay Creatures, and Experce is the 
fee that any one of the Baubles, alt ſparp Inict- 
the looſeſt Appendage of her tation of the 
Dreſs, a Fan, a Buſk, perhaps Poor ta Dupatte 
a black Patch, bears a Price euce. ; 
that would warm his empty 
Bowels; will he not have ſharp Incitations, not 
only to execrate. her Pride, and his own Poverty, 
but conſequently to repine at the unequal Diſtribu- 
tion of Providence, and add Sin to his Miſery ? 
The Denial therefore of an Alms may be a double 
Cruelty, to the Soul as well as to the Body. It is 
{aid of Aenocrates, that a chaced Bird flying to his 
Boſom, he reſcued it with much Satisfaction, ſay- 
ing he had not betrayed a Suppliant ; but this is in 
that Cafe reverſed, and in an higher Inſtance ; for 
„hat can be more the betraying of a Suppliant, 

Vor. III. 8 thang 
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than, inſtead of ſupplying his Wants, to rob him of 
his Innocence, and be his Snare in lieu of his Re- 
fuge ? This is a Conſideration I with more deeply 
impreſſed upon the Women of this Age ; and truly 
it is their Concern it ſhould be fo ; for ſince at the 
laſt Day the Inqueſt ſhall be ſo particnlar upon this 


very thing, it is but neceflary they ſhould examine 
how they are fitted to paſs that Teſt, 


| 9. Let them therefore keep a 
Women of Qua- preparatory Audit within their 
lity ſhould au- own Breaſt, reflect upon the Ex- 
dit the Expences pences of their Vanity, what the 
of Vanity and Delicacy of their Food, what the 


Cfbarity. Fichneſs and Variety of their 


Cloaths ; nay, what the mere 
Hypocrilies of their Dreſs, in falſe Hair and Com- 
lexion, has coſt them; to which they may alſo 
add the Charge of their Recreations and Divertiſe— 
ments, thoſe coſtly Arts of chacing away that 
Time, which they will one Day wilh to recal : Let 
them, I ſay, compute al] this, and then confront 
to it the Account of their Charity, and I much fear 
the latter will with many of them be comparatively 
as undiſcernable, as Socratzs found Alcibiadess 
Lands in the Map of the whole World, be ſo per- 
fectly overwhelmed, that it will appear little in their 
own Sight, and nothing in God's. 
10. For if the poor Widow's 
They who give Mite acquired a Value merely from 
much, may have her Poverty, that ſhe had no 
their Liberality more; by the Rule of Contraries 
ontbied oy a we may conclude, how deſpicable 
Mile. the ſcanty Oblations of the Rich 
| are in God's Account. If even 
their Liberality, who gave much, was outvied by 
a Farthing, Mari xii. 41. to what Point of Dimi- 


giation muſt their niggardly Offerings, who give 


little, 
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little, be reduced, eſpecially when they ſhall be 
compared with the numerous and coſtly Sacrifices 
they make to Pride and Luxury. Nay, 1 wiſh ſome 
were not guilty of more than the Diſproportion, 
even the total Omiſhon of Charity, that in a Mul- 
titude of Taylors Bills cannot produce the Account 
of one Garment for the Poor; that, amidit the De- 
licacies of theis own Diet, (nay perhaps of their 
Dogs too) never ordered ſo much as the Crumbs of 
their Table to any hungry Lazarus. But let all ſuch 
remember, that there will come a Time, when one 

of Tabitha's Coats, At ix. 39. will be of more 
Value than all their richeſt Wardrobes, though 
they could number Gowns with Lucullus's Cloaks, 
which the Roman Story reports to be five. thous 
{and ; and that when their xa Fare {hall on» 
ly feaſt the Worms, aud render them paſſive in 
that Epicuriſm they acted before, they will wiſh 
they had made the Bellies of the Poor their Refec+ 
tory, and by feeding them. nouriſhed themſelves to 
Immortality. 1 
11. Let this, I fay, be ſeriouſ- bl 

ly remembered now, leſt hereafter Poſſeſſors of i 
they fall under the ſame expro- gv things ars a 


| 
| 
| | 


brating Remembrance with the only Stewards wt 

rich Man in the Goſpel, Late and Factors. a 
N NLvi. 25, Aememper that thou in ir 

ty Ae. IT 20, 0154.8 '/} / _ 1 thi G #* 85 i 
'” Hfe-t:72e receiveajt thy good Things, ana LAZArus = 
©, 1 bf y ; . 
; that which was evil; but now he is comforted, and N 
0 le Arr tormented. A Text av hich St. Gregory pro- 1 | 
5 belles was ever ſounding in his Ears, and made him 8 
lo 100k with Suſpicion and Dread upon that Grandeur { 

* y . . . ” 

. % which he was advanced, as fearing it might be de- j 
Loned as his final Reward. With what Terror x 
* nen may thoſe look upon their preſent good things, 
; who, by engrofling them wholly to themſelves, own 


taem as their entire Portion, and implicitely diſ- 
| S 2 claim 
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208 The Ladies Calling, Part J. 
claim their Share of the future? For to that none 
muſt pretend, who receive their tranſitory Goods 
under any other Notion than that of a Steward or 
Factor; as we may fee in the parable of the Ta- 
tents, where thoſe that had the Reward of the five 
and ten Cities were not ſuch as had conſumed their 
Talents upon their own Riot and Exceſſes, but ſuch 
as had induſtriouſſy employed them according to the 
Deſign of their Lord. And if it there fared ſo ill 
with the mere unproſitable Servant, who had hoard- 
ed up his Talent, what ſhall become of thoſe who 
ſquander away theirs, and can give no Account ei- 
ther of Uſe or Principal? yy Bl 
12. Were thefe Conſiderations 
The Examples duly laid to heart, we might hope 
of primitive to fee ſome of the primitive Cha- 
harity ſhould rity revive, when Women of the 
be propoſed by higheſt Rank converted their Orna- 
Womenof Qua- ments. and coſtly Deckings into 
lity to them Cloathing for the Poor, and 
ſelves. thought no Retinue ſo defirable, 
| fo hononrable as a Tram of Almſ- 
folks. But I ſpeak improperly, when 1 make the 
Poor their Attendants, for indeed they rather at- 
tended the Poor, did not only order the Supply of 


their Wants, but were themſelves their Miniſters, 
. waited about their ſick Beds, dreſt their moſt Joath- 


ſome Ulcers, and deſcended to all the moſt ſervile 


Offices about them. 
13. But theſe were ſuch Heights, 


Even the acting ſuch Tranſcendencies of Mercy, as 
perſonally init, required a deeper Foundation of 
Humility than will now be often 

met with: Yet let me take the Occaſion to ſay, 
that it may be a good Managery of a Charity to act 
(as far as they can) perſonally in it. For, beſides 
that it prevents ſome Abuſes and Frauds, which de- 
puted 
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puted Agents may ſometimes be tempted to, they 


pay God a double Tribute in it, of their Perſons as 7 
well as their Fortunes, Next they bring them- al 
| {elves into Acquaintance with the Poor, and by that 41 

means correct thoſe Contempts and nice Diſdams 1 

which their own Proſperity is too apt to create, | 

Further yet, they excite their own Compaſſion, | 

which being a Motion of the ſenſitive Part of the 47 

Mind, cannot be ſtirred fo eſtectually by any thing as 47 
| by the Preſence of the Object; the molt pathetick 4 
tragical Deſcription of a Diſtreſs, being not able to q 
| affect us half ſo much as one ocular Demonſtration, 1 
| Laltly, it is an apt Means to increaſe their Thankful. | | 

nels to Almighty God, whole Bounty to themſelves 1 

muſt needs make a deeper Impreſſion, when it is - WM 

compared with the neceſſitous Condition of others. 1 
| For things are belt illuſtrated by their Contraries, 4 5 

and it is too obſervable in our. depraved Nature, 11 

that we value not things, by, their real pofitive © Wl 

Worth, but. comparatively as they excel others, f ig 

nor ever make. a right Eſtimate of what we enjoy, 1 

till our own or'others Wants inſtruct us. . 

14. Upon all: theſe Conſidera- 1 

tions, it may be a very becoming And therefora * 1 

| ſſetful Circumſtance in any chari- it would be a 1% 
= table Miniſtry to be- themſelves commendable 1 
ne Actors; and to that End it  ſrduftiry to- ace. - it: 

will be. a very commendable In- guire thoſe Ml: 

duſtry, to qualify themſelves to Skills which "00 


” 
bc helpful to the Poor-in as many may enable to 
{nitances as they can; not only 4celzefs. 


anc 1 with it were by more, that our nicer Dames, 
who. Itudy only Coſaeticks. for themſelves, woul+ 
| 8 3 change. 


- — 7 * 
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_——— change the Scene, and, inſtead of repairing or diſ- 
— guiſing their own Complexions, ſtudy the Reſtora- 
1 tion of their decrepit patient Limbs. And ſure, 
- nl though it be a leis faſhionable, it is much a bet- 


: ter Sight, to fee a Lady binding up a Sore, than 
: painting her Face; and ſhe will caſt a much ſweet- 
E er Savour in God's Noſtrils, with the Smell of Un- 


= — gnents and Balſams, than with the moſt exquiſite 

= Odours and Perfumes. For. ſince God profeſſes, 

_ 1/aiah i. 13. that that very incenſe, which was de- , 
- "=_—_ Ganed as 2 Part of his Worſhip, was an abomina- 
_—— tion to him, becauſe not accompanied with the Acts 
1 oi Mercy, we cannot think he will bester like of 
BE thoſe, which have no higher Aim than Delicacy and 

: Sentuality. A 

_ T5. But, beſides - this Part of 
1: Compaſiion, as Mercy in Giving, there is ano- 
"a ii js exerciſed ther, that of Forgiving, which 

RE . 0 a giving, is al- may happen to be. ot a larger Ex- | 

OY fo in forgiving. tent than the farmer: For where» 1 

| | es that was confined ta the Poor, 

this has no. ſuch Limits; but as it is poſſible to be 

igured by Perſons of all Ranks, ſo this pardoning 

| Mercy is to reach equally with. that -Polkbility. 

"Chis is that Part. of Charicy which. we-peculiarly 

call Clemency, a Virtne which not only Chriſtianity . 

vat Morality recommends. The ancient KI 

had it in ſuch Veneration, that they numbered jt 

not only among Virtues but Deities, and built it 

a Temple, And they were ſomewhat tawards the. 

right in it; for it was, though, not God, yet ſo 

eminent an Attribute of his, that nothing can 

more aſſimilate Man unto 8 

1 : 16. There are many he- 

pul : 4. Fo 1 roick Acts of this Kind 4 de 

C 0 Exams met with among the virtuous 

hs g © Heathens,  Lycurgus not y' 

MIL | y 
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ly forgave Alexander, who had ſtruck out his Eye, 
but entertained him in his Houfe, and by his gentle 
Admonitions reclaimed him irom his former vicious 
Life. Avr/tides being, after ſignal Services, and 
without Crime, unjuſtly baniſned by his Citizens, 
was ſo far from acting or imprecating againſt them, 
that at his Departure from Athens, he. ſolemnly 
prayed the Gods, that they might never by any 
Trorhle or Diſtreſs be forced to recal. him. 80 
Phocion, being unjuſtly condemned, left it as a ſo- 
lemn Charge to his Son Pheca:s, that he ſhould ne- 
ver revenge his Death. A Multitude of the like 
Examples might be produced, but we need not bor- 
row Light from their faint Tapers, when we have 
the Sun- beams, I mean the Sun of Righteouſneſs, our 
blefſed Saviour, who; as he has recommended this 
Grace by his Precept, ſo he has ſignally exemplified 
it to us in his Practice 5 the whole Deſign of his 
Deſcent to Earth being only to reſcue his Enemies 
fram Deſtruction. And as every Part of his Life, 
{o the laſt Scene of. it -was. particularly adapted to 
this End, and his expiring Breath expended in me- 
diating for his Crucihers ; Father, forgive them, 
Luke xxlii. 34. And this Copy of his was tran- 
{cribed by his firſt Followers, the primitive Chriſti 
ans, in their ſevereſt Martyrdoms, praying for their 
Perſecutors. 

17. Thus are we, in the Apo- 
file's Phraſe, compaſſed about with At there are de- 
a cloud of witneſſes, Heb. xi. 1. feſabſe Inſtan- 
of eminent Examples, which ought . ces of the con- 
to have a forcible- Influence upon fraty Vice. 
all, but, methinks, ſhould not fail 
o have it on that Sex, whoſe native Tenderneſs 
prediſpoſes them to the Virtue, and who need but 
'wim with the Stream of their own Inclinations. 
How cau we think that their melting Eyes ſhould 

| ever 
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"= 212 The Ladies Calhug. Part J. 
SS vv {parkle Fire or Delight in Speckacl es of Cruel 
5 1, that their flexible tender Hearts ſhould turn 
WT | into Steel or Adamant, be incapable of all Inprel- 
_— ſions of Pity ? Yer, God knows, ſuch Changes have 
I. too often been. ſeen: Women bave not only put 
Of that Soltnels peculiar to them, but the common | 
Initin&s of Humanity, and have exceeded not only | 
fav age Men, but beaſts in Cruel: y. There have 
been too frequent Inſtances of the implacable Ma- 


SS lic and inſatiable Cruelties of Women, I need not 

aal in che Aid of poetick Fiction, and tell them of | 
0 Clytemmeſira, Medea, or the Belides, with hun- 
| dreds of others, celebrated as Inſtances of. herotek 


VV icked zels. Thc re are Exainples enough 12 more 
authentick Stories, the Aman Tullia, the Perſiau 
Paryſotts . and that. we may not paſs by the ſacred 
Annals, Jezebel and Ath aliah, I forbear to multi» 
ply E *xamples of this Kind, of which all Ages have 

produced ſome ſo eminent, as have rendered it a, 
_— common Obſervation, that no Cruelty excecds that 
_—_— * an exaſperated Woman: And it is not much 
* be wondered at, ſince nothing can be io ill in its 
pr ütme State as that which degencrates from a bets» 


1 y tet. No En: nity we know ſo bitter as that of ali. 

WE enated Friends; no ſuch Perlecution as that of 
8 Apoſtat tes, and prop-rtionably no ſuch Ferity as 
* that of à perverted Mildneſs. So that the Poets 
=Y were not much out, who, as they __ ſented the 
be Graces under the Figures of Women, ſo they did 
. the Furies too. And ſince it is in their Election 
* which Part they wills act, they ought to be very 
jealous over themſelves. The Neclinations to any 
= Vice are gradual, ſometimes at firſt ſcarce diſcern» 
4 able; and probably the greateſt Monſters of Cruel» 
5 ty, would at the — have deteſted thofe In- 
= humanitics Which afterwards they ated with Gree» 
* dineſs. | 
ee” 18. It, 4 
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18. It concerns them therefore | 

to ward thoſe Beginnings whoſe Su/picion begets 

End may be ſo fatal. She that is 4 Qzarrel, that 

quick in apprehending an Affront, makes Hatred, 

perhaps will not be fo.quick in diſ- that Malice, that 

miſſing that Apprehenſion; and if Revenge. 

it be permitted to ſtay, it will 

quickly improve ; twenty little Circumſtances ſhall 


be ſuborned to foment it with new Suſpicions, till 


at laſt it grow to a Quarrel, from thence.to Hatred, 
from that to Malice, and from that to Revenge; 
and when that black Paſſion has overipread the 
Mind, like an Egyptian Darkneſs, it admits no Gleam 
of Reaſon or Religion, bat hurries them blindfold 
to their own Ruin often as well as others. 

19, Let none think this _y a. 
Fancy or Scheme of Diſcourſe; The Spleen of a 
there have been too many tragical Woman a moſt 
Experiments of its Truth. How frequent Cauſt 
many Men have been mortally en- of Murders. 
caged upon no weightier Original. 
than the Spleen of a Woman! the frantick Notion 
f Honour among our Dueliſts fitly correſponding 
1th the as frantick Impulſes of feminine Revenge; 
and any imaginary Injury (or pethaps but juſt Impu- 
tation] to the Lady, obliging her Gallant to ruſh up- 
on the moſt real Sin and Danger. A Madneſs ſome- 
ching beyond that which he Romances deſcribe 
of Knight-errantry ; for that generally is for the 
Rclicf-of diſtreſſed Damſels, but this is only to hu- 
wou the too proſperous ones, the inſolent and the 
round. Thoſe therefore that have obſerved the 
common Occaſions of Duels, have not unfitly di- 


vided them between Wine and Women; it being 


aard to ſay which is the moſt intoxicating and he- 
ſotting. The Son of Sirach couples them toge- 
her, Ecclaſ. xix. 2. Wine and women will make 
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214 The Ladies Calling. Part J. 
men of underſtandiug fall away. The many mo- 
dern Examples of this Miſchief, as they ſhould 
ſtrike an extreme Terror into thoſe Women who 
have been any way acceſſary to the Death, or but 
Danger of any Man; ſo are thev juſt Matter of 
Caution to all, ſo to regulate their Paſhons, that 
they never come within Diſtance of Implacability 


for if once they arrive there themſelves can give no 


Stop. 

20. In order to this, it will be 
Many times the well to conlider, at the firſt Inci- 
telling a chari- tation, what the real Ground is; 


table Truth bas perhaps ſometimes they are angry 


given the Pro- (as the Galatians were at St. 


vocation. Paul, Gal, iv. 16.) at thoſe that 
tell them the truth ; ſome ſcandal- 
ous, or at leaſt ſuſpicious Behaviour, may have en- 
gaged a Friend to admoniſh them; (an Office that 
has ſometimes proved very fatal; thoſe commonly 
that have moſt Guilt having leſs Patience to hear of 
it. 4. And, if this be the Caſe, it is the greateſt In- 
jul ice in the World to make that 2 Quarrel which 
s really an Obligation: And therefore. inſtead of 
9.4 their Monitor, they ought to thank and 
reverence him. Nay, though the Accuſation be 
not with that candid Deſign, but be meant as a Re- 
proach; yet, if it be true, it ſhould not excite An- 
er at their Accuſers, but Remorſe and Reformation 
in themſclyes. 


21. It was the Saying of a wile 


A Reproof, tho Man, That he profited more by 


unkindly meant, his Enemies than his Friends; 
15 a Benefit, becauſe they would tell him more 

roundly of his Faults. And this 
75 excellently improved by Plutarch, 0 his Tract, 
the Benefits to be reaped from Enemies: 80 
4 eren a malicious Accuſation may: be a 1 
nels, 
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neſs, and conſequently ought not to be repaid with 
an Injury, But ſuppoſe, in the laſt place, that the 
Aſperſion be not only unkind, but untrue, it will not 
even then be ſafe to let looſe to their Indignation. 
Firſt, in reſpect of Prudence, an angry Vindication 
lerving the Deſign of the Enemy, and 1 to 
ſpread the Calumny ; whereas a wiſe Neglect and 
Diſſembling does often ſtifle and ſuppreſs it. Second- 
ly, in reſpect of Duty; for all that own them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, muſt confeſs they are under an 
Obligation to forgive, and not to revenge. Now 
they intend to pay a real Obedience to this Pre- 
cept, it will be the more eaſy, the ſooner they ſet 
to it. He that ſees his Houſe on fire, will not 
gally with the Flame, much leſs blow, or extend it, 
reſolving to quench it at laſt. And Anger is as 
iitile to be truſted, which, if once thoroughly 
Kindled, will ſcarce expire but with the Deſtruc- 
won of the Subject it works on. 
22. Let therefore the Diſobli- 
d not look back upon the Inju- The Injury of 
but forward to thoſe Miſchiefs, an Uninaneſs 
which too ſharp a Reſentment i far leſi than 
m2y betray them to: Let them at of Keſent- 
conſider, that the boiling of their ment. 
3100d may finally cauſe the Effu- 
en of another's, and Wrath may ſwell into Mur- 
Jer, Tf they would do thus, and inſtead of thoſe 
magnifying Opticks wherein they view the Wrong, 
maße uſe of the other End of the Perſpective, to 
':iicern the diſmal Event at Diſtance ; it would 
are fright them from any nearer Approach, would 
.cep them within thoſe Bounds which their Duty 
-reſcribes them, and thereby acquaint them with a 
uch greater and more ingenious Pleaſure than their 
igheſt Revenge can give them, I mean that of for- 
ing Injuries, and obliging the Injurious. This is 
a Pleaſure 
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a Pleaſure ſo pure and refined, ſo noble and he- 
roick, that none but rational Natures are capable of 
it ; whereas, that of Spite and Revenge (if it can be 
called a Pleaſure} is 2 mere beſtial one ; every the 
moſt contemptible Animal can be angry when it is 
moleſted, and endeavour to return the Miſchief. 
| | 23. It ſhould therefore, me- 
Compaſionisthe thinks, be an ealy Determination, 
appropriate whether to embrace that Clemen- 
Terperof Men, cy and Compaſſion which we ſee 
and Almighty exemplified in the wiſeſt and bel? 
Cad, but Feri- of Men, nay, in the Omnilcient | 
fy the worſt of Immortal God, or that ſavage 
Beaſts. TFierceneſs of the ignobleſt Crea- 
tures. This is certain, that no 
Woman would be content to allume the outward 
Form of any of thoſe : Why then ſhould they ſub- 
je their nobler Part, the Mind, to ſuch a Transfor- 
mation? For, as there are no Monſters ſo deformed 
as thoſe which are compounded of Man and Beaſt ; 
ſo, among them all, nothing can be more unnatural, 
more odious, than a Woman-tiger. I conclude 


all with the Advice of Salomon, Prov. xvii. 14. 


The beginning of ſtrife is as when one leti:th out was 
ter « therefore leave off contention before it be meddied 
with, When once a Breach is made upon the Spirit 
by immoderate Anger, all the conſequent Miſchiefs 
wil! flow in, like a rapid Stream when the Banks 
are broken down ; nor is there any Way to pre- 
vent it, but by keeping the Mounds entire, pre- 
{erving that Tenderneſs and Compaſſion which God 
and Nature do equally enforce and recommend. 


Sect. IV. Of A ability. 
S K Ws 10% 


of Afability. 


1. IN the next place, we may rec- 

: kon Affabiſity andCourteſy; MHabiliy ah ir- 
Which as it is amiable in all, ſo it fuepeculiarſy ap- 
is lingularly ſo in Women of Qua- propriate to Mo- 
lity, and more univerſally neceſſa- nen of Quality. 
ry in them than in the other Sex. 
or Men have otten Charges and Employments 
which do jultify, nay, perhaps, require fomewhat of 
Sterneſs and Auſterity; but Women ordinarily have 
fow or no Occaſions of it: and thoſe, who have 
well digeſted the former Lectures of Meekneſs aud 
Compalſion, Will not be apt to put it on unneceſſa- 
rily, Now Afability may be conſidered, either as 
a mere human Accompliſhment, or as a divine Vir- 
uc; in either Notion it is commendable, but it is 
e latter that gives it the higheſt Excellence and 
Perfection. 

2. To begin with-the firſt No- 
tion of it, we may take an Eſti- T's Extraclion 
mate of its Worth by its Cauſe, ig generous. 
and by its Effects. For its Cauſe, 
it derives itſelf either from a native Candor and Ge- 
nerol:ty of Mind, or from a noble and ingenuous 
Education, or ſomething jointly from both ; and 
theſe are as good Originals as any thing merely mo- 
ral can flow from. And that thele are indeed its 
Sources, common Experience Will atteſt ; thoſe of 
the createlt Minds and beſt Extractions being uſually 

Noi condeſcending and obliging ; whereas thoſe of 
moſt abject Spirits and Birth, are the moſt inſulting 
VoL. III. T and 
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25 The Ladies Calling. Part J. 
and imperious. Alexander the Great, though ter- 
rible in the Field, yet was of a gentle complai- 
ſant Converſation, familiarly treating thoſe about 
him: Yet Criſpinus, Narciſſus, Nymphidius, and o- 
ther enfranchiſed Bondmen, we find inſolently 
1 upon the Roman Senators and Conſuls. 
It is thefore a great Error for Perſons of Honour, 
to think they acquire a Reverence by putting on a 
ſupercilious Gravity, looking coyly and diſdainfully 
upon all about them; it is ſo far from that, that 
it gives a Suſpicion that it is but a Pageantry of 
Greatneſs, ſome Muſhroom newly ſprung up, that 
ſtands ſo ſtiff, and ſwells ſo much. But inſtead of 
teaching others to keep their Diſtance, this. faſtidi- 

ns Diſdain invites them to a cloſer Inſpection, 
that if there be any Flaw either in their Life or 
Birth, it will be ſure to be diſcovered, there being 


no ſuch prying Inquiſitor as Curioſity, when it is 


egged on by a Senſe of Contempt. 
3. On the other Side, if we conſi- 


 Aﬀability the der the Effects of Courteſy, they are 
cheapeſt Price quite contrary ; it endears to all, 


ef Love, and often keeps up a Reputation 
ſpite of many Blemiſhes; a Kind 
Lock or Word from a Superior is ſtrangely charm- 


ing, and inſenſibly ſteals away Mens Hearts from 
them. This the Wiſe Man refers to, Eccliſ. xvili. 


16. when he prefers a Word before a Gift. And 
it is Plutarch's Obſervation of Cleomenes King of 
Sparta, that when the Grecians compared his Affa- 
bility and Eaſineſs of Acceſs with the ſullen State 
and Pride of other Princes, they were ſo enamoured 
with it, that they judged him only worthy to be 
a King. And as there is no certainer, fo alſo no 
cheaper Way of gaining Love: A friendly Saluta- 
tion is as caſy as a Frown or Reproach ; and that 


Rindneſs may be preſerved by them, which, if once 


forteited, 


Set. IV. C/ Afatility. 219 
forfeited, will not at a far greater Price be reeo- 
vercd. | 
4. Refides, when human Vi- 
ciciſſitudes are conſidered, it may Con ſidering hu 
be a Point of Prudence too; the wan iciſiludes, 
greateſt Perſons may ſometimes the moſt prudent, 
want Aſſiſtance from the meanelt ; 
uay, fometimes the Face of Affairs is quite changed, 
and the Wheel of Fortune turns them loweſt that 
were uppermott, and proportionably elevates the 
meaneſt. It is Witdom therefore ſo to treat all, as 
to leave no Impreſſions of Unkindneſs, ſince none 
is ſo deſpicable, but may poſſibly at one time or o- 
ther have an Opportunity to retaliate, It was 
therefore a prudent as well as an equitable Reſolution 
of the Emperor, who ſaid he would fo entertain 
the Addreiies of his Subjects, as, if he were a Sub- 
je, be would wiſh the Prince ſhould entertain 
him: A Rule very worthy to ſway all Perſons of 
D in their Intercourſe with others. And 
hace, even among Perſons in Command, there are 
Degrees, and ſhe which is ſuperior to one is infe= 
rior to another; they have a ready Way to com- 
pare the Civility they pay with that they expect. 
Let therefore one who meets with a cold neglectful 
Freatment from any above her, examine her own 
Kelentments, and then reflect, that if ſhe give the 
like to thoſe below her, they will doubtleſs have 
the ſame Senſe ;1 and therefore let her reſolve never 
) TOO what ſhe ſo much diſlikes to hear; and ſhe 
t does thus, that makes ſuck Inferences, will 
convert an Injury into a Benefit ; civilize herſelf by: 
the Rudeneſs of others, and make that ill Nurture 
ker own Diſcipline. 
But hit! dert we conſider Af- | 
fability only in its ethnick Dreſs, Aﬀfabilityis eu- 
32 it is a human Ornament; it aobled by its Al. 


* will 


* 
— — 


— 
wc Mc 


_- — * 


PS 


j 
L 
f 
T 
2 
| 


| TUE 
» hs 
as + 
Te De} 
q K 


—— 
oY * — 
0 


ö 


2 
1 


N pur _—m_—_ —_— 
„. 
* 


—— 


* 


Wl 
9 = — IM. n 


Ws #4] 

* ſn I 8 0 - © 1 
e 3 Ne 
„ TAE =. Wo R < 2 
27 ITiR E T-, 


TEN 


* 9 


| 


E ˙ ꝛ̃ æ g TIE 1, . n 


3. 


oak IH. 


— * 


OT 
988 


1 


n 1 


= 


25 n n * 


220 The Ladies Calling. Part J. 


Aiauce with Hu- will appear yet more enamouring 
mility. upon a ſecond View, when we 
look on it as bearing the Imprefs 
of the Sanctuary, as a divine Virtue. And that it 
is capable of being ſo, we have the Authority of 
St, 5 %, who inferts it in- the Number of thoſe 
Chriſtian Graces which he recommends to his LOS 
man Proſelytes; Coudeſcend ta them of low aſtate, 
Rem. xiii 16. And that we may the better diſceru 
its Value, it is obſervable that he Imks it with the 
moſt eminent Virtue of Humility ; for it immedi- 
ately fol lows his Precept of be not high minded. 
Indeed ir is not only joined with it-as a Friend or 
Ally, but derived from it as its Stock and Prin- 
eiple : and certainty a more divine Extraction it 
cannot have, Humility heing the £Lphe and Gmega 
of Virtues, that which lavs. the Foundation (wirh- 
ont which the moſt towering- Structure will but 
eruſd itſelf with its own Weight) and that which 
perfects and conſummates the Building alſo, fecures 
and crowns all other Graces ; which, when they are 
moſt verdant-and flouriſt ing, are like ums Gonrd, 
ibat may afford ſome Shadow and Refreſhment for a 
while, but are apt to breed that Worm which will 
deftroy them. When once they are fmitten with 
Pride; they inſtantly facle and wither ; fo ne cellary 
is Humility both for the acquiring and conſerving 
all that is good in us. 
6. We may therefore conclude, 
Which is a bet. that Courteſy and Obtidgingneſs of 
ter Moteve than Behaviour which proceeds fron 
Croility or Fru. thence, is, in reſpect of its Spring 
dence. and Original, inſinitely to be pre- 
ferred before that which deſcends. 
from no higher Stock than natural or pruclential 
Motives. And fince it is natural for every Prodvc- 


tion to have ſome Similitude to that which pro- 
duces 
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duces it, we ſhall find it no leſs excellent in reſpect 


of its Properties than its Deſcent. I ſhall inſtance: 
only in two, Sincerity and Conſtancy. 
7, For the firſt, as far as Affa- 


bility partakes of Humility, it Afability ought” 


ravit of Sincerity allo, that being te be ſiucere. 
2 Virtue whole very Elements are 


Plainneſs and Simplicity; for as it has no Deſigns: 


which want a Cover, ſo it needs none of thoſe 


dubtilties and Simulations, thoſe Pretences and Ar- 


tifices * req} ifite ro thoſe that do. It is the Precept 
of the Apo fie, Phil. ii. 3. In fowlin: 5 of mind let 
each efteem others beiter than himſelf : Where we 
lee it is the Nature of a lowly Mind to transfer that 
Eit-cm to others which he ſubtracts from himſelf: 
Nou. where ſuch an Eſteem is planted in the — 
't verifies all the Expreſſions and out ward Signiſica- 
tions of: Reſpect, and renders the greateſt Condeſcen- 
ns (which to an infolent Humour may ſeem ex- 
agant and affected) real and unfei oned.. 
n the. contrary, that Cour- 
teſÿ which derives no higher than Elſe it may be 
trom mere. human Principles, is the Practice 0 

t much to be confided in. It is Abſalom 79 
the «7 Affirmation, that ail ſteal Hearts to- 
'2e11 are liars; and therefore there / Purpoſe s. 
is more than a Poſſibility of De- 
ceit in their faireſt Shews. Sometimes we know 


wer 
Trav; 
8. 


{mooth and plauſible Addreſſes have been deſigned as 


the Stale to vile and treacherous Practices, The» 
extraordinary Blandiſhments and endearing Behavi- 
our of Ab/aiom to the People, was only to ſteal. 
their hearts, and advance his ; B's 4 7 Rebellion, 
2: Br n. xv. 6. and David tells us of ſome, who/e » 

ords were ſifter than butter, having. war in the 
heart :; whoſe words were {moather than oil, and yet 
Were very | words, Pſal. lv. 21, and God knows,, 
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this Age has not ſo much improved in Sincerity, 


that we ſhould think the ſame Scenes are not daily 
acted over amoug us. | 
9. But, beſides all the blacker 


There is a bar- Projects of this Kind, which no- 


barons Shew of thing but the Event can detect, 
Lffavility to ex- there is 2 lower Sort of this 
P6/e and derids. Treachery, which is vitible, nay, 

ſo avowed, that it is one of the 


moſt common Subjects of Mirth and Entertamment, 


L mean that of Scoffing and Deriſion, a thing too 
frequent among all, but I fear I may lay very pecu- 
larly among Ladies, thoſe at leaſt of the modifh 
Sort, their very Civilities and Careſſes being often 


deſigned to gain Matter of Scorn and Laughter.. 


yo 


Mutual Viſits, we know, are an Expreſſion of Re- 


ſpect, 2nd ſhould flow from a real Kindneſs, but if 


thoſe now in uſe be fred, how few will be found 
of that Make? They are at the belt formal, a 
Tribute rather paid to Cuſtom than Friendſhip, and 
many go to fee thoſe for whom they are perfectly 
indifferent whether they find them alive or dead, 


well or ſick. Nay, very often they are worſe than 


thus, deligned only to make Obſervations, to bolt 
out {ometbing ridiculous wherewith to {port them- 
ſelves, as ſoon as they are gone; and leſt the In- 


queſt ſhould return with a non inventus, they will 


accept of the ſlighteſt Diſcoveries, the leaſt miſ- 
placing of a Word, nay of a Hair, ſhall be Theme 
enough for a Comedy. 


10. But if a poor Country Gentle 
Diſcipline u- woman fall within their. Circu-- 
ſaally inficted it, what 2 Stock of Mirth does 
on Ladies of ſhe: afford them? bow. curiouſly 


Country Breed- do they anatomize every Part of 
ig. ber Drefs, her Mein, her DizleR, 
pay perbaps, to improve the Scene, 

_— 
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will recommend yet greater Abſurdities to her, un- 
Jer the Notion of the Mode, that ſo ſne may be the 


more ample Subject of their Scorn. Such Vilits as 
theſe are but inſidious Intruſions, the Inſinuations 
of a Spy rather than the good Office of a Neigh- 
bour: And when it is remembered how great a 
Portion of fame Womens Time is ſpent in this Kind 
of. Diverſion, we muſt conclude there have a Mul- 
-irude, of Acts gone to make the Habit. I wiſh they 
01d ſeriouſty reflect on it, and unravel that inju- 
ous: Mirth by a penitential Sadneſs, and either 
pend their Time better than in vititing, or elſe 
ſtrect their Viſits to better Purpoſes. And this 
*ey would certainly do, it they would exchange 
thoir mere nopular Civilities (that Kind of Paint 
ul Varniſh in Manners) for that true Chriſtian Con- 
gelcenſion, which admits of no Deceit, but is as 
1r.nſparent as Driſus wiſhed his Houſe ſhould be, 
at as no ſecret Screws and Springs to move the 
Eyes or Tongue a. contrary Way from the Heart, 
24t is in Reality all that it pretends to be. 
11. A ſecond Property of it is Apaliliy js to 
Conſtancy; for as it is» true to be conſldnt 
others, ſo it is to itſelf: It is , 
»unded on the ſolideſt of Virtues, and is not ſubjecł 
'0 thoſe light and giddy Uncertainties that the vul- 
-3r Civilities are. For: he that, out of a Diſ- 
eltcem of his proper Worth, has placed himſelf in 
State of-Inferiority, will think it not an arbitrary 
Matter, but a juſt Debt, to pay a Reſpect to thoſe: 
he thinks his Betters ; and an humble Mind will in 
every body. find ſomething or other to prefer to 
himſelf. So that. be acts upon a fixed Principle, 
and is not in Danger of thoſe Contradictions in his 
Manners, which ſhall render him one Day ſweet and 
10table, and another, ſour and moroſe. But ſuch 
Nut ations are frequently incident to thoſe: who are 
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fwayed: by other Motives ; ſometimes an Intereſt 
changes, and then the moſt fawning Sycophant can. 
tranſplant his Flatteries, and court a new Patron, 
yea many times to the D. ſpite and vilifying of the: 


eld. 


2. Sometimes again, Fortune 
not alter1::; may change; a Man may: fall from 
with 146 Varie- a proſperous to art adverſe State, 
ties of Fortune, and then thoſe who were prodiga 

of their Civilities whilſt he need- 
ed nothing elſc, will withdraw even thoſe from: 
him, leſt they ſhould encourage him to demand 
ſomething more. An Experiment of this 7% made 
in his Friends, {or rather Flatterers) whom he fitly 
compares to Winter brooks, running over when 
not needed, but quite e ary when they are. 

3. But the molt. frequent 
or of Fac aud Chan: ge is that of Fancy and Hu- 
Elim , mour, which has a much more ge- 

neral Sway than. Reaſon and ſudg- 
ment. This is fo obſervable in the vulgar Rabble, 
that often in an Inſtant they wall ſhift. Paſſions, and 
hate this Hour. what they doted on: the laſt. Of 
this all popular States have afforded many coſtly 
Experiments, but we necd not go farcher. than the 
facred Story; Where we find the Acclamations and: 
Hoſannas of the Multitude quickly converted into: 
Crucify him ! crucify him! This Levity of Mind 
has been obſerved ſo incident. to Women, that it 
is become almoſt proverbial; for by how much their 
Paſhons are more violent, they are commonly the 
leſs laſting; and as they are reckoned among thoſe 
colder Bodies that are particularly influenced by the 
Moon, fo they ſeem to bear a great Reſemblance to 
her in her Viciſſitudes and Changes; yet ſtill with 
a greater Degree of Uncertainty : For ſhe, in all her 


Revolutions, obſeryes ſome conſtayt. Periods, . and. 
we 
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we can tell in her Wane when ſhe will be at Full; 
ſo that ſhe has a Kind of Certainty even in het 
planetary Errors ; but what Ephemerides can, be 
framed for ſome Womens Humours ? who can tell 
tow long, the preſent will laſt? and what will be 
the next that will ſucceed ? 

14, I need not bring Iaſtances 

of their Inconſtancy from that or Defiriency in 
Common-place of paſſionate Wi- he Arti of Flats 
dows, Who have let a new Love. fery. 

even through thoſe Floods of 

Tears wherewith they bewailed 

he old, For (beſides that that is: a Caſe wherein 
poſhbly they may find Matter enough for Retors 
tion) it is here a little wide from my Purpoſe, 
which celigns no farther Inquiſition than into their 
ordinary Converſation, wherein that Love of Varis 


ety, which is ſo remarkable in their Habit, their 


Diet, their Diverſions, extends itſelf often to their 
Company, their Friendſhips alſo and Converſe. 
Tavis Intimacies, which they cheriſhed lately, 


quickly grow. deſpicable, and at laſt nauſeous, . 


2n bonſequently their Behaviour falls from kind 
and civil to cold and diſdainſul. I doubt not this 
has often been proved by many of thoſe humble 
Companions which officiouſly attend them, who 
cannot always fix themſelves, no, not by thoſe 
ntteres that firſt introduced them. Some new 


ner perhaps has better refined the Art, and 


— 


ves the fame thing more acutely and ingeniouſly, 
chen the old one is to be turned off as too groſs 

2 Hycophant. Or if they have been ſo happy as to 
upon ſome- of a more generous Temper, who, 
ad of a ſervile Compliance with »their Humour, 
nigh Characters of their Worth, entertain 
em with the true Images of themlelves, and en- 
„ our ta make what others only ſpeak them; 
this 
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this is that unpardonable Crime which forfeits all 
Deprees of Favour, and does not only avert, but 
incenſe. A faithful Monitor is as unacceptable as 
a true Looking-glaſs to a deformed Perſon, which 
at the beſt will be ſet aſide, and eſcapes well if not 
broken; and while great Perfons diſpenſe their Fa- 
vours or their Frowns by ſuch perverſe Meaſures as 
theſe, they will be ſure to do it unjuſtly, as. well 
as unconſiantly. 
15. I am far from making this 
Eiumility is the an univerſal Charge; I know there 


* 


beſ! Hreſerva- are Women of the higheſt Quali- 
tive ag ainſtHlat- ty that guide themſelves by other 
tery. Rules, that are deaf to all the 


Songs of Sirens, and have the 
Prudence to value a fcaſonable Reproof before the 
moſt extravagant Panegyrick: But this is owing to 
that Humility which I am now recommending, 
without which, it is as impoſſible for Greatneſs to 
be proof againſt Flattery, as it is for a Pinnace, 
with ſpreading Sails, and a violent Guſt of Wind, 
to fail ſteadily without Ballaſt, And the frequent 
Want of this is it which makes it no leſs frequent 
to ſee thoſe Unevenneſſes and Inequalities in Beha- 
viour; thoſe Partialities in diſpenſing even the 


| 16. And ſure it is none of the 
That Vulture meaneſt Attributes due to that ex- 
vice, (hat picks cellent Virtue of Humility, that 
cut firſt the Fre, it can thus fix and poiſe the Mind, 
of the Creatire cure thoſe Vertigoes . and giddy 
deſigned fir a Humours incident to thoſe who 


Prey. are mounted aloft : And above all. 
that it is a ſure Antidote againtt 


7. 


the moſt inſinuating Poiſon of Flattery, an hoh) 
Spell or Amulet àagainſt the Venom of a 3 
| | hic 
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which the Philoſopher juſtly calls the worſt of tame 
Beaſts, as a Detractor is of wild: He being a Kind 
of Vulture in the Way of Seizure yo leſs than a 
Raven, who firſt picky out the Eyes of that which 
he deligns to prey upon, ſuffering not the Perſon 
concerned to ſee any thing of that Deſtruction 
which he is to feel. And certainly none of the omi- 
nous Birds, no Night-raven or Screech-owl, can 
abode half.ſo diſmally as theſe domeſtick Birds of 


Prey, which are not only Preſages, but Inſtruments 
of Ruin whereſocver they haunt. 


17. It is therefore the univer- 
ſe! Concetn of thoſe that are They who come 
great and proſperous, to chace Zo unexpected 
them away, as Avraham did the Greatneſs are 
Fowls from his Sacrifice, Cen. more obnoxious 

11, But yet more peculiar- to Flattery. 

iv fo of thoſe to whom Fortune 
has given a, ſudden Riſe, and unexpected Grandeur, 
being of all others the moſt obnoxious to this 
dort of Harpies. The Surpriſes of Proſperity do 
gels Citturb the Judgment than thoſe of Adverſi- 
Anchas one who is in an inſtant ſnatcht up to 
eme high Tower, is ſo amazed to ſee himſelf there, 
chat he has no juſt Meaſure of the Altitude, but 
thinks every thing farther below him than it is; ſo 
hey that aſcend to Greatneſs by ſwift and rapid 
tions, have their Heads ſo turned, that they 
arc apt to overvalue it, and to look with Contempt 


YL 1 thote who before perhaps they thought worth 1 
i weir Envy. And on a Mind thus prepared, Flat- | 
, tory may make any en it gan even | 
y Providence as a Witneſs on its Side, and inferring f 
0 n the Dignities obtained, the tranſcending Me- 1 
. of the Obtainer : a Piece of Sophiſtry which the ll 
{ l\:z1telt Obſerver may eaſily confute, all Ages giv- 1 
y ns lnkances of thoſe whoſe” Vices have preferred 1 
1 


tuem, and by a ſtrange Chymiſtry have extracted L 
Honouz 

| 

| 
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Honour out of infamous Acts. Yet, to 2 Mind 
poſſeſſed with its own Admiration, this ſhall paſs for 


a Demonſtration: So treacherous a thing is Pride, 


that it combines with all who deſign to cheat us. 


And indeed it is not only an Acceſſary, but the 


Principal; none being in Danger by others Plat- 


teries who are not firlt ſeduced by their own. - 


18. It will therefore be a Point 
They who are of Wiſdom for all Perfons of Ho- 
advanced, onght nour to increaſe their Caution with 
to increaſe their "their Fortune; and as they multi- 
Caution with ply their Retiuues without, ſo eſpe» 
their Fortune, cially to enforce: their Guard with- 
' in, that they become not Slaves 
to their own Greatneſs, fix not themſelves in ſuch 
a Poſture of State, as to become immoveable to 
all the Offices of Humanity and Civility ; nor think 
that their Admiſlion to Greatneſs is upon the ſame 
Terms on which the Jews were wont to receive 
their Proſelytes, that they muſt renounce all their 
former Relations; but to remember that they differ 
no more from others than as a Counter ſet in the 
lace of thouſands or hundreds does from one in 
the place of tens or units. A little Tranſpoſition 
may quite alter the Caſe ; or however, when they 
are all taken off the Score, they are then indiſcrt- 
minately tumbled together, and one has no Pre- 
cedence of another either in Place or Value. So 
undiſcernible will be the Difference between the 
greateſt Queen and the meaneſt Servant, when 
Death, that great Leveller, ſhall have mixed them; 
there will be no Inquiſition in the Grave, who 
came embalmed or perfumed thither : And, as a 
learned Man ſays, the Ulcers of Lazarus will make 
as good Dult as the Paint of Jer. 


19, But 
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19. But 1 ſhall be thought to 

have out- run my Subject; or, in- And above all 

ſtead of that amiable Image of Af- remember their 

fability and univerſal Obligingneſs, End. 

the great Ornament of Lite, in- 

troduce the grim Figure of Death, that ſullen Exe- 

cutioner, whom no Gifts, no Prayers can mollify. 

Yet I cannot. yield it wholly impertinent; for as 

ies final Stroke cures all the Infirmities of the Bo- 


Jy, ſo the Forehght and Contemplation of it is as 
umch a Catholicon for all the Maladies of the 


Mind, efpecially that of Inſolence and Diſdain. 
For fure they cannot much pride themſelves in an 
Exaltation, that remember they muſt finally fall 
auto the Duſt ; nor arrogantly deſpiſe others, who 
:oniider that themſelves ſhall one Day be infulted 
over by Worms and Inſects. Such mental Deſcents 
into the Vault or Charnel-houſe, are the beſt Diſci- 
plincs for the Demeanor in other Places, according 
to the Admonition of the Wife Man, /:member thy 
end, and thou Hhait never do amiſs. 


S Th 
Of Piety. 


I ASTLY, to compleat and 
4.4 crown all other Excellen- The ſipreme fe- 
„ nothing is ſo proper, ſo ne- uinine Virtue 
Hary as Piety and Devotion. 75 Piety and Do- 


©1 . 
þ . 10 


the Salt which ſeaſons all voin. 


Sacrifices; yea, the Altar which 

ar { Ar * 1 N 3 d 3” {; | IId 10 * 
nctiies the Gitt, no Good (how ſplendid ſoever 
n the Sight of Man) being acceptable to God tilt 
be thus conſecrated, and have this Seal of the 


Vol. III. U Sanctuary 
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Sanctuary upon it. This is a Virtue truly divine, 
as well in its Original as its End ; for as it comes 
from Heaven, (is an Afflation of the Bleſſed Spirit) 
ſo it tends thither alſo, and thither raiſes its Vota- 
ries. This is it which ſublimates and ſpiritualizes 
Humanity, defecates and retines it from all the 
Dregs of Mortality, and fo wings our earthly lump- 
iſn Nature, that we can ſoar aloft to the Region of 
Spirits, and by its Raptures make ſome Etfay of 
that State of Separation, even while we are linked 
to the Body. This is it which combines us {o 
with God, that we have the ſame Intereſts, the 
ſame Choices; nay it does in a fort communicate 
and interchange Properties with him; the All. 
owerful God ſeems impotent and unable to reſiſt 
its Influence, whilſt it inveſts us feeble Wretches in 
a kind of- Omnipotence, by engaging him for us 
who cau do all things. 
2. Now this Piety may be con- 
Piely, in its ut- lidered either in a larger, or more 
20 Extent, in- limited Senſe: In the former, it 
cludes all Duty. is as wide as the whole Scheme of 
| Duty, not confhned to any one 
Act, but extended to all the Commands of God. 
For as the animal Spirit diffuſes itſelf into all the 
moſt diſtant Members of the Body; ſo this more vi- 
tal Principle has as univerſal an Influence on the 
Mind; ſtamps that with ſuch an Admiration and 
Reverence of God, ſuch a Love and Complacency 
in him, that every Act is (at leaſt habitvally) de- 
ſigned to obey and glority him. | 
3. In the more limited Senſe, 
More properly, Piety is taken for our more im- 
it means the Ads mediate Intercourſe with God, in 
of Adoration things purely divine, as Adora- 
aud Worſhip. tions, Prayers, Aſpirations, and 
all Pautings and Breathings of oy 
Sou 
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Soul after him; and in this Notion it is more par- 
ticularly called Devotion. And this is compre- 
hended in the other, as a Part in the whole; nay, 
indeed as an Effect in its Cauſe; for where Piety 
has not firſt formed and modelled the Soul, there 
can be no true Devotion. External Forms of it 
there may be, but that is but Ceremony and Pa- 
gcanty, the moſt ſubmiſſive Proſtrations are there 
but like that of Dagen before the Ark, the Fall of 
a lifeleſs Trunk; the moſt elevated Eyes but a Kind 
of a convulſive Motion, and the moſt rigid Mortifi- 
cations, bnt like the Cuttings and Lancings of 
Haal's Prieſts, Of this the very Heathens had 
ſome Notion, and therefore in their Worſhips had 
wany preparatory Ceremonies of Luſtration and 
Purifying, as being conſcious of the Incongruity, 
that unholy Perſons ſhould be admitted to ſaered 
things. And accordingly Socrates has excellently 
(i had almoſt faid evangelically) defined, The beſt 
way of wor/Hipping God, to be, The doing what he 
commands, Indeed, without this, our Devotion is 
mere Stratagem and Deſign : We invoke God as we 
vie to cajole Men, only to ſerve a preſent Turn; 
:nd of ſuch diſingenuous Addreſſes, it is eaſy to read 
the Event, or if we cannot, Solomon will inſtruct 
us, Prov. xv. 8. The prayers of the wicked are an 
c9,91:1ation to the Lord. . 

4. To treat of the ſeveral 
Branches of Piety in the ſirſt No- The Advantages 
on. is not agreeable to the in- of 7he female 
ended Brevity of this Treatiſe ; Sex by the Pre- 
or neceſſary, becauſe there are ſo valence of the 
many diltinet Tracts extant on Paſſions of Fear 


that Subject; yet I thall,'the more and Love. 


fely to adapt it to my female | 
RK eavers, obſerve the Propriety of it to Women, 


not only as it is their greateſt Ornament aud Ad- 


U s vantage, 


1 


. — 
n „ 


* — 


— 


— 
3 
& 


2 


232 The Ladies Calling. Patt l. 


vantage, but eſpecially as they have ſomewhat more 
of Prediſpoſition towards it in their native Temper. 
God's Laws, which are the Rule of Piety, have 
this common with Mens that they are enforced up- 
on us by the Propoſals both of Puniſhments and Re- 
wards, by that Means engaging two of our moſt ſen- 
lible Paſſions, Fear and Love; and the female Sex 
being eminent for the Pungency of both theſe, they 
are canſequently the better prepared for the Im- 
preſſions of Religion. 
6. This is fo much ac- 

Fear ts pretended fo knowledged, that our maſcu- 
be the firſt Mover in line Athieſts make an ill Ufe 
Heligion, of it, and are willing to think 
that Religion owes its Force 

only to the Impotence of the Subject on which it 
works, that it is only an Impoſition upon the eaſy 
Credulity of Women, and are content to allow 
them the Incloſure of it; wherein, though they 
ſufficiently ſhew their Contempt of Piety, yet they 
unawares give a greater Honour to that Sex than 
they intend, whilſt they confeſs it more capable of 
an Aſſimilation to the ſupreme Goodneſs, and of 
the Renewal of God's Image (for to that all Piety 
is deſigned) than their own. And therefore Wo- 
men have ſo little Reaſon to be aſhamed, that they 
ought to glory in the Conceſſion, and gratefully to 
celebrate the Goodneſs of God to them, who, as 
he brings Light out of Darkneſs, ſo converts their 
natural Infirmities into a Means of ſpiritual Strength, 
makes the Impotencies and Defets of their Na- 
ture ſubſervient to the Operation of Grace; and 
by conſecrating their very Paſſions, makes even 
thoſe  Cibeonites ſerviceable to the Tabernacle. 
But then it is to be remembered, that the greater 18 
their Obligation to comply with this Deſign of 


God's, to let their Paſſions. run in the Channel he 
has 
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has cut for them; ſo to conſine their Fear and 
Love to ſpiritual Objects, that they make no inor- 
dinate Eruptions to any thing elſe, but in all their 
Eltimations of things, dreadful or detirable, to give 
ſtill the jaſt Deference to that which is eternal. 
5 And, as Women in general 
have this Advantage towards Pi- Women of Qua- 
ery, and Obligation to it; fo par- /ity have a par- 
1cularly bote of Quality, who, Hcnlar Obiiga- 
we may fu ppoſe e to have generally tion to Fiety 
more early Inſtitution and Inſtrac- fromthe Advan- 
tion in it than thoſe of a meaner fages of Iuſtitu- 
8 nk; and beſides, haveafterwards 1:09. 
wore Opportunities of being built 
ap in the Knc _ of their Duty,. and (by the 
tieip cf an ingenuous Education) clearer Apprehen- 
ons to diſcern it; and when they do ſo, have 
eater Obligations to periorm it, both in reſpect 


- 


Oz 1 d, O! f others, and themſelves. 


in reſpect of God they have 
e greateſt, Tie of Gratitude, not Ai alſo fortheir 
nly for the common. Mercics /jberal Portion 
which they partake with the reſt of worldly 


- 
—— 


: iaukind, but for thoſe Peculi- Coods. 


vy Which they are differenced 


dom others ; of which, if they want a juſt Value, 
let theni al ak themſelves how willing they would be. 


I 


would Ji ike to be deſolate in the Street, or /he that 
een brought up in ſcartet, to embrace the dung- 


to part with them, how ſhe that has fed delicately, 


hill, . iv. $5. and according to the Averſion 


PI 


v hnd to ſuch a Chan ge, let them eltimate their 


pretent Enjoyment, and the Thankſulneſs it ex- 


ä Secondly, in amd ot others; 
Weir Piety, backed with their ſecular: A, alſo for 


£ { 


dev antages, may. be of a more exten - their: Ad. 
U 3 live 


NYSE 
n 


I 


234 The Tadic, Calling. Part J. 


wantages of five Benefit: they * many Oppor- 
doing Good tunities of doing Good by their Influ- 
to other. ence on others ; ; or i no way elle, 

yet the S Splendor of their Example 
will by the Eminency of their Conditions ſhine (as 
a Light on ſome high Tower) more perſpicuouſly, 


and guide many into the ſame Path of Virtue. And. 


certainly it is no ſmall Obligation that lies on them 
za this reſpect; for God, who does nothing without 
an End worthy of his W Glow, can-never be thought 

to have ſelected ſome Perſons as the Objects of his 
Bounty, merely tbat chey may ſwill 3 glut them- 
ſelves with ſenſual Pleaſures. No doubtleſs, he 
that is the great Maiter.of the Univerſe, diſpoſes 
all things for common Benefit ; and therefore, if 
he have placed fome in an higher Orb than others, 


it is that they may have an auſpicious Influence. on 
. Thoſe below them; and if they fail in this, they 


are no longer Stars, but Comets, things of oni 
nous and untucky Abode to all abour them. | might 
enlarge on this Subject, but having done it already 
in 1 Gentleman's Calling, 1 ſuppoſe. it unneceſſa- 
, lince that Part i is equally adapted to both Sexes, 

9: In the laſt place, they have 


Lab for all Obligation to P ery in reſpect 
t#b-1t greater of themlelves, and that in two 


Temętatio nt. Conſic Cit rations : 5 the friſt, of their 


preſent Danger; the ſecond, of 


their final Account. For their De iger, it is evident 
they do not more out- number their Inferiors in a- 
ny thing than in the Opportunities, nay Sollicita- 
tions to Sin. Wealth and Honour have many 
Snares, and which is worſe, do. often diſpoſe the 
Mind to ſuch an heedleſs Security that it takes no 
Care to avoid them; and as in the Body, the Diſ- 


eaſes of Repletion are far more numerous than 
thoſe of Emptincſs, fo the Mind is oftner vitiated 


by 


— —— — 


Sect. V. 
by Affluence and Proſperity, than hy Indigence and 
Adverlity. It becomes therefore thoſe who are 
ſo ſurrounded with Enemies to fortify themfelves'; 


and that they can no way do but by a ſincere Piety, 
that whole armour 7 Cod, which the Apoſtle de- 


Of Pieh. 1 


ſcribes, Eph. vi. 13. by which alone they may repet 
all the darts of tc e nay, not only ward 
the Blow, but wreſt the Weapon out of Satan's 
Hand; fo that when he urges to them the Oppor- 
3 the Impunity which their Wealth and 
catneſs gives them to be had, they may retort 

his Argument, and by a whol eſomer Inference col- 
lect thenee their great Obligation to be good; and 
that not only upon the ſcore of Gratitude e (though 
that were enough to an ingenuous Sou) but, in the 
ſecond Place, of Intereſt a alſo, in reſpect of that Ac- 
count they muſt finally give, For thovgh God be 
not an unjul! Exactor, to reap where he has not 
ſowed, yet he is not ſo nepligently profuſe as to 
do that which no prudent Mau wil! do, ſcatter his 
Goods promiſcuouſly, without taking notice where 

they fall; but as he diſpenſes all things by a parti- 
cular P rovidence, o lie does it to 2 particular E End, 
and will exact as particular an. Account how that 
End has been complied with, 

It is a ſmart Exprobation of 

Go 8 to Ißrael, Ezek. Xvi. 17, And larger ff. 
, 10, that the had ſacrilegiouſ- 2 Ac eoutils 
y employed his ſi/ver and gold, 
his oi, his four aud honey, which he had given her, in 
the /ervice of her idols, by which, as we may ſee, he 
takes notice how we diſpoſe of our temporal Poſſeſ- 
tons, {o it ſhews us how the Indictment will pro- 
-ced againſt all. thoſe 'who ſo pervert their Uſe, 
With what Confuſion mult they appear at the great 
Audit who can give no other Account of their Re- 
£cipts, but that they conſumed them upon their 
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Luſts, waged War againft God a his own Treas 
ſure, and been as well Thieves as Rebels? What 
a Luciterian Fall will they have from their Ho- 
nours, Who have endeavoured to undermine,God's ? 
thought themſelves too great to pay him Homage, 
and by their profane and vicious Example, induced 
a Contempt of H In ſhort, what a Retaliation 
of Inverſions will there then be! thoſe that have 
turned Grace into Wantonneſs, converted his 
Bounty into the Fuel ot their Pride and Luxury, 
ſhall then have their Glory turned into Shame, 
their R. ote and Exceſſes into the Want of a Drop 
of Water, and! hal I retain nothin g of their Great- 
neſs but the Guilt, the grating "Remembrance of 
having abuſed thoie temporal Blethings, which, it 
well managed, might have received them mto ever- 
laſting Habitatious. How neceiſary then is it for 
all who have received fo much ap on Account, to 
be often reflecting. on. it, examining W hat Charges 
the great Owner has impoſed — 10 ample an In- 
-2mec { what God reg aires of them for whom he 
hath done ſo much? And this is particularly the 
Bulineſs of Piety, which, in all the forementioned 
relpects, is, as the uſefulleſt, fo the nobleſt Ac- 
complichment of Greatneis. | 

11. And ſuch it bath been ac- 
counte« til! this profane Age os 
ours, Which has removed all the 
Boundaries of the former, reverl- 
ed even the Inſtincts of Nature, 
and will not leave us ſo much of 
Religion as had the very worlt of 
Heathens. For how erroneous 
ſoever they were in the Choice of their Deities, 
they always honoured and reverenced thoſe they 
choſe, committed moſt of their Enormities in Obe- 


dience, not in Affront to them; did not aſlign them 
Votaries, 


E is the Mu- 
ſtery of this 
Age, that Reli 
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Votaries, as Jeroboam did his Prieſts, of the meaneſt 
of the People, but thought themſelves dignified by 
heir Service, and eſteemed it an Infamy not to be pi- 
ous. But alas! now-2-days we make other Eſtimates ; 
Religion is fo abject, fo contemptible a thing, as is 
thought ft to influence none that are great either 
in Parts or Quality; and therefore, though too ma- 
ny are willing to appropriate it to Women, upon 
the firſt account, as the Goſpel is the feli eff 
re gc hing, 1 Cor. i. 21. yet they make Exceptions 
upon the latter, and are not willing to afford it any 
of the nobler Proſelytes even of that Sex. 
12. I] doubt not there are many 
Lectures read to ſuch, to fortify The Patrons of 
them againſt all Impreſſions of Pi» Athei/m want- 
ety, to raze out the common No- ing the Support 
tion of a God, and, in order to «f Keaſon, are 
that, depoſe his Vicegerent with- /!td70x5 to abet 
in them, diſcard their Conſcience, heir Party by 
that unmannerly Intnate, which is % Authority of 
{ti!] ſpeaking what they have no great Per/ons. 
mind to hear, and will be apt 
ſometimes to queſtion their grand Principle, and 
tell them they have Souls. And truly it is no 
Wonder if the Abettors of Atheiſm take this 
Conrſe ; for ſince they have no ſolid Foundation 
of Truth or Reaſon, it is but neceſſary they ſup- 
port their Party by Authority ; the Countenance 
and Applauſe of great Perſons, and, God knows, 
they have too much fucceeded in the Deſign. 
ut, in the mean time, what Security do they give 
for rhe Truth of their Pretenſions? We know it 
is (till required of thoſe that will practiſe upon o- 
ther People's Concerns, that they put in Caution. 
to tecure the Owner from Damage. But alas! what 
age can they, give for a Soul! Who can contrive 
a Form 
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a Form of Indemnity where that 1s the thing ha- 
zarded ? 


13. It is ealy indeed for one of 
Alſe by ſenſual theſe Apoſtles of Satan, to tell a 
Topicks and Lady that ſhe has nothing to do 
bold Aſertings. but to indulge to her Pleaſure ; 
that it is the extremeſt Folly to be 
frighted from a preſent Enjoyment, by a Fear of I 
know. not what future Smart ; that God, and Sin, 
and Hell, are but Names, certain Mornios and 
Bug- bears, conjured up by Divines, to work upon 
her Fear, and abuſe her Credulity. This, and 
much more of this Kind, may be faid, and I doubt 
often is; but all this while the Queſtion is begged, 
and a ſtrong Affirmation muſt paſs for Proof; tor ! 
defy all the Doctors of Atheiſm to make any De- 
monſtration of their Tenet; and yet, though they 
pretend to no Demonſtration themſelves, Religion 
mult be condemned merely for the Want of it; 
that is for not making ſpiritual things liable to 
Senſe, for diſtinguiſhing between Belief and Science; 
which is indeed for doing the moſt reaſonable thing 
in the World, viz. the remitting every Object 
to the Trial of its proper Faculty ; and they who 
ſuſpect it upon that account, may, by the fame. 
Kind of Logick, wrangle us out of all our Senſes, 
may perſuade us we hear nothing, becauſe 'the Eye 
difcerns not Sounds, that. we taſte not, becauſe the 
Ear underitands not Guſts and Sapors, and ſo oa to 
the reſt. | 
14. And yet this is the Bottom 
They who decry of thoſe Arguments which the 
the Weakneſs of great Pretenders to Reaſon make 


Believing, at againſt Religion; and in the mean 


the I nſtant ex- time have ſo little Ingenuity as to 
pect an implicit exclaim on the light Credulity of 
Aſent to their Fools and Women that embrace 
7 | 
Dic late L . tae 
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the Dictates of Faith, whilſt, at the ſame Inſtant, 
they exact a more implicit Aſſent to their negative 
Articles, their No-religion. A ſtrange magiſterial 
Confidence, fo to impoſe on this Age, what is ſo 
univerſally contradictory to all former, and to the 
common Verdict of Mankind. For it is obſervable 
rough all the Succeſſious of Men, that there were 
acver any Society, any collective body of Atheiſts. 
\ lingle one perbaps might here and there be found, 
(as we ſee ſometimes Monſters, or miſhapen Births 


oy 


nt for the Generality they had always ſuch Inſtincts 


ot a Deity, that they never thought they ran far 


>»zoough from Atheiſm ; but rather choſe to multi- 


ply their Gods, to have too many than none at all; 
13, were apt to deſcend to the Adoration of 
things below themſelves, rather than to renounce 
tne Power above them. By which we may fee 
dat the Notion of a God is the moſt - indelible 
(haracter of natural Reaſon ; and therefore what- 
Pretence our Atheilts make to - Ratiocination 
ud deep Diſcourſe, it is none of that primitive 
fundamental Reaſon, coetaneous with our Humani- 
but is indeed a Reaſon fit only for thoſe who 
vn themfelyes like the Beaſts that periſh. 
„ But admit we could be 
ui- bountiful to them, and al- The Tenets of 
their Opinion an equal Pro- Atheiſts, if pro- 
ability With our Faith, yet even Gable in am De- 
is could never juſtify any body in gree, cannot be 
Point of Prudence, that ſhould /afe. 
here to them. Common Diſ- 
tion teaches us, that where two Propoſitions 
an equal Appearance of Truth, there is no 
nal Inducement to prefer one before the o- 
„till we have examined the Conſequences, 
aud tind ſomething. in the one which may over- 
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poiſe. and outweigh the contrary. Now in all 
things that concera Practice, there are no Motives 
ſo conſiderable, either to invite or avert, as Ad- 
vantage or Danger. 
16. Let us apply this to the 

preſent Caſe, 23 examine the Pre- 

A Parallel of tenſions of the Atheilt and the 
he Trtereſts of Chriſtian in both reſpects. But 
the Atheilts firit, we are to remember, that 
both Ad vantage and Danger are 

to be viewed under a double Notion, either as pre- 
ſent or as future. The fort is the Atheiſt's molt 
proper Subject, and indeed all he can pertinently 
ſpeak to, oh profeſſes himſelf only a Man of this 
World. Here he will tell us, that the Diſbelief ef 
God and another Life is the great Enfranchiſer of 
Mankind, ſets us at liberty from that Thraldom, 
thoſe Bonds wherewith our ſuperſtitions Fears had 
fettered us, that it ſuperſedes all thoſe nice and 
pet plexing Enquiries of lawful and unlawful, and re- 


duces all our Inquiſitions only to this one, how we 


ſhall moſt pleaſe ourſelves. The Glutton need not 
pk a Knife to his Throat, but is only to put an 
Edge upon his Palate. The Drunkard need not re- 
frain his Cups, but only take care that they be filled 
with the molt delicious Liquor. The Wanton need 
not pull out his Eye, but only contrive to E 
what that tempts him to defire ; and, in a Word, 
none of our Appetites need be reſtrained, but ſatiſ- 
tied. And this uncontrouled Licent.outneſs, this 
brutiſh Liberty, is that umu bunu, that ſu- 
preme Happineſs which they propoſe to them 
felves, and to which they invite others. 
17. On the other Side the Chri- 
and the Pious. ſtian is not without his Claim to a 
preſent Advantage, tho' of a tar 


differing Nature; he is not ſo pre polterous as to 
thi nk 
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think it a Preferment to fink below lis Kind; t 
aſpire to an Aſſinilation with meer Animals, which 
's the utmoſt the former amounts to, bat he pro- 
poſes to himſelf the Satisfaction of a Man; thoſe 
Delights which may entertain his Reaſon not his 
Senſe, which conſiſt in the Rectitude of a'well ins 
formed Mind. His Religion is the perfecteſt Scheme 
of Moralitv, and makes him a Philoſopher without 
the Help of the Schools, it teaches him the Art of 
ſubduing his Appetites, calming his Paſſions, and, 
in 2 word, makes him Lord of himſelf; and 
that gives him all the Pleaſures which reſult from 
{uch a Sovereignty. Nor is he totally void even 
of the Pleaſures of Senſe, which in many Inſtances 
are greater to him than to thoſe that moſt court 
them. Temperance cooks his coarſeſt Diet to x 
grcater Guſt than all their ſtudied Mixtures; Chalti- 
ty makes one lawful Embrace more grateful to him 
than all the nauſeating Variety of their unbounded 
Luſts ; and Contentment {wells his Mite into a Ta 
lent, makes him richer than the Indies would de), 
if he delired beyond them. Nor is it a contemy + 
ble Benet, that his Moderation gives him an Im- 
munity from thoſe ſenſitive Pains which oft brin 
ap the Rear of inordinate ſenſual Pleaſures. So 
that his Condition, even ſet in the worſt Light, un 


that very Particular wherein the Atheiſt moſt tri- 
umphs over him, is not fo deplorable as it is repre- 
lented.  * 


18. But if it were, he has Plea- 

lures that would infinitely over- The Atvartage 

wielm that Smart, and that not of the Pious in 

02:1y in his Reaſon (as hath been ſaid re/pedt of Plea- 

hefore) but in his more ſublime di- fare. 

„iner Part, ſuch Irradiations from 

avove, ſuch Antepaſts of his future Bliſs, ſuch A > 

quictcence in a calm and ſerene Conſcience, as 

very chcaply bought with all he can ſuffer he 
Vol. III. X I kn; 
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I know the Profane laugh at theſe things as Chime- 
xas and the liluſtons of a prepoſleiſed Fancy (and | 
truly if they were fo, they might yet come in Ba- 

lance with many of their Pleafures, - which are as 
much owing to Opinion and Imayination :) But if 
we conſider what Supports they have given under 
the heavieſt Preſſures, how they enabled the primi- 
tive Martyrs, not only to ſufler, but even to court 
all that is {formidable to human Nature, we cannot 
think that a mere fantaſtick imaginary Joy could de- 


ceive the Senſe of ſuch real, ſuch acute Torments. 
And tho' in this great Declination of Zeal, there be 
perhaps few that can pretend to thoſe higher De- 
grees of ſpiritual Faptures, yet certainly were the 
Votes of all devout Perſons collected, they would 
all concur in this Teſtimony, that, even in the com- 
mon Offices of Piety, the ordinary Diſcharge of a 
good Conſcience, there is an infinitely greater Com- 
placence, a higher Guſt and Reliſh than in all tho 
Pleaſures of Senſe. But of this the moſt irrefra- 
gable Witneſſes are thoſe, who from great Voluptn- 
aries have turned Devotees; and 1 dare appeal to 
thcir Experience, whether of the two States is the 
molt pleaſant. J wih thoſe who will not believe 
this on others Words, would themſelves make the 
Trial, and till they do ſo, they are notoriouſly un- 
Juſt to pronounce that a Fiction, of whole Reality 


| 


they refuſe to make Proof. 

: 19. By what hath been faid, 
Cn: the account ome Eſtimate may be made, which 
of Eternity. bids faireſt (the Atheiſt or Chri- 
: ſtian) as to preſent temporal Fe: 
Leity ; but alas! what an Allay, what a Damp 
is it to Felicity, to ſay it is temporal yet we mav 
give it a Term below that, aud lay it is momentar; 
For ſince our Life is ſo, nothing that depends 0 
that can be otherways; and yet in this allow Bo, 
T9 ten 
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| tom the Irreligious embark their All. For, as to 
all fatore Advantage, it is their Principle to dif- 
claim it, they diſcern uu reward for blameleſs ſouls, 
[{';/1, ii. 22. So that in this Particular the Chri- 
{tion docs not compare with, but triumph over 
them. He knows, that if his earthly houſe of this 


* 


tabernacle be difſolved, he hath a building of God D 
1 houl? nt made with hands, eternal in the hea- {Ml 
5 2 Cor. v. 1. That when he parts with his 
Life, he does not reſign his Happineſs, but ſhall re- 
ceive it infinitely improved both in Degree and Du- 
ration. And now certainly it is viſible” enough: 
which Opinion propoſes the fairer Hopes, and, cone 
lequently, which i promo an equal Probability 
of. Truth) is the molt inviting; 

20, But ſome Spirits there are F; 
lo ignoble; that the moſt glorious The Parallel 98 
Prize cannot animate them; that, between the ſu- 
ike a Swine, the Muſcles of ture Proſpects o 
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whoſe Eyes, they ſay, permit him the Atheiſt a | | 
not to look-upwards, is not con- Pious. 11 
cerned in all the Felicities above, 1 
but would at a venture reſign his Share in tlioſe, fo 1 
ne may ſecurely enjoy his Huſk and Draff. But WW 
yet even thoſe who are incapable of the more ge- 1 
nerous Reſentments, may be apt enough to the 1 
more ſervile; and Danger may fright, though Glo- Wl 
ry cannot allure them. It concerns ſuch therefore. 1 
10 compare the Miſchiets which each Opinion bl 
tireatens to their Oppoſites, and from thence | 
make an Eſtimate which is ſafeſt to be choſen: 9 
nd here let the Atheiſt himſelf caſt up the Ace 1 
count of the Dangers conſequent to Chriſtianity, q 
dit can all amount but to this, the Deprivation 1 
vr rather Moderation) of ſome preſent ſenſual 1 
ealures, or the incurring of ſome preſent ſenſitive” Ml 
Fans; the former, in the daily Exerciſe of Tem- 1 I 
X 2 perance 1 

* 
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perance and Mortification ; the latter, (more rare- 
ly, and oftner in Purpoſe than Act) the ſuffering 
for Rightzouſreſs fake. And both theſe the Chri- 
ſtian balances, nay out-weighs by two more impor- 
tant preſent Hazards on the other Side. To the 
former, he oppoſes the Danger of being enſlaved to 
the brutiſh Part of a Man's ſelf, a thing fo deplo- 
Table, even in the Judgment of Humanity, that all 
Writers of Ethicks have uniformly declared no Ser- 
vility to be ſo ſordid and intolerable as that of the 
vicious Man to his Paſhons and Luſts. To the lat- 
ter he confronts the Miſchief of being a Slave to 
every Man elic ; for ſuch he certainly is, whom the 
Fear of ſuffering .can baffle out of any thing he 
thinks juſt and honeſt. For if all the Men in the 
World could ſucceſſively have the Power to afflit 
him, they would alſo have to command and rule 
him; and what can be more abject, more below the 
Dignity. of human Nature, than to have a Spirit al- 
ways prepared for ſuch a Servitude ! Belides, even 
the utmoſt Sufferings which Chriſtanity can at any 


time require, is outvied daily by the Effects oi 


Luxury and Rage, and for one that has Opportunity 
to be 2 Martyr for his God, thouſands become io to 
their Vices. 
21. If from the preſent we look 
Aud the mani- forward to future Dangers, the A- 
feſt Advantage theilt muſt here be perfectly ſilent; 
of the Picus. he cannot ſay, that the Chriſti- 
an after this Life ſhall be in any 


worſe Eſtate than himſelf, fince he concludes they 


Nail both be the ſame Nothing: But the Chriitizn 
threatens him with a more diſmal State. He allows 
him indeed a Being, yea an eternal one; but it 18 
only ſuch as qualifies him for a Miſery as eternal, 
the Worm that never dies, the Fire unquenchabſe. 
where all the Exceſſes of his ſhort Pleaſures ſha! 


be 
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be revenged with more exceſſive endleſs Torments: 
lis Senſes, which were here the only Organs of his 


Felicity, ſhall then be (tho' not the only) the ve- 


ry ſenſible Mediums of his Wretchedneſs ; and that 
Conſcience, which he here ſuſpended from its Office, 


wall then take out its Arrears, and return all its 
{t:fed Admonitions in perpetual Horrors, and de- 
ſperate Upbraidings. 1 nced not now {ure aſk on 
which Side the greater Danger lies. 

22. To conclude, the Reſult of 


is, that the tranſitory Pleaſures If common Pru- 


»f the Atheilt are overpoiſed e- dence be appeal. 
en by the preſent Satisfactions of ed to, in like ſe- 
the Pious. And the Eternity of cular Circume 
unbounded, inconceivable Joys ſtances, the A. 
he expects hereafter, comes in ex theiſt would de- 
avungdanti, having nothing on termine again{l 
the other Side that offers at a himſelf. 
Competition with it. And at the 


ery ſame Rate of Proportion we have ſeen the 


angers alſo are fo, that we can eaſily compure 


the utmoſt Miſchief our Chriſttanity can do us, if 


t ſhould be falle ; but the Damage of the other is 
mahle, both for the Penalty of Loſs and Senſe, 
12Y now appeal to common Prudence to judge 
the vaſt Inequality, and to pronounce, that ſure 
e had need be ſome great Evidence of Truth on 
\rheiſts Side, to preponderate all theſe Dif 


wagtages. Indeed, nothing much below a De- 


tration can juſtify the Choice of ſo dangerous 
Principles; I am furs an equal Probability can ne- 
ver do it, where the Danger is ſo unequal ; and 
were the verieſt Atheiſts conſulted ina ſecular Caſe 
the like Circumſtances, he would certainly pro- 


ance him a Madman that ſhould make ſuch an- 


4 


+12ctton., How deſperate a Frenzy then is it to do- 
„ /4thout 10 much as that equal Probability; nay, 
X. 3 indeed, 
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245 The Ladies Calling, Part J. 
indeed, without any Probability at all? And yet 
this Madneſs ſets up for the Monopoly, not of Wit 
only, but Reaſon too; and, by Confidence and Cla- 
mour, ſeeks to run down thoſe Arguments it can 
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never confute. 


The precedent 
Dięreſſion ne- 
ceſſary for Per- 
fons of Quality 
who are enga- 
gedin promiſcu- 
ous Canuverſa- 
tion. 


23. I may be thought here to 


have made too long a Digreſſion 


from my proper Subject, but 1 
cannot confeſs it ſo ; for ſinee my 
preſent Buſineſs is to recommend 
Piety, I canno way do that ſo effec- 
tually as by ſhewing its Conſonan- 
cy to right Reaſon, eſpecially con- 
ſidering the buſy Induſtry now 


. = them this Service, to put them in Mind of what 


5 uſed to repreſent. it under another 
Form, and to alienate from it thoſe Perſons whoſe 
Greatneſs may give it any Luſtre or Repute in the 
World; of which fort I ſuppoſe there are few 
more frequently attacked than Women of Quality, 
that..converſe among thoſe who call themſelves the 
Wits of the Age; who living in ſo infectious an 
Air, had need of ſome Antidotes about them; and 
if what 1 have now offered, appear not forcible e- 

noughb, (for it pretends not to the Tithe of what 
may be ſaid on the Subject) yet it may at leaſt do 


they need, and ſend them to the fuller Diſpenſato- 
ries of others. | X 
24. And that is the thing ! 


. 
1 n 


It is the Athe- 


 #/f'5 grand 


Maxim, that 

zone who pro- 
feſſes Divinity 
ſhould be con- 
fulted with, 


LY bn 2 "a 4 f 
o Q 1 7 S. i 4% 


1 8 ES 5 = Wen * L 7 if nene 8 
17 oi PE þ YE! TS” = #.&Y} n 3 * E 14 * * + 'y CET 
bu up. 0 . 7 p * N 
P * 
N 3 11 * - 


4 5 — 5 5 
* . 0 =>. 
il —, 3 ASS 1 
f l mc A e 
9 944 * * p 
k Ti, 0 þ 
TAG N 1 —y 
WY Fa CERT * ſ _ . 
bs £ — 1 3 
Rn e 9 = 


© =Y Po 
RY; * * — 
_ Fo, i * 


ſhould earneſtly beg of them, that 
they would be ſo juſt to their.own 
Intereſt, as not. to combine with 
Seducers againſt themſelves ; but 
if they have been ſo unhappy as 
to lend one Ear to them, yet at 
leaſt not to give. up both to bs 
forced in a. ſlavilh Submiſſion to 
Fae 
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their Dictates, bat bear what m be ſaid on-the 
other Side. And ſure it is but a low Compotitian 
dor God thus to divide with Satan, yet it is that 
vf which his Enuſſaries are fo jealous, that it is one 
of their grand Mawims, that none who profeſles 
Divinity is to be adviſed with; and therefore by 


ali Arts they are to be rendered either ridiculous, 


or ſuſpected; to which methinks may be applied 
that Fable (which Demoſtherzcs. once recited to the 
Athenians, when Alexander demanded of them to 
deliver up their. Orators) of the Wolves and the 
Sheep, who coming to a Treaty, the firſt Article 
of the Wolves was, that the Sheep ſnould give 
their Maſtiffs which guarded them: TheReſemblance 
is 200 obvious to need a minute Application. 
25. But this is manifeſtly to 

reverſe all former Rules, and to A Propoſal ma 
truſt a Man rather in any Fa- i judged moſſ un- 


| culty than his own, and would rang in all 


never have prevailed in any other Inſtances. 
ting but. where the Soul is 

concerned, that poor. deſpicable thing whereon 
lone we think fit to make Experiments. It is 
ſure, that if any ſhould diſpute their Title to an 
carthly Poſſeſhon, they would not ſo tamely reſign 
„ nor would truſt their own-lelves.in its Defence, 
but would. conſult their ableſt Lawyers, and, by 
them, ſiſt out every Circumſtance that might eſta- 
ih their Chim. Why. ſhould they then ſuffer 
themſeives to be talked out of an heavenly Inhe- 
raance, without ſo much as once propoſing their 
ioubts to thoſe whoſe Study and Profeſlion it is to 
relvlve them: But, as in all other IIls, fo in this, 
2rovention is better, than Cure; and theretoretothoſe 
that are yet untainted, the ſecureſt Courſe will be to 
top both Ears againſt all profane Inſinuations, and 
% ue thole who tempt them to be diſloyal to their 
God, 
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God, that ſpiritual Adultery, as they ſhould do 
thoſe who ſolicite them to the carnal, not fo much 
2s to enter parley, bat with the greateſt Indigna- 
tion deteſt and reject them. It is the Saying of the 


Wiſe Man, Prov. xxv. 23. that an a/igry counte- 
nauce driveth away a back-biting fongue. And cer- 
tainly, would great Perſons look Severely on ſuch 
Defamers of Religi on, they would give ſome Check 
to that In dudence of Profanencſs which has given it 
ſuch a Vogue in the World. 
| 26. And {ure this is much their 
"wy ſhould thiuu Duty to do, if they own any Re- 
t difin zenuous lation to that God who is fo dif- 
to fit nacoucern- honoured. They would think it 
edwhenaFriend a very difingenuous thing to fit by 
67 B enefactor if to hear a Friend or Benefactor re- 
reviles,and muſt viled, and expreſs no Diſpleaſure; 
have little Value and is God to friendleſs among 
for God andRe- them, that only his Traducers and 


lipion, if we can Blaſphemers can be patiently 


hear them tra- heard! Among the Jews, at 
duced. the hearing of any Blaſphemy, 
they rent their Cloaths; but 1 


fear we have ſome of our nice Dames that would be 


much more donc raed at a Rip in their Garment, 
than at the rending and violating God's facred 
Name; and could more patiently behold the total 
Subverſion of Religion, than the Diſorder or Mit- 
lacing of a Lock or Ribband. But it is to be 
hoped there are not many ſo impion, and thoſe 
that are not, will ſurely think themſelves oblige 
with all their Power, to diſcountenance all the Fau- 

tors of Irreligion, whether they be the ſolemn ſe- 
dater Sort, that would argue, or the jollier, that. 
would. rally them out of their Faith, 
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25. But when they have thus pro- | 
vided againſt the Aſſaults of others, The ſecond No- 
and ſecured the ſpeculative Part tion of Piet) re- 
of Religion, they have only eſta- /ates to prudtick 
bliſhed a Judicatory againſt them- Duty. it 
ſelves, ſtored up matter of Con- | 
viction and 1 if they anſwer it not in the 
Practick. I muſt therefore, after this long Excur- 
ſion, return to my firſt Point, and beſeech them ſe- 
riouſſy to weigh the Obligations they have to Piety 
in the general Notion of it, as it comprehends all 
the Duties of a Chriſtian Life; of which as I in- 
tend not to ſpeak particularly, ſo I know not 1 
where to find a better Summary than that which St. | | 
James has drawn up, Chap. i. ver. 27. Pure reli 1 
gion and undefiied 18 Cod even the Father, is 


this, to viſit, the fatherieſs and widews in their ali 


tion, ond to keep himſelf unſpatted frum the world. 1 

28. But beſides this general, 1 
there is (as I ſaid before) ano—- The As of 1 
ther more reſtrained Notion of Worſhip or De- 15 
Picty, as it relates to our more votion which the bu 
immediate Intercourſe with God female Sex has 1 
in divine Ordinances and Worſhip, great Prapriety | 1 
in which reſpect it CR in. 5 
paſſes under the Name of Devo- 1 
tion; and thus conſidered it has a great Propriety 1 
the female Sex. For Devotion is a tender Plant, 3 
hat will fearce root in ſtiff or rocky Ground, but 8 
2quires a ſupple gentle Soil, and therefore the fe- | [ 


une Softnefs and Pliableneſs is very apt and proper 
it. And accordingly there have been very emi- 
nent Growths of it in that Sex. I need not heap 
-xamples of former Apes, but rather perſuade 
113 t0 leave ſome at lealt to the following; and 
in? more conſiderable the Perſons are, the more 
$00tpicuous will be the Example, which ſeems the 
| more 
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more to adapt it to thoſe I now ſpeak to. Devo- | 
tion in a Cloiſter is as recluſe as the V Votary, a 
Light rather under a Buſhel than on a Candleſtick 
And in an obſcure Cottage, it is either not obſery+ 
ed, or elſe thought to be but the Ffect of Deſtitu 
tion and cular Wants, a Reſerve rather than 2 


it Choice: But when thoſe, who are in the Eve of the 
World, the moſt eminent Actors on the Theatre of 
human Life, ſhall chuſe the Part of a Saint, when 
5 thoſe, who want none of the Divertiſements or 
A Blandiſhments of Earth, hall have their Converla- 
1 tion in Heaven, this recommends it to the Spe ga- 
5 = tors as the true and greateſt Object of 3 
By Choice; ſince it is choſen by thoſe who know the 
— utmoſt Pretence of all its Competitors. | 
RE 29. Nor is Devotion only more 
— W omen of Qua- excellent in them in regard of its 
— lity have feu ſo- E ffects, but it is alſo more neceſſa- 
— _ cular Avoca- ry in reſpect of their Obligation. 
; —— tion,. Hevotion is an Abſtraction from 
85 the World, and therefore cannot in 
8 any eminent e be practiſed by thoſe whoſe Ne- 
—_ ceſſities or Buſineſs, do much entangle them in it. 
—_ So that from ſuch a far leſs Proportion will be ac- 
>. "Sn cepted, than from thoſe whoſe Plenty and Eaſe give 
„ them no other Want but that of Employment. And 
. 3 if there be any of whom that can truly 
5 ; be ſaid, Women of Quality are the Perſons : For 
| 5... they in this reſpect exceed even Men of the like 
Rank, For the Men are often engaged in publick 
- Empioyments, and muſt Jend moſt of their Time to 
1 the Uſe of others; or however, all have the Care 
„„ of their own private Affairs, the Managery of their 
2 5 * Fortunes to em ploy them. 5 it of Women, the ut- 
„5 moſt that is ordinarily required, is but a little caly 
„ Inſpec tion within their own Walls, the Over':ght 
5 of a few Children and Servaats ; and even from 
= this 


Sed. v. Prot 25 il 
this how many are by their Condition of Life ex- YB 
| empted and how-many more do by their Nice- 1 [ 
nels and Delicacy exempt themſelves? And ſurely $ 
lo perfect a Vacancy is neither happy nor fafe. 1 
and therefore God who projects we ſhould be both, 1 


er deſigned it ſor any of Mankind; but v bere 
gives ſo much Liberty from ſecular, he expects 
: a greater Diligence in {piritual Employments. 
30. And indeed it is an amaz- 
ung thing to fee, that any, into 1? rs an amaz- 
whom he hath breathed the Breath ing Froſpedt to 
| 4 INN on whom he has ſtamped /e Seals born 
Image of his own Eternity, for Immortality 
think thoſe immortal Souls prir/uing the 
re given them only to ſerve the Uſes of the Bo- 
mean and abject Oles of their cor- dy. 
optible Bodies, (for which the 


il of the dulleſt Animal would have done as 


* 


well;) that Eating and Drinking, Sleep and Recre- i 3 | 
tions, which are only uſeful to the on rting us 1 
this World, are the only things for which we i 
ere lent hither. And vet, if we may mealure 1 
their  Opi ions by their Practice, this ſeems to be 43 
ſuaſion of many of our female Geniry, who 1 
| up on it as a Degrading, a Kind of Artainder 1 
their Blood, to do any thing but pleaſe the! WW 
>onles, An Frror {ure of the molt pernicious Con- 1 
ſequence oy omable. We know a Lady of Plea- 1 
reis in one Senſe a very ſcandalous Epithet, and 1 
ily it is no very laudable one in the other; nay, | 
chi is worſe, they are often coincident, and fall iz 
with each other. She whoſe fole univerſal Aim 1% 


'lafure, will not think herſelf much out of her 1 
, it the Purſuit of any Particular. And ſhe that 
(111.45 the lives for no other Purpoſe, will ſo often 

at a me for innocent Pleaſure, that ſhe is almoſt 
under a Neceſſity to call in the nocent, to ſerve the 
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very End (as ſhe ſuppoſes) of hes” Being. But in- 
d, were they ſure to confine themſelves to ſuch 
23 are harmleſs in their Kind, yet the Exceſs ot 
them renders them finful, and the doting Purſuit 
denominates ha Lovers of Pleaſures mere than 
Lovers of God, a Character ſo black, that the 
Apoſtle compleats his Catalogue of the worlt Vices 
of the worſt times With it, 2 Tim. iii. 4. 
31. It is therefore the great 
Spiritual Ple a- Goodneſs of God to deſigu a 
ſures woitld be Reſcue for thoſe whoſe Condi- 
more entertain= tion expoſes them to that Dan- 
ing as well as ger, and by exacting a liberal Ex- 
mare noble. pence of Time in their Devotion, 
divert them from Iaviſhing both it 
and their Souls together. Neither does he by this 
defeat their Aim of a pleaſant Life, but rather aſſiſt 
it : For whereas ſenſual Delights are vagrant, and 
muſt be chaced through a hundred Turnings and 
wild Mazes, the ſpiritual are fixed, and one may al. 
ways know where to {ind them. How often are 
the Voluptuous in pain to know which Pleaſure to 
chooſe ? Like a ſurfeited Stomach, the greater Va- 
riety is ſet before it, the more it nauſeates all. 
What Difficulties hath a Lady many times to re- 
ſolve whether an Afternoon ihall be ſpent at che 
Court, or at the Theatre; whether in Dancing, or 
at Cards; in giving, or receiving Viſits; as not 
knowing whick will beſt pleaſe her. But ſhe that 
knows the Delights of Devotion, knows withal 
that there is no other fit to come in Competition 
with it; and fo is not diſtrated in her Choice, nor 
need go farther than her Cloſet for the molt agree- 
able Entertainment. I know this will ſound a little 
incredible to thoſe that know no other Uſe of Clo- 
ſets than a Conſervatory of Gauds and Baubles ; 


. 


that aſpire to no Pleaſure there above that of 


Child en, 
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Children, the playing with the Pictures and Pup- 
pets that adorn it. Nor indeed do I pretend that 
ſuch ſhall find thoſe Satisfactions I ſpeak of. Thoſe 
whoſe Errand is to Beelzebub, the God of Flies, 
miſt not expect to be treated by the God of 7/rael. 
An ingenuous Man will ſcorn to obtrude himſelf on 
thoſe who defire not his Company, and ſure God 
will not make himſelf more cheap. Thoſe that 
will meet him in their Cloſets, muſt come with 
that Deſign, refort thither as to an Oratory; nay 
more than ſo, they muſt come frequently. Spiri- 
tual Joys know not the Way to a Place where they 
are not often invited; and as Men ſeek for each o- 
er, not in Places where they ſeldom or never 
dome, but where they daily frequent; ſo God con- 
trives, not to meet us in that Place where we ap- 
pear rarely and accidentally, but where we uſually 
relort. 

32. I {hall not need to branch | 
out Dyvotion into the ſeveral Of prblick De- 
that being done already in a #o9tzon, to which 
Multitude of other Treatiſes, of that of the Cio- 
which, if they pleaſe to confult a- ſet muſt pre- 
ny one, they cannot want a Di- pare. 
rectory for their Worſhip, whe- 
ther private or publick. Only let me obſerve the 
Order and Connexion of thoſe two, that they are 
neither to be ſevered, nor yet to be ranged prepo- 
itcrouſſy. The private muſt not juſtle out the 
poblick, for God expects his ſolemn Here: And 
their huddling it up in private, as it may give Men 
ground to ſuſpect they pay none at all; ſo neither 
God nor Man can collect any thing better from it 
than that they are aſhamed of the Deity they pre- 
tend to ſerve. On the other ſide, the publick muſk 
as little ſwallow up the private, and os it does, 
there may be a juſt Doubt of its Sincerity. Many 

Vor. III. Y Attractives 
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Attractives there may he to Church beſides that of 


Piety ; and indeed, where that is really the Motive, 


it teaches ſo much Reverence to that awful Pre- 
ſence they are to approach, as not to come without 
ſome Preparation. What Solicitude, what critical 
Niceneſs will a Lady have for her Dreſs when ſhe is 
to appear at a ſolemn Meeting at Court, and tha}! 
ſhe take no care how ſordidly, how indecently ſhe 
appear when the King of Kings gives Audience! 
Shall many Hours, Days, nay perhaps Weeks, be 
taken up in contriving {or the one, and ſhall there 
never be 2 Minute allotted for the other? Thie 
were ſure very unequal ; and yet this is the Caſe 
where the Devotion of the Cloſet does not prepare 
for that of thqChurch. If the Mind be not firſt 
tuned there, it will be very ill qualified for thai 
Harmony of Souls, which is the only thing God 


regards in our publick Offices. So that were there 


no other Uſe of private Devotion, but as it relates 
to the publick, that were enough to ſpeak the Ne- 
ceſſity. ot it. 
| 33. But indeed it is not only a 
As alſo for ci- needful Preparative to that acres 
vil Commerce, Commerce, but to our civil. The 
= World is-but a larger Sort of Peſt⸗ 
houſe, in every Corner of it we meet with infedi- 
ous Airs, and thoſe that converſe in it had need of 
this Antidote. How many Temptations does ev« 
ry Place, every Hour, every Interview, preſent to 
the ſhocking even of that moral Integrity which 3 
{ſober Heathen would judge fit to preſerve ; much 
more of that ſtrict Piety our Chriſtianity exadts ! 
A . . - * y 10! 
Origen's Mi/car- 36 It was the Obſervatio: 
| „ „„ that Origen made of hitmſel,, 
riage was preced- | 
bo the W that the Day on which he 19 
ed * the Neglect a 
ſhamefully fell, by facrifciny 


be al to Idols, he had ventured oi! 
il 
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in the Morning, before he had compleated his uſu- 
al Prayers, the Devil finding him ſo anarmed, took 
Advantage to ailauls him, as knowing he had then 
but a ingle impotent Man to wreſtle with, who-had 
forteited, by not invoking, the protection of God. 
and indeed, ſince Prayer is the moſt powerful E. 
orciſm to ject him, we may well conclude the O- 
miſhon of it is a likely Means to invite him : For if 
God haue not the Prepolſethon, if we do not by hearty 
Prayer ſurrender our Souls to him in the Morning, 
= y are then, all the Day after, like that emptyHoule 
-ntioned in the Goſpel, a fit Receptacle for as man 

evi Spirits as pleafe to inhabit there. Nor are theſe 
ſpirit! tal the only Dangers that attend us, we are li- 
able to a Multitude of ſecular ones alſo: Our Perſons, 
dur Fortunes, our Reputations, every thing wherein 
we can receive a. Benefit, renders us equally capable x 
of a Prejudice. What Multitudes of Accidents are 11 
there to which we lie open, and nothing to guard I 
as from them but the Divine Providence ? which IJ. 
ii we neglect to ſolicit we are ſure very unworthy | | 
i 
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of its Defence. And this is a Conſideration that 
inethinks ſhould bring even the molt ſenſual Perſons 
pon their Knees ; for though too many may be I 
found that deſpiſe the former Danger, and can con- 
entcdly enough expoſe their Souls, yet ſuch are 11 
uſua ally the moſt tender of their temporal Concerns, 11 
it being commonly the exceſſive Love of thoſe 9 
which makes them neglect the other. She that 
e ars not the Fall into Sin, will yet fear the 
Tumbling into a Precipice, and though the care not 
tor the ſpotting of her Innocence, would be very 
'oath any Accident ſhould blemiſh her Face, diſpa- 
age her Fame, or impoveriſh her Fortune ; and' 
yet from any or all of theſe ſtre is utterly unable to Si 
_ :-: 1 he rlelk. So that if Piety will not, yet Inter- 
ec, methiuks, ſhould render her an Homager to that 
» as S 8 omnipotent 
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omnipotent Power, from whence 4 the can de- 


rive her Safety. 
35. And now methinks a Duty 
Prayer as much that is thus bound on with the 
our Intereſi as Cords of a Man, with human as wel! 
Dix;. as divine Perſuaſives, ſhould not ea- 
ſily be ſhaken off. I with I could 
fay it never is; but I fear there are ſome of thoſe ! 
now ſpeak to, who neglect it in ſpite of all thoſe 
Inducements; who, though they can pretend no- 
thing ſerious enough to own the Name of Buſineſs, 
do yet ſuffer a Succeſſion of I know not what Imper- 
tinencies to divert them. And indeed were the Ex- 
:nce of ſome Ladies Days calculated, we mould 
find every Hour fo full of Einptineſs, ſo overladen 
with Vanities, that it is ſcarce imaginable where an 
Ofice of Devotion ſhould crowd in. 
30. The Morning is divided 
Yet Vanity and between Sleep and Dreſſing ; nor 
Diverſiou leave would the Morning ſuffice, but 
10 Xoom for it. that they are fain to make a new 
Computation to meaſure it, not 
by the Sun, but by their Time of Dining, which 
1s often as late as the ſtationary Hours of the pri- 
mitive Faſts, though upon a far differing Motive. 
The Afternoons being by this means re Juced, are 
too ſhort for thoſe many Divertiſements that await 
them, and muſt therefore borrow as much of ti 
Night as they lent to the Morning, And when = 
mere Fatigue of Pleaſures fend a Lady to her Reit 
it is not imaginable that the will oe rmit Devotion 
to induce a yet greater and more difapreea ble Laff 
"tude : So that the whole Round of her Time fecms 
to be a Kind of magick Circle, wherein nothing that 
is holy muſt appear. And indeed it is one of the 
higheſt $ en of Satan, thus to foreſtal ther 


Time, and, by a perpetual Supply of R Fra 
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ſenſibly ſteal from them the Opportunities of di- 
vine Offices; an Artifice by which I preſume he 


prevails on ſome, who would ſtartle at his groſſer 


and more apparent Temptations. 

27. Nor needs he more than | 
the Succefs of this Project; for The Omiſſion' of 
if this habitual: Neglect of Piety Prayer is to ve 
ſhould not finally end in great and withaut God in 
criminal Commiſſions, (as it is na- the World, 
turally very apt to do) yet his In- 
tereſt is ſufficiently ſecured by ſuch a cuſtomary O- 
miſſon, which amounts to no leſs than the living 
without God in the world ; a State lo hopeleſs, that 
when the Apoſtle recollects to- the Epheſians the” 
\\ retchednetſs of their Gentile State, he does it in 
theſe very Words, Epheſ. i. 12. And fure thoſe 
that live ſo under Chriſtianity, are not in a better, 
hut worſe Condition, by how much Contempt of: 
Gol is more unpardonable than Ignorance. 

8. It therefore infinitely con- 
cerns thoſe who are in Danger of fo. Praxer will le 
iatal a Snare, to look about them, beſt /ecured by: 
1d endeavour to. countermine being the firſt 
Satan, aud be as induſtrious to ſe- Work of the 

their Duty, as he is to fup- Day. 
ant it: And to this 8 
une ot the uſefulleſt Expedients I know, is to be 
atorchand with him; I mean, to make their Devo- 
tions the firſt. Butineſs of the Day; by which I in- 
cn not only thoſe Ejaculations wherewith+we all 
nould open our Eyes, but their more ſet and ſo- 
mn Prayers; a Practice ſo highly expedient to the 
Verlons forementioned, that it falls lite ſhort of 
neceſſary; and that upon ſeveral Reaſons. 

39. Firſt, in relation to one of the 
great Ends of Morning Prayer, which I Morning 
is to ſupplicate the Guidance and Pro- Prayer be not! 

| | 27 hr ©» tection. 


N.. 
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begun till the tection of God for the whole Day, 
Ladies Dreſſing Now it this be not done till ſome 
be finiſhed, it Ladies Dreſſings be finiſhed, it will 
will be a Mock- be half a Mockery, a moſt pre- 
ery, and be re- polterous Requeſt, as to the great- 
ally Evening eſt Part of the Day, which will 
Prayer. be pat before; and, beſides the 
Abſurdity, there is Danger in it; 
for all the preceeding Inne is as it were outlawed 
by it, put from under the Divine Protection. 
Alas! are God's Safeguards to be only meridiona! ? 
to ſhine out only with the Noon-day Sun? Do they 
ſuppoſe Satan keeps their Hours, and ſtirs not a- 
broad till the Afternoon, that there is no Danger 
either of corporal or ſpiritual Miſchiefs before that 
Time of the Day ? Certainly, if e ue of the harp 
and the col, which 1/aiah mentions, Chap. v. 12. do 
not drown it, they may often hear a Morning as 
well as Evening Paſling-bell. With how many o- 
thers does tbe Glaſs of Lite run out, whilit they 
are at their Looking-glalies * How many Bodies are 
maimed and wounded in the Time they are trim- 
ming and decking theirs * And who made them dif- 
fer from others, 1 Cor. iv. 7! Or what Tenure 
have they in the Safety of one Moment, fave what 
they owe to God's Providence ? And what rational 
Expectation can they have of that, when they do 
not invoke it ? 
40. Nor are the ſpiritual Dan- 
They have rea- gers leſs, but rather much more; 
fon to put on and they mult be very flight Ob- 
their Armourbe- ſervers of themſelves, if they do 


fore their Orna- not diſcern that Snares may be laid 


ments. for them in their Receſſes in their 
Chambers, as well as in Places of 

the moſt publick Reſort. Indeed, were there no o- 

- ther than what relates to their Dreſs, and Curiokity 
thercoh, 
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thereof, it were enough to evidence their Dan- 
ger; ſcarce any Part of that but a Temptation in 
it; to Pride, if it hit right, and pleaſe their Fan- 
cy ; to Anger and Vexation, if it do not. They 
had need therefore to put on their Armour before 
their Ornaments, by*a Prepoſſeſſion of Prayer and 
Meditation to ſecure their Vitals, leſt by an internal 
Death of Grace, their Bodies (in their utmoſt Luſtre) 
prove but the painted Sepulchre of their Souls. 
At. la the ſecond place, this 

appears requiſite in Oppoſition to 4? 7s prepoſte- 
the Indecency, and Incongruity r6us to poſipore 


of the contrary. How inverted the Intereſts of 


an Eftimate do they make of the Soul tu thoſe 
things that poſtone the Intereſts of the meaneſt 
of their Souls to the meanelt Member, of the 
Members of their Bodies, pay a Boch. 
lupererogating Attendance to the 
One before the other comes at all into theit Care. 
put what is yet worle, how vile a Contumely is 
offered to the Majeſty of God, who is uſed as they 
their Gunning Creditors, poſted off with an Ex- 
cue of, No Letfure yet to ſpeak with him; whillt, 
e mean time, all the Factors for their Vanity can 
have ready Acceſs and full Audience. God mutt at- 
tend till their Taylor, their Shoemaker, pleaſe to 
di\mils them, and at the beſt can be — only to 
bring up the Rear of a whole Shole of Artiſicers. 
42. But, thirdly, it is ver 
doubtful whether ſhall . * 4 7 
fo much from them; for it may ,-* woe rn 


often happen that he ſhall be quite / ** BE wy 50 
precluded; ſo numerous are the 2 til 
Parts of a modiſh Equipage, and eng 
10 exact a Symmetry is required in the whole, that 
it is the Bulmeſs of many Hours to compleat it 3 
when, as it was faid of the Roman Ladies, a Coun- 
eil mult be called about the placing of an Hair that 


11 
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ſits irregolarly, when one thing after another ſhall be 
tried and again rejected, as not exact, or not be- 
coming; Time all the while inſenſibly ſteals away, 
and though that will not ſtay for them, yet Dinner 
doth, and then their Bellies begin to murmur to 
pay any longer Attendance on their Backs, and 
claim the next Turn; and between theſe two Com- 
petitors it is odds Devotion will be quite excluded, 
or reduced only to a Grace before Meat: (And 
well if that, conſidering how unfaſhionable even 
that is grown.) In the mean time what a wretch- 
ed Improvidence is it, to reduce the one neceſſary 
Buſmeſs of the Day to ſuch Uncertainties, nay al- 
molt to a certain Diſappointment. 
43. Yet ſuppoſe this Hazard 
4 the Time of were only imaginary, and 2 Lady 
rayer be no Were infallibly ſure not to loſe 
ſupplanted, yet the Time for. her Prayers; yet, 
the Zeal will, in the fourth place, ſhe will be 
likely by ſuch preceeding Diver- 
ſions to loſe much of her Zeal in them; fo that if 
they be ſaid at all, they will ſcarce be ſaid in a due 
Manner. There is alas! ſuch a Repugnancy in our 
Nature to any thing ſpiritual, that we cannot gJole 


in an Inſtant ; but as a benummed frozen Body Will. 


need ſome rubbing and chaffing before it can be fit 
for Motion, ſo our more frozen Souls require ſome 
previous Incitations before they can with any Vi- 

our exert themſelves in Devotion. Now ſure the 
Dreſling-time (I mean ſuch a-. Dreſſing as we now 
ſuppole) is not very proper for ſuch Preparations. 
It is, on the contrary, extreme apt to indiſpoſe and 


* unfit them; for when the Fancy is poſſeſſed with: 


ſo many little Images of Vanity, they will not ca- 
fily be ejected. That ranging Faculty is, God 
knows, too apt to bring in even the remoteſt Diver- 


lions; but when it has ſuch a Stock ready at Ne 
| S 
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how will it pour them in upon the Mind, to the 
great allaying, if not utter extinguuling of Devo- 
tion. 

44. When all theſe Conſidera- | 
tons are put together, it will ſure There is ſome- 
appear wholeſome Counſel, that what of Omen 
ſuch Perſons ſhould not truſt ſo in Beginnings. 
important a Duty to ſo many Ca- 
ſualties, but in the firſt place ſecure a Time for that, 
repair to their Oratory before their Dreſſing-room, 
and by an early Conſecration of themſelves to God, 
defeat Satau's Claim, and diſcourage his Attempts 
for the reſt of the Day. We know there is a na- 
tural Eihcacy in a good Beginning towards the pro- 
ducing a good Ending: But in ſpiritual things the 
Influence 18 yet greater, becauſe it draws in Auxill- 
ies from above, and engages the yet farther Al- 
{1itances of Grace, Upon which account I am 


ä — — a —„»„—— 


apt to believe, that where this Duty is ſincerely | 
and terveurly performed in the Morning, it will 1 
not totally be neglected in the ſucceeding Parts of 1 | 
the Day, It will be eaſy to diſcern the ſame Obli- T9 


cation, the ſame Advantage of cloling the Day with 1 
Goch, that there was to begin it; and when theſe [| j 
to Boundaries are ſecured, when thoſe are look-- 1 
upon as ſtrict Duty, and conſtantly obſerved, | { 
not unlikely but their Piety may grow gene- 1 
rous, and with David, Plal. lv. 17. add to the 1 
(9421117 and morning à udon-day offic: ; for where 4 
ation 13 real, it is apt to be progrefiive z and ti 
more we converſe with God, the more we ſhall 4 
dehre to do fo, Thus we fee how this little Cloud, 1 
ke that of EHhju, 1 Kings xvüi. 44. may oder. 4 | 
reed the heavens, and this Handful of Firit-fruits . 1. 
may hallow the whole Day. 1 
[| 

45. Nay | 

l 

i 


K——— 
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45. Nay indeed, when it has 

There ts mor. advanced thus far, it will proba- 

a Kind of Rie ht bly go farther; it will not keep it- 

acquired by ba- felf only on the defenſive Part, 

ping the firſt but invade its Oppolites, get 

Peijeffion. daily Ground of thoſe Vanities 

by which it was before Spe 

For when a Lady has in her Cloſet wathed he: 
Cheeks with penitential Tears, ſhe cannot ſure, when 


the comes out, think them prepared for the Var- 


niſh of the Paint and Fucus. When ſhe has at- 
tentively examined her Conſcience, that irapartial 
Mirror, and there diſcerned all the Blemiſhes of her 
nobler Part, Ge willfure, with fomewhat a more cold 
Concern conlalt her Looking-giaſs. And when ſhe 
has, by pious Vows and Reſolutions, put on the Lord 
Fe/trs Ceri, „ Rom. ill. 14. it will be impoſhbie for 
her to be very anxiouſly careful about her Gar- 
ments. This devout Temper of her Mind will, by 
a holy Legerdemain, ſhuffle the Romances out of 
her Hand, and jubſtituze the Oracles of Truth; 

will not let her dream away her Time in Fantaſtic 


- Scenes. and elaborate Nothing, but prompt her ts 


give all diligeuce io make her calling ana election 
fare, In a Word, when ſhe once underſtands what 
it is to ſpend one Hour devoutly, he wilt endea- 
vour to reſcue all the reſt from T'rifles and imperti- 
nent Entertainments ; and employ them to Pur- 
poſes more worthy the great End of her Being: 
Thus may ſhe almoſt inſen ibly wind herſelf out of 
the Snare, diſentangle herſelf from thoſe Fanipts- 
tions wherewith lhe. was enwrapt ; and, by having 


— 4 2,7 4a*« 7 : EY | 
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commandments, Plal. cxix. 


45. But 
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46. But private Devotions, 
though of excellent Effect, can- Private Devo- 
not commute for the Omiſſion of tion cannot 
publick; nor indeed can it long commute for the 
n1aintain its Vigour, unleſs ſome- Omiſſion of pub- 
times cheriſhed by the Warmth of lick. 
Chriftian Atſemblies ; and if God 
pleaſe to viſit them in their Cloſets, they are (even 
by their own Laws of Civility) obliged to return 
wilits, and attend him in his Houſe. I fear too 
many adapt the Inſtance in the Formality too, and 
dome as unconcernedly te him as they do to one 
another. It is true, thoſe that pay him a%ordial 
Reverence at home, will certainly do it at the 
Cl.rch; and therefore, by the little we ſee per- 

med by ſome there, we may doubt God fees as 
urtle in their Retirements. But what ſpeak I of an 
ert) Rcverence, when it is viſible that there are 
inoſe who pay none at all? How rare a Sight is it 
bone Ladies to appear at Church? How many 
nes (Lhad almoſt ſaid 1 do we tee their 
Conches ſtand at the Play Houſe, for once at God's ? 

cem to own no Diſtinction of Days, unleſs 
i bo, that Sunday is their moſt vacant Seaſon to 
ie Phyſik, or to lie a-bed; and if {ach do ever 
% Church, Devotion is like to be the leaſt of 
'- rrand. Some new Garment perhaps or Dreſs 

; 19 be ſhewed, and that thought the Place where 

ti moſt critical Judges of thoſe things will be moſt 
at !ri{ure to obſerve them; or if they come not to 
ich nw Faſhions, it may be they come to learn; 
ch Documents will he ſurer to be put in prac- 


en than any in the Sermon. Poſſibly they expect 
to fee f 


- {v2 lome Friend or Acquaintance there, and, as if 
Were to be ſerved (as he was born) in an 
zan, make his Houſe the common Rendezvous in 

which 
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which to meet their Aſſociates. If they have any 
more ingenuous Attractives, it is commonly that of 
Curioſity, to hear ſome new celebrated Preacher, 
and that rather for his Rhetorick than his Divinity 
and this Motive (though the beſt. of the Set) is but 
like that which prevailed with thoſe Jews St. John 
mentions, who came to Jeſus that they might {ce 
Lazarus, John xi. 

47. I ſhall not rank among theſe 
Hy pocriſy i, Motives that of Hypocrily and 
nom an almeſt ſeeming Holineſs, for from that 
out-dajed[ngre- all the reſt do acquit them. In- 
dient of the (f. deed it is the only Sin which this 


feces of Devo= Age has feemed to reform, and 


tion. that too only by way of Antipe- 

| riſtaſis, not by the Virtue, but 
the Iniquity of the Times. Religion is grown ſo 
untalhionable, fo contemptible, that none can be 


now temptcd to put on fo ridiculous a Diſguiſe. 


And although, as to ſingle Perſons, I confeſs Hypo- 


criſy one of the deepeſt Guilts, ſuck as has a pecu- 


culiar Portion aſſigned it by Chriſt in the Place of 
Torment, Matth. xxiii. 15. yet as to Communitics, 
I cannot but think it better to have a Face of Reli- 


gion than Protaneneſs. The Example of the for- 


mer may work beyond itſelf, and Form of Godlinels 
in ſome may produce the Power of it in others 
but a Pattern of Profaneneſs, the farther it ope- 
rates the worſe, and all the Progreſs it can make 18 
from one Wickedneſs to another, ſo that I tear, as 
St. Bernard wiſhed for his Fever again, fo the 
Church may ere long for her Hypocrites. : 
43. Rut, to recal myſelf from 
Profanene/s this Digreſſion, let us a little en- 
takes up the quire how thoſe, whom the fore- 


whole, mentioned Motives bring tochurch, 
behave themſelves there; and that 


18 
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is indeed with great Conformity to the Ends of 
their coming, their Errand is not to he Syppliants, 
neither do they put themſeſves in the Poſture, 
kneeling is impertinent for them who mean not to 
pray; but as the Apoltle deſcribes the idolatrous 
Service of the J/rae/ites, They ſat down to eat and 
drink, and roſe up to play; ſo theſe dit down to 
talk and laugh with their Pew-fellous, and riſe v 

to gape and Joo. about them. When they ſhould 
be confeſſing their Sins to Almighty Gad, they are 
apologizing, perhaps, to one another for the Omiſſion 
of a ceremonious Viſit, or ſome other Breach of 
Civility.; when they ſhould be herein the going 
Cad in the ſanftuary,'Plal. Ixviii. they are en- 
dutring when this Lady came to Town, and when 
that goes ont; nay, perhaps, the Theater is brought 
tothe Temple, the laſt Play they ſaw is recolleQ- 
and Quotations enough brought thence to vie 
the Preacher, It is unpolhibleto reckon up 
{| their Topicks of Diſcourſe ; nay, it were indeed 
candalous for one that reproves them, to pretend 
o know by how many Impertinencies (to lay ne 


1 
» + 
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worſo) they profane that holy Place and Time. 


A 


44, But that All- ſeeing Eye, in 
hote Preſence they are, keeps an Heathens/m and 
oc Account, and will charge /Mahometani/me 
hem not only with the Prineipal, wiltwi/e up in 
but the Product; not only with Judgment. a- 
their on Irreverencies, but with gaiuſt us Chi- 
thole which by their Example or fliaus. 
Fncouragement they have occa- 
ed in others; nay farther, even with that Scan- 
hich redeands to Chriſtianity by it. For 
In one that is to chooſe a Religion ſhall read the 
recepts of Pythagoras, enjoining that the Gods 
mut not be worthipped in paſſing by, as it were ac» 
£1entally, but with the greateſt Solemnity and In- 
Jol. III. < tention, 
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tention, when they ſhall conſider the Care of Mu- 
aa in inſtituting Officers, who at Sacrifices and all 
divine Services, ſhould call upon the People to keep 
Silence and advert to Devotion, or but the Practice 
of the preſent Mahometans, who permit none to 
fit in their Moſques, nor to pray without Proſtra- 
tion: When, I ſay, this is conſidered, and com- 
pared with the ſcandalous Indecency obſervable in 
our Churches, he will certainly exclude Chriſtianity 
from all Competition in his Choice; not allow tha! 
the Name of a Religion, whoſe very Worſhip ap- 
pears ſo profane, and whoſe Votaries mock the God 
-they pretend to ſerve. | 
| 50. Vet how ſevere ſoever the 
The female Ser Charge may lie againſt ſome, I am 
are leſs06noxi- far from Including all under it. 1 
ous than the - know there are many Ladies whoſe 
ther, Examples are Reproaches to the 
other Sex, that help to fill our 
Congregations when Gentlemen deſert them, and 
to whom ſometimes we alone ewe that our Churches 
are not furniſhed like the Feaſt in the Parable, Luce 
Xiv. ar. merely out of the h;gh-ways and hedges, 
with the poor and the maimed, the halt and the blind; 
yet ſome even of theſe may he liable to ſome Irre- 
gularity, which may be the Effects of Inadvertency 
or Miſperſuaſion, though not of Contempt or Pro- 
fanenels. 
51. And firft, it is obſervable in 
The Indevotion {ome who come conſtantly, that 
of late coming yet they come not early; ſo that 
to Prayers diſs a conſiderable Part of Prayers 1s 
turbs others. paſt ere they enter the Church, 
This, firſt, cauſes ſome Diſturb- 
ance to others, the ſucceſſive Entry of new Colt 
ers keeping the Congregation in a continual Motion 


nd Agitation; Which how -unagreeable it is to De- 
vo tion, 
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votion, Numa, à Heathen Prince, may teach us, 
who, Plutarch tells us, took a particular Care, that, 
in the Time of divine Worſhip, no Knocking, Clap- 
ning, or other Noiſe ſhould be heard as well. 
knowing how much the Operations of tho. Intellect 
are obſtructed by any thing that importunes the 
Senſes. What would he have ſaid, ſhould-he-come- 
into one of our City Cangregations, where often, 
during the whole Time of Prayer, the Clapping of 
Pew-doors does outnoiſe the Reader! 

52. But, beſides the Indecency 
of the thing, and the Interruption Loſes the fun- 
it gives to others, it is very inju- damental Fart 
cious to themſelves; a Kind of of Devotion, the 
partial Excommunication of their Confe fing of 
own inflicting, which excludes. Sin.“ 
them from Part of the divine. Of-- 
lices, and from that Part too which is of the moſt. 
uniyerſal Concern, I. mean the Confeſhon of Sins, 
which the Wiſdom of our Church has fitly placed in 
tne Beginning of her. Service, as the neceſſary In- 
troduction to all the reſt. For, confidering how ob- 
noxlous we are all to the Wrath and Vengeance of 
God. our firſt Buſineſs is to deprecate that by an- 
numme Confeſſion of our Guilt. Would any Male- 
t&or, that has forfeited his Life to Juſtice, come 


boldly to his Prince, and without taking notice of 


bis Crimes, importune him to beſtow the greateſt. 
"avours and Dignities upon him? Yet it is the very 
lame abrupt Impudence in us, to ſupplicate the Di- 
ng Majelty before we attempt to atone him, to aſk. 
good things from him before we have acknowledged 
thc Ill we have done againſt him. And to ſuch God 
may juſtly make ſuch a Return as Auguſtus did. 
o one that had entertained him much below his 
oreatueſs, “I knew not before that we were ſuch 


4 „“ Familiars.“ . 


2 2. 53. It 
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53. It will much better become 
tem to anticipate the Time, 79 


268 


Prov. viii. 31. and contrive to be 
there before the Service begins, 
| that ſo, by previous Recollection, 
they may put their Minds in a fit Poſture of Ad- 
dreſs at the publick Audience; which (by the way) 
ſpeaks it to be no very laudable Cuſtom which al- 
moſt univerſally prevails; that thoſe few who do- 
come early, ſpend the Interval before Service in 
talking with one another, by which they do not 


renders unfit fer 


the Daty. 


only loſe: the Advantage of that Time for Pre- 


paration, bat convert it into the direct contra- 
ry, do thereby actually unfit and indiſpoſe them- 


ſelves. God knows, our Hearts, even in their moſt 


compoſed Temper; are too apt to create Diver- 
fions'; we 8 not ſtart Game for them to chace, 
and by prefacing our Prayer with ſecular Diſcourſe, 
make a Game for the ſame Thoughts to return up- 
on us in them. Beſides, in relation to the Place, 
it has a Spice of Profanenefs, it is the bringing the 
Moabite and ammonite into the Temple, Deut. 
XXiij, 3. 2 Kind of Invaſion on God's Propriety, 
by introducing our worldly Concerns or Divertiſe- 
ments into the Houſe which is called by his Name, 
ſolemnly dedicated to him, and therefore dedicated 
that it might be his Peculiar. So that, with a 
little Variation, we may to ſuch apply the expoſtu- 
latory Reproof of the Apoſtle to the Corinthians, 
1 Cor. xi. 22. What ! have ye not houſes to talk 


and converſe in? nr d:/prfe ze the church of God © 


But this is, I confeſs, a Reproof that will not reach 
to many, there being ſo few of the better Sort that 
come early enongh to talk before Service, and 3 
for thoſe who talk at it, we have already ranked 
them under another C/afſis, Yet give me el 
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ald, that thoſe fall not much ſhort of that Degree 


of Profaneneſs, who come late only becauſe they are 


joth to rife, or to abate any thing of the Curioſity 


of their Dr. For ſhe that prefers her Sloth or 


her Vanity before God's Service, is like (how de- 


cently ſoever ſhe behave herſelf) to give but an un- 


Fg 
lugnificant Attendance at it. 
54. But I gueſs this may 


many proceed from 3 Theunsgual l. _ 


| which though leſs ill in their In- lucof Sermons + 
entions, is not fo in reſpect ei- has ſupplanted 

ther of its Unreaſonableneſs, or Fase 

its Effects, and that is, an unequal 


his laſt Age has brought in ſuch a Partiality for- 


4 Freaching, that Prayer leems comparatively (like. 
1 Sar "DE: to Hagar) deſpicable in their Eyes; ſo that 
„ jt they can bat come time enough to the Sermon, 
., they t unk they have diſcharged the weightier Part 
. de Law, and of their own Duty. This, Miſ- = 
e, 1 rin fon, though it have too generally diffuſed it-- 
* telt through both Sexes, yet ſeems to have been 
to ory y eſpecully imbibed by the female. And, belides-- 
„ the Evidence that Sunday gives, the Week-days - 
6 Þþ aturd no leſs, Let there be a Lecture, though at 
ne. the remotelt Part of the Town, what hurrying is 
ek | bers to it, bat let the Bell toll never fo loud for 
= canonical Hours of Common Prayer, it will 
ol not call the neareſt of the. Neighbourhood. - I ſpeak. 
* of thoſe who are at Defiance with our Service, 
ill nu have liſted themſelves in ſeparate Congrega- 
48. £913, {tor I intend not to trace them through their 
4 vrild \ 1 zes) but of thoſe Who yet own our Church. 
at ad 0 yea not to its Ofhces, but only have ſuffered - 


\ 


+ Value for them to be inſenfibly undermined, 
| heir greater Zeal for Preaching. God {ure in- 
an Harmony in all facred Ordinances, and. 
Z3. would 4 


Eſtimate they make of the Parts of God's Service. 
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would not have ſet up a Party againſt each other 
but mutually aſſiſt each others Operation upon us. 
Thus Prayer diſpoſes us to receive Benefit by 
Preaching, and Preaching teaches us how to pray 


arighe; and God grant we may long enjoy the pub. 


tick Opportunities of both. Yet fince this Age 
has brought them to a Competition, I muſt take 
leave to ſav, that if we come impartially to weigh 
Prayer and Preaching, the Balance will incline an- 
other Way than it ſeems with many to do, and we 
Mall find Prayer the more eflential Part of Rell- 
gion. 

| 55. The End of Preaching is 
The Diference two-fold, either to teach us what 


of the Ui of we know not, or excite us to 
Preaching 40 practiſe what we already know : 
Heathens and Now, in relation to the firſt of 
Chriſtians. theſe Ends, J ſuppoſe there is a 


wide Difference between Preach- 
ing at the firſt. Promulgation of the Goſpel, and 
now. It was then. the ouly Way of revealino to 
the World the whole Myitery of our Salvation, ſo 
that the Apoitle's Inference was then irrefragable, 
How ſhall they believe en him of whem they have 1:11 
heard and how ſhall they hear withaut a preacher b. 
Rom. x. 14, But where Chriſtianity. is planted, 
and the New. Teſtamcut received, we have therein 
the whole Doctrine of Chriſt; nay, we have not 
only the Matter, but the very Form of many of 
thoſe Sermons which Chrilt and his Apoſtles preach-- 
ed; ſo tbat unleſs we think. them not ſufficicutly 
zifted,. we cannot but acknowledge we have in them 
ample Inftruftion both, for Faith and Manners ; 
<nough, as the Apoltle ſpeaks, to make u, wile un 
to /atoation, 2 Tim. iii. 15. And the Reading of 
thale being a conſiderable Part of our.Church's Ser 
1 MP 


vice, we have the molt genuine Preaching ever 


181 
391 
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fre the Miniſter. aſcends the Pulpit: Beſides, for 
the Help of thoſe whoſe Youth or Incapacity dif+- 
ables them from making, Collections thence for them- 
{lves, our Church has epitonnzed the molt neceſſary 
| Points of Relief and Practice in the Catechiſm, not 
{as the Keman) to preclude their fartherSearch, but 
to ſupply them in the interim till they are qualified for 
and by that early Infuſion of Chriſtian Principles, 
+0 {ecure them of that Knowledge which is ſumply 
necellary to their Salvation. 

$5, Now. ſure, to People in. 
this State, Preaching is not of fo CurConcers lies 
abſolute Neceſlity in reſpect of In- c/zefly in that 


; {truction, as it was for. thoſe who End of Preach= i 
5 from Heatheniſm and Idolatry ig, which 75 the 4 
: were to be brought firſt to the. 2xcitingtoPrace Hi 
5 K nowledge, and then to the Faith. z:ce, 1 
1 er Chrut. We ſeem therefore. | 
n o more generally concerned in the other End 3 
4 v1 Preaching, the exciting us to Practice; for alas! 12 
wg here are te of us who {tumble on din for Want of 11 
5 Ught, but either through Heedleſneſs, and Want of 1 
. '00king before us, or eiſe by a wilful Proſtration of | 
* ſlelves toit; fo that we often need to be rouſed 1 
o aur Negligence, to be frighted out of our 1 
d, v1 'bboranels, and by a clofe Application of thoſe i 
Pl us we either forget or ſuppreſs, be animated to vi 
15 zur Duty. And kor this Purpoſe Preaching is | 
of woubtiots ol excellent Uſe, and the nauſeating of lt 
= hes a very ſick Conſtitution of Mind; yet ture i! 
ty was v © - greedy Delire may be a Diſeaſe allo. He : 
50 bat cats more than he can concoct, does not fo 1 
hy ch aftift as oppreſs Nature, arid thoſe that run 
_ vom Sermon to Sermon, that allew themſelves no 
of {me to chew, much leſs to digeſt what they hear, 
1!) ſooner confound their Brains than better their 
en Nay, it oft betrays them to a very perni- 
cious 


. ff ——— * 
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: i cious Delufion, it diverts them from many. of ths 
8 il practical Parts of Piety, and yet gives them a Con- 

3 W fidence that they are extraordinarily pious ; and 

Ig * by their Belief that Religion conſilts principally in, 
22 19 fo hes . G »% 
bo *t Hearing, makes them forget to try themſelves by 


that more inſallible Teſt of doing God's Will. So 
that whereas God never deſigned Preaching for more 
| | than a Guide in their Way, they make it their Way 
| and their End too; and Hearing muſt, like a Circle, 
8 | begin and terminate in itſelf, 

1 57. 1 am ſure. in ſecular Con- 


08 It would be the 


cerns, we ſhould think him 2 very. 


; Part of an un- unprofitable Servant, that, after 
profitable Ser- his Lord had given him Directions 
| rant is pleaſe what to do, .thould be fo tran{- 
| himſelf cu in. ported with hearing his luſtruc- 


MANS. 


: hearing hi. tions, that, he ſhould deſire to 
Lord's Gon have it infinitely repeated, and. 


io ſpend che Time wherein he. 
ſhould do the Work. And we. 


have. Reaſon to think. God will make the ſame. 
Judgment of thoſe who do the like in. his Ser- 


Vice. 


It is ſtrauge the 
YADENGUS Apes 
tite of Hearing 
{houtd conſiſt 
with Niceneſs, 


58. One would naw think that 
this ravenous Appetite of Hearing, 
ſhould ſuperſede all Niceneſs in it, 
yet we find it does not, but that 
ſome. make a Shift to be at once. 
voracious and ſqueamiſh. If this. 
ſpiritual Food be not axtificially 


dreſt, it is too groſs for their Palates; the Phraſe. 
muſt be elegant, the Words. well accented, and the. 
enticing words ef man, wiſdom, Which St. Paul 
diſclaims in his Preaching, 1 Cor. it, 4. is that- 
which they principally regard. Nay, the Memory 
of the Preacher becomes the molt material Point ct 
bis Sermon, and the. firſt Glauce on his Book Free 

| judge! 
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judges him. I need not add the Extravagancies of 


an uncouth Tone, a furious Vehemence, or fantaſ- 


tick Geſture, wherein the Soul and vital Efficacy of 
Preaching has been ſolemnly placed. Now it is evi- 
dent all theſe are but trivial Accompliſhments; ſo 
(hat thoſe who inſiſt ſo much om them, do make 
Preaching much leſs ſacred and divine than indeed it 
1; and therefore cannot without Abſurdity lay the 
main Streſs of Religion upon it, or make that the 
hicheſt of God's Ordinances, which owes all its 
Gratefulneſs with them to the Endowments of Men. 
dome may think I purſae this Subject too far, but I 
am ſure 1 do it not with Deſign to derogate from 
the juſt Reſpect due to Preaching; only I would not 
Have it monopolize our Eſteem, or juſtle out ano- 
ther Duty, which is of more conſtant Uſe, and in- 
dilpenſible Neceſſity. 

59. And ſuch certainly is Pray- 
er, that Reſpiration; of the Soul Prayer it the 
which is ſo neceſſary, that it ad- Breathing of 
mits not of long Intermiſhon, and the Soul. 
therefore ſeems to carry the ſame x 
Proportion to Hearing which Breathing does te 
Eating: We may make long Intervals of Feeding, 
and yet ſubſiſt; but if we ſhonld do ſo in Breath- 


ing, we cannot: recover it. Prayer is like the 


Morning and Evening Sacrifice under the Law, 
which God ordained ſhould be perpetual ; whereas 
Preaching is but like the Readings in the Synagogues 
in the Sabbaths and Feſtivals. Indeed, however we 
e confounded the Terms, it is Prayer only that 
cv properly be called the Worſhip of God; it is 
t by which we pay him his ſolemn Homage, ac: 
en lecge his Sovercignty, and our own Depend- 
ee. When we hear, we do no more than what 
every Diſciple does to his Maſter ; but when we 
P-2V, e Own him, as the Spring and Source of alt. 

| | | the 
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the Good we expect, as the Author of our Being, 
and the Object of our Adoration :. In a Word, we 
do by it profeſs him our God ; it being an Impreſs 
of mere Ratural Religion to ſupplicate the Deity we 
acknowledge. 
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60. And as by Prayer we render, 

Equally neceſſa- the greateſt Honour to God, fo 
ry as it, likewiſe do we procure the great- 
| elt Advantages to ourſelves. Pray- 

er is the powerful Engine by which we draw down 
Bleſſings; it is the Key which let us into the im- 
menſe Store-houſe of the Almighty ; nay, it is that 


upon which the Efficacy of Preaching depends. 


The Word is but a dead Letter without the Spirit; 
and God has promiſed the Spirit to none but thole 


that alk it, Lyke xi. 13. So that Prayer is that 


which enlivens and inlpirits our moſt ſacred Ac- 
tions: And accordingly in Scripture we find it {till 
a concomitant in all eccleſiaſtical Concerns. When 
an Apoltle was to be ſubſtituted in the room of 
Judas, we find they referred it not to the Deciſion 
of Lots, till God, who had the ſole Diſpoſing of 
them, Prov. xvi. 33. had been invoked by ſolemn 
Prayer, As i. 24. So when Barnabas and Saul 
were to be ſeparated to the Miniſtry, though the 
Appointment were by the Holy Ghoſt, yet that ſu- 
perſeded not the Neceſſity of Prayer; the Apoſtles 
14% (yea, and faſted too) before they laid their 

nds on them, As, xiii. 3. Nay; our Blelled 
Saviour himſelf, though he knew what was in tian, 
and needed no Guidance but his own Omniſcience 
in his Choice; yet we find that, before his Elec- 
tion' of the twelve Apoſtles, he continucd a whole 


Night in Prayer to God, Lute vi. 12. doubtleſs to 


teach us how requiſite Prayer is in all our import. 
ant Intereſts, which, like the Pillar of Cloud and 
Fire to the Haelites, is our belt Convoy ron 

* 1 
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the Wilderneſs, through all the Snares and Tempta- 


ons, thro? all the Calamities and Diſtreſſes of this 


world, and our moſt infallible Guide to the Land 
of Yromiſe, 

61. And ſure, when all theſe are the 
Properties of Prayer, though private, Prayer is 
they will not leſs belong to the pub- ſlrenpth- 


lich; ſuch a Conſpiration and Union of ed by Us . 


portunate Devotion muſt have a pro- Aion. 
>0rtionahle Increaſe in its Effect; and 
i Heaven can ſuffer Violence by the Fervour of 
ond fingle Votary, with what Storms, what Bat- 
cries will it be forced by a numerous Congrega- 
tion ? We find the Church is by Chriſt compared 
O A army with banner p Cant. vi. 3. but ſure ne- 
is this Army in fo good Aray, in fo invincible 
Poſture as upon its Knees. The eccleſiaſtical Story 
tells us of a Legion of Chriſtians in Aurelius's 
amp, who in that Poſture diſcomfited two Affail- 
ats at once, the Enemy and the Drought. That 
Death which they fent up in Prayers, like a kindly 
F-:halation, returned in Rain, and relieved the pe- 
ung army: And had we but the ſame Fervour and 
the fame Innocency, could we lift up but as pure 
Hands as they did, there would be no Bleſling be- 
vond our Reach. But the leſs any of us find our- 
[elves ſo qualified, the more need we have to put 
vurielves among thoſe that are. 

2. "There is an happy Contagꝑi- 


O'! iN Crondnels; like Green Wood J. has a holy 


may perhaps be kindled by the Contagion, ant 


_*c1ghbouring Flame : The Example by its Flame is 


vi mother's Zeal may awake mine. aft to enkindte 
However, there is ſome Advan- others. 
age in being in the Company : 

thole Showers of Benediction which their Prayers 
ring Cown, are fo plentiful, that ſome Drops at 


leaſt 
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leaſt may ſcatter upon thoſe about them. We ſind 
Eliſha, for Feho/papha®s fake, endured the Pre 
ſence of J:horam, whom othe rways he profelles he 
would not have locked towards, 2 Kings it, 14. 
and God perhaps may do the like in this Caſe and 
as he proſpered Potiphar for Joſeph's ſake, Ger: 
KEXiX. 23. ſo the Piety of ſome few may redound 
to the Benefit of all. From all theſe Conliderat ons 
1 ſuppoſe may ſufficiently be evinced the Neceſity 
and Benefit of publick Prayer, and, coniequently, the 
Unreaſonableneſs of thoſe who upon any Pretence 
neglect it. I ſhall now only beſeech thoſe to whom 
[ ipeak to make the Application to themſelves, and 
to ſhew they do ſo by their more early and more 
aſſiduous Attendance on it. 
63. There is alſo another Du- 
Communicativig, ty to which many o of thoſe 10 
the higheſt Act whom 1 write ſeem te need ſome 
Devotion, un- Incitation, and that is Commun! 
happily neglet#- cating, a Part of Devotion which 
ed. the looſer Sort ſcarce ever thin 
in Seaſon till their Death-beds ; 
as if that Sn dernment like the Romaniſts Extreme 
Unction, were only {it for expiring Souls: But to 
ſuch we may apply the Words of the Angel to 
the W Oman, Luke xxiv. 5. Why ſeek ye the liviig 
among the dead“ Why think ye that the Son of 
Rightecuſneſs is only to ſhine in the Shades of 
Death? or that Chriſt is never to give us his Kell 
till we are putting off our own? It is one princi- 
pal End of that Sacrament to engage and enable u: 
to a new Life; how prepoſterous then is it, bon 
utterly inconſiſtent with*that End, to deter it to 
the Hour of Death? Tt is true, it 13.4 good Vit 
ticum for ſuch as are in their Way towards Blu: | 
but it is too bold a Hope to fancy that it ſhall in 
Inſtant being them into that Way, who have the! 


Y ho! 
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| whole Life poſted on in the contrary. The Roads 


to Heaven and Hell lie ſore too far aſunder to be 
within Diſtance of one Step; nor can it with any 
Safety be preſumed that once receiving at their 
Death, ſhall expiate ſo many wilfal Neglects of it in 
their Life, 

64. But I ſhall ſuppoſe theſe 
total Omiſſions are not à common, Dr if not total. 
Guilt : Yetrwith many others the h omitted, in- 
Fault differs only in Degree; frequently ate 
they do not wholly omit, but yet tended. 
come ſo infrequently, as if they 
thought it a very arb*trary Matter 


Whether they come or no. And this truly is ob- 


ſervable in many who ſeem to give good Attendance 
on other Parts of divine Worſhip : For indeed it is 
a {ad Spectacle to fee, that, let a Church be never ſo 
much crowded at Sermon, it is emptied in an inſtant 
when the Communion begins: People run. as it 
were frighted from it, as if they thought, with 
thoſe in Malachi, that the table of our Lard is pol. 
(ited, Mal. i. 12. that ſome Peſt or Infection would 
thence break forth upon them, A ſtrange Indigni- 
ty to the Majelty, and Ingratitude to the Love of 
our Redeemer. Let a King, or but ſome great 
Man make a publick Entertainment, how hard is it 
to keep back the preſſing Multitude ? many Officers 
are neceſſary to repel the uninvited Gueſts; and yer 
here there needs more to drive us to it, though 
the Invitacion be more general, and the Treat inſt» 
nitely more magniſicent. 
05. I know this Fault (like ma- 
ny other) ſhrouds itſelf under a Vainly excuſed 
air Diiguife, and this barbarous by the Pretence 
Neglect pretends to the humbleſt f Reverence. 
Veneration, People ſay, it is 
their great Reverence they have for the Sacrament 
Vor. III. Aa that 
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Or that at worſt Sloth there. is another thing very 
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that keeps them at ſo great a Diſtance ; but ſure 
that is but a ſictitious Reverence which diſcards 

Obedienee; and when Chriſt commands our coming, 
ov” drawing back looks more like Stabbornneſs and 
Rebellion than Awe and Reſpect. ] ſuppoſe we pre- 
tend not to exceed the primitive Chriflians in Hu- 
mility and godly Fear; and yet they communi- 
cated daily; and therefore, ſure our Reverence is of 
a much differing Make from, theirs, f it produce 
ſuch contrary Effects. Indeed it is to be feared, that 
many put a great Cheat upon themſelves in this 


Matter. The Euchariſt is juſtly accounted the 


higheſt of divine Ordinances, and thoſe who think 


of no Preparation in other, yet have ſome general 


{mpreſhons of the Neceſſity of it in this; but the 
Uneaſineſs of the Taſk diſcourages: them, they dare 
not come without a Wedding Garment, and yet are 
loth to be at the pains to put it on: So that aff 
this goodly Pretext of Reverence, is but the Devil 
in Samue!'s Mantle, is but Sloth clad in the Habit 


66. And to this Temptation of 


# is only an . ſubſervient, and that is, the caly. 
muſſtv7r. and ſlight Opinion which is com- 


monly taken of Sins of Omiſſion. 

Many are ſtartled at great Commiſſions, think them 
to carry a Face of Deformity and Horror, who in 
the mean time look on Omiſhons only as Privations 
and mere Nothings, as if ail the affirmative Pre- 
cepts were only things of Form, put in by God ta. 
ther to try our Inclinations than to oblige our Per- 
formance ; and ſo were rather Overtures and Pro- 
oſals, which we may aſſent to or not, than In- 
Junctions which at our Peril we muſt obey. A Fan. 
cy no leſs abſurd than impious.. That God ſhould 


be content ſo to compound with his Creatures, art, 
| Cle 
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{like a Prince overpowered by his Vaſſals) conſent 


to remit all their Homage, abſolve them from all 
pofitive Duty; ſo they would be but ſo civil as net 
to fliew his Face, or to commit Outrage on his Per- 
ſon. But this wild Imagination needs no other 
Confutation, than that Formv of Indictment» our 


Saviour gives as the Model of that which-ſhall be 


uſed at the laſt Day, Matt. xxv- where the whole 
Proceſs lies againſt Sins of Qmiſſion, and yet the 
Sentence is as diſmal and irreverſible, as if all the 
ommiſhons in the World had been put-into the Bill. 
67: And certainly, of all O- 
miſſions, none is ke to be more This Omiſſicr 
ſeverely. charged than this of has the compli- 
Communicating, which is not on- cated Cut of 
ly a Diſobedience, but an Unkind- being. an _ 
neſe, which ſtrikes not only at ſton and an Un- 
the Authority, but the- Love of kindneſs. 
our Lord, when he fo affects a 
Union with us, that he creates Myſteries" only to 
effect it, when he deſcends even to our Senſuality, 
and becauſe we want ſpiritual Appetites, puts bim- 
elf within Reach of our natural, and as he once 
veiled his Divinity in-Fleſh, ſo now veils even that 
Fleſh under the Form of our corporal Nouriſhment, 
only that he may the more indiſſolvibly unite, yea, 
incorporate himſelf with us. When, Lay, he does 
all this, we are not only impious, but inhuman, 
if it will not attract us. Nay farther, when he 
does all this upon the molt endearing Memory 
of what he has before done for us, when he pre» 
ſents himſelf to our Embraces in the fame Form 
wnerein he preſented himſelf to God for our Expi- 
ation, when he ſhews us thoſe Wounds which our 
Iniquities made, thoſe Stripes by which we were 
healed, that Death by which we are revived, ſhall 
#2, to compleat the Scene of his Paſſion, force him 
Aa 2 allo 
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alſo to that pathetick Complaint, Lam. i. 12. 
Have ye no regard, all ye that paſs by * Shall we, 
inſtead of ſmiting our Breaſts, (as did other Wit- 
neſſes of his Sufferings) turn our Backs? If we 
can habitually do this, it is to be feared the next 
Degree will be to wag our Heads too, and we ſhall 
have the Profaneneſs to deride what we have not 
the Picty to commemorate. 

68. And this ſeems to be no im- 
Coldneſi will probable Fear; for in Religion there 
naturally im- are gradual Declinations as well as 
prove ts Loth- Advances: Coldneſs and Tepidity 
2 will (if not ſtopt in its Progress) 
quickly grow to Lothing and 
Contempt. And indeed to what can we more rea- 
ſonably impute the great Overflowings of Profane- 
neſs among us, than to our ill huſbanding the Means 
of Grace: Nov, certainly, of all thoſe Means, 
there is none of greater Energy and Power than the 
bleſſed Sacrament. 

69. Were there no other Bene- 
Were they ud fit derived from it, fave that 
other Benefit which the Preparation implies, it 
than what the were very confiderable. It brings 
Preparation im- us to a Recollection, fixes our in- 
plies, it were definite Purpoſes of fearching and 
very confider- trying our Ways, which elle per- 
able. haps we ſhould infinitely deier, 
ſtops our Career in Sin, and b) 
acquainting us with ourſelves, ſhews us where our 
Danger lies, and how we are to avert it, what 
Breaches are made in upon our Souls, and how ve 
muſt repair them; all which are with many ſeldom 
thought of, but when the Time of Communicating 
approaches. We live ſo far off from ourſelves, 
know ſo little what is done in us, that we an{wel 


the Deſcription the Prophet makes of the * 
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of Babylon, of which the King knew nothing, till 
Polt after Poſt run to inform him that his czzy was 
taken at one end, Jer. li. 14. We often lie {ecure 
while the Enemy is within our Walls, and there- 
fore they are friendly Alarms which the Sacrament 
gives us to lock to our Defence. But if, when 
the Trumpet founds, none will prepare himſelf to 
the Battle, if when the Miniſter gives Warning of 
2 Sacrament, and the Preparation it requires, we 
70 our ways, and with Callio, care for none of thoſe 
Gigs, or with Felix, Acts xxiv. 29. put if off to a 
convenient time ; we wilfully expoſe ourſelyes, and 
is is but juſt Chriſt's dreadful Menace thould be ex- 
ecuted upon ns, that we die in aur ſius, Who will 
fruſtrate ſach au Gpportunity of a Reſcue from 
them. 

70. But it is not. only this re- py 7 fiſting 
moter and accidental Advantage © _ 1%: 
(this preventing Grace) which 2 a Jpi- 
the holy Euchariſt affords; ft 

* ec are conferred. 
vontains yet greater and more 
intrinſck Benents, is a. Spriag of aſſiſting Grace 
allo: It isa Magazine of {piritual Artillery, to for- 
LY us againſt all Allaults of the Devil, the great 
Catholicon for all the Maladies of our Souls, that 
wich, if duly received, will qualify us to make St. 
Paul's Boaſt, Phil. iv. 13. J can do all things 
trough Chrift watch {lrengthens me. In a Word, 
its to us whatever we need, Wiſdom, Righte- 
ouſneſs, , Sanctification and Redemption, becauſe 
n polleiſes us of him who is ſo, 1 Cor. i. 31. 
So that whenever we neglect it we manifeſtly be- 
tray Our. own Intereit, and do impheitely chute 
Death whiltk we thus run from Life. | 

. Thus we lee there is a Con- 


. 


a, 


currence. of all Sorts of Argu- There rs aGon-- 


ments. for this Duty; oh that currence of all 
Aa 3 fome- 
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Sorts of Argu- ſome (at leaſt) of them may pre- 
ments for ibis wail! If we are not trafiable 
Duty. enongh to do it in Obedience, yet 
let us be ſo ingenuous as to do 
it for Love, for Gratitude ; or it for neither ot 
thoſe let us be at leaſt ſo wiſe as to do it for In- 
tereſt and Advantage. I know, People are apt o 
retend Buſmeſs; the Farm and the Oxen mult ex- 
cuſe their coming to the Feaſt; but alas! what Bu- 
ſmeſs can there be of equal Neceſſity or Advantage 
with this? Yet cven that Apology is ſuperſeded to 
thoſe I now ſpeak to, who, as I obſerved before, 
have Leiſure more than enough; fo that it would 
be one Part of the Beneßt, its taking up ſome of 
their Time: Let me therefore carneltly beſeech 
them, not to gradge a few of their vacant Honrs to 
this ſo happy an Employment. 
72. Did any of their near 
Me do not uſe Friends and Relations invite them 
to diſappoint an to an Interview, they would not 
Intilation. think him too importunate, cho 
he repeated the Summons weekly, 
Bay daily, but would punctvally obſerve the Meet- 
ing: And when their Saviour much ſeldomer en- 
treats. their Company, ſhall he not obtain it? malt 
be never ſee them bur at two or three ſolemn 
Times of the Year? and ſhall they wonder at any 


interveening Invitation, (as the Shunanute's Hul- 


band did at her going to the Rrophet, when it Ws 
neither New Moon nor Sabbath, 2 Kings iv. 2%) 
and tell him it - is not yet Haſter or Chriſtmas : This 
were not only to be irrcligious, but rude ; and me- 
thinks thoſe who ſtand ſo much upon Punctilios of 
Civility to one another, ſhonkd not then only lay 
alide their good Manners when they are to treat 
with their Redcemer, Certainly he is not fo un- 

| | | plealant 
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1 plcaſant Company that they need ſhun his Con- i} 
e | verie: If he do appear fo to any, it is chat Shun- +1 
t | ning that is the Cauſe of it. He does not open his ib 
0 0 Treaturtes to Strangers: They that come now and 1 
K then lor Form's ſake, no wonder if their Entertam- | 
. | ment be as cold as their Addreſs. They that would 1 
5 indeed taſte how feet the Lord is, Pal. xxxiv. 8. 'f 
I | muſt, by the Frequency of their coming, ſhew the 1 
u- Heartineſs of it ; and then they would indeed find. 
oe it a jeaſi of fat things, as the Prophet ſpeaks. 4 
to 72. In à Word, let them but | 4 
e, make Experiment, reſolve for acer- The Uſe of the . 
id tain Time (be it a Yeor or therea- Sacrament | | 
of houts) to omit. no Opportunity world increaſe þ 
ch | and withal no due Preparation of the Love and j 
to | communicating, I am a little con- Value of it. [ 
ſident they will afterwards need no | i 
ear other Importunity but that of their on Longings: jj 
_ Fhe Expiration of that definite Time will prove i! 
Tu the Beginning of an indefinite, and their. Reſolu- 
ho | tions will have no other. Limit. but their. Lives.. i7 
ly, F'or certainly there is not. in all the whole Myſtery, ⁵ 
. af Godlineſs, in all the Oeonomy of the Goſpel, 4 1 
eu- expedite, ſo infallible a Means of Growth in Grace, i 
wut as 2 frequent and worthy Participation of this 9 
in Dlelſed Sacrament. I cannot therefore more perti- i 
ay nently cloſe this Section, than with this Exhortation 
Il- © it, by which they will not only compleat all ii 
Was their Devotions, crown and hallow the reſt of their | 
12 biations to God, bat they will be advanced allo in l 
This rarts of practical Piety. For though this and o- Þ 
1 tr facred Offices be performed in the Church, the | 
«of Eftcacy of them is not circumſcribed within thoſe i 
lay Walls, but tollows, the devout Soul through all. 
ont Te Occurrences of human Life. 
ant 74. She 
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5 | 1 . . 74. She that has intently con- 
= The C „io ſidered the Preſence of God in the 
-._ 1 of Cod“ Pre- Sanctuary, bas learned ſo much of 
r ence in the bis: Ubiquity, that. ſhe will not 
—_—_ Sanctuary, uiil caſily forget it in other Places; 
—_— fix an Awe of and the that remembers that, will 
5 | | it every where need no other Guard to ſecure her 
5 ll | elle. Innocence, no other. incentive to 
—_— animate her-Endeavours, ſince ſhe 
=—_ is viewed by him who is equaily powerful to puniſh 

= I or reward, who regards not the Perſons of the 

N Mighty, nor can be awed into the Connivance oh: a 

10 Crime. Indeed a ſerious Achvertence to the Divine 

| Preſence, is the molt certain Curb to alkdiforderiy 

Appetites, as, on the contrary, the net having God 

beſere their eyes, is in Scripture: the comprehenſive 

Deſcription of the molt wretchleſs prefligated State 

of Sin. It concerns theretore. all thofe who. alpire 

to true Piety, to nouriſh that awful Senſe in their 

Hearts, as that wach will beſt. enable them to 

practiie the Apoſtle's Advice, 2Cor. vii. 1. To ge 

themſelves from all fithineſt of. the fleſh aud pirit, 

an to perfæct holineſs iu the fear of Cod. 

i | 75. I am ſenſible that this Sec. 

; All Excelley- tion is ſpun out to a Length very 

= cies in. Woruen unproportionable to the former: 

=_— that ha not Bi- But as the principal Wheel in 
ety, are but an artificial Movement may de 

Fewels of Cold allowed à Bulk ſomewhat antwer 

ina Swine: able to its Uſe, ſo upon the ſane 

Susut. account the Size of this is not un- 

| juſtifiable, the Piety which 4458 


deſigns to recommend being the one neceſſaty 
thing, Which muſt influence all other Endowments. 
_— | We know the coarſe Reſemblance Solomon makes.9 
—_ a fair woman without diſcretion, that ſhe il 8s 


* 
1 


eue of gold in a fwine's ſnout, Prov. xi. ' 
us 
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but even that Diſcretion, (if any ſuch could be) 
withont Piety, were but the adding one Jewel 
more, expoſing another valuable thing to the ſame 
deſpicable ridiculous. Uſe. But, to ſpeak truly, 
there is no real Diſcretion where there is no Reli- 
gion. And therefore Solomon ſeems in this Place to. 
underſtand by it that practical Wiſdom, which, in 
the ſacred Dlalect, (his Writings eſpecially) is equi- 
valent to the Fear of the Lord. It is true, there 
may be a rallying Wit to ſcoff and abuſe, a ſerpen- 
tine Wilineſs to undermine and deceive ; but that 
Sort of Wiſdom, like that of Abithophel, finally 
converts into Fooliſhneſs, does very often appear to 
vo fo in this Life, but muſt certainly in the next, 
becauſe it builds upon a falſe Bottom, prefers tem- 
poral things before eternal. And as neither Beauty 
nor Wit (the two celebrated Accomplilbments of. 
Women) ſo will neither Greatneſs and Honour give 

ny Advantage without Piety : It will only (as has 
been already obſerved) make them more exemplary 
>12ners, inſlame the Account, and ſo expoſe them 
to a greater Degree of Condemnation. For ſure 
t is not their Sex that will reſcue them from the 
d:\mal Denunciation of the Wiſe Man, Vid. vi. 6. 
ſflig bty men ſhall be mightily tormented. ] conclude 
3.1 with another irrefragable Maxim of the fame Au- 
thor, Mhether one be rich, noble, ar poor, thin 
2lory is the fear of the Lord. 
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There are, be- 
ſides the gene- 
ral Duties of 
Piety, particu- 
lar ones, refer- 
ring to the ſte 


peral States of 


Life. 


Of Virgins. 


E have taken a View of 

Y thoſe general Qualifica- 
tions, which are at once 

the Duty and the-Ornament of 
the -female Sex conſidered at 
large: Theſe, like the commor 
Genus, involve all. Bat there 
are alſo ſpecifick Differences a- 


riſing from the ſeveral Cireum- 


ſtances and States of Life, ſome 


whereof may exact greater Degrees even of the for- 
mer Virtues, and all may have ſome diſtinct and pe. 
culiar Requiſites adapted to that particular State anc 
Condition: And ot theſe our propoſed Method en 
gages us now to conſider. Human Life is full ot 
Viciſſitudes and Changes, ſo that it is impollible to 
enumerate all the leiler. accidental Alterations '9 


Which 
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which it is liable. But the principal and moſt dif- 
tindt:Scenes, in which a Woman can be ſuppoſed 


* regularly to be. an Actor, are theſe three, Virginity, 
5 Marriage, and Widow hood; which, as they differ 
widely from each other, ſo, for the diſcharging their 
reſpective Duties, there are peculiar Cautions wor- 
thy to be adverted to. 
2. Virginity is firſt, in Order 
05 Time, and if we will take St. Ftrginity is the 
0 Paul's judgment, in reſpect of fir, avinTs 
* Excellence alſo, 1 Gor. vii. And alla * 2 
_ indeed, the that preſerves herſelf 2... 
in that State upon the Account he Le 
nentions, ver. 33. that ſhe may 
care for the things that are of the Lord, that ſhe 
da) be holy bath in body and ſpirit, deſerves a great 
deal of Vencration, as making one of the neareſt 
Approaches to the angelical State. And according- 
ly, in the primitive Times, ſuch a Virginity was 
had in a lingular Eſtimation, and by the Aſſignment 
= of the School- men hath a particular Coronet of 
cl Glory belonging te it. Nay, even among the Hea- 
ca wens, A conſecrated Virgin was looked on as 4 
Ince thing moſt ſacred. The Koman Veſtals had extra- 
t of vr Uinary Privileges allowed them by the State; and 
| at y were generally held in ſuch Reverence, that 
mor ' eſlaments, and other Depoſitums of the greatelt 
here alt, were uſually committed to their Cuſtody, as 
s 4 the tureſt and moſt inviolable Sanctuary. Nay, 
um- Heir Preſence. was ſo to convicted Malefactors; the 
ſome Nagiltrates veiling their Faſces when they appeared, 
for- zac ging up the Criminal to the commanding In- 
pe, cicelhion of Virgin Innocence. 
and 1 e 
at 2 s for the religious Orders 4 
en. of Virgins in the preſent Roman Tt were to be 
ll of horch, though ſome, and thoſe wiſhed that the 
* very great Abuſes, have crept in; Muſes of the 
thick a i 
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Roman Church vet! think it were to be wiſhe 


had been re- that thoſe who ſuppreſſed them 
% P * - _ a 

formed without , in this Nation, had confined them- 
an Abolition. ſelyes within hs Bounds of a Re- 


formation, by cliooſing rather to 
rectify and regulate, wo_ bolih them. 


4. But though there be not a- 
One may be a MONg us ſuch Societies, yet there 
Vetare/i ge may be Nuns who are not pro- 
uot projeſl. feſt. She who has devoted her 


Heart to God, and the better to 
ſecure his intereſt againſt the molt inſinuating Rival 
of human Love, intends A admit none, .and prays 
that ſhe may not; does by thoſe hu ble Purpoſes 
conſecrate NT to God; and perhaps more ac- 
ceptably, than if her Preſamprion {ſhould make her 
more politive, and engage her in a Vow the is not 


ure to perform. | 
5. But this is a Caſe does not 


The Contempt much need ſtating in our Clime, 


wander which wherein Women are ſo little tranſ- 
Virginity is parted with this Zeal of voluntary 
fe len bow to be Virginity, that there are butfew can 

voided, find Patience for it when necellary. 


An old Maid is now thought ſuch 
a Curſe as no poetick Fury can exceed, looked on 
as the molt calamitous Creature in Nature. And 1 
ſo far yield to the Opinion, as to confeſs it ſo to 
thoſe who are kept in that State againſt their 
Wills; but ſure the Original of that Miſery is 
from the Deſire, not the Reſtraint of * 
Let them but e chat once, and the other witl 
never be their Infelicity. But I muſt not be fo un- 
kind to the Sex, as to think it is always ſuch Ve- 
lire gives them Averſion to Celibacy ; I doubt not 
many are trighted only with the vulgar Contempt 


under which that State lies; for which, if there be 
No 
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20 Cure, yet there is the ſame Armour againſt this, 
which is againſt all other cauſeleſs Reproaches, viz. |} 
to contemn it. Yet Jam a little apt to believe 
there may be a Prevention m the Caſs, If the ſu- 
perannuated Virgins would - behave themſelves with 
Gravity and Reſervedneſs, addict themſelves to the 
ſtricteſt Virtue and Pizty, they would give the 
World ſome Cauſe to believe it was not their Ne- 
geſſity, but their Choice, which kept them unmar- 
ried ; that they were pre- engaged te a better A- 
mour, eſponſed to the ſpiritual Bridegroom : And 
this would give them, among the ſoberer Sort at 
 teaft, the Reverence and Eſteem of Matrons. Or, 
it after all Caution and Endeavour, they chance to 
ſall under the Tongues of malicious Slanderers; this 
is no more than happens in all other Inſtances of 
Duty: And if Contempt be to be avoided, Chriſti- 
2nity irfelf muſt be quitted as well as Virgin Cha- 
{tiry. But if, on the other Side, they endeavour to 
dilpuiſe their Apr by all- the Impoſtures and Gatetics 
of 2 yonthfut Dreſs and Behaviour, if they [til] herd 
*h-lelves among the youngeſt and vaineſt Compa- 
ny, betray a young Mind in an aged Body, this 
mult certainly expoſe them to Scorn and Cenſure. 
i! no Play, no Ball or Dancing-meeting can eſcape. 
hem, People will undoubtedly conclude that they 1 
clue to put off themſelves, to mect with Chap- i" 
men, who ſo conſtantly keep the Fairs. I with | 
therefore they would more univerſally try the for- 
mer Expedients, which I am confident is the beſf 
Amnlet againſt the Reproach they ſo much dread, 1 
aud may alfo deliver them from the Danger of a | 
more coltly Remedy ; I mean that of an unequal 
ic :mprudent Match, which many have ruſhed up- 
In as they have ran frighted from the other; and 
o by an unhappy Contradiction, do both ſtay long 
and marry haſtily, gall their Necks to fpare "their 
Vol. III. B b Ears, 
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Ears, and run into the Yoke rather than hear ſo flight 
and unreaſonable a Reproach. They need not, 1 think, 
be upbraided with the Folly of ſuch an Election, 
lince their own Experience is, to many of them, but 
too ſevere a Monitor. I ſhall not inſiſt farther an 
this, but having given the elder Virgins that Enſign 
of their Seniority as to ſtand firſt in my Diſcourſe, 
I hall now addreſs more generally to the reſt. 
6. And here the two grand Ele- 
The Medeſiy of ments eſſential to the Virgin State, 
Virgins. { are Modeſty and Obedience, which, 
tho' neceſſary to all, yet are in a 
more eminent Degree required here. And therefore, 
though I have ſpoken largely of the Virtue of Mo- 
deity in the ſirſt Part of this Tract, yet it will not be 
impertinent to make ſome further Reflexions on 
it, by, way of Application to Virgins, in whom 
Modelty ſhould appear in its higheſt Elevation, and 
ſhould come up to Shame-facedneſs. Her Look, 
her Speech, her whole Behaviour, ſhould own 
an humble Diſtruſt of herſelf; the is to look on 
herſelf . but as a Novice, a Probationer in the 
World, and muſt take this Time rather to learn 
and obſerve, than to dictate and preſcribe, Indeed 
there is ſcarce auy thing looks more indecent than 
to ſee a young Maid too forward and confident in 
her Talk. It is the Opinion of the Wyſe Man, 
Eccluſ. xxxii. 8. that a young man ſhould ſcarc! 
ſpeak, though twice aſked + In Proportion to which, 
it will ſure not become a young Woman, whoſe 
Sex puts her. under greater Reſtraints, to. be either 
importunate or mag.{terial in her Diſcourſe. And 
though that which former Ages called Boldnéſs, is 
now only Aſſurance and good Breeding, yet we have 
ſeen ſuch bad Superſtructures upon that Founda- 
tion, as ſure will not much recommend it to any 


_gonlidering Perſon. 
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7. But there is another Breach * | 
of Modeſty, as it relates to Cha- Nothing 7; more 
ity, in which they are yet more nice and delicats 
elpecially concerned. The. very than a Maiden 
Name of Virgin imports a- moſt Virtue. 
critical Niceneſs in that Point. | 
Every indecent” Curioſity, or + impure Fancy, is a 
Deflowering of the Mind, and every the leaſt Cor- 
ruption of them gives ſome Degrees of Dehlement 
to the Body too; + For between the State of pure 
immaculate Virginity and arrant Proſtitution, there 
re many intermedial Steps; and ſhe that makes any 
of them, is fo far departed from her firſt Integrity. 
She that Jiitens to any wanton Diſcourſe, has vio- 
tated her Fars, the that ſpeaks any, her Tongue; 
every immodeſt Glance vitiates her Eye, and every the 
'\ghteſt Act of Dalliance leaves ſomething-of Stain 
aud Sulfage behind it. There is therefore a moſt ri- 
garous Caution requiſite herein: For'as nothing is 
more clean and white than a perfect Virginity, ſo 
every the !ealt Spot or Soil is the more diſcernable. 
Betides, Youth is for the moſt part flexible, and 
ently warps into a Crookednęſs, and therefore can 
never ſet itſelf too far from a Temptation. Our 
tender Bloſſoms we are -fain to ſcreen and ſhel- 
ter, becauſe-every unkindly Air nips and deſtroys 
tem; and nothing can be more nice and delicate 
than a Maiden Virtue, which ought not to be ex- 
poicd to any of thoſe malignant Airs which may 
blait and corrupt it, of which, God knows, there 

o many, ſome that blow from within, and 
vthers ſrom without. 

(2: the firſt Sort, there is 
none more miſchievous than Curi- Tt is endangered 
viity, a Temptation which foiled by Curio ſity. 
hunan Nature even in Paradiſe : . 
n therefore, luxe a feeble Girl ought not to truſt 
a B b 2 herſelf 
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292 The Ladies Calling. Part II. 
herſelf with that which ſubdued her better fortified 
Parent. The Truth is, an affected Ignorance can- 
not be ſo blameable in other Caſes as it is commend- 
able in this. Indeed it: is the ſureſt and moſt in- 
vincible Guard; for-ſie who is curious to know in- 
decent things, it is odds but ſhe will too ſoon and 
00 dearly buy the Lear ning The ſuppreſſing and 
dercitins all ſuch Curioſities, is therefore that emi- 


nent funda mental Piece of Continence 1 would re- 


commend to them, as that which will protect and ſe- 
cure all the reſt. 
9. But when they have let this 
By ill Company Guard upon themſelves, they mult 
amid Idle 774. provide againit foreign Affaults 
tao; the moſt dz .ngerous wheroof 
I rake to be ill Company and Idleneſs. Againſt the 
rt, they muſt pi rovide by a prudent Choice of 
Converfation, which ſhould generally be of their 
own Sex; yet not all of that neither, but ſuch as 
will at leaſt entertain them innocently, if. not pro- 
ftably. Againſt the ſecond they may ſecune them- 


ſelves by a conſtant Series of Employments; I mean 


not ſuch frivolous ones as are more idle than doing 
nothing, but inch as are ingen dus, and ſome way 
worth their Time; wherein, as the firſt is to be 
given to the Offices of piety, wy in the Intervals 
of thoſe, there are divers others, by which they 
may not unuſefully fill up the Vacancies of he Ir 
Time; ſuch are the acquiring of any of thoſe © 

namental Improvements which become their Quali: 
ty, as Writing, Needle-works, Languages, Mulick, 
or the like. If I ſhould here inſert the Art of 
Occonomy and Houſhold Managery, I ſfrould not 
think 1 affronted them in it; that being the molt 
proper feminine Buſineſs, t from which neither Wealth 
nor Greatneſs can totally * olve them: And a 


little of the Theory in their Parents Houſe, would 
muc! 
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much aſſiſt them towards the Practick, when they 
come to their own, In a Word, there are many 
Parts of Knowledge uſeful for civil as well as divine 
Life; and the improving themſelves in any of thoſe, - 
is a rational Employment. 

10. But I confeſs I know not how 
*0 reduce to that Head many of thole By Gaming. 
things, which, from Divertiſements, 
are now ſtept up to be the folemn-Buſineſs of ma- 
ny young Ladies, (aud, I doubt, of fome old.) 
Such is, in the firſt place, Gaming, a Recreation 
|. whoſe Lawfulneſs 1 queſtion not, whilſt it keeps 
| within the Bounds of a Recreation: But when it 
{ets up for a Calling, I know not whenee it derives 
its Licence. Anda Calbng ſure it ſeems to be with 
ſome ; a laborions one too, ſuch as they toil Night 
and Day at, nay, do not allow -themlelves that 
Kemiſſion which the Laws both of God and Man 


have provided for the meaneſt Mechanick: The | 
abbath is to them mo Day of Reſt/ but this Trade il 
daes on When all Shops are hut. I know not how | 1 
they ſatisfy themſelves in ſuch an habitual Waſte 1 
27. their Time, (beſides all the incidental Faults of WH 


Avarice and Anger) but I much doubt that Plea, 
hatfoever it is, which paſſes with them, will 
{carc2 hold Weight at his Tribunal, who has com- 
nanded us to redeem, not fling away, our time. | | 
11. There is another: thing to ? { 
which ſome devote a very<conli-% By reading Ro- | 
derable Part of their Time, and- ances. + 1 
that is, thes reading Romances, I 
which ſeems now to be thought the peculiar: and bf 
only becoming Study of young Ladies. I confeſs 
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their Youth: may a kittle adapt it to them when 1 F 
iney. were Children, and IJ with they were always 13 
un their Event as harmleſs ; but 1 fear they often 1 
cave ill Impreſſions behind them. Thoſe amorous 
B b 3 Paſhous, . | | 
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Paſſions, which it is their Deſign to paint to the 
utmoſt Life, are apt to inſinvate themſelves into 


their unwary Readers, and by an unhappy Inverſion 
a Copy ſhall produce an Original. When a poor 
young Creature ſliall read there of ſome triumphant 
Beauty, that has 1 know not how many captivated 
Knights proſtrate at her Feet, the will probably be 
tempted to think it a fine thing; and may refle& 
bow much the loſes Time, that has not yet ſubdued 
one Heart ; and then her Buſineſs will be to ſpread 
her Nets, lay her Toils to catch ſome body who 
vill more fatally enſnare her. And when ſhe has 
once wound herlelf into an Amour, thoſe Authors 
are ſubtile Caſuiſts for all difficult Cafes that may 
occur in it, will inſtruct in the neceſſary Artifices 


of deluding Parents and Friends, and = her Ruin 


perfectly in her own Power. And truly, this ſcems 
to be ſo natural a Conſequent of this Sort of Study, 
that of all the Divertiſements that look ſo inno- 
cently, they can ſcarce fall upox any more hazard- 
ous. Indeed it is very difficult to imagine what vaſt 
Miſchief is done to the World by the falſe No- 
tions and Images of things ; particularly. of Love 


and Honour, thoſe nobleſt Concerns of human 


Life, repreſented in theſe Mirrors. But when we 
conſider upon what Principles the Dueliſts and 
Hectors of the Age defend their Outrages, and how 
great a Devotion is paid to Luſt, inſtead of virtu- 


ous. Love, we cannot be to ſeck for the Goſpel 


which makes theſe Doctrines appear orthodox. 
12. As for the Entertainments Which 


By Viſits. they find abroad, they may be inno- 


cent, or otherwiſe, according as they 

are managed. The common Intercourſe of Civility 
is a Debt to Humanity, and therefore mutual Vi- 
fits may often be neceſſary, and fo (in ſome De- 
gree) may. be ſeveral harmleſs and healthful Recrea · 
dions 
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tions which may call them abroad, for I write not 
now to Nuns, and have no Purpoſe to confine them 
to 2 Cloiſter.. Net, on the other Side, to be al- 
ways wandering is the Condition of a Vagabond; 
and of the two, it is better to be a. Priſoner to 
one's home than a Stranger. So/omon links it with 
{me very unlaudable Qualities of a Woman, Prov. 
vii. 11. that her feet abide not in her honſe ; and 
it is an unibappy Impotence not to be able to ſtay at 
home, when there is any thing to be ſeen abroad: 
That any Maik or Revel, any Jollity of others, 
miſt be their Rack and Torment, if they cannot 
bet to it. Alas! ſuch Meetings are not ſo ſure yo 
be ſafe, that they had need be neg and the 

are of all others leaſt like to be fafe to thoſe who 
much dote on, them. And therefore thoſe that find 
they do ſo, had need to counterbiaſs their Minds, 
and ſet them to ſomething better, and by more ſe- 
r:0us Entertainments ſupplant thoſe Vanities, which 


at the beſt are childiſh, and may often prove worſe ; 


it being too probable that thoſe Dinahs which are 
{till gadding, though on Pretence to ſee only the 
Daughters of the Land, Ger. xxxiv. may at laſt 
meet with a Son of Hamer, 

12. There is alſo another great | 
Devourer of Time, ſubſervient to By Dreſſing. 
the former, I mean Dreſſing; for 
they that love to be ſeen much abroad, will be 
lure to be ſeen in the maſt exact Form. And this 
is an Employment that does not ſteal, but challenge 
their Time; what they waſte here is %u privilegio, 
it being, by the Verdict of this Age, the proper Bu- 
line{s, the one Science wherein a young Lady is to 
perfectly verſed : So that now all virtuous Emu- 
lation is converted into this ſingle Ambition, who 
ſhall excel in this Faculty. A Vanity which, I 
c021c13,. is more excuſable in the youngelt than the 
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elder Sort; they being ſuppoſable not yet to have 
outworn the Reliques of their Childhood, to which 
Toys and Gaiety were proportionable. Beſides, 
it is ſure allowable upon a ſoberer account, that 
they who deſign Marriage, ſhould give themſelves 
the Advantage of decent Ornaments,- and not by 
the negligent Rudeneſs of their Dreſs belie Nature, 
and render themfelves leſs amiable than ſhe has made 
them. But all this being. granted, it will by no 
means juſtify that exceſſive Curioſity and Solicitude, 
that Expence of Time and Money too which is 
now uſcd. A very moderate Degree of all thoſe 
will ſerve for © that. ordinary Decency which they 
need provide for, will keep them from the Reproach 
of an affected Singular rity, which is as much as à {0+ 
ber Perſon need take care for. And I muſt take 
leave to ſay, that in order to Marriage; ſuch a 
Moderation is much likelier to ſucceed» than tha 
contrary extravagance. ' Among the prudenter Sort 
of Men J am fore it * Hit be not among the 
Looſe and Vain, againſt Which it will be "their 
Guard, and ſo do them the greater Service, For 
certainly he that chooſes a Wife for- thoſe Qualities 
for which 2 wiſe Man would refuſe her, under- 
ſtands ſo little what Marriags is, as portends no 
great Felicity to her that all have him. Bot if 
they deſire co marry Men of Sobriety and Diſcre- 

tion, they arc obliged i in Juſtice to bring the ſame 
Qualities they expect, which will be very ill evi- 

deaced by that Exceſs and Vanity we now ſpeak of. 

14. For to ſpeak a plain (tho) 

This ſetting thems- perhaps ungratefu)) Truth, this 
ſelves out, of young (together with ſome of the mo- 
Vadie es, wh; <hthey diſh Liberties now in Uſe) is it 
den for their which keeps ſo many young La- 
Hrefermeut, is .a dies about the Town unmarried, 
great Hindrance. till- they loſe the Epithet of 
sf it. PFoung. 
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young. Sober Men, are afraid to venture upon a 


Humour fo diſagreeing to their own, leſt whilft 
(according to the primitive Reaſon of Marriage) 


they ſeek a Help, they eſpouſe a Ruin. But this 


eclpecially dreadful to a plain Country Gentleman, 


who looks upon one of theſe ſine Women as a gan- 


iy Idol, to whom, if he once become a Votary, he 
muſt ſacrifice. a great Part of his Fortune, and all 
his Content. How reaſonable that Apprehenſion 
is, the many. Wrecks. of conſiderable Families do 
too evidently atteſt, But I preſume ſome of the 
nicer Ladies have ſuch a Contempt of any thing 
that they pleaſe to call Ruſtick, that they will not 
much regret the averting of thoſe. whom they io 
i\cipile. They will not, perhaps, while they are 
in Purſuit or Hopes of others; but when thoſe 
l, theſe will be looked on as a welcome Reſerve ;. 
21d therefore it will, be no Prudence to cut them- 
feives off from that laſt Reſort, left they (as many 
hve done) betake themſelves to much worle.. For, 
25 in many Inſtances, it is the Country which feeds 
and maintains the Grandeur of the Town, ſo of 
a Commerces there, Marriage would ſooneſt fail, 
it all rural Supplies were cut off. 

15. But I have purſued this Spe- 

clarion farther: than perhaps my The adorning 
Virgin Readers will thank me for: of the Mind 

| "all return to that which it was were a. more 
»0Ugt. to enforce, and beſeech /audableEndeas» 
them, that if not to Men, yet to vor. 

approve themſelves to God, they: 

conſine themſelves. in the Matter of their 
eis within the due Limits of Decency and So- 
o7:Cty, I ſhall not direct them to thoſe ſtrict Rules 
en 7 ertilian and ſome other of the ancient Fa- 
dae preſcribed in this Matter; my Petition 
, that our Virgins would at lealt. fo take 
3 care 
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care of their Bodics as Perfons that alſo have a 
Soul: which if they can be perſuaded to; they may 
reſerve much of their Time for more worthy 
Uſes than thoſe of the Comb, the Toilets, and 
the Glaſs. And truly it is not a little their Con- 
cern to do fo, for this Spring of their Age is that 
sritical Inſtant that maſt either conhrm or blaſt the 
Hopes of all the ſucceeding Sealoas: The Minds 
of young People are uſually compared to a blank 
Sheet of Paper, equally capable of the beſt or the 
worſt Impreſſions: It is Pity they ſhould be filled 
1th childiſh Scrawls and little inhgnificant Figures, 
but it is Shame and Horror they ſhould be ſtained 
with any vicious Charaflers, any Blots of -Impurity 
or Diſhonour. To prevent which, let the ſevereſt 
"Notions of Modeſty and Honour be early and deep- 
ly impreſſed upon their Souls, graven as with the 
Point of. a Diamond, that they may be as indelible 
as they are indifpenſibly necellary to the Virgin 
State. | 


16. There is allo another very 
The Obedience requiſite Quality, and that is Obe- 
of Virgins. dience. The younger Sort of Vir- 
gins are ſuppoſed to have Parents, - 
or if any has been ſo unhappy as to loſe them ear- 


HIM I, they commonly are left in the Charge of ſome 
\ r 42 
1 Friend or Guardian, that is to ſupply the Place: 


So they cannot be to {eek to whom this Obedience 
is to be paid. And it-1s not more their Duty 
than their Intereſt to pay it. Youth is apt to be 
fooliſh in its Deſigns, and heady in the Purſuit of 


0 them; and there can be nothing more deplorable 
5 than to have it left to itſelf. And therefore God, 

bY who permits not even the Brutes to deſtitute their 
7A young ones till they attain to the Perfection of their 
1 Kind, has put Children under the Guidance and Pro. 
1 tection ol their Parents, tilh by the maturtag 2 
„„ their 
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their Judgments, they are qualified to be their own 
Conductors. Now this Obedience (as that which is 
to all other Superiors) is to extend itſelf to all 
things that are either good or indifferent, and has 
10 Clauſe of Exception, but only where the Com- 
mand is unlawful. And in ſo wide a Scene of Ae- 
ton, there will occur fo many particular Occaſions 
ot Submiſſion, that they had need have a great Re- 
verence of their Parents Judgments, and Diſtruſt of 
their own. And if it ſhould bappen that ſome Pa- 
hc general Imbecillity of their Age will remain a 
conſtant Ground of-.the latter: So that they may 
elier venture themſelves: to their Parents Mif- 
v1142nce than their own, by how much the Errors 
»* Humility and Obedience are leſs malignant than 
oſe of Preſumption and Arrogance. 

7. But this is a Doctrine 
uch will ſcarce paſs for ortho- There is among 

with many of the young Wo- Youth a mo/l 

men of our Days, with whom it 92ifchievons In. 

Prejudice enough againſt the /olence to con- 
denteſt Advice, that it comes _ temn Advice, be- 
trom their Parents. It is the cauſe it comes 
and Ingenuity of - theſe Times to from a: Parent. 
turn every thing into Ridicule; 
and if a Girl. can but rally ſmartly upon the-fober 
A\monition of a Parent, ſhe concludes ſhe is the 
ler Perſon, takes herſelf for a Wit, and the o- 
ther for a Fop; (a Bugbear Word, deviſed to 
fripht all Seriouſneſs ond Sobriety out of the 
World) and learns not only to diſobey, hut to con- 
temm. Indeed the great Confidence that Youth now 
ems to have of itſelf, as it. is very indecent, fo it 
is extremely pernicious. Children that will attempt 
to ge alone before their Time, oft get * 

Sz 


2115 are not qualified to give them the former, yet 
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Falls; and when thoſe who are but little remove 
from Children, ſhall caſt off the wiſer Conduct of 
others, they oft ſadly miſcarry by their own, 
18. I know this Age has fo 

So alſo to avoid freat 2 Contempt of the former, 
their Company. that it is but Matter of Seorn to 
alledge any of their Cuſtoms, elſe 

I ſhould fay that the Libertics that arc taken now, 
would then have been ſtartled at. They that ſhould 
then have ſeen a young Maid rambling abroad with- 
out her Mother, or ſome other prudent Perſon, 
would have looked on her as a Stray, and thought 
it but 2 neighbourly Office to have «brought her 
home; whereas, now it is a Rarity -to' ſee them in 
any Company graver than themſelves, and ſhe that 
goes with her Parent (unleſs it «be ſuch a Parent as 
is as wild as herlelf ) thinks ſhe does but walk abroad 
with her Jailor. But ſure there are no ſmall Mil. 
chiets that attend this Liberty; for it leaves them 
perfectly to the Choice of : their Company, a thing 
of too weighty an Importance for giddy Heads to 
determine; who willi he ſure to elect ſuch as are of 
their own Humour, with whom they may keep up a 
Traffick of little Impertinencies and trifling Enter 
tainments; and ſo by conſequence condemn them- 


ſelves never to grow wiler, which they might do by 


an ingenuous Converſation. Nay, it is well if that 
Negative will be the worſt, for it gives Opportunt- 
ty to any that have ill Deſigns upon them. It 
will be eaſy getting into their Company, who have 
no Guard to keep any body out, and as eaſy by 
little Compliances and Flutteries to inſinuate inte 
their good Graces, who have not the Sagacity to diſ- 
cern to what inſidious Purpoſes thoſe Blandiſhments 
are directed; and when they once begin to nibble at 
that Bait, to bepleaſed with the Courtſhip, it is 


great odds they do not eſcape the Hook. 
19. Alas 
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19. Alas! how many poor in- 
nocent Creatures have been thus Young Nomen 
indiſcernibly enſnared ; have at Having a0 
firlt perhaps only liked the Wit Guard about 
and Raillery, perhaps the Language them, are fre- 
and Addreſs, then the Freedom quently enfnu- 
and good Humour; till at laſt red. 
they come to like the Perſon. 
lis therefore a moſt neceſlary Caution for young 
Women, not to truſt too much to their own Con- 
guct, but to own their Dependence on thoſe to 
whom God and Nature have ſubjeted them, and to 
look on it not as their Reſtraint and Burden, but as 
their Shelter and Protection. For, where once the 
Authority of a Parent comes to be deſpiſed, tho? 
the lighteſt Inſtance, it lays the Foundation of 
1tnoſt Diſobedience. She that will not be pre- 
icribed to in the Choice of her ordinary diverting 
Company, will leſs be fo in chooſing the fixed Com- 
anion of her Life: And we ſind it often eventually 
e that thoſe who govern themſelves in the for- 
ter, Will not be governed by their Friends in the 
latter, but, by Pre-engagements of their OWN, pre- 
vent their Elections for them. 
20. And this is one of the high- 
cf: Injuries they can do their Pa- A Self-diſho/al 
rents, who have ſuch a native is the higheſt Ine 
Nicht in them, that it is no leſs jury aCGhildcarn 
n njuſtice than Diſobedience to do a Parent. 
U:1pole of themſelves without 
them. This Right of the Parent is ſo undoubted, 
at we find God himſelf gives way to it, and will 
1 not {after che moſt holy Pretence, no not that of a 
Vow, to invade it, as we may ſee his own ſtating of 
de Cale, Numb. xxx. How will he then reſent 
i, to have this ſo indiſpenſible a Law violated up- 
on the Impulle of an impotent Paſſion, an amorous 
Vol. III. C c Inclination ? 
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Inclination? Nor is the Folly leſs than the Sin: 
They injure and afflict their Parents, but they ge- 
nerally ruin and undo themſelves; and that upon a 
double account. Firſt, as to the ſecular Part, thoſe 
that are ſo raſſi as to make ſuch Matches, cannot be 
imagined ſo provident as to examine how agreeable 
it is to their Intereſt, or to contrive for any thing 
beyond the Marriage. The Thoughts of their fu- 
ture temporal Conditions (like thoſe of the eternal) 
can find no Room amidlt their fooliſh Raptures, but, 
as if Love were indeed that Deitv which the Poets 


feigned it, they depend on it for all, and take no 


farther Care. And the Event does commonly too 
ſoon inſtruct them in the Deiceitfulneſs of that 
"Truſt ; Love being {0 unable to ſupport them that 
it cannot maintain itſelf, but quickly cxpires, when 
it has brought the Lovers into thoſe Straits from 
whence it cannot reſcue them. So that indeed it 
does but play the Decoy with them, brings them 
into the Nooſe, and then retires, For, when ſecu— 
lar Wants begin to pinch them, all the Tranſports 
of their Kindneſs do uſually convert into mutual 
Accuſations, for having made each other miſer. 


able. 
21. And indeed there is no Rea- 
Ts generally un- ſon to expect any better Event, 
fortunate 1 becauſe, ip- the ſecond place, they 
forfeit their Title to the divine 
Bleſſing. Nay, they put themſelves out of the 
Capacity to ask it, it being a ridiculous Impudence 
to beg God to proſper the Tranſgreſſions of his 
Law. Such Weddings ſeem to invoke only ſome 
of the poetick romantick Deities, Years and # 
921, from whence they derive'a Happineſs as ict 
tious as are the Gods that are to ſend it. Let a 
Virgins therefore religiouſly obſerve this Part of O. 


L ; 1. RE, 
bedience to their Parents, that they may not 9) 
have 
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Juable Conlideration; fo that this Courſe will repel 


have their Benediction, but God's. And to that 
urpoſe let this be laid as a fundamental Rule, that 
they never hearken to any Propoſal of Marriage 
nade them from any other Hand; but when any 
{uch Overture is made, divert the Addreſs from her- 
ſelf, and direct it to her Parents, which will be the 
beſt Teſt imaginable for any Pretender. For if he 
know hiraſelf worthy of her, he will not fear to 
avow his Deſign to them; and therefore, if he de- 
ine that, it is a certain Symptom he is conſei- 
ous of ſomething that he knows will not give a va- 


no Suitor but ſuch as it is their Intereſt not to ad- 
mit. Beſides, it is moſt agreeable to the Virgin Mo- 
deſty, which ſhould make Marriage an Act rather of 
their Obedience than their Choice ; and they that 
think their Friends too flow paced in the Mat- 
ter, and ſeek to out- run them, give Cauſe to ſuſpect 
they are ſpurred on by ſomewhat too warm De- 
fres. , 

22. But as à Daughter is net 
ther to anticipate, nor contra- How far à Vir- 
chet the Will of her Parent, ſo gin may inter- 
(io hang the Balance even) I muſt po/e her Diſſent. 
{cv ſue is not obliged to force her 
own, by marrying where ſhe cannot love; fora 
negative Voice in the Caſe. is ſure as much the 
Child's Right as the Parents. It is true, ſhe ought 
well to examine the Grounds of her Averſion, and 
it they prove only childiſh and fanciful, ſhould en- 
deavour to correct them by Reaſon and ſober Con- 
ideration : But if after all ſhe cannot leave to hate, 
{ think ſhe ſhould not proceed to marry. I confeſs, 
i ice no! how the can, without a ſacrilegious Hypo- 
*rity, vow lo ſolemnly to love, where ſhe at the 
ant actually abhors; and where the married State 
8 gun With ſuch a Perjury, it is no wonder to 

Cc2 
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find it continued on at the ſame Rate, that other 
Parts of the Vow be alſo violated, and that ſhe ob- 
ſerve the negative Part no more than the poſitive, 
and as little forſake others, as the does heartily cleave 
to her Husband. I fear this is a Conlequence where- 
of there are too many ſad inſtances now extant, 
For though doubtleſs there are fome Virtues which 
will hold out againſt all the Temptations their Aver- 
ſions can give, nay, which do at laſt even conquer 
thoſe Averſions, and render their Duty as eaſy as they 
have kept it fafe : Yet we find there are but ſome 
that do ſo, that it is no inſeparable Property of the 
Sex, and therefore it is ſure too hazardous an Expe- 
riment for any of them to venture on. 
23. And if they may not, upon 
T he Injuſtice of the more generous Motive of O- 
marrying for bedience, much leſs may they upon 
Fortune. the worſe Inducements of Avarice 
and Ambition. For a Woman to 
make a Vow to the Man, and yet intend only to 
marry his Fortune, or his Title, is the baſeſt In- 
Encerity, and ſuch as in any other Kind of civil 
Contracts would not only have the Inſamy but the 
Puniſhment of a Cheat. Nor will it at all ſecure 
them that in this it is only liable to God's Tribunal; 
for that is not like to make the Doom leſs, but more 
heavy, it being, as the Apoſtle witneſſes, a fear/u! 
thing to fall into the hands of the living Cod, Heb. 
Xx. 31. In a word, Marriage is God's Ordinance, and 
ſhould be conſidered as ſuch, not made a Stale to any 
unworthy Deſign. And it may well be preſume! 
one Cauſe why ſo few Matches are happy, that they 
are not built upon a right Foundation. Some are 
grounded upon Wealth, ſome on Beauty, too ſandy 
Bottoms, God knows, to raiſe any laſting Felicity 
on; whilſt, in the interim, Virtue and Piety, the 
only ſolid Balis for that Superſtructure, are {carce 


ever 
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ever conſidered. Thus God is commonly left out 
of the Conſultation. The Lawyers are reſorted to 


to ſecure the Settlements, all Sorts of Artificers to 
make up the Equipage, but he is neither adviſed 


with as to the Motives, nor ſcarce ſupplicated as to 


the Event of Wedding. Indeed it is a deplorable 
Sight to ſee with what Lightneſs and Unconcerned- 
neis young People go to that weightieſt Action of 


their Lives; that a Marriage-day 1s but a Kind of 


Bacchanal, a more licenſed avowed Revel; when, 
it they duly conſider it; it is the Hinge upon which 


their tuture Life moves, which turns them over to 


a happy or miſerable” Being, and therefore oaght to 
b- enrered upon with the greateſt Serioufneſs and 
Devotion: Our Church adviſes exceilently, in the 
Preiace to Matrimony; and I wiſh they would not 
only give it'the Hearing at the Time, but make it 
neir Study a good while before: Yea, and the 
Marriage Vow too, which is ſo ſtrict and awful a 
Von, that methinks they had need well weigh eve- 
ry Branch of it ere they enter it, and by 'thefervent- 

Prayers implore that God, who is the Witneſs, 
© be ther Aſſiſtant too in its Performance. 


„* 
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Of Wives. 


1 N 1 now having conducted ; 
the Virgin to the En- The ſingle Kb 
trance of another State, I muſt lation of a Wife: 
the Scene, and attend her draws in many» 
zither allo And here ſhe is others. 
Zunched into a wide Sea, that one 4 
aton of a Wife drawing after it many others. 
88 3 Foxe 
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For as the eſpouſes the Man, ſo ſhe does his Obliga- 
tions allo : And wherever he, by Ties of Nature 


or Alliance, owes a Reverence or Kindneſs, ſhe is 


no leſs a Debitor. Hes Marriage is an. Adoption 
into his Family; and therefore ſhe is to pay to 
every Branch of it, what their Stations there do 
reſpectively require : To deſine which more parti 
cularly would be a Work of more Length than 
Profit. I ſhall therefore contine the preſent Conũi- 
deration. to the Relation ſhe ſtands in to her Hul- 
band, and {what is uſually concomitant with that) 


per Children and her Servants; and ſo ſhall conſider 


of 


her in the three Capacities of a Wife, a Mother, 
and a Miſtreſs. | 
2. In that of a Wife, hen Du- 
The Marriage ty has ſeveral Aſpects, as it re- 
Debt to the Per- lates, firſt, to his Perſon, ſecond- 
ſon of a Huſ- dly, to his Reputation, third!y, 
band. to his Fortune. The firſt Debt 
to his Perſon is Love, which we 
And ſer as the prime Article in the Marriage Vow. 
und indeed that is the molt eſſential Requiſite; with- 
out this, it is only a Bargain and Compact, a Ty- 
ranny perhaps on the Man's Part, and a Slavery on. 
the Woman's. It is Love only that cements the 
Hearts, and where that Union is wanting, it is but 


a Shadow; a Carcaſe of Marriage. Therefore as it 


ie very neceſſary to bring ſome Degree of that to 
this State; fo. it is no leſs to maintain and im- 
prove it in it. This is. it. which. facilitates all 
other Duties of Marriage ;. makes the Yoke fit 
fo lightly, that it rather. pleaſes than galls. It 
ſhonld- therefore be the Study. of Wives to pre- 
ſerve. this Flame, that, ke the Keftal Fire, it may 
never go out; and to that End carefully to guard 
at from all thoſe things which are naturally apt to 

extinguiſh 


— > 
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Degrees wear off the Kindneſs. 


3.” But of all, I know nothing more 
dangerous than that unhappy Paſhon 


of b jcalouly which though it is ſaid 
be the Child of Love, yet, like the 


Vi iper, its Birth is the certain Deſtruction of the 
Parcnr, As therefore they muſt be nicely careful 
t give their Husbands no Colour, no leaſt Umbrage 
for N lo ſhould they be as reſolute to reſiſt all that 
occurs to themſelves ; be fo far from that buſy Cu- 
outy, that Induſtry 10 find Cauſes of Sulpicions 


- 
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extinguiſh it; of which Kind are all Frowardneſs 
and little Pn of Humour, all ſullen and 
mocoſe Behaviour; which, by taking off from the 
Delight and Complacency of Converſation, wilt by 


Ct avoid; us 


ealouſy. 


that., even Where they preſented themſelves the 


Could avert. the Conſideration, put the moſt candid: 
onſtruction upon any doubtful Action. 

Charity in this Inſtance has not more ab. 
It is infinitely 
viteſt Courſe, both in relation to her preſent 
The entertaining, 
ſeglous Fancy, is the admitting the molt. trea- 
erde, the molt diſturbing In- mate in the World, 


15 


<A Dove than of the Ssypcat. 


CE 1545+ 


2dtet and her fe Innocence. 


REPS 3 4 


and ſhe opens her Breaſt to a Fury that lets it in. It 
38 certain ly one of the molt enchant ting] Frenzies ima» 
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4 


1973 to find, and makes her. equally miſerable when 


e is injured, and when the is not. 


and as he totally loſes her 


tae, ( it is odds but ſhe will 


N only attended -withablack Train; 


ders all the Forces of our iraſcible Part to 
act its Garrel, Wrath and Anger, 


We". NT EY WT IE a 


The miſchievous 
part alto with ſome. Degrees of es of 
nnocence. Jealouſy is com- 


b „ keeps her always in a moſt reſileſs-1 importu- 
ie Search after. that which ſhe dreads and ab- 


Malice and 


Revenge: 


And in- 
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' Revenge *. And by how much the female Impotence 


to govern thoſe Paſſions is the greater, ſo muctr 
the more dangerous is it to admit that which will ſo 
furely ſet them in an Uproar. For if jealouſy be, 
as the Wife Man fays, the rage of a man, Prov. viz 
32. we may well think it may be the Fury, the 
Madneſs of a Woman. And indeed all Ages have 
Hin tragical Inſtances of it, not only in the moſ? 


| Hidecent Fierceneſs and Clamour, but in the ſolemn 


Miſchiefs of actual Revenges. Nay, it is to be 
doubted there have been ſome whoſe Malice has re- 
bounded ; who have ruined themfelves in Spight; 
have been aduſterous by way Retaliation, and taken 
more ſcandalous Liberties than thoſe they complain- 
ed of in their Husbands. And when ſuch enormous 
Effects as theſe are the Iſſues of Jealouſy, it ought 
to keep Women on the ſtricteſt Guard apainft it. 

5. But perhaps it may be fatd, 
What to be done that ſome are not left tb thei 
in caſe of ma- Icalouſy and Conjectures, but have 
more demonſtmtive Proofs. In 
this Age it is indeed no ſtrange 
thing for Men to publith their Sin as Sodom, and 
the Offender does ſometimes not only diſcover, but 
boaſt his Crime. In this Cafe I confeſs it will be 
ſcarce poſſible to disbelieve him: But even here 4 


— 


nifeſt Falſeneſ5. 


Wife has this Advantage, that ſhe is out of the Pain 


of Suſpence. She knows the utmoſt, and there- 
fore is now at leiſure to convert all that Induſtry 
which {he would have uſed for the Diſeovery, tv 
fortify herſelf againſt a known Calamity ; which 
fure ſhe may as well do in this-as in any other; 2 
patient Submiſhon” being the one Cathohicon in gil 
Diſtreſſes; and as the flighteſt can overwhelm us, 
if we add our own Impatience towards our ſinking, 
ſo the greateſt cannot; if we deny it that Aid. 
They are therefore far in the Wrong, who, in gh? 


$1 


9 


„ 
* 
GW 

. 


Of Vi ves. 309 
of this Injury, purſue their Husbands with Viru- 
gencies and Reproaches. "This is, as So/omen ſays, 
. XXV. 20. the pturing vinegar upon nitre, ap- 
ing Corroſives when Balſams are molt needed; 
w hereby they not only increaſe their own Smart, 


} 


but render the Wound incurable. They are not 


Thunders and Earthquakes, but ſoft gentle Rains, 
hat cloſe the Scifſures of the Ground; and the 
Breaches of Wedlock will never be cemented by 
Storms and loud Outcries. Many Men have been 
made worſe, but ſcarce ever any better by it ; for 
Guilt covets nothing more than an Opportunity of 
recriminating ; and where the Husband can accuſe 
the Wiſe's Bitterneſs, he thinks he needs no other 
Apology for his own Luſt. 

>. A wiſe Diſſimulation, or ve- 
1 calm Notice is ſure the like- The Advantage 
lieſt Means of reclaiming: For of Patience. 
wire Men have not wholly put 
ON Humanity, there is a native Compaſſion to a 
mee). Sufferer. We have naturally ſome Regret to 
i Lamb under the Knife; whereas the impatient 
ing of a Swine diverts our Pity ; fo that Pa- 
fience in this Caſe is as much the Intereſt as the 
Lat of a Wife. 
7. But there is another In- 
de wherein that Virtue has a Of cauſele/s 
yer toverer Trial; and that is, 7eaiou/y to- 
ena Wife lies under the cauſe= wards the Witz 
3 Jeaſoufies of the Husband, by the Huſhand, 
3 cauleleſs; for if they be 


j"it, 't is not ſo much a Seaſon for Patience 
>: Tor Kepentance and Reformation.) This is 
anne of the greateſt Calamities that can befal g 
25 Woman; who as ſhe accounts nothing 

ear tas her Loyalty and Honour, ſo thinks no 
can equal the aſperſing of thoſe, e 
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ly when it is from him to whom ſhe has been the 
molt ſolicitous to approve herſelf, Yet God, who 
permits nothing but what he direts to ſome wiſe 
and gracious End, has an over-ruling Hand in this as 
well as inall other Events of Life ; and therefore it 
becomes every Woman in that Condition to examine 
ſtrictly what ſhe has done to provoke ſo ſevere a 
Scourge. For though her Heart condemn her not 
of any Falſeneſs to her Husband, yet probably it 
may of many Difloyalties to her God; and then 
ſhe is humbly to accept even of this traducing of 
her Innocence, as the Puniſhinent of her Iniquity, 
and bear it with the fame "Temper wherewith David 
did the unjuſt Revilings of Shimei, 2 Kings xvi. 10. 
Let him curſe, for the Lord hath bidden him. 
?, And when ſhe hath made this 
The Comfort of penitent Reflexion on her real 
42 Ke/ort to Gullits, ſte may then with more 
God's righteous Courage encounter thoſe imagina- 
Judgment, ry ones which are charged on her: 
Wherein ſhe is to ule al! prudent 
and regular Means for her Juſtification, that being 4 
Debt ſhe owes to Truth and her own Fame. But 
if, after all, the Suſpicion remains ſtill fixed (as com- 
monly thoſe which are the molt unreaſonable are the 
moſt obſtinate;) ſhe may ſtill ſolace herſelf in her 
Integrity, and God's Approbation of it: Nor ought 
he to think herſelf deſolate that has her Appeal 
open to Heaven. Therefore, whilſt ſhe can look 
both inward and upward with Comfort, why ſhould 


ſhe chooſe to fix her Eyes only on the Object oi 


her Grief ? and whilſt her own Complaint is ot De- 
famation, why ſhould ſhe ſo diſhonour God and 2 
good Conſcience, as to ſhew any thing can be more 
forcible to oppreſs than they are to relieve and {up- 

ort? And it ſhe may not indulge to Griet, much 
ſecs may ſhe to Anger and Bitterneſs, 


0+ Indeed, 
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9. Indeed, if ſhe conſider how The Trammell 
painful a Paſhon Jealouſy is, her an irs 

Husband will more need her Pity; elouſy ig a ſee 


vere Revenpe ou 
who, though he be unjuſt to her, M 
a : a the injurious 
yet cruel to himſelf. And as . 

# Huſband, 


we do not uſe to hate and malign 
thoſe Lunaticks, who in their Fits beat their 
”riends, and cut and gaſh themſelves, but rather 
make it our care to put all harmful Engines out of 
their Way; fo ſhould the Wife not deſpitetully ru- 
minate upon the Injury, but wiſely contrive to 
avert his Temptations to more, by denying herſelf 
even the moſt innocent Liberties, if ſhe ſee they 
lilfitisfy bim. I know there have been ſome of an- 
other Opinion; and, as if they thought Jealouſy 
erg to be cured by Majoration, have, in an angry 
Contempt, done things to inflame it, put on an un- 
wonted Freedom and [ollity, to ſhew their Huf- 
bands how little they had fecured themſelves by 
thcir Diſtruſt. But his, as it is no Chriſtian, ſo 
} conceive it is no prudent, Expedient : It ſerves to 
i--npthen not only the Husband's Suſpicion, but 
is Party too, and make many others of his Mind: 
14 it is a little to be feared, that by uſing ſo to 
brave the Jealouſy, they may at laſt come to verif* 
1. have been the longer on this Theme, ba 
2; Jealouſy is the moſt fatal Peſt of a married Life, 
{o | think it more ordinarily occurs among People of 
Quality, and with the worſt and moſt durable Ef- 
ts. Yet whatever Pretences People may take 
nic, the Marriage Vow is too faſt a Knot to be 
oolened by Fancies and Chimeras : Let a Woman 
iheretore be the Perſon ſufpecting or ſuſpected, nei- 
be will abſolve her from that Love to her Huſ- 
band the has ſworn to pay. 
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- 10. But alas! what Hope 18 
2 1 up- there that theſe greater Tempta- 
{tle Di/- tions ſhall be reliſted, when we ſee 
1 . every the ſlighteſt Dilguſt is now- 
' a-days too ſtrong for the matrimo- 
nial Love. Nay, indeed, it does of courſe fall off 
of itſelf ; which is an Event ſo much expected, that 
it is no wonder to ſee it expire with the firſt Circuit 
of the Moon ; but it is every body's Admiration to 
ſee it laſt one of the Sun. And ſometimes it vaniſhes 
ſo clearly, as not to leave ſo much as a Shadow be- 
hind it, not ſo much as the Formalities of Marriage: 
Oae Bed, one Houſe cannot hold them, as if the * 
on been put together like Caſe-ſhot in e Gun, only 

hat they might more forcibly ſcatter ſeveral Ways. 
Nos as if this were de ſigned and intended ip the 
firſt Addreſſes unto Marriage, a ſeparate Maintain- 
ance is of courie aforchand contracted for, and be- 
comes as ſolemn a Part of the Settlement as a 8 
ture is. Plutarch obſerves of the ancient Romans, 
that for two hundred and thirty Years after the 
Founding of their State, there never was one Ex- 
ample of any married Co. _= that ſeparated : It is 
not likely they could have a more binding Form of 
Marriage than ours is, the Diffe: rence mult lie be- 
tween their Veracity and our Falſeneſs. 

. But even among thoſe who 

The Miſchief of deſert not each other, too many 
its be ing thought do mutually fall from that Entire- 
an unfaſhion- neſs and Affection which is the 
465 * for a Soul of Marriage; and to help on 


Mise to be ſeen the Declination, there are faſhion- 
in her Ha . able Maxims taken up, to make 
Jband*s Compa- Men and their Wives the greateſt 
Ay. Strangers to each other, Thus it 


is pronounced a Piece of IIl- bree d- 


ing, a Sign of a Country Gentleman, to ſee a! Man 
40 
ge 
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pO abroad with his own Wite (I ſuppoſe thoſe who 
brought up theſe Rules are not to ſeek what Uſe to 
rake of them.) And were the Time of moſt of 
the modiſh Couples camputed, it would be found 
they are but few of their waking Hours (I might 


ſay, Minutes) together; ſo that, if nothing elſe, 
mere Deſcetude and Intermiſſion of Converſation 
mult needs allay, if not-quite extinguiſh their Kind- 
nfs, But I hope there are yet many who do not 
think the Authority of a Faſhion greater than that 
ot a Vow : And fach will {till think it their Duty 
boten to on and cherith that Kindneſs and Affection 
they have ſo ſolemnly promiſed. 

2. Another Debt to the Per- 
fon ot- a Huſband is Fidelity : TheDebt of Fi. 
For as [lic has eſpouſed all his In- de lity of the 
creſts, ſo ſhe is obliged to be true Moto the Her 
to them, to keep all his Scerets, Band. | 
to inform him of his Dangers ; 
vn, and in a mild and gentle Manner, to admonith 
Min of his Faults. This is the moſt genuine Act of 
Friendſhip ; therefore ſhe, who is placed in the near- 
vi. and molt intimate Degree of that Relation, muſt 
net be wanting in it. She that hes in his Boſom 
inoul.! be a kind of ſecond Conſcience to him, by 
putting him in mind both of his Duty and his Ab- 
cation: And as Jong as ſhe can be but patient] 
ard, it is her Sin to omit it; it is the ee 


* 


treachery to his nobleſt, to his immortal Part, and 
ch 25 the molt officious Cares of his other Intereſt 
an never expiate. Nay indeed, the is unfaithful to 
cell 1n it, there being nothing that does ſo much 
cre the Happineſs of a Wife as the Virtue and 
"ity of the Huſband. Yet, though this is to have 

© <nietett Care, as being his principal Intereſt, ſhe 

g neglect none of the inferior, but contribute 
vr vtmolt to his Advantage in all his Concerns. 
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314 The Ladres Calling, Parc II. 
13. Beyond all theſe, the ma- 

Particularly to trimonial Fidelity has a ſpecial 
his Bed. Notion as it relates to the Bed; 

and in that the Wife is to be moſt 
ſeverely ſcrupulous, and never to admit ſo much as a 
Thought or Imagination, much lefs any Parley or 
Treaty contrary to her Loyalty. It is true Wan- 
tonneſs is one of the fouleſt Blots that can ſtain any 


of the Sex ; but it is infinitely more odious in the 


married, it being in them an Accumulation of 
Crimes, Perjury added to Uncleanneſs, the Infamy 
of their Family ſuperſtructed upon their own. And 


accordingly all Laws have made 2 Difference in their 


 Puniſhments. Adultery was by God's own Award 


puniſked with Death among the Jews, Lev. xx. 10. 
And it ſeems it was ſo agreeable to natural Juſtice, 
that divers other Nations did the like; and I know 
no Reaſon but the Difficultv of Detection, that 
mould any where give it a milder Sentence, The 
Son of Sirach has excellently deſcribed the ſeveral 
Gradations of the Guilt, £cc/uf. xxiii. 23. Which 
Hall deſire the Reader to conſult: Which whoſo do's 
mult certainly wonder at the Alchymy of this Age, 
that from ſuch a Mais of Shame and Infamy can . 
tract Matter of Confidence; that thoſe who lie un. 
der {0 many Brands and Stigmas, are ſo far Lom 
hiding their Faces, that none ſhew them with 0 
much Boldneſs, and the Aſſurance of the Guilty far 
exceeds that of the Innocent. But Impudence 1s 4 
flender Shelter for Gnilt, and ferves rather to be- 
tray than hide: So that they are not able to out. 


Face the Opinions of Men, much leſs can they the 


Judgmeats of God; who as he was ſolemnly in- 
voked eas Witneſs to their Vow, ſo by his Ommi— 
preſence is againſt their Wills a Witneſs too of us 
+ iJations, | 

14. Another 


% go 


Sect. II. Of Wes. 315 


14. Another Duty to the Per- 
fon of the Huſband is Obedience, The Duty of O- 
a Word of a very harſh Sound in &edzence. 
Fars of ſome Wives, but is 
certainly the Duty of all : And that not only by 
their Promiſe of it; thougb that were ſufficient; 


by t from an Original of much older Date, it being 


Muc that was laid upon the firſt Woman's Dif. 
Obedience to God, that ſhe'fand all derived from 
he) | ſhould be ſubject to the Huſband ; ſo that the 
Conte cn for Superiority is an Attempt to reverſe 

gat fundamental Law, which is almoſt as ar cient as 
ben World. But ſurely God, with whom there is 
Shadow of Change, will not make Acts of Re- 
, to ſatisfy the Petulancy of a few weſterleſs 
Women. That Statute will ſtill tand in Force, and 
it -annot awe them into an Obſervance, will not 
Fu to confign them to Puniſhment. And indeed this 
tis commonly its own Lictor, and does antici- 
pate {th ou oh not avert) its final Doom. The Im- 
periouſnels of a Woman does often raiſe thoſe 
Forms; wherein herfelf is ſhipwracked. How 
intly might many; Women have lived, if they 
hid not affected Dominion! Nay, how much of 
Will might they have had, if they had not 
:ropgle oy for it: For let à Man be of never ſo 
entle 4 Ter aper, (unleſs his Head be ſofter than 
5 Heart) ſuch à Uſurpation will awake him to af- 
Son. t. But if he be of a ſour: ſevere Na- 

'C, it he have as great a Deſire of Rule as ſhe, 

becked Fs 2 much better Title, what Tempelts, 
int Hurricanes mult two fuch oppoſite Winds pro- 
And at lait it is commonly the Wives Lot, 
an uncreditable unjuſt War, to make as diſad- 
2 a Peace ; this (like all other ineffective 
1018) {erving to ſtraiten her Yoke, to turn an 
32110us Subjection into a fl viſh Servitude : So that 
RF certainly 
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216 The Ladies Culling. Part II. 


certainly it is not only the Virtue, but the Wiſdom 
of Wives to do that upon Duty, which at laſt they 
maſt (with more unſupportable Circumſtances) do 
upon Neceſſity. | 
- T5. And as they owe theſe Se- 
The Duty of verals to the Perſon of the Hut- 
Concern for the band, fo there is alſo a Debt to 
Hus bands Ne- his Reputation. This they are 
putation. to be extremely tender of, to ad- 
vance it, by making all that is 
good in him as conſpicuous, as publick, as they can; 
jetting his Worth in the cleareſt Light, but put- 
ting his Infirmities in the Shade; caſting a Veil up- 
on thoſe to ſcreen them from the Eyes of others; 
nay, (as far as is poſſible) from their own too; 
there being nothing acquired to the Wife by con- 
templating the Hufband's Weakneſs, but a Tempta- 
tion of deſpiſing him; which, though bad enough in 
itſelf, is yet rendered worſe by that Train of miſ- 
chievons Conſequences which uſually attend it. la 
caſe therefore of any notable Imperſections in him, 
her ſafeſt Way will be to conſider them no farther 
than ſhe can be inſtrumental to the curing them; but 
to divert from thoſe, and reflect ypon her own, 
which, perhaps, it impartiatly weighed, may balance, 
if not overpoiſe his. And indeed thofe Wives who 
are apt to blaze their Huſbands Faults, do ſhew that 
they have either little adverted to their own, or 
elle find them. ſo great, that they are forced to that 
Art of Diverſion, and ſeek in his Infamy to drow! 
theirs. But that Project is a little unlucky, for no- 
thing does in ſober ſudges create greater Prejudice 
to a Woman than to ſee her forward in impeachiiy 


ber Huſband. 
| 16. But 
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16. But beſides this immediate 
Tenderneſs of his Reputation, 75% is beff 
there is another by Way of Re- {hewnin a Care 
0 -Xi0N, Which conſiſts in a Care of doing nothing 
mat the herſelf do nothing which may re- 
Which may redound to = Dii- dound to the 
our. There is fo {tric a Uni- Hi /band”s Di/: 
Ci hatween a-Man and his Wife, Sonour. 
that the Law counts them one 
'orfon, and coniequently they can have no divided 
interelt; lo that the Milbebaviour of the Women 


renadts ignomimontly on the Mart: It therefore con- 
cerns them, as well upon their Huſbands as their 


\ccount, to abſtain even from all Appearance 
Evil. and Prov! ag that the mielves be ( hat Ce- 
8 | 0 o have required of his Wife) not only 
without Guilty but without Scandal alſo. 
„ Another Part of the Wiie's 
Daty relates to herHutband s For The Dirty of the 
tune, the Mana en nt whereof is i #f toth, ec: 2 
erdinarily the Wife «Province, bard's Fortune. 
but where the Huſband/thinks lit 
e maße it fo, the is obliged to adminitter it with her 
belt Care and Indul try; not by any Nqglect of hers to 
£42 others Opportunity of defrauding him: yet, on 
the other 8 not by an immoderate Tenacity or 
| piag bring upon him and herſelf the Reprozchz 
ad Which is " w_ ; the Curſe, that attends Exaction 
 Vppreion,» But this is not uſually the Wives 
of Action, Fg he that ſhall conſider the 
iPtion Which Solon gives of a4 virtuous 
50, KX%t will be apt to think her Pro- 
not lo narrow and confined as the Humour 
Age v „ould repreſent it. "Fg teils ns; That ſhe 
i and flax, and works diligently 1 with her 
bes a c 7 be the 9rchants pips, and 
N 671 far. That the conſiders 7 
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318 The Ladies Calling, Part II. 
field, and buy! it, and with the fruit of her hand, 
plants a #Fineyard, dc. And leſt this ſhould be 


imagmed to be the Character of a mean Country 


Dame, he adds, That her houſhold is cloathed i 
ſcarlet, and that her husband ſits among the elders 
of the land. It were eaſy to give Initances, from 
Hiſtory, of the advantageous Menage and active In- 
duſtry of Wives, not only in {ingle- Perfons, but 
whole Nations. But nothing can be more pregnarit 
than that among the Romans In the very Height 
and Flouriſli of the Empire, Aug: himſelf ſcarce 
wore any thing but of the Manufacture of his Wife, 
his Siſter, Daughters and Nicces, as Sugtonius af- 
ſures us. Should the gay /z/ies of or frelds, which 
neither ſow nor ſpin, nor gather into barns, be ex- 
empted from furniſhing others, and left to cloath 
themſelves, it is to be doubted they would reverse 
our Saviour's Parallel of $o/omor's Glories, and no 
Beggar in all his Rags would be arayed like one of 


18. But we will be yet more 
Not to ſpend in kind, and impote only negative 
the Hmibition of Thrift on the Wife, not to waſte 
Cloath;, Jewels, and embezzle her Huiband's Eſtate, 
gad Furniture. but to confine her Expences with- 

in ſuch Limits as that can ealily 
zdmit; 2a Caution, which if all Women had obſerv- 
ed, many noble Families had been preſerved, of 
which there now remains no other Memorial, bt 
that they fell a Sacrifice 20 the profuſe Vanity of 2 
Woman; and J fear, this Age is like to provide ma- 
ny more ſych Monuments for the next. Our La- 
dies, as if they emulated the Xomar Luxury (which 
Seneca and Pliuy deferibe with fo much Indignation) 
do ſometimes wear about them the Revenues of 2 
tick Family; and thoſe that cannot reach to that, 
ew how . much it is againſt their Wills thay fall 

| Wer, 
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tower, by the vaſt Variety and Exceſs of ſuch 
things as they can poſlibly compals: So much Ex- 
travagance, not only in their own Dreſs, but that 
of their Houſes and Apertments, as if their Vani- 
ty (ike the. Leproſy we read 08, Lev. xiv.) had in- 
ized the very Walls. And indeed it is a very 
'»reading fretting one, for the Furniture oft con- 
(mes the Houte, and the Houſe conſumes the 
Land: So that if ſome Gentlemen were to caley- 
ne their Fſtates, they might reduce all to the In- 
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2-0 ventary of Scopias the Theſſalian, who proſeſſed 
5 ius Al] lay only in ſuch Toys as did him no Good. 
women are now tkilful Chymiſts, and can quick 

; ru their Huſband's Earth into Gold: But the 

; purſne the Experiment too far, make that Gold too 

h volatile, and let it all vapour away in inſiguiſicant 

N 'thongh gaudy) Tritles. 

0 19. Nor is it ever like ro he | 
7 otherways with thoſe that immo- Tye Expence of | 
y gerately affect the Town, that the Town, | 
re Forge of Vanity, which ſupplies 
10 2 »crpetval Spring of new Temptations. It is true 

te are ſome Ladies who are neceſſarily engaged 

te to be there; their Huſbands Employments or For- 
Fans * ines have marked that out as their proper Station, 
ily | „d where the Ground of their Stay is their Duty, 
xy he te is moreReafon to hope it will not betray them 
3 on for Temptations are inoſt apt to aflault Strag- ; 
nne 12, thofe that put themſelves out of their proper 
Fa Roe, And truly I ſee not who can more properly be N 
% 1:4 19 be fo, than thoſe Women whole Means of | 
i © Subſiitence lies in the Country, and yet will ſpend it | 
jeh no where but at Laudox, which ſeems to carry ſome- f 
on) dae of Oppoſition to God's Providence, who 
C2 rely never cauſed their Lot to fall, as the Plal- 

Nt, mit ſpeaks, i2 @ fair Ground, in g62dly herttages, 

fall Val, XV!, with an Intent they ſhould never inhabit 

er them. 
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Part II. 


The twelve Tribes of J _ had their pe- 


culiar Portions ju Garaarn ailigned m_ by Lot, 


70h. xiv. 2. and 
dwelt in his own Iloher! 
tient of living any ns but in the Metropolis, 
all the reit of the 


they 


NI 


cruvded 
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Had they bee; 
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in bis Part, 


n impa- 
had 


Land would have been as defolate before the Capti- 


vity as it was after, none would have 
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12d to till the 


ground. my; ecaly, the ſame is like to 8 the Fare ft 


this 


Which 
WII 
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Publick, 


—_ in 


this 3 york on as it has h 
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as it. daily 18 to priv te 1 nile 
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Rent - charge apo: 
both Hof pitality and Charity 


are titteit to be 


Ability of them 2 


me 


1 
Where God gives an Eltate, 8 28 
the { ſupreme Landlord, affixes foms- 
_ of Duty, lays- à Kind 9 
expects it ſhould maintain 
ſure both theſe 
ou _ the Fore, whence the 
| : Taxes uſe to 


$*{} ? . 
* gun 3 
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& to tbe 


is vet 
that 


* 
1 


be levied where the Eſtate lies. and know-aot why 
theſe, whichare God's Aſſeſtments upon it, e 


not ths paid there too. 


When a Gentleman's Lan 


becomes profitable unto him by the Sweat and La- 
bour of his poor Neighbours and Tenants, it will 
be a Kind of mz /ing the ox, 1 Cor. ix. 9. if they 
never taſte of the Fruit of their Pains, if they ſhall 
never have the Refreſhment.of a good Meal, or an 
Alms; which they are not very like to meet with, 


it al 


and keep up a Parade in Town. 


the 


> Profits be ſent u p to maintain an Equip, ige; 
But alas! it is 0:t- 


eu not only the annual Profits that go that Way, 
not only the Crop, but the Soil too; 


uſo: ly prey upon the Vitals, eat ont the very 
II. 1 


res 


& 44> 


thoſe Loxu- 
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eart of an Eſtate, and many have ſtayed in the 
{own till they have nothing left in the Country to 
r-tire to. 

21. Now, where this proceeds 
from the Wife, what Account The Ruin of the 
can ſhe give to the Huſband, whoſe Family and Pe- 
Eaſineſs and Indulpence {for that ferity owed 0 
muſt be ſuppoled in the Caſe) ſhe rhe deſerting the 
has fo abuſed ? as allo to her Po- Country. 
'-erity and Family, who for her 
"ride muſt be brought low, reduced to a Condition | 
beneath their Quality, becaufe ſhe affected to live a- | 
dove? But ſhe will yet worſe anfwer it to her- | 
icif, on whom the bas brought not only the Incon- | 
venience but the Guilt, It is ture a lofty Mind will 
el Smart enough of a Fall, a Diminution, much 
more an Indigence, will be fufhciently grievous to 2 
In and lavith Humour; yet here it will farther 
dave an additional Sting from the Confeience, that 
the owes it only to her own Pride and Folly, a moſt 
env:tering Conſideration, and ſuch as advances the 
Miction beyond that of à more innocent Poverty, 

nuch as the Pain of an envenomed Arrow ex- 


£0048 that of another. | 
22. But the ſaddeſt Reckoning 
z* al! 1s that which ſhe is to make The Wife's ime 
to Cod, who has declared he hates poveriſhing her 
AJubery, though for a Burnt= Husbaud a ma- 
07cring to himielf.. How will he nifo!d Robbery. 
en detelt this Robbery, this im- 
Poveriiing of the Huſband, when it is only to 
Ke an Oblation to Vanity and Exceſs? It 
14 therefore be the Care of all Wives to ker 
nales from a Guilt for which God and Man, 
i av themſelves alſo, ſhall equally accuſe them, 
9 1,00 their Expences within ſuch Limits, that 
| 43 
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332 The Ladies Calling. Part II. 
as Bees ſock, but do not violate or deface the 


Flowers, ſo they, as joint Proprictaries with the 


Huſbands, may enjoy, but not devour and deſtroy 
his Fortune. 


23. J have now run through 


De Duties to the Duties bo be performed unto 


ve performed jo the Huſbard, wherein] have not 


the Husbaud, uſed the Exactneſs of a Cal uilt, 


au, be — 70 curiouſly anatomizing every! . 


the bad as well and ſhewing all the moſt minute 
ar good Particalars reducibl h Head. 
0. ar ticulars redueible to each Hca 


I. have only drawn out the greater 


Lines, and inſiſted on thoſe wherein Wives are moſt 


frequently deficient, I ſhall only add this Caution, 
that whatever is Duty to the Huſband, is cqually ſo, 
be he good or. ill. The Apoſtle comma Subjec 
tion and Fidelity, even to Heathen Husbands, I 
Pet. iii. 12. ard it:is not now their Defect either in 
Piety or Morality, that can abſolve the Wife. For 
beſides the Inconvenience of making her Duty pre- 
Ccarious and liable to be ſubtracted upon every Pre- 


tence of Demerit, ſhe has by ſolemn. Contract re- 


nounced that Liberty, and in her Martiage-vow tr 
ken him for better for worſe ; and it is too Jat- ape 
fer vows to nale enquiry, Prov. xx. 25. to ſeck e 
break looſe from that Bond of her. Soul; and hov 


_ uneaſy ſoever the Perverſeneſs of the bad? 


render it, he cannot thereby make it leſs, but more 
rewardable by God. For what the Apott tle ſpeaks 
in the Caſe of Servants, is no lefs apphic: able to this, 
I Pet. ii. 19. for this is thank-worthy, if for con 


Jive towards Cod, ys endure grief, ſuffi 


wrongfully, W 1 Duty. 15 pe formed to * 
with, Aſpect on God, he owns as to himſelf; ſo 21 
how unworthy ſoever the Husband may be, t' 
Wife cannot. miſyl \lace her Obſervauce, whilit ihe 


Ar? 


7 
Lnally terminate; it on that infinite Goodness 0 
Macy, 
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Majeſty, to whom no Love or Obedience can be 
enough. 

24. From this Relation of a 
Wife there ordinarily ſprings ano- The Duty of @ 
ther, that of a Mother, to which Wife as a M. 
there belongs a diſtm& Duty, er. 
which may be branched into many 
Severals ; -but I thall at preſent only reduce them 


to two Heads, Love and Care. A Mother is 2 
Titic of ſo much Tenderneſs, that we find it bor- 


rowed by our common Dialect to expreſs the moſt 
"xubcrant Kindneſs ; nay, even in Sacred Stile it 
_ the ſame Uſe, and is often ſet as the higheſt 
ample our Weakneſs can comprehend of the di- 
110 Compaſſions. So that Nature ſeems ſufficient- 
F o have ſecured the Love of Mothers to their 
1 didn en, without the Aid of any politive Law. 

-t we tind this (as other Inſtincts of Nature) is 
(ometimes violated, and —_ perverted and ap- 


by to miſtaken Pur I re The firſt is by a Defect 


v! Love ; the other by an imprudent Exceſs of it: 
he Defect does, 1 preſume, more rarely occur 
en the other; yet it doth ſometimes happen, and 
' 127 either from a moroſe Sourneſs of Humour, or 
ee from too vehement an Intention on ſomething 
25, Some Women have ſuch a Ruggedneſs of Na- 
ture, au they can love nothing; the ugly Paſſions 
ger and Envy have, like Phar a9h's ; lean Kine, 
cat up the mare amiable of Love and ſoy. Plato 
ont to adviſe crabbed auſtere Tempers to 
mere to the Graces; g and ſoch as theſe had need 
great deal of Chriſtian Philoſophy, to allay 
im {weeten their native Bitterneſs. But there are 
the Ts that are not void of the Affection of Love, 
t 1t.is foreſtalled by ſome other ObjeR, and ſo di- 
verted from their Children. And it is a little to be 
doubted, 
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doubted, thofe Objects which fo divert are none of 
the beſt, for the Wiſdom of God has diſpoſed all 
Duty into ſuch a Harmony and Conſent of Parts, 
that one interferes not with another. Tf we love 
no prohibited thing, all the regular Objects of our 
Kindneſs will agree well enongh, and one need never 
ſupplant another. And indeed it is oft obſervable, 
that thoſe Women who immoderatcly love their 
wa Pleaſures, do leaſt regard their Children; they 
vok on them as Clogs to keep them within Doors, 
and think their adverting to them will hinder their 
free Range abroad; thoſe are turned off to the Care 
of a Nurſe or Maid, whilſt perhaps a Dog or a 
Monkey is thought worthy their own Attendancc. 
| 20. Plutarch relates it as a Sar- 
Who had rather caſm of Ce/ar's to ſome Foreign- 
laue a Dog in ers whom he faw at Rome ftrange- 
their Lap, than ly fond of - ſuch little Animals, 
a Child. that he aſked them, Whether the 
Women in their Country had no 
Children? thereby intimating, how unreaſonable it 
was for thoſe that had, to beſtow their Careſſes on 
ſuch Creatures. And ſarely he would not have 
given a milder Reprimand to ſome of our Ladies, 
who not only pleaſe, but pride themſelves in thoſe 
lictle Brutes, i them to all Comers, when, per- 
haps, you may converſe with them divers Days, 
before you ſhall, by any Mention of theirs, know 
that they have a Child. 
27. To this Defet of Love 
The Fault of many are apt to impute the Mo- 
not num fungChil ther's transferring the nurſing her 
dren. Child to another. I am not for- 
ward to pronounce of it, being 
loth to involve ſo meny as I then mult in the Impu- 
tation of Unnaturalneſs ; I rather think it is taken 
up as a Piece of State and Greatneſs ;. for no other 
Motive, 


Sect. II. Of Wives. 326 
Motive, but what is founded in their Quality, could 
ſo univerſally prevail with all that are of it. But 
ſure this is one of the vain Punctilios wherewith this 
Age abounds. For whatever Rank the Mother is 
of, the Child carries Proportion to it, and there js 
the ſame Equality between the greateſt Lady and 
her own Child, as is between the meaneſt Beggar 
and hers : Though indeed, if there were any Con- 


deſcenſion in it, the Averſions of that ought not to 


outweigh the Impulſes of Nature, and the many 
Advantages the Child may receive by taking its 
Nouriſhment whence it derived its Subſtance. And 
therefore, though I will not be too poktive in al- 
ſerting the Neceſſity, yet I confeſs I cannot but 
look with Reverence upon . thoſe few Perſons of 
Honour, who have broke through an unreaſonable 
Cuitom, and preferred the Good of their Children 
hefore that fantaſtick Privilege of Greatneſs. And 
juch muſt in all Juſtice be acknowledged to have gi- 
ven a much better Evidence of their Love to their 


Children than the others. 


28. There is in A. Cellius, : 
in his fourteenth Book, ſo ſine a A Fault noted by 
Dilcourſe on this Subject, where Heathen Writers, 
Favorinus, the Philoſopher, is and others, 
introduced, perſuading a Noble 
Lady,notwithſtanding the uſual Excuſes, to nurſe her 
Child ; that nothing, beſides the Length, could tempt 
me to omit the tranſcribing it; unleſs happily the 
little Succeſs, which a Noble Perſon of the fame 
Sex here concerned, I mean the Counteſs of Lin- 
geln, in the ingenious Book wrote by her, and call- 
ed her Nurſery, be a ſufficient Ground of .deſpairing 
to convince by any thing that can be ſaid. How- 
ever, let theſe delicate ones conſider the ſevere 
Words of the Prophet, Lament. iv. 3. The ſea- 
monſters draw out WA breaſt, they give ſuck to their 

VorL. III. E e young 
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voung ones + the daughter of my people is become 


cruel like the effrich in the wilderneſs, who is hard- 
1 ; . ; 
ned againſt her young ones, as though they were not 


hers > her labour ts in vain without fear, becauſe? 


God hath deprived her, of wiſdom, neither hath be 


im parted to her underſtanding, Job xxxix. 16, 17, 


209. But as there may be a Fault 
There may be a in the Defect, ſo there may be 


Fault alſ> in alſo in the Exceſs of Love. God 


Exceſs of Love. is the only unlimited Object of 

our Love, towards all others it is 
eaſy to become ordinate, and in no Inſtance more 
than in this of Children. The Love of a Parent is 
deſcending, and all things move moſt violently 
downwards : So that whereas that of Children to 
their Parents commonly needs a Spur, this of the 
Parent often needs a Bridle, eſpecially that of the 
Mother, which (by Strength of feminine Paſſion) 
does uſually exceed the Love of the Father. Now, 
to regulate this Affection, the is to advert to theſe 


two Rules, firſt, That ſhe hurt not herſelf by it, 


and, ſecondly, That ſhe hurt not her Children. Oi 
the firſt ſhe is in Danger, if ſhe ſuffer that hum 
Affection to ſwell beyond its Banks, ſo as to come 
in any Competition with the divine. This is to 
make an Idol of her Child, for every thing is fo to 
us, which rivals the Love of God in our Hearts, 
and he who owns the Title of a ſealous God, may 
be provoked, as well by the bowing our Souls to a 
living Image, as the Proſtration of our Bodies ton 
dead. Accordingly we oft fee the Effects of lis 

ealouſy in this Particular. The doting Affection 
of the Mother is frequently puniſhed with the un- 


timely Death of the Children; or if not with that, 


it is many times with a ſeverer Scourge : they live 
(but as it was foretold to Eli, 1 Sam. ii. 33.) le 


grieve her eyes, and to conſume her heart, to be 
| . ruinous 
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ruinous to themſelves, and Afflictions to their 
Friends, and to force their unhappy Mothers to 
that fad Acclamation, Luke xxiii. 29. Bleſſed are 
the wembs which bare not. | 
20. And as this proves often 
true, when the Dotage is general Which if not ex- 
upon all the Children, fo does it tended t9 all, is 
oftner when it is more partial and partial to ſome. 
*xed upon any one; that Darling, 
which ſhe makes the only Object of her Joy, uſual- 
ly becomes that of her Sorrow. It is an ordinary 
Infrmity in Parents, to heap all their Kindneſs up- 
on one to the defrauding of the reſt, and too many 


times 2pon very undue Motives : A little excelling 


in Point of Beauty turns the Scales, when * 
many more ſolid Excellencies are the Counterpoiſe. 
And ſurely this is not only unjuſt, but irrational, in 
ihe Parent: For all Peculiarity of Favour in a Su- 
perior ſhould be diſpenſed either by way of Reward 
or Encouragement ; and neither of thoſe Ends can 
inke place, where it is only the outward Form that 
is conſidered. For that cannot be rewardable to 
which the Party has contributed nothing ; and the 
Pſalm iſt will tell us, That it is Cod that hath made 
, aud not we ourſelves, Pſal. c. 2. And as little 
Room is there for the other End, that of Encou- 
ragement. For as our Saviour tells us, Matth. vi. 
none can add a Cubit to his Stature, nor make one 
Hair white or black; it is certain themſelves can- 
not really do cither, tho' by the Aid of artificial Hy- 
pocrity they frequently appear todo both. But theſe 


are Arts which neither deſerve nor want Encourage» 


ment: Lhe natural Beauty muſt have its Increaſe 
from the ſame Source whence it derived its Being. 
here 1s therefore no reaſonable Account to be gi- 
ven why a Child ſhould be preferred for any ſuch 


exterior Excellency. 


— _—. 
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| | 31. The only juſtifiable Ground 
T he only juſliſ. of Partiality to Children is their 
able Ground of Virtue, for to that their own 
Partiality is Choice concurs, and ſo may intitle 
their Virtue. them to Reward ; and it is alſo 
| in their Power to advance; and 
ſd Facouragements are not caſt away upon them. 
Nay, the Influences of thoſe may extend farther, 
and provoke a virtuous Emulation in the reſt, But 
then the Mother muſt ſo manage it, as to evi- 
dence that it is no Inequality in her own'Inclina- 
tion, but merely the Force of the other's Deſert ; 
not the Perſon, but the Goodneſs that biaſſes her: 
And when Virtue is known to be the only ingratiat- 
ing Quality, they will at once learn the Way to be- 
come her's and God's Favourites. And unleſs it be 
upon this one Deſign, it is a very unſafe thing for a 
Parent to make any partial! Difcrimination among 
Children, which is ſure ro tempt the more neglect- 
ed, both to repine at her, and envy her Darlings. 
And oftentimes ſuch Seeds of Rancour have been 
By that Means ſown in Children, as have been hard 
to eradicate in their riper Years. Nor is the Miſ- 
chief leſs which ſhe does to her Fondlings, who, be- 
ſides that they are expoſed to the Malice of the reſt, 
are uſually ſpoiled by it, made inſolent and untract- 
able, perhaps, their whole Lives after; for where 
the Mother's Affection is unbridled, commonly the 
Child's Will is fo too, her Fondneſs ſuperſeding that 
Diſcipline and Correction, which ſhould, as the Wiſe 
Man ſpeaks, bow down its neck from its youth. 
32. And the like may be faid 
Ceneral Indul. where the Indulgence is more uui- 
gence is worſe verſal to all the Children; which 
than partial. is in one Reſpect worſe than the 
partial, becauſe it ſpoils more, not 


one or two, but all the Brood. The doting * 
| 0 
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of a Mother blinds her Eyes, that ſhe cannot ſee 1 
their Faults; manacles her Hands, that ſhe cannot 
chaſtiſe them; and ſo their Vices are permitted to 1'Y 
grow up with themſelves. As their joints nit 
and gather Strength, ſo do their ill Habits, till at 4 


laſt they are confirmed into an Obſtinacy ; ſo {-t- 
ting them in a perfect Oppoſition to that Pattern 
e ſhould imitate: For as Chriſt's Childhood 72- 
| ce in wiſdom, and the divine Favour, Luke ii. 
io do theirs in all thoſe provoking Follies, which 
may avert both the Love of God and Man. And 
alas) what Recompence can the little Blandiſnments 
and Careſſes of a Mother make her Children, for 
ach important, ſuch ineſtimable Miſchiefs? So that 
he that will be really kind, muſt temper her Indal- 
gence with a prudent Severity, or elle the eminent- 
iy violates the ſecond Rule, by. which ſhe ſhould 
regulate her Love, and does that. to. her Children, 
which 7acoo feared from his. Father, Gen. xxvit. 
Bris a curſe upon them, aud nit a bleſſing. 

23. Indeed the beſt Way of ap- = | 
proving their Love, is by well. Cf the Mother's 
diſchzrging the other Branch. of Care of Chi. 
their Duty, that of Care. With- dren. 
out this, all. the molt paſſionate 
Naptares of Kindneſs are but an airy. Apparition, a 
fantaltick Scene, and will no more advantage a 
Child than the whole Shambles in Picture can feed 
aud nouriſh it. Now this Care is not a temporary, 
momentary Duty, for ſome one critical Inſtant ;; 
but is to attend the Child through the ſeveral Stages 
o% its Minority, 91g. Infancy, Childhood, and 
Louth. The very. firlt Part. of their Infancy is a 
Scaſon only for thoſe Cares. which concern their. 
Zoches, providing for. their careful. Attendance, and 
other things conducing to the ſtrengthening their: 
Cuniticutions, and laying. a Foundation. tor future: 


E. e 3 Health. 
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Health and Vigonr. Which is their Intereſt, not {| 
only upon a badily, but upon an intellectual Aceount, 
A the good Temperature of the Body being a great 
+: Aid towards the free Operations of the Mind. And 
ö 1 therefore Socrates, and other Philoſophers, much re- | 
commend to their Diſciples the Care of Health, as | 
that which freed the Soul from many Incumbrances | 
in its Purſuit of Knowledge : And it was the com- 
prehenſive Prayer of the Poet, That the Gods uon 
grant a ſound mind in a healthy body. 
24. But this Health is not al- 
The inuring ways the Conſequent of a ve- 
them to mode- ry nice and tender Breeding, 
rate Hardſhips. but is very oft overthrown by 
| it; and if Ladies could but find in | 
their Hearts to try it, they would; I doubt not, | 
find, that the inuring them to moderate Hardſhips, 
would much more conduce to the eſtabliſhing and | 
fortifying their Conſtitutions. =» 
35. Beyond all this, the Care 
GS CL carl Inſti-, for their Exterior is ſoon over- 
> Auktion. taken by a more important one, 
25 | that of their Interior, in the 
> Ton timing of which there ſeems to be a very common 
= Miſtake in the World. We look upon the ſeven 
RT. Years of Infancy as the Life merely of an Animal, 
>. to be ſpent only in the Entertainments of Senſe : 
7 And as we uſe not. to yoke Calves, or back young 
EY Colts, ſo we think our Children are, fora while, to 
be left at the ſame Liberty, to have no Reſtraint put 
on any of their Paſſions. Nay,. many times we ex- 
eite and foment them, teach Children to be angry 
and, envious, proud and fullen ; as if we feared their 
natural Propenſions to all' theſe were too faint, and 
> "on wanted the Help of Inſtitutions. But ſurely this 
„ is a great and pernicious Error; and this ſuppoſing 
5 Children to be fo. long Brutes, is the Way to — 
| | em 
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them ſo longer. The Patrons of Atheiſm make 


it a moſt conſtant Topick in the Diſparagement of 


Religion, that it is owed to the Prejudices infuſed 
in the firſt Infancy : It were to be wiſhed that this- 
Objection might fo far be complied with, that the 


Fear of God, the Love of Virtue and Hatred of 


Vice, might have the firſt Poſſeſſion of the Soul; 
and they be made to moderate their Paſſions, ſo- 
ſoon as they are in a Capacity to have them excit» 
ed and engaged. 1 
36. And truly, if we will ob- 

ſerve it, we may fee very early The Diſcipliue 
Dawnings of Reaſon in Infants, of Puniſimeut 
which would ſooner come to a 7s /afer than 
Brightneſs, if we would betimes that of Terror. 
ſet to the ſcattering of thoſe | 
Paſſions which eclipſe and darken it. A Child will 
quickly be taught to know what pleaſes or diſpleaſes 
2 Parent, and by al very little Taſte of Reward or 
Puniſhment will learn to do the one, and avoid the 
other: And when this is done, the Parent has 
gained the fundamental Point, that of Obedience, 
and may ſuperſtruct on it what ſhe pleaſes, and then 
ber Fault if the Child be not by eaſy and in- 
enſible Degrees moulded into a right Form. It is at 
ſirſt all one to the Child, whether he name God in 
'n Vath or. in his Prayers ;. but a Mother, by pu- 
nithing the one, and rewarding the other, will 
quickly bring him to know there is a Difference, 


nd ſo proportionably in other Inſtances. As to 
the Vay of Diſcipline, it may not be amiſs to 
9010792, that when there is Occaſion for Severity, 
0:5 vetter to awe by actual Puniſhment. than Ter- 


for, and never to make Uſe of infinite and invifible 
Fi 


\rightments, the beloved Methods of Nurſes and 
<a, luch as are the menacing of Sprights and 


0:579's,, and leaving in the dark, that frequently 
| make 
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make daſtardly and timorous Impreſſions, which a 
long Age ſcarcely wears off. 
37. A ſober Senſe of things is 
Stubbornneſ/s to be impreſſed by treatable Means, 
brokenin{nfan+ and this will be done with molt 
cy will be the Eaſe both to the Parent and 
eaſier ſubdued Child, the ſooner it is ſet upon. 
in Childhood, The Will of a tender Infant is, 
like its Limbs, ſupple and pliant, 
but Time confirms it, and Cuſtom hardens it: So 


that it is a cruel Indulgence to the poor Creature to 


let it contract ſuch Habits, which muſt coſt him ſo 
dear the breaking, or dearer if never broken. And 
if this early Care be taken of the Infancy, it will 
much eaſe the next Part, that of the Childhood ; 
for where the Iron Sinew in the Neck is broken, 
where the native Stubbornneſs is ſubdued ſo early, 
the Yoke will ſit eaſy, all ſucceeding Parts of Diſci- 

line will come with. more - Facility and Profit, 
The Care proper to this Age, is the inltructing in 


all Parts of uſeful Knowledge, of which as the di- 


vine, for the Excellency both of its Nature and its 
End, muſt be firſt ranked, fo ſhould it be firſt and 
moſt induſtriouſly cultivated, and by, all endearing 
Methods impreſt, not only on the Underſtanding, 
but the Heart. Piety and Virtue ſhould be propo- 
fed to Children as the molt amiable, as well as ne- 
ceſſary things, and they ſhould be invited not only 
to know, but love them. 

38. This Part of Learning is 
The Care of equally competent to both Sexes, 
Teaching not to. and therefore, when the Sons are 
be put off toSer- removed from under the Mother's 
wants and Co- Tuition, and ſent to more publick 
Places of Erudition, her Province 
is {till the ſame as to her Daugh- 


ters, to whom ſhe.ſhould not only preach, but 1 
p ZN 
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plify it in her own Practice, no Precepts penetrat- 
ing ſo much into Youth as thoſe that are ſo en- 
forced. And in order to this, I ſhould recommend 
to Mothers, the being as much with them as they 
can, and taking the perſonal Inſpection of them; 
not to turn them of wholly to Servants, no nor 
yet Governeſſes, but frequently themſelves to exa- 
mine how they proceed in the 1 Part of 
Knowledge, and no leſs frequently exhort them to 
the Practick. 

39. Marcus Cato would not let 
his Son learn of his Slave, as Beſides: Care, 
diſdaining a Child ſhould owe ſo ere is Pru- 
conſiderable a Benefit to ſo ſervile dence reguiſile 
2 Perſon; and if he thought the in Inſtitution. 
mere teaching of Grammar too 
great a Charge for ſuch a one, ſurely the whole In- 
ſtitution of Youth is a much greater, it being that 
on which, not only a few outward Accompliſh- 
ments, but even their Eternity depends. The 
great Cornelia, Mother of the Cracchi, and Ate 
relia, the Mother of Auguſtus, thought it worth 
thelr Pains to be Governeſſes. And the Truth is, 
the Sonl of a Child is a little too precious a Truſt 
to commit wholly to the Diligence and Care of a 
mercenary Servant. Or if they happen not to 
want. thoſe Qualifications, yet it is very poſſible 
they may, Prudence, of which there is no ſmall 
Degree requiſite to the inſtructing of Youth, too 
great a Remilineſs or Severity being equally de- 
itroctive in that Affair. And indeed, belides theſe 
immediate, there are ſome other collateral Bene» 
its conſequent to the Mother's performing that 
0 ice : It will bring her and her Children into an 
intimacy and Converſation, give her an Acquaint- 
ance with their ſeveral Capacities and Humonrs ; for 
vant Of which, many Parents have erred in their 
| Conduct, 
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Conduct, one Sort of Treatment being not fit for all 
Children, and the diſtinguiſhing that depending whol- 
ly on their diſcerning their particular Tempers, 
which cannot well be done without ſome Converle 
with them. 

40. Beſides, by this they will 


If Children be 


permitted 10 
I away their 
me, they will 


be Witneſtes how they diſpoſe 
their Time, that they neither loſe 
it by doing nothing, nor yet miſ- 
employ it by doing ill. And in- 


alſa their Juno- 


deed there is ſcarce any Part of 
the Parents Care more important 
than this, Idleneſs being no far- 
ther removed from Vice than a Cauſe is from its 
immediate Effect. Therefore if Children be per- 
mitted to trifle away their Time, they will ſoon learn 
to trifle away their Innocence alſo. So that it is 
highly neceflary that they be provided of a Succeſhon 
of Employments, that by the Variety they may be 
inſenſibly drawn on. Nay, methiriks it might ve- 
7 well be contrived, that their Recreations might 
ometimes con{i{t of ſuch ingenuous Exerciſes, that 
they may at once both play and learn, 

41. There is yet another good 
Effect of the Mother's Preſence 
with the Children (which is per- 
haps no leſs material than any of 
the former :) It is that by this 
aſlociating them with herſelf, {ne 
prevents the Danger of worſe 
Society. Children, if the Parents 
allow them not their Company, are neceſſarily calt 
upon that of Servants, than which there is ſcarce 4 
greater Danger that attends Youth. For, belides 
that low Sort of Converſe debaſes their Minds, 
makes them mean and ſordid, it often corrupts 


their Manners too; Children uſually not receiving 
more 


cee. 


Children, by be- 
ing with the 
Mil her ; are re- 
ſcued from the 
Society of Ser- 
Dans. 
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more peſtilent Infuſions from any than ſuch. Ser- 
vants that deſire to ingratiate themſelves, and have 
10 Jaudab'e Quality whereby to do it, mult firſt en- 
deavovr to ingratiate Vice to them, and then by 
their officions Miniſtries in that, have a read 

Way of introducing themſelves into Favour. Per- 
h2ps this will be thought to concern only the ma- 
uline Part of Children, and that the female, who 


are commonly in a diſtin Apartment, and converſe 


only with their own Sex, are more ſecure. © But I 
would not adviſe Mothers to depend too much on 
dat, for they are no furer that their Daughters 
hall not converſe with Men, nay Men of the mean- 
er Sort too, than that their Maids and Attendants 
{21 not do ſo. And when it is conſidered, how 
19i thoſe are to entertain, if not to invite Amours, 
not very probable the Rooms where they quar- 
tcr ſhall be inacceſſible to thoſe they affect. And it 
were much ſafer for Children to be in the moſt pub- 
e Concourſe of Men, than to be Witneſſes and 
Obſervers of the private Intrigues of ſuch Lovers. 
he Memories of Youth are very tenacious, and if 


hey once be tainted with any indecent thing, will 


apt to recollect it, till at laſt, perhaps, they come 
to tranſcribe it. It is therefore in this reſpect a ve- 
1y weful Part of the Mother's Care, to make her- 
let Company to her Daughters, to prevent the 
iJ1ngers of a more unequal and infectious Con- 
verſe, 

42, But if this be uſeful in 
Childhood, it is no leſs than ne- Such Freedom 
ceſſary in the next Period of their to be allowed by 
Time, when they arrive near the Mothers, that 
Growth and Age of Women. Children ma 
Then indeed the Mother ſhould t ſhun their 
not only make them her Compa- Company. 
nions, but her Friends; allow 
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them ſuch a kind, yet modeſt Freedom, that they 
may have a Complacence in her Company, and not 


be tempted to. ſeek it among their Inferiors. That 
the Beſief of their Kindneſs may ſupplant the Pre- 
tenlions of theſe meaner Sycophants, who by 
little Flatteries endeavour to ſcrew themſelves into 
their good Opinion, and become their Confidents ; 
than which there is nothing more miſchievous, 
thoſe private Cabals that are held with ſuch, ſerv- 
ing only to. render them mutinous againſt, their Pa- 
rents; theſe Family Incendiaries, like thoſe in the 
State and Church, itil] inculcating the one grand 
Principle of Liberty, a Word ſo charming to our 
depraved Nature, and eſpecially to Youth, that they 
ſhould not be truſted with ſuch Lectures. Beſides, 
thoſe Intimacies are often Introductions to worſe: 
Many ſcandalous Amours and unequal Matches hav- 
ing had their Riſe from them. It ſhould therefore be 
the Buſineſs of Mothers to prevent all ſuch perni- 
cious Leagues, by pre-ingaging them in more ſaſe 
Familiarities, either with herſelf, or ſome other, 
of whoſe Virtue ſhe has Reaſon to be confident. 
| 43. But the moſt infallible Se- 
The beſt Sæcuri- curity againſt this and all other 
ty for Children, Miſchiefs is, the bringing them in- 
is the fixing. a to an Intimacy and Converſation 
true Senſe of with their Maker, by fixing a 
Religion. true Senſe of Religion in their 
| Hearts; if that can be effectually 
done it will ſuperſede all other Expedients. She 
that duly conſiders ſhe is always in God's Preſence, 
will want no other Inſpector, nor will ſhe much 
need Monitors, who-attends to the Advices of her 
own Conſcience, Neither will it only tend to the 


ſecuring her Innocence, but her Reputation too 


it being one Part of the Chriſtian Law, 10 alain 


from all appearance of evil, 1 Theſſ. ii. 2. % © 
| things 
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things that are of good report, Phil. iv. 8. fo that 
Picty is the one compleat Armour to defend 
both their Virtue and Fame. And it is extremely 
neceſſary they ſhould be furniſhed with it; at this 
Age eſpecially, when they do at firſt enter into the 
World; which we may well look on as a taking the 
Feld, conſidering how many Aſſaults they are there 
he to meet with; and if they go without this Ar- 
mature, they may, none knows how ſoon, be ins 
curably wounded, of which there want not many 
ſd Inſtances, ſome whereof might probably have 
been prevented, had the Parent taken care to have 
better fortified them. 

44. And indeed it is not a little 
ad to ſee how much this their Tt is a perverſe 
moſt important Concern is neglect- Care to be ſoli- 
ed. Many Mothers, who are citous for little 
nicely curious in other Parts of ontward As- 
their Daughters Breeding, are ut- compliſhments, 
terly inconſiderate in this. They when Chriſtian 
mait have all civil Accompliſh- are neglected: 
ments, but no Chriſtian, "Thoſe 
are excluded out of the Scheme of Education, and 
by chat means lie under the Prejudice of being not 
only unnecetfary, but ungenteel, below the regard 
t Perſons of Quality, It is much to be feared 
that this Neglect toward their Children, is founded 
in a previous Contempt of Piety in themſelves ; 
yet ] ſuppoſe it is often increaſed by a little Vani- 
ty they have of ſeeing them excel in ſome of thoſe 
terior Qualities, which may recommend them to 
ine Humour of the World, upon the improvin 
whereof they are ſo intent, that more —— 
things are overlooked. And when thoſe are ac- 
quired, the Pride of ſ̃ewing them betrays them 
to other inconveniencies. The Mother oft not 
ul) permits, but incites the Daughter to the Op- 
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portunities of boaſting her Excellencies, ſends her 
ſo oft abroad on that Deſign, that at laſt perhaps 


| the cannot, when ſhe would, keep her at home, as 


I believe too many have found experimentally true. 
In a word, this Interval between Childhood and 
Majority, is the moſt critical Point of a Woman's 
Life, and therefore ſhould be the moſt nicely and 


warily attended ; and a Mother had need ſummon, 


not only all her Care and Diligence, but her Pru- 
dence too, well to diſcharge this Part of her Obli- 
gation, 

45. 1 ſhall not inſiſt more mi- 
nutely upon Particulars: I have 
in the former Section ſpoken ſome- 
what of what is fit theſe young 
Virgins ſhould do and avoid ; and 
whatever by that, or by any more 
exact Rule, appears their Intereſt or Duty, it is 
the Mother's to ſee it be not neglected by them: 
But where Kindneſs alone will not prevail, to em- 
ploy their Authority too, and by a diſcreet Mixture 
of cach, ſecure their Obſervance by both the Te- 
nures of Love and Reverence. Yet I ſhall a little re- 


Parents Impy- 
ition on their 
Childey in More 


riage. 


flect upon one Particular I mentioned before, 1 mean 


that of marrying where they have Averſion ; which 
though I there charged as the Crime of the Daugh- 
ter, yet I mult here fay the original and more incx- 
cuſable Guilt is uſually in the Parents, who are 


ſometimes uch Idolaters to Wealth and Honour, 


that they {ſacrifice their Children to them; a more 
barbarous Immolation than that to Moloch. For 
though that were very inhuman, yet it had this 4. 
Jeviation, that the Pain was ſhort : But a loathed 
Bed is at once an acute and a lingring Torment, 
nay, not only ſo, but a Temptation too: $0 that 
it is a Tyranny of a moſt unlimited Kind, extends 


its Effects even to Eternity: And ſure that Moths 
mu 


K 
8 
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mutt have very petrified Bowels, have loſt all natu- 
ral Compaſſion, that can fo impoſe on her Child, 


46. J ſhall add no more con- pp, , that 
cerning this Relation of a Mo- pe 1% C 
ther, but only one ſhort Advice, e ſhould 
that thoſe who groan under the , 9 
Fruſtration of their Hopes, whoſe 
Children, by any — 2 Miſbe- 
haviour, become the Objects of 


conſider how 
they have been. 


Acceſſaries. 


their Shame and Grief, would ſoberly conſider, 


whether it have not been ſome Way owing to 
themſelves, either by Neglect in their Education, 
or by their own ill Example. It is uſually one, 
and ſometimes both. They that upon Recollection 
can aſſure themſelves it is neither, may bear the Af- 


fiction with much the greater Chearfulneſs ; but they 


that cannot, I am ſure ought to bear it with much 
the more Patience and Submiſſion, take it as God's 
Lecture of Repentance, and look on their Childrens 
Faults as the Produd of their own. And becauſe 
Satisfattion is an indiſpenſible Part of Repentance, 
they are with their utmoſt Induſtry to endeavour 
the repairing thoſe Ruins they have made, by re- 
calling thoſe to Virtue who by their Means have 
ſtrayed from it. It is true, the Errors of Educa- 
tion, like a ſubtile Poiſon, do ſo mix with the 
Blood, ſo incorporate into the Humours and Man- 
ners, that it will be very difficult to allay their 
Effects; and therefore the leſs they are themſelves 
able to do towards it, the more earneſtly they mult 
importune a higher Power. He who divided the 
Light from the Darkneſs, can ſeparate the Effects 
from the Cauſes ; and as he reſtrained the natural 
Property of Fire, in the Caſe of the three Chil- 
dren, Day. ii. ſo he only can reſcue their Children 
'rom that Deſtruction to which their Negligence has 
©poled them. But as to the Influence their Example 
F f 2 has 
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has had, they may do ſomething towards the Re- 
dreſs of that, by ſetting them a new Copy, mak- 
ing their own Change ſo viſible, ſo remarkable, that 
they may have the very ſame Means of reclaiming, 
which there was of ſeducing them. And this is a 
Piece of Juſtice which ſeems to call aloud upon ma- 
ny Mothers. The Irregularities of Yonth could 
hardly have grown to the preſent Height, had they 
not received Warmth and Shelter from the Practice 
of their Elders, which does at once give Encou- 
ragement and take off Reſtraints, the Mother lof- 
ing not only her Authority, but her Confidence to 
admoniſn or reprove. With what Face can ſhe re- 
=_ that ſtrict and ſevere Modeſty of a young 

irl, which ſhe who ſhould be a Matron will not 
practiſe? or tie up the giddy wandering Humour 
of Youth, within thofe Bounds ſhe thinks too {trait 
for her own ? and how ready a Retortion will even 
Scripture itſelf afford for ſuch an Impoſer ? Thou 


That teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf ? 
I 


Rom. ii. 21. Let it therefore be the Care bf av 
Mothers to live 2 perpetual Lecture to their Chil- 
dren, ſo een to them all Virtue and Piety, 
that they may contribute ſomething to their ſpiri- 
tual as well as their natural Life; that however 
they may at leaſt deliver their own Souls, and not 
have their Childrens Guilt recoil upon them, as the 
unhappy Originals of it. | 
; 47. The laſt Relation of a mar- 
The Duty of a ried Wonan is that of a Miſtreſs, 
Wife as a Miſe the Inſpection of the Family be. 
treſs. ing uſually . her Province ; and 
though ſhe be not ſupreme there, 
yet ſhe is to improve her delegated Authority to 
the Advantage of all under it. And her more con- 
ſtant Reſidence gives her more Opportunities of it 


than the frequent Avocations of the Huſband wi! 
| perhaps 
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perhaps allow him. St. Paul ſets it as the Calling 
and indiſpenſible Duty of the married Women, that 
they guide the houſe, 1 Tim. v. 18. not thinkin 

it a Point of Greatneſs to remit the Menage of all 
lomeſtick Concerns to a mercenary Houſe-keeper: 
And indeed, ſince it has been a faſhionable thing for 


che Maſter to relign up his Concerns to the Steward, 


and the Lady hers to the Governante, it has gone 
ii with moſt great Families; whillt theſe Officers 
ſerve themſelves inſtead of thoſe who employ them, 
raiſe Fortunes on their Patron's Ruins, and divide 
the Spoil of the Family; the Houſe-keeper pilfer- 
ing within Doors, and the Bailiff plundering with- 
Gut. 

43, Now to che well-guiding, 
of the Houſe by the Miſtreſs of it, The beſt Way to 
i know no better or more com- be well ſerved, 
prehenſive Rule, than for her to 2s to /ee that 
endeavour to make all that are God be ſo. 
hers to be God's Servants allo. 
This will ſecure her of all thoſe intermedial 
Qualitcations in them, in which her ſecular In- 
terelt is concerned, their own Conſcienees being 
ite belt Spy ſhe can ſet upon them as to their Truth 
and Fidelity, and the beſt Spur alſo to Diligence and 
Induſtry. But to the making them ſuch, there will 
3224, firſt, Inſtruction, and, ſecondly, Diſcipline. It 
a neceſſary Part of the Ruler's Care to provide 
nat none in their Family ſhould want Means of 
neceiſary Inſtruction. I do not ſay, that the Miſtreſs 
ould fet up for a Catechiſt or Preacher; but that 
ey take Order they ſhould be taught by thole that 
are qualified for the Employment. And. that their 
furniſh, ing them with Knowledge may not ſerve on- 
to help them to a greater Nuniber of Stripes, 
abe $i. 47. they are to give them the Opportuni- 
es of conſccrating it by Prayer and Devotion, to 
F F 3 that 
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that End to have publick divine Offices in the Fam! 


ly ; and that not by Starts or Accidents We 2 de- 
vouter Gueſt is to be entertained, and laid by when a 
profane) but daily and regularly, that the Hours of 
Prayers may be fixed and conſtant as thoſe of Meats, 
and (if it may poſſibly be) as much frequented ; 
however that towards it ſhe give both Precept and 
Example. 
49. A Chriſtian Family ſhould 
Family ſhould be the Epitome of a Church: 
be the Epitome of But alas! how many among us 
a Church, lie under a perpetual Ipterdi, 
and yet not from the Uſurpation 
of any foreign Power, but from the Irreligion of 
the domeſtick. One may gp into. divers great Fa- 
milies, and after ſome Stay there, not be able to 


ſay that the Name of God was mentioned to any 
other Purpoſe than that of Blaſphemy and Execra- 


tion; nor a Text of Scripture, unleſs in Burleſque 
and profane Drollery. And ſure we need not won- 
der at the univerſal Complaint that is now made 
of il! Servants, when we reflect upon this ill Go- 
vernment of Families. They that ave ſuffered 
wholly to forget their Duties towards God, will 
not always remember it towards Man. Servants 
are not fuch Philoſophers, that upon the bare 
Strength of a few moral Inſtincts they will be vir- 
tuous: And if by a cuſtomary Neglect of all things 
facred, they are once taught to look at nothing 
beyond this World, they will often find Tempta- 
tion enough here to diſcard their Honeſty, as the 
moſt unthriving Trade.. And indeed, when the Awe 
of Religion. is quite taken off from the Vulgar, 
there will ſcarce any thing elſe be found to keep 
them within any tolerable Bounds ;. fo that it 1s 
no leſs impolitick than profane to ſlacken that 


Kein. 


50. But 
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50. But it is not only the In- 
tercit, but the Duty of all that The Covernors 
have Families, to keep up the E- of Families are 
ſeem and Practice of Religion in ue for 
them. It was one of the great- the Fiety uf their 
elt Endearments of Hrabam to Servants, 
God, That he would command his 
got hold to keep the way of the Lord, Gen. xvill. 
19: And Jaſhua undertakes no lefs for the Piety 
or his Houſhold than himfelf, A for me and my 
houſe, we will ſerve the Lord, Joſh. xXiv. 15. 
And ſure it is but reaſonable, that where we our- 
ſelves owe an Homage, we ſhould make all our De- 
pendents acknowledge the fame. Beſides, it is a 
juſtice in reſpe& of them; for where we entertain 
2 Servant, we take the whole Perſon into our Care 
and Protection, and are falſe to that Undertaking, 
+ we ſuffer his Soul, the molt precious Part of him, 
to periſh. And God, who keeps account even of 
is meaneſt Creatures, will not patiently reſent ſuch 
a Neglect of thoſe Who bear his own Image, and. 
were ranſomed with as great a Price as their Ma- 
ſters were; for there is no ręſpect of perſons ul 
Cad, Eph. vi. 9. 
. But when Piety is planted | 
Family, it will ſoon wither, The Neceſſity of 
it be not kept in. Vigour by Diſcipline in 4 
{11!cipline : Nay indeed, to have Family. 
der vants ſeemingly” devout in the | 
\Jratory, and yet really licentious out of it, is but: 
o convert one's Houſe into a Theatre, have a Play 
0: Religion, and keep a Set of Actors only to per- 
ſonate and repreſent 16. It is therefore neceſſary to 
enquire how they behave themſelves when they are 
on the Stage; whether thoſe Hands which they 
©\evate in Prayer, are at other times induſtriouſly 
applied to Work ;, or. thoſe Mouths, wherewith, 


they 
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they there bleſs God, are not elſewhere filled with 
Oaths and Curſes, Scurrilities and Revilings: Ina 
word, whether that Form of Godlineſs be not deſigu- 
ed in Commutation for Sobciety and Honeſty, Indeed 
the Governors of Families ought to make a ſtrict 
Inſpection into the Manners a. their Servants, and 
where they find them good, to fix ſome ſpecial Mark 
of Favour, by which they may both be encouraged 
to perſevere, and others to begin ; but where they 
find them vicious, there as eminently to diſcounte- 
nance, ſeverely to admoniſh them, and uſe all fit 
Means for their reclaiming, and when that feems 
hopeleſs, to diſmiſs them that they may not inkec: 
the reſt. Alittle leaven (ſaith the Apoſtle) /eaver2th 
the whole lump, Gal. v. g. and one ill Servant, like 
a periſhed Tooth, will be apt to corrupt his Fel- 
lows. It is therefore the fame in Families, that 
it is in more publick Communities, where Severity 
to the ill is Mercy and Protection to the reſt ; and 
were Houſes thus early weeded of all idle and vi- 
cious Perſons, they would not be ſo overgrown, 
nor degenerate into ſuch rude Wilderneſſes, as ma- 
ny (nay, I fear, moit) great Families now are. 
52. But as Servants are not to 
Juſtice to Ser- be tolerated in the Neglect of 
v auts. their Duty, fo neither are they 
to be defeated of any of their 
Dues. Maſters are to give to their Servants that 
which is juſt and equal, Col. iv. 1. And ſure it is 
but juſt and equal, that they who are rational Crea- 
tures ſhould not be treated with the Rigour or Con- 
tempt of Brutes: A ſufficient and decent Proviſion, 
both in Sickneſs and in Health, is a juſt Debt to 
them, beſides an exact Performance of thoſe parti 
cular Contracts upon which they were entertained. 
Laban had ſo much of natural Juſtice, that be 


would not take the Advantage of Jacob's Relation 
. 0 
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10 him, to make him ſerve him gratis, Becauſe then | F 
art my brother ſhouldſt thou therefore Faq me for 1 
nought © tell me therefore what ſhall thy wages be a 
Gen. xxix. 15. But alas! now-a-days, where Ser- 
vants have been told, nay expreſly articled for, 
their Wages, it is with many no ealy thing to get 
it: Nay, it is thought by ſome Maſters an Inſo- 
lence, a Piece of ill Manners to demand it; and 

when they have worn out a Servant, they either | 
pay him not at all, or with the ſame Protraction | 4 
and Regret, which they do their Taylors for the 1 

| 


old Cloaths they have caſt off. I fear there are ma- 
| ny Inſtances of this, eſpecially among great Perſons, 
it being a received Mode with too many of them to 
pay no Debts to thoſe who are too mean to con- 
teſt with them. But however they may ruffle it out 
with Men, it will one Day arraign them before God, 
as molt injurious Oppreſſots; there being no Crime 
of that Kind more frequently or ſeverely branded { 
in Scripture, than this of the Detention of the 18 
Wages of the Servant and Hireling. Beſides, this 1 
Example of Injuſtice, wherein the Servant is paſ- 
live, is often tranſcribed by him in Acts of Fraud 
and Deceit, and he is apt to think it but an equal 
Retaliation, to break his Truſt where the Maſter 
vreaks his Covenant ; and when he once attempts 
to be his own Pay-maſter, it is not to be doubted 
but he will allow himſelf large Uſe for the Forbear- 
ce of his Wages ; ſo that the Courſe is no leſs 
un profitable to the Maſter, than unjuſt and diſho- 
NCuUFabie, 

53. ham not ſure it is always 

in the Wite's Power to prevent How far the 
as or any of the former Faults Wife ts therein 
in the Menage of the Family. concerned. 

or her Authority being but ſub- : 
ordinate, if the Huſband, who is ſupreme, ſufpend 

her 
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her Power, he does by that vacating her Rule, take 
off the Duty conſequent to it; ſo that what I have 
{aid can be obligatory to none that are ſo impeded : 
Eut to thoſe who can neither do it themſelves, 
or perſuade their Huſbands to it, the Omiſſion 
will be their Sin; all the Profanencſs and Diſorder 
of the Family will be charged upon their Account, 


i it came by their Default. 


54. And this, methinks, is a 

The Burden of Conlideration that may much mor- 
a Multitud: of tify one uſual Piece of Vanity, I 
Servants. }. mean that of a Multitude of Ser- 
- vants. We ſhall all of us find Bur- 

den enough of our own perſonal Miſcarriages, and 
need not contrive to fetch in more Weight from o- 
thers. And in Families it is generally obſervable, 
that the bigger they are, the worſe ; Vice gains 
Boldneſs by Numbers, is hatched up by the Warmth 
of a full Society ; and we daily ſee People venture 
upon thoſe Enormities in Conſort, and in a Crowd, 
Which they would not dare, did they think they 
ſtood fingte. Relides, the wider the Province is, 
the more difficult it is well to adminiſter it; and 
in a Heap of Servants many Faults will eſcape un- 
. elpecially conſidering the common Con- 
federacy there is uſually among them, for the elud- 
ing of Diſcipline ; ſo that what the Wile Man fpeaks 
of not deſiring a Multitude of unprofitable Children, 
I think may be very well applied to Servants, whoſe 
Unprofitableneſs- vſually increaſes together with 
their Number. I have now run through the ſeve- 
ral Obligations conſequent to the married State, 
wherein, even upon this very curſory View, there 
appear ſo many Particulars, that if they were al 
duly attended, Ladies need not be much at a Jols 
how to entertain themſelves, nor run abroad in 


romantick Quelt after foreign Divertiſements 
| Will 
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when they have ſuch Variety of Engagements at 
Nome. f 


r 


Of Widows. 


H next State which can 

dſucceed to that of Mar- The Widow js 
age, is Widowhood, which, tho% ot freed from 
t *:perſedes thoſe Duties which all Duties to a 
were terminated merely in the Huſband. 
Perſon of the Huſband, yet 1t en- : 
dars thoſe which may be paid to his Aſhes." Lope 
is frous as death, Cant. viii. 6. and therefore, 
hen it 1s pure and genuine, cannot be exſtinguiſh- 
by it, but burns, like the funeral Lamps of old, 
cen in Vaults and Charnel-houſes. The conjugal 
{ ove tranſplanted into the Grave, (as into a finer 
Mold) improves into Piety, and Jays a Kind of ſa- 
Obligation upon the Widow, to perform all 
(:4:ces of Reſpect and Kindneſs which his Remains 
:re capable of. 

2. Now thoſe Remains are of 

three Sorts, his Body, his Memo- To the Body of 
ry, and his Children. The moſt he dead Huſ- 
proper Expreſſion of her Love to band, by a de- 


the ft is, in giving it an ho- cent Interment. 
nourable interment ; { mean not 


a 


a may vie with the Poland Extravagance, (of 
an it 18 obſerved that two or three near ſucceed- 
0; Funerals ruin the Family) but prudently pro- 
portioned to his Quality and Fortune; ſo that 
-r fecal to his Corps may not injure a nobler Re- 
ch of him, his Children. And this Decency is a 


much 


348 The Ladies Calling. Part II. 


much better Inſtance of her Kindneſs than all thoſe 
tragical Furies, wherewith ſome, Women ſeem tranſ- 
ported towards their dead Huſbands, thoſe frantick 
Embraces and Careſſes of a Carcaſe, which betray a 
little too much the Senſuality of their Love. And 
it is ſomething obſervable, that thoſe vehement Paſ- 
ſions quickly exhault themſelves, and by a Kind of 
ſympathetick Efficacy, as the Body (on which the 
Affection was fixed) moulders, ſo does that alſo ; 
nay often it attends not thoſe leiſurely Degrees 
of Diſſolution, but by a more precipitate Motion, 
ſeems rather to vaniſh than conſume. 
3. The more valuable Kindnets 
75 the Memory therefore is that to his Memory, 
of the Huſband, endeavouring to embalm that, keep 
it from periſhing ; : and by this in- 
nocent Magick, (as the Egyptians were wont by a 
more guilty) ſhe may converſe with the Dead, rc- 
preſent him fo to her own "Thoughts, that his Life 


may ſtill be repeated to her: And as in a broken 


Mirror the Refraction multiplies. the Images, ſo by 
his Diſſolution every Hour preſents diſtin& Ideas of 
him; fo that ſhe ſees him the oftner for his being 
hid from her Eyes. But as they uſe not to emba lm 
without Odours, fo ſhe is not only to preſerve, but 
perfume his Memory, ender it as fragrant as ſhe 
can, not only to he ſelf, but others by reviving 
the Remembrance of whatever was praiſe-wo: thy 
in him, vindicating him from all Calumnics and 
falſe Accuſations, and ſtifling (or allaying) even true 
ones as much as ſhe can. And indeed, a Widow 
can no way better provide for her own Honour 
than by this Tenderneſs of her Huſband's. 

4. Yet there is another Expreſ- 
In doing no- ſion of it inferior to none of the 3or- 
thing lou or mer, and that is, the ſetting ſoch a 


indecent. Value upon her Relation to him, 
| : 48 
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as to do nothing unworthy of it. It was the dy- 
ing Charge of Auguſtus to his Wiſe, Livia, Be- 
have thyſelf well, and remember our marriage. 
And ſhe who has been Wife to a Perſon of Honour, 
mult ſo remember it, as not to do any thing below 
herſelf, or which he (could he have foreſeen it} 
ſhould juſtly have been aſhamed of. 

5. The laſt Tribute ſhe can paß 
him, is in his Children. Theſe The laſt Tribate 
he leaves as his Proxies, to re- to the Huſband 
cfive the Kindneſs of which him- it paid bim in 
ſelf is uncapable; ſa that the his Children. 
Children of a Widow may claim 
a double Portion of the Mother's Love; one upon 
their native Right, as hers; the other, as 'n Be- 
queſt in Right of their dead Father. And indeed, 
imce ſhe is to ſupply the Place of both Parents, it 
is but neceſſary the ſhould put on the Affections of 
both, and to the Tenderneſs of a Mother, add the 
Care and Conduct of a Father. Firſt, in a ſedu- 
ious Care of their Education. And next, in the 
prudent Managery of their Fortunes; an Order 
that is ſometimes unhapplly inverted, and Mothers 
are ſo concerned to- have the Eltate proſper in their 
Tuition, that the Children cannot, whilit (by an 
unſcaſonable Frugality) to ſave a little Expence, 
they deny thera the Advantage of an ingenuous and 
genteel Breeding, ſwell their Eſtates perhaps to a 
valt Bulk, but fo contract and narrow their Minds, 
that they know not how to diſpoſe them to any 
real Benefit to themſelves or others. And this is 
one of the moſt pernicious Parſimonies imaginable. 
4 Mother by this ſeems to adopt the Fortune, and 
abdicate the Chiid, who is only made the Beaſt to 
bear thoſe Loads of Wealth ſhe will lay on, and 
waich the evidently owns as the greateſt Treaſure, 
lnce in Tenderneſs to that ſhe neglects him. 

Vor. Hl, G g 6. Yet 
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6. Yet ſometimes the ſame Effect 

Rindueſi is in ſprings from another Cauſe, and 
nothing better Children are ill bred, not becauſe 
Sewn then in the Mother grudges the Charge, 
veſtowing Ears but out of a. feminine Fondneſs, 
cation. © which permits her not to part 
with them to the proper Places for 

their Education. Like Jacob to Benjamin, her Soul 
is ſo bound up in them, that ſhe cannot lend them 
a while even to their own moſt neceſſary Concerns. 
And this, though not fo ignoble a Motive as the 
Other, is of no leſs Miſchief, at leaſt to her Sons, 
who being by it confined to home, are conſequent- 
ly condemned to be poifoned (if with nothing elle, 
yet) with the Flatteries of Servants and Tenants, 
who think thoſe the beſt Expedient to ſecure their 
own Station. And with theſe the young Maſter or 
Landlord is ſo blown up, that, as if his Manors 
were the Confines of the World, he can look at 
nothing 2 them; ſo that when at laſt he 
breaks looſe from his Mother's Arms, and comes 
abroad, he expects ſcarce to ſind his Equals, much 
leſs his Betters; thinks he is (till to receive the 
ſame fawning Adorations which he was uſed to at 
home : And being Laer with this inſolent Ex- 
pectation, he will ſcarce be undeceived, but at the 
Price of many Affronts, nay, perhaps, he may buy 
his Experience with the Loſs of his Life; by his 
ill Manners draw on a Quarrel, wherein he finally 
periſhes. That this is no impoſſible Suppoſition, 
ſome unbappy Mothers have found to their un- 


ſpeakable Affliction. 


7. It is not to be denied, but 
Education a. there are alſo Dangers conſequent 
broad more ad- to the breeding Children abroad, 
wantageous than Vice having inſinuated itſelf even 


into the Places of Erudition, and 


at þ Me. 
ha ving 
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having not only as many, but the very ſame Aca» 
demies with Virtue and Learning; fo that the ex- 
treme Depravation of the Times news-ſtates the 
Queſtion, and we are not to conſider which is beſt, 
but which is the leaſt ill Diſpoſure of Children. And 
in that Competition ſure the home Education will 
be caſt ; for there they may ſuck all the Venom, 
and nothing of the Antidote ; they will not only 
be taught baſe things, but (as I before obſerved 
by the baſeſt Tutors, ſuch as will add all the mo 
ſordid Circumſtances to the improving of a Crime : 
Whereas abroad, they are, firſt, not like to meet 
with any whoſe Intereſt it is ſo mach to make them 
vicious. And, ſecondly, they may (as ill as the 
World is) meet with many who may give them 
both Precepts and Examples of a better Kind. Be- 
des, the Diſcipline uſed in thoſe Communities 
makes them know themſelves; and the various 
Sorts of Learning they may acquire, will not on- 
'v prove uſeful Divertiſement (the Want of which 
is the great Spring of Miſchief ) but will, if rightly 
applied, furniſh them with ingenuous and virtuous 
Principles, ſuch as may ſet them above all vile and 
ignoble Practices. So that there ſeems a Conſpira- 
tion of Motives to wreſt the Child from the reluct- 
ing Mother, and to perfuade her for a while to de- 
ny herſelf that Deſire of her Eyes, that ſo he may 
at lait anſwer the more rational Deſire of her 
Heart. 
8. As to the other Part of her 
Oolige tion, the managing of their Aindne/5 to' 
Fortune, there is the fame Rule Children ſheun 
for her as for all other Perſons in managing 
that have a Truſt, viz. to do as their Fortunes 
for themſelves ; that is, With the | 
ſame Care and Diligence (if not a greater) as in her 
own peculiar Concern, I do not ſay that ſhe ſhall 
3 confound 
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confound the Property, and make it indeed her 
own, by applying it to her particular Uſe; a 
thing, I fear, which is too often done, eſpecially 
by the gayer Sort of Widows, who, to keep up 
their own Equipage, do ſometimes encroach upon 
their Sons Peculiar. And I wiſh even that (though: 
bad enough) were the only Caſe wherein it were 
done: But it is ſometimes: to make her à better 
Prize to a ſecond Huſband. She goes into another 
Family, and as if ſhe were a Colony ſent out by 
her Son, he muſt pay for the planting her there: 
Indeed the oft repeating this Injury has advanced it 
now into a Cuſtom, and the Management of the 
Minor's Eſtate is reckoned on as Part of the Wi- 


' dow's Fortune. Burt I confeſs I ſee not what there 


is in the Title of a Mother, that can legitimate 
her defrauding ber Child: it rather envenoms the 
Crime, and adds Unnaturalnefs to Deceit. Be- 
ſides, it is a prepoſterous Sort of Guilt. Orphans 
and Widows are in Scripture linked together as Ob- 
jects of God's and good Mens Pity, . and of i! 
Mens Oppreſſion; and how ill, alas! does civil 
War look among Fellow-ſufterers ? The Widow 

to injure the Orphan, is like that uncouth Opprel- 
fion Solomon ſpeaks, of Prov. xxviii. 3. A poor man 

that oppreſſeth the poor, is like a ſweeping rain, 

hieß leaveth no food, Such kind of Rapines are 

as exceſhve in their Degree, as prodigious in thei 

Kind: And ] believe there are many ' Inſtances of 

Sons, who have ſuffered more by the Guardianinip 

of their Mothers, than they could probably hae 

done by the Outrage of Strangers. 

9. How well ſuch Mothers an- 

Failance herein (wer their Obligations to ther 
it an Injuſlice dead Huſbands, 1 mult leave it 1 

moſt highly ag- their own Conſciences to diſculs 3 

fravated. I ſhall only offer them tbeſe __ 
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of Gradation by which to proceed. Firſt, that In- 
juſtice of any Sort is a2 great Sin, ſecondly, that 
when it is in a Matter of Truſt, it is complicated 
with Treachery alſo. | "Thirdly, that of all Truſts: 
thoſe to the Dead have always been eſteemed: the 
molt facred : If they can find any Allay to theſe by 
the two remaining Circumſtances, that it is the 
'Iraft of a Huſband, and the Intereſt of a Child, 
hall confeſs them very ſubtil Caſuiſts. 
10. J have hitherto ſpoke of 
what the Widow owes to her De Duty of the 
| dead Huſband ;. but there is alſo. Hidow in re- 
| ſomewhat of peculiar Obligation, ect of herſelf, 
in reJation-to herſelf. God, who a Facancy to 
has placed us in this: World to Piety. 
purtue the Intereſts of a betten, 
directs all the ſignal Acts of his Providence to that 
End, and intends we ſhould ſo interpret them. So 


$ thai every great Change that occurs, is deſigned ei- 
N ther to recal-us from a wrong Way, or to quicken 
6 our Pace in the right; and-a: Widow may more than 
| conjecture, that, when-God takes away- the Mate 
v ot her Boſom, reduces her to aSolitude, he does by 
. it ound a Retreat from the lighter. Jollities and 
n Caleties of the World. And as, in compliance 
„ with civil Cuſtom, ſhe. immures herſelf, fits in Dark- 
re ne!s for a while; ſo ſhe ſhould put on a more re- 
is tired Temper of Mind, a more ſtrict and ſevere 
of Behaviour, and that not to be caſt off with her 
ip Veil, but to be the conſtant Dreſs of her Widow- 
© MK bood. Indeed that State, as it requires a great So- 
| briety and Piety, ſo it affords many Advantages to- 
n- wards it. The Apoſtle tells us, that ſhe who is 
R married careth for the things of the world, how ſhe 
0 may pleaſe her husband, 1 Cor. vii. 34. There are 


many things which are but the due Compliances of. 
Wife, which, yet are great Avocations, and Inter- 


G g.3 rupters 
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rupters of a ſtrict Devotion; when ſhe is manumit- 
ted from that Subjection, when ſhe has leſs of Mar- 
tha s care of ſerving, ſhe is then at liberty to chooſe 
Mary's part, Luxe x. 42. She has her Time and 
her Fortune at her own Command, and conlequent- 
ly may much, more abound in the Works both of 
Piety and Charity. We find God himſelf vetrench- 
ed the Wife's Power of binding her own Soul, 
Numb. xxx. Her Vows were totally inſignificant . 
Without her Huſband's Confirmation; but the Wi- 
dow might devote herſelf ro what Degree ſhe pleaſ- 
ed, her Piety has no Reſtraint from any other in- 
couſiſtent Obligation, but may {well as high as it 
can. Thole Hours, which. were before her Huſ- 
band's Right, ſeem now te devolve on God, the 
N. Proprietor. of our Time; that Diſcourſe and 
ree Converſe wherewith ſhe entertained him, ſhe 
may now convert into Colloquies and ſpiritual In- 
tercourſe with her Maker; and that. Love, which 
was only human before, by the Change of its Oh- 
ject, acquires a Sublimity, is exalted into divine, 
from loyal Duty and conjugal Affection, becomes 
the eternal Work and Happineſs. of Angels, the Ar- 
dour of a. Cherubim. Thus may ſhe in a higher 
Senſe. verify Sam/oz's Riddle, Judges, xiv. 14 
fetch honey out. of 4 carcaſe, make her. Huſband's 
Aſhes, (like thoſe of the Heifer under the Law, Heb. 
ix. 13.); her purification : His Corruption may help 
to put on Incorruption, and her: Loſs of a tempo+ 
vary Comfort. may inſtate her. in an eternal. 
| 11. And as herſelf, ſo her For- 
To dedicate. as tune thay alſo be conſecrated: 
herſelf, ſo. her And indeed if ſhe be, that will 
Fortune. alſo : If the have made an Eſcape 
ont: of Egypt, there ſhall. not 2 
Hoof be left behind her, Ex0d. x. 26. no Part of her 


Ruſleſkons will. be. aſſigned to Vanity and * 
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She who hath really devoted herſelf to Piety, 


faſted and prayed with Anna, Lake ii. 37. will al- 


ſo be full of good works and alms-deeds with Ta- 


bitha, Ads ix. 36. Thus ſhe may be a Mother, 


when {he ceaſes to bear; and though ſhe no more 
increaſe one Family, ſhe may ſupport many: And 
certainly the Fertility of the Womb is not ſo vala- 
able as this of the Bowels : Fruitfulneſs can be but 
a Happineſs, Compaſſion is a Virtue. , Nay: indeed 
it is 2 greater and more certain Happineſs : A Child 
s not brought forth but with Pangs and Anguilh, 
but a Work of Mercy is produced not. only with 
Eaſe, but Delight. Beſides, the that bears a Child, 
knows not whether it may prove a Bleſſing or a 
Curſe; but Charity gives certain Title to a Bleſ- 
img, and engages the molt ſolvent: Paymaſter, even. 
God himſelf, who owns all fuch Diſburſements as a 
Loan to him, He that hath pity upon the poor, lendetis 
unto the Lord i and that which he. hath given will he 
pay him again, Prov. xix. 17. | 

12. There was in the primitive 

Times an eccleſiaſtical Order of Fhz ancien 
Widows, which St. Paul men- Charity of N. 
tors, I Tim. v whole whole dows. 

Miniſtry was devoted to Charity. 

They were indeed of the poorer Sort, ſit rather to 
receive than give Alms; yet the leſs they could do 
with their Purſes, the more was required of their 
Ferſons, the humbler Offices of waſhing: the Saints 
Feet, the careful Taſk of bringing up Children, and 
a diligent. Attendance on every good Work. And. 
ſure there is Parity of Reaſon, that thoſe, who, upon. 
the Score of their Wealth, exempt. themſelves ſrom 
thoſe laborious Services, ſhould commute for it by. 
more liberal Alms..In the Warmth and Zeal of Chri- 
3 Women of the higheſt Quality performed 
20th, Sorts of Charity, forgot their Greatneſs in 
their 
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their Condeſcenſions, yet aſſumed it again in their 
Bounty; founded Hoſpitals, and yet with a labour 
of love, as the Apoſtle ſtiles it, Heb. vi. 10. diſdain- 
5 ed not ſometimes to ſerve in them. But theſe are 
1 Examples not like to be tranſcribed in our Pays; 
Greatneſs is now grown to ſuch an Unweildinels, 
that it cannot ſtoop, thongh to the molt Chriſtian 
Offices, and yet can as little ſoar up in any munifi- 
cent Charities ;. it ſtands like Nebuchadnezzar's. 
Golden Image, a vaſt Bulk, only to be adored. 
13. Now certainly, if any Wo- 
The great Ad- men be qualified to avert this Re- 
vantage that proach, it mult be the Dowagers of 
Dowagers of great Families and Fortunes: They 
great Families have none to controul their Vi- 
and Fortune ſits to the Sick and Afflicted, or 
have to Chari- to reſent a Diſparagement from 
+ Aran ties. their Humility, neither have they 
8 an Account to give of their Vo. 
ſeſſions to any but God and themſelves; to him, 
ſure, they can bring none ſo-like to procure them 
. the Eulogy of Weil done, thou good and failhjin 
PS, fervant, Matth. xxv. 21. as a Catalogue of their 
„5 Alms. Nor indeed can they any other Way dit- 
1 poſe their Fortune ſo muchꝭ to their own Content- 
oY ment ; they may poſſibly cloy and fatiate their Sen- 
- ſes, make Proviſion. for the. Fleth ; but that no way 
"nn ſatisfies their Reaſon, much. leſs their Conſcience» 
| The Soul, which is the ſuperior Part, is quite leſt 
out in that Diſtribution; nothing is communicated 
to it but the Guilt of thoſe dear-bought Exceſſes. 
The only Way it. has to be a Sharer in their 
Wealth, is by a charitable Diſpenſing. The Poor 
are its Proxies as well as God's,. and though in all 
other reſpects we may ſay to the Soul, as the Plal- 
miſt does to God, P/al. xvi. 2. My goods extend 
not to.thee yet by this Way, it becomes not only 


a Par- 


Sect III. Of Widows, 357 


2 Partaker, but the chief Proprietor, and all is 
gaid out for its Uſe. The harbouring an Out- 
caſt, builds it an everlaſiing habitation, Luke xvi. 

the cloathing the Naked, arays it in pure 
white linen, Rev. xix. 8. and the feeding the Hun- 
gry makes it a Gueſt at the ſupper of the Lamb, 
ver. 9. Nay, it gains not only an indefeaſible Title 
to thoſe happy Reverſions, but it has a great deal 
n preſent Poſſeſſion, a huge rational Complacence 
in the right Applying of Wealth, and doing 
that with it for which it was deſigned; yet more, 
it gives a fenhtive Delight, nothing being more 
agreeable to human Nature than the doing Good to 
its own Kind. A ſeaſonable Alms leaves a greater 
Exultation and Tranſport in the Giver, than it 
can ordinarily raife in the Receiver; ſo exemplifying 
the Maxim of our blefied Lord, that it is a more 
oi([ed thing to give than to receive, Acts xx. 35. 
This indeed is a Way to elude the ſevere Denunci- 
ation of the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. v. 6. A widow that 
{reth in this pleaſure, is not dead uhilſi [he liveth's 
bui on the contrary ſhall live when ſhe dies; when 
de reigns her Breath, ſhall improve her Being: 
3 he Prayers of the Poor, like a benign Gale, fhall 
Ht her Flight to the Region of Blifs ; and ſhe, 
bios here cheriſhed the aMiRed Members, ſhall 
there be indiſlolubly united to their glorious 
Head. 

14, Ani now methinks Wi- h 
towhgog, under this Aſpect, 18 Theſ: Adoans 
qui*e transformed, is not ſo for- tages redeem 
born, fo deſolate an Eſtate as it Widowhcod 
is utually etteemed. And would from being 4 
#1! Widows uſe but this Expedi- for/orn Eſtate. 
8 thus devote themſelves to 
© hty and Charity, it would, like the healing Tree, 
el xv. 25. ſweeter theſe Waters of Marat, 

render 
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render the Condition not only ſupportable, but 
pleaſant; and they would not need to make ſuch 
altrighted, ſuch diſadvantageous Elcapes, as many 
do from it. It is true, the Apoſtle's Affirmation 18 
unqueſtionable, that the wife, when her busband is 
dead, is at liberty to be married to whom the will, 
1 Cor. vii. 39. But the Advice he ſubjoins is au- 
thentick too, ſhe js happier if /he fo abide. She 
that may ſolace herſelf un the Society, in the Love 
of her God, makes an noble Deſcent to human 
Embraces ; ſhe that may purchaſe Heaven with her 
Wealth, buys a very dear Bargain of the belt Huſ- 
band on Earth. Nay, indeed,” upon 2 mere ſecular 
Account, it ſeems not very prudent to relinquiſh 
both Liberty aud Property, to eſpouſe at the belt 
a Subjection, bat perhaps a Slavery: It a little re- 
ſembles the mad Frolicks of freed Galley-ſlaves, who 
play away their Liberty as ſoon as they regain it. 
15. Marriage is ſo great an Ad- 


„5 Of ſecond Mar- venture, that once ſeems enough 
35 riage. for the whole Life : For whether 


| they have been proſperous or ad- 

= 00 verſe in the firſt, it does almoſt diſcourage a ſecond 
5 | Attempt. She that has had a good Huſband, may be 
1 ſuppoſed to have his Idea ſo ſixed in her Heart, that 
it will be hard to introduce any new Form. Nay far- 

ther, ſhe may very reaſonably doubt, chat in this 

common Dearth of Virtue, two good Huſbands wil 

ſcarce fall to one Woman's Share, and an ill one 

DO will become more intolerable to her, by the Re- 
2k flexions ſhe will be apt to make on the better. On 


TER the other Side, if the have had a bad, the Smart 
8 ſure cannot but remain after the Rod is taken off; 
. the Memory of what the has ſuffered, ſhould, me- 
SE thinks, be a competent Caution againſt new Ad- 
Son MY ventures. Yet Experience ſhews us, that Women 
_ (though the weaker Scx) have commonly Fortitude 
5 | 35 enough 
= 2 - 
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enough to encounter and baffle all theſe Conſidera- 
tions. It is not therefore to be expected that ma- 
oy will, by any thing that hath, or can be ſaid, be 
Hyerted from remarrying: And indeed, the that 
does not preſerve her Widowhood upon the Ac- 
counts forementioned, may _ better re- 
'inquiſh it. St. Paul, we ſee, adviſes, that thoſe 
wi who found no better Employment han go- 
12 from t ofe 40 pouſe, that grew by their Vacan- 
to be tatlers and buſy-boates, 1 Tim. v. 13. 
ould marry again; it being the belt Way to fix 
theſe wandering Planets, to find them Buſineſs of 
weir own at home, that ſo they may not ramble 
abroad to intermeddle with that of others. And 
the Truth is, they that cannot brook the Retired- 
nels and Gravity which becomes a Widow, had 
b"tter put themſelves in a State that leſs requires 
it; and if they reſolve not to conform their Minds 
to their Condition, to bring their Condition to 
ir Minds; but in the doing that there will be 
lome Cautions very neceſſary to be obſerved. I' 
ihall reduce them to two, the one relating to the 
Line, the other to the Quality of the Match. 

16. Firſt, in reſpe&t of Time, 
common Decency requires, that A Decency in 
there be a conſiderable Interval Point of Time 
between the parting with one ts be ob/erved. 
Hutband and the chooſing ano- | 
ther. This has been ſo much obſerved by Nations 
that were at all civilized, that we find Numa made 
it 2 Law, that no Widow ſhould marry under ten 
\lonths, and if any did, ſhe was to ſacriſice as for 
[ne Expiation of a Crime. And this continued in 
erde many Ages after, in ſo much, that when, up- 
"n Reaſons of State, Auguſius found it uſeful to 
ns Siſter Octavia to Antonius, nothing leſs 
"141 % Decree of the Senate could licenſe the anti- 
cipating 
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cipating the Time: So jealous Obſervers were they 
of this Point of Civility, that they thought the 
whole State was concerned in the Violation. It 
is true, we have no Law in the Caſe, but we have 
ſomewhat of Cuſtom, which I know not how long 
we ſhall have, ſince the frequent Breaches of it 
threaten quite to cancel it ; Yet a Woman that is 
tender of her Honour will ſcarce give her Example 
towards the reſcinding it. The Wounds of 
Grief are ſeldom healed, by any Hand but that of 
Time, and therefore too ſudden a Cure ſhews the 
Hurt pierced not deep; and {he that can make 
her mourning Veil an Optick to draw a new Lover 
nearer to her Sight, gives cauſe to ſuſpect the 
Sables were all without. 
17. The next thing conſider- 
So alſo the E- able is the Equality of the Match. 
quality of Con- Marriage is ſo cloſe a Link, that 
dition. to have it eaſy, it is good to 
have the Parties as even propor- 
tioned as may be. And, firſt, in reſpect of Quali-. 
ty and Fortune, it is to be wiſhed there ſhould be 
no eminent Dilproportion. Thoſe that mcet moſt 
upon a Level, are leaſt ſubject to thoſe Upbraid- 
TT ings that often attend a great Deſcent of either 
A Party. It is therefore no prudent Motive, by 
„ which ſome Widows are ſwayed, who marry only 
EE. for a great Title; who often do not meet with ſo 
7 much of Obeiſance from Strangers, as they do with 
— IR Contempt from their Husbands and his Relations: 
« Zo There have been many Examples of Lords, who 
„ have uſed rich, but inferior Widows, 1ike Spunges, 
Ee: ſqueezed them to fill themſelves with their Wealth, 
and them only, with the Air of a big Name. On 
ES. the other ſide, for a Woman to marry very mean 
EL ly, and too much below herſelf, is rather worle ; 
Ss thoſe Kind of Matches are ordinarily made 2 
Tranſport 
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Tranſport of Paſſion, and when that abates, and 
leaves. her to ſober Reflexions, ſhe will probably be 
ſo angry with herſelf, that ſhe will ſcarce be well 
vleaſed with her Huſband. A. State of Subjection 
is a Jittle ſweetened by the Worth and Dignity of 
the Ruler: For as it is more honourable, fo it is 
more eaſy, the ſerviler Spirits being of all others 
the moſt imperious in Command. And ſure it will _ 
not a little grate a Woman of Honour, to think 
ſhe has made ſuch a one her Maſter, who perhaps 
would before have thought it a Preferment to have 
been ker Servant. Nay, farther, ſuch Marriages 
have commonly an ill Reflexion on the Modeſty. of 
the Woman, it being uſually preſumed, that, where 
the Diſtance was ſo great as to diſcourage ſuch an 
Attempt on his Part, there was ſome Invitation on 
hers. So that upon all accounts ſhe is very forlorn 
who thus diſpoſes of herſelf. Yet it is too well 
known, ſuch Matches have oft been made, and the 
ſame Levity and Inconſiderat ion may betray others 
to it; and therefore it is their Concern well to ballaſt 
their Minds, and to provide that their Paſſion never 
get the Aſcendent over their Reaſon. 

18. Another very neceſſary E- A 
quality is, that of their -Judg- As alſo Equalt- 
ment as to Religion. 1 do not ty of Judgment 
mean that they are to catechize in Keligion. 
each other as to every minute 
ſpeculative Point; but that they be of the ſame 
Profeſſion, ſo as to join together in the bat 
of God. It is ſure very uncomfortable, that thoſe 
who have ſo cloſely combined all their other In- 
tereſts, ſhould be diſunited in the greateit ; that 
one Church cannot hold them, whom one Houle, 
one Bed does; and that Religion, which is in itſelf 
the moſt vniting thing, ſhould be the only Diſa- 
greement between them. I know it is oſt made a 

Vol. III. H h Compact 
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Compact in ſuch Matches, that neither ſhall im- 
poſe their Opinion upon the other ; yet I doubt it 
MY is ſeldom kept, unleſs it be by thoſe whoſe Care- 
hf | leſneſs of all Religion abates their Zeal to any one. 
But where they have any Earneſtneſs in their Way, 
eſpecially where one Party thinks the other in a 
damnable Error, it will ſcarce be poſſible to refrain 
endeavouring to reduce them; and that Endeavour 
begets Diſputes; thoſe Diſputes, Heats; thoſe 
Heats, Diſguſts; and thoſe Diſguſts perhaps end 
in Averſion: So that at laſt their Affections grow 
as unreconcilable as their Opinions, and their reli- 
gious Jars draw on domeſtick. Belides, if none of 
theſe perſona] Debates happen, yet the Education 
of the Children will be Matter of Diſpute ; the 
* = one Parent will ſtill be countermining the other, 
- | each ſeeking to recover the. other's Proſely tes. 
"Xx. 5 Nay it introduces Faction into the inferior Parts 
* = of the Family too: The Servants, according to 
_ their different Perſuaſions, bandy into Leagues and 
—_— | Parties; ſo that it endangers, if not utterly de- 
_ ſtroys all Concord in Families. And all this Train 
. of Miſchiefs ſhould, methinks, be a competent 
Prejudice againſt ſuch Matches. 
19. There is yet a third Parti- 
Alſo Equality cular, wherein any great Diſpropor- 
in Years. tion is much to be avoided, and 
that is in Years. The Humours of 
Yonth and Ape differ ſo widely, that there had 
need be a great deal of Skill to compoſe the Diſcord 
into Harmony. When a young Woman marries an 
old Man, there are commonly Jealouſies on the one 
Part, and Loathings on the other; and if there be 
not an eminent Degree of Diſcretion in one ot 
both, there will be perpetual Diſagreements- 
But this is a Caſe that doth not often happen 


. A _—_ n * | * 19 * 
Among thoſe I now {pcak to: For though the A 
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rice of Parents ſometimes forces Maids upon ſuch 
Matches, yet Widows, who are their own Chooſ- 
ers, ſeldom make ſuch Elections. The Inequality a- 
mong them commonly falls on the other Side, 
old Women marry young Men. Indeed any Mar- 
riage is in ſuch a Folly and Dotage. They who 
mult ſuddenly make their Beds in the Duſt, what 
ſhould they think of a nuptial Couch? And to ſuch 
the Anſwer of the Philoſopher is appoſite, Who, 
being demanded what was the fitteſt Time for mar- 
rying, replied, For the Young, not get; for the 
Old, not at all. 
20. But this Dotage becomes 
perfect Frenzy and Madneſs when The accumulat- 
they chooſe young Huſhands : ed Abſurdittes . 
This is an Accumulation. of of di/proportion- 
Abſurdities and Contradiftions. ed Marriage. 
The Huſband and the Wife are but 
one Perſon; and yet at once young and old, freſn 
and withered. It is a reverſing the Decrees of Na- 
ture: And therefore it was no ill Anſwer which Dio- 
uyſius the Tyrant gave his Mother, who in her Age 
deſigned ſuch a Match, That tho? by his regal Power 
he could diſpenſe with poſitive Laws, yet he could 
not abrogate thoſe of. Nature, or make it-fit. for 
her, an old Woman, to marry a young Man. It is 
indeed an Inverſion of Seaſons, a confounding the # 
Kalendar, making a mungrel Month of May and 
December; and the Conjunction proves as fatal as 
it is prodigious ;, it being ſcarce ever ſeen that 
ſuch a Match proves tolerably happy. And indeed 


it is not imaginable how it ſhould : For firſt, it is 


to be preſumed ſhe that marries ſo mult marry 
meanly ; no young Man who does not need her 
Fortune will take her Perſon. For though ſome 
have the Humour to give great Rates for inanimate 
Antiquities, yet none will take the Living | Saw 
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Next, the never miſſes to be hated by him ſhe 
marries: He looks on her as his Rack and Tor- 
ment, thinks himſelf nnder the lingering Torture 
deviſed by Mezentius, a living Body tied to a 
dead. Nor muſt ſhe think to cure this by any 
the little Adulteries of Art: She may buy Beau- 
ty, and yet can never make it her own; ma 

paint, yet never be fair. It is like enameling a Mud- 
wall, the Coarſeneſs of the Ground will ſpoil the 
Varniſh : And the greateſt Exquiſiteneſs of Dre 
ſerves but to illuſtrate het native Blemiſhes. $6 
that all ſhe gains by this is to make him ſcorn as 


well as abhor het. 
21. Indeed there is nothing 


And 110 leſs can be more ridiculous than an 
Miſeries attend- old Woman payly ſet out; and 
ing it. it was not unaptly ſaid of Dis- 


genes to ſuch a one, If this 
Decking be for the Living, you are deceived; if for 
the Dead, make haſte to them: And I doubt ma- 
ny young Husbands will be ready to fay as much. 
Nay, becauſe Death comes not quick enough to 
rt them, there are few have Patience to attend 
its loitering Pace; the Man bids adieu to the Wife, 
though not to her Fortune; takes that to maintain 
his Luxuries elſewhere; allows her ſome little An- 
nuity, and makes her a Penſioner to her own Eſtate, 
So that he has his Deſign, but ſhe none of hers : He 
married for her Fortune, and he has it; ſhe, for his 
Perſon, and has it not: And, which is worſe, buys 
her Defeat with the Loſs of all, he commonly leaving 
her as empty of Money as he found her of Wit. 
22. And truly this is a Condi- 
Fhich yet are tion deplorable enough, and yet 
unpitied. uſually fails even of that Com- 
fort which is the laſt Reſerve 


ol the Miſerable, I mean, Pity. It is ſe 
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| \Mlan's Queſtion, Eccluf; xii. 13. Who will pity - 

| a charmer that is bitten with a«ſerpent © He might 
have preſumed leſs on his Skill, and kept himſelf at 

| a ſater Diſtance : And ſure the like may be faid of 

her. Alas! what are her feeble Charms that ſhe 

ſhould expect by them to fix the giddy Appetites of 

| Youth ? And ſince ſhe could ſo preſume without 

| Senſe, none will regret that ſhe ſhould be con- 
vinced by Smart. Belides, this is a Caſe where» 
in there have. been. a Multitude of unhappy Pre- 
cedents, which. might have cautioned her. He 
that accidentally. falls down an undiſcovered Pre- 
cipice is compaſſionated for. his Diſaſter ; but he 
that ſtands a great while on the Brink of it, looks 
down and ſees the Bottom {trewed with the mangled 
Carcaſes of many that have thence fallen; if he 
hall deliberately. calt himſelf into their Company, 
th: Blame quite extinguiſhes the Pity ;. he may 
altonifh, but not melt the Beholders. And, truly, 
ſhe who caſts herfelf away. in ſuch. a Match, be- 
trays not leſs, but more Wilfulneſs. How many, 
Ruins of unhappy. Women. preſeat. themſelves ta 
her, like the Wrecks of. old. Vellels, all ſplit upon 
this Rock ? And if ſhe will needs ſteer her Courſe 
purpoſely to do the ſame, none ought. to grudge her. 
the Shipwreck ſhe. ſo courts. 

23. Nor has the only this nega- 2 
tive Diſcomfort to be deprived of Aidloaded with 
Pity, but ſhe. is loaded with Cen» Cenſure ande- 
fures and Reproach. The World proach.. 
is apt cnough.to malicious Errors, 4 + 
to fix Blame where there is none, but it: is ſeldom: 

- guilty of the. charitative, , does not-overlook. the. | 
{malleſt- Appearance. of Evil, but generally puts | 
the worlt Conſtruction on any. Act that it will with. 0 
any Probability bear; and according to that Mea- Ir. 
ſure, Women in this Condition can expęct no very 1 


. mild 1 
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mild Deſcants on them. Indeed ſuch Matches are 
ſo deſtitute of any rational Plea, that it is hard to 
derive them from any other Motive than the ſen- 
fitive. What the common Conjectures are in that 
Caſe, is as needlefs as it is unhandſome to declare: 
l I will not fay how true they are, but if they 
83 de, it adds another Reafon to the former, why 
ſuch Marriages are ſo improſperous. All Dif: 
tortions in Nature are ufually ominous ; and 
fure ſuch preternatural Heats in Age, may very 
well be reckoned as diſmal Preſages, and very cer- 
tain ones too, ſince they create the Ruin they fore- 
tell. And truly it is not only juſt, but convenient, 
that ſuch Motives ſhould be attended with ſuch Con- 
ſequences ; that the Bitterneſs of the one, may oc- 
caſion ſome Reflexion on the Sordidneſs of the o- 
ther. Tt is but kindly that ſuch an Alhallontide 
Spring ſhould meet with Froſts, and the Unplea- 
ſantneſs of the Event chaſtiſe the Uglineſs of the De- 
hen ; and therefore I think thoſe that are conſcious 
of the one, ſhould be ſo far from murmuring, that 
they thould be very thankful for the other ; think 
it God's Diſcipline to bring them again to their 
Wits, and not repine at that Smart which them- 

felves have: made neceſſary. | 
24. And now I with all the 
A ſirange Fury ancienter Widows would ferioutly 
in Women, uhen weigh how much it is their In- 
their Eſtates tereſt not to ſevere thoſe two 
ee: might be em- Epithets: That of Ancient they 
3 ployed tothe beſt cannot put off, it daily grows up- 
1 Uſes 'of Chari- on them; and that of Widow 15 
— P, only buy with ſure a more proportionable 4d. 
- them Slavery junct to it, than that of Wife; 
_ and Beggary.. eſpecially when it. is to one to 
_ whom her Age might have made 
£365 Her Mother. There is a Veneration due to Ages 2 


1 n be ſuch as diſowns not itſelf: 7% Hoa. 95 . 
; 27 


theſe that will ſecure themſelves from the Effect, 
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ſys Solomon, is a crown of glory, if ii be found in 
the way of righteouſneſs, Prov. xvi. 32. but when 
ir will mix itſelf with Youth, it is diſclaimed by 
both, becomes the Shame of the Old, and the 
Scorn of the Young. What a ſirange Fury is It 
then which poſſeſſes ſuch Women, that when they 
nay diſpoſe their Fortunes to thoſe advantageous 
Deligas before mentioned, they ſhouſd only buy 
with them ſo undecertt, ſo ridiculous a Slavery? 
that when they may keep np the Reputation of 
Modeſty and Prudence, they ſhould expoſe them- 
ſelves to an univerſal Contempt for the Want of 
both; and that they, who might have had a Reve- 
rence, put themſelves even out of the Capacity 
of bare Compaſſion. 

25. This is fo high a Frenzy, op; ny; for 
as ſure cannot happen in an In- %, ere. 
{tant ; it muſt have ſome prepara- 22 Jv 
„ N feunded in 3 
tory Degrees, ſome Rooting in the Apettation of E | 
Conſtitution and Habit of the 70770 — 3 
Nind : Soch Widows have ſure wer | . 2 | 
fome Lightneſs of Humour, before 9 
they can be ſo giddy in their Brains, and therefore 


f 
' 


mult ſubtra& the Cauſe; if they will {till be wiſhing, 
theinſelves young, it is odds but within a while they 
will perſuade themſelves they are fo. Let them there- 
tore content themſelves to be old; and as Faſhions 
are varied with Times, ſo let them put on the Ore: 
ments proper to their Seaſon ; which are Piety, 
Cravity and Prudence. Theſe will be not only 
their Ornament, but their Armour too; this will 
gam them ſuch a.Reverence, that will make it as 
improbable they ſhould be aſſaulted, as impoſſible 

hey ſhouid. affault. For I think one may ſafely I 
lay, it is the Want of one or all of thoſe, which | 

betrays Women to ſuch Marriages. | 
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| 26. And indeed it may be a 
And will be Matter of Caution, even to the 
Matter of Cau- younger Widows, not to let them- 
tion to younger elves too much loole to a light 
Widows. frolick Humour, which 'perhaps 
they will not be able to put off, 
when it is moſt neceſſary they ſhould. It will not 
much invite a ſober Man to marry them while they 
are young; and if it continue with them till they 
are old, it may (as natural Motions uſe) grow 
more violent towards its End: Precipitate them 
into that ruinous Folly we bave before conlidered. 
Yet, ſhould they happen to eſcape that, ſhould it 
* not force them from their Widowhood, it will ſure 
1 | very ill agree with it: For how prepoſterous is it 
pn . for an old Woman to delight in Gauds and Tritles, 
8 fluch as were fitter to entertain her Grand- children! 
8 to read Romances with Spectacles, and be at Maiks 
and Dancings, when ſhe is fit only to act the An- 
ticks* Theſe are Contradictions to Nature, the 
tearing off her Marks, and where ſhe has writ fifty 
or ſixty, to leſſen (beyond the Proportion of the 
unjuſt Steward) and write ſixtecn. And thoſe who 
thus manage their Widowhood have more Reaſon to 
bewail it at laſt than at firſt, as having more expe- 
rimentally found the Miſchief of being left to their 
own Guidance. It will therefore concern them all 
to put themſelves under a. ſafer Conduct, by an aſ- 
ſiduous Devotion to render themſelves up to the 
Jeading of the one infallible Guide, who, if he be not 
a covering of the eyes, Gen. xx. 16. to preclude il 
_ ſecond Choices, may yet be a /ight to. them for dil- 
_— cerning who are fit to be choſen ; that if they ſee 
fit to uſe their Liberty and marry, they may yet 
take the Apoſtle's Reſtriction with it, 1 Cor. vii. 40. 
that it be only in the Lord. Upon ſuch ſober Mo- | 


tives, and with ſuch duc Circumſtances as may ap- 
RI prove 
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approve it to him, and render it capable of his 


Benediction. 
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1. J Have now gone thro' both 

1 Parts of the propoſed Me- The beſt Means 
thod. The former has preſented fo be ſecure in 
thoſe Qualifications which are e- any of ibe be- 
qually neceſſary to every Woman: fore mentioned 
Theſe, as a Root, ſend Sap and particular E- 
Vigour to the diſtinct Branches, ſtates, is to be 
animate and impregnate the ſeve- . furniſhed with 


ral ſucceſſive States thro* which the general Vire 


the is to paſs, He that hath pure tues. 

Ore or Bullion, may caſt it into 

what Form belt fits his Uſe, nay, may tranſlate it 
trom one to another; and ſhe who has that Mine 
of Virtues may furniſh ont any Condition ; her 
being 2004 in an abſolute Conuderation, will cer- 
tainly make her ſo in a relative. On the other 
lide, ſhe who has not ſuch a Stock, cannot keep up 
the Honour of any State; like corrupred Liquor, 


| any it from one Veſſel to another, it ſtill infects 


and contaminates all. And this is the Caule that 
Women are alike complained of under all Forms, 
becauſe fo many want this fundamental Virtue : 
Were there more good Women, there would be 
more modeſt Virgins, loyal and obedient Wives, 
and fober Widows. . 
2. I muſt thereforefore intreat 
thoſe who will look on, this Therefore the 
act, not only to ſingle out that Readers of this 


Put which bears their own In- Tratt are not to 


ſcription, 
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content them ſcription, but that they think 
felves with themſelves no leſs concerned in 
what refers to that which relates indefinitely to 

their Condition. their Sex; endeavour to poſſeſs 
themſelves of thoſe Excellencies 

which ſhould be as univerſal as their Kind: And 

when they are ſo ſtored with Matter, they may 

leave Providence to diverſify the Shape, and to al- 

ſign them their Scene of Action. 7235 

| 3. And now, would God it 

Nor barely with were as eaſy to perſuade as it is 

what they read, to propoſe; and that this Dit- 

but draw out courſe may not be taken only as 

eee a Gazette, for its Newneſs, and 

for themſelves. diſcarded as ſoon as read; but 
that it may at leaſt advance to the 

EEE Honour of an Almanack, be allowed one Year ere 
5 it be out of Date: And in that Time, if frequent- 
. Ow feriouſly conſulted, it may perhaps awaken 
ſome Ladies from their ſtupid Dreams, convince 

©. them that they were ſent into the World for no- 
Roe bler 4 than only to make a little Glittering 


IP in it; like a Comet, to give a Blaze, and then 
We. diſappear. And truly, if it may operate but ſo far 
RE as to give them an effective Senſe of that, I ſhall 
125 think it has done them a conſiderable Service. 
5 They may, I am ſure, from that Principle, deduce 


3 all neceſſary Conſequences, and I wiſh they would 
. but take the pains to draw the Corollaries ; for 
thoſe Inductions they make to themſelves would be 
much more efficacious than thoſe which are drawn 
to their Hands. Propriety is a great Endearment, 
we love to be Proſelytes to ourſelves; and People 


35 oft reſiſt others Reaſons, who would upon mere 
ond | Partiality pay Reverence to their on. 
— 4 Vit 
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4. Put beſides this, there would 
be another Advantage, if they could Which will give 
de but got to a Cuſtom of conſi- the collateral 
dering, by it they might inſenſibly Advantage of 
undetinine the grand Inſtrument wfing the Mind 
of their Ruin. That careleſs 10 con ſider. 
Incogitancy, ſo remarkably fre- 
quent among all, and not leaſt among Perſons of 
Quality, is the Source of innumerable Miſchiefs; 
it is the De/ilah that at once lulls and betrays 


em; it keeps them in a perpetual Sleep, binds up 


their Faculties, fo that though they are not ex- 
"in, yet they become uſeleſs. Plato uſed to ſay, 
that a Man aſleep was good for nothing: And it 
:5 certainly no leis true of this moral Drowlineſs 
than the natural. And as in Sleep the Fancy only 
> in Motion, ſo theſe inconſiderate Perſons do ra- 
ther dream than diſcourſe, entertain little trifling 
mages of things, which are preſented by their 
\enies, but know not how-to converſe with their 
Reaſon. So that in this drowſy State all Tempta- 
uns come on them with the ſame Advantage with 
that ot a thief in the night, a Phraſe by which the 
Scripture expreſſes the moſt inevitable unforeſeen 
Danger, t he. v. 3. We read in Judges, how 
ealily Laiſh became a Prey to a Handful of Men, 
merely becauſe of this {upine negligent Humour of 
te Inhabitants, which had cut them off from all 
intercourſe with any who might have ſuccoured 
than, Judges xvill. 27, 28. and certainly it gives 
no leis Opportunity to our ſpiritual Aſſailants, 
es us naked and unguarded-to receive all their 
impretions, How prodigious a thing is it then, 
Dat this State of Dulneſs and Danger ſhould be 
abetteuly choſen ? yet we ſee it too often is 
even dy thole whoſe Qualities and Education fit 
them for more 'ngenuous Elections; nay, which is 
yet 
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yet more a Riddle, that very Aptneſs diſenables, 
lets them above what it prepares them for. La- 


bour is looked on as utterly nn ee with 


Greatneſs, and Conſideration is looked on as a La- 
bour of the Mind; and there are ſome Ladies who 
ſeem to reckon it as their Prerogative to be ex- 
empted from both; will no more apply their Un- 
derſtandings to any ſerious Diſcoſſion than their 


Hands to the Spindle and Diſtaff; the one they -| 


think pedantick, as the. other is mean. In the 


mean time, by what ſtrange Meaſures do they pro- 


ceed? They look on Idiots as the moll deplorable 
of Creatures, becauſe they want Reaſon, and yet 
make it their own Excellence and Pre-eminence, 
to want the Uſe of it ; which is indeed ſo much 
worle than to want the Thing, as Sloth is wore 
than Poverty, a moral Defe& than a natural. But 
we may ſee by this, how much civil and ſacred 
Eſtimates differ; for we find the Bergans, com- 
mended, not only as more diligent, but as more 
noble too, As xvii. 11. Nis they attentively 


conſidered, and ſtrictly examined the dotfrine preach- 


ed to them, By which they may diſcern, that, in 
God's Court of Honour, a ſtupid Oſcitancy is no 
eanobling Quality, however it comes to be thought 
ſo in theirs. 
| 5. And if this one Point might 
Confideration be gained, if they would but ſo far 
would ſecure Jy> actuate their Reaſon as deliberate- 
NICENCE, ly and duly to weigh their In- 

: tercit, they would find that is 
ſtrictly engaging them to all that is virtuous, that 
they muſ} have 2 very invincible Reſolution for 
Ruin, if that cannot perſuade them: And 1 hope 
all Women are not Medeas, whom the Poet brings 
in avowing the Horridneſs of that Fact, which yet 


the reſolved to execute. They are generally s 
ther 
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ther timorous, and apt to ſtart at the Apprehenſion 
of Danger; let them but ſee a Serpent, though at 
a great Diſtance, they will need no Homilies 
or Lectures to be perſuaded to fly it. And fure 
did they but clearly diſcern what a Sting there is in 
theſe yicious Follies they embrace, their Fear would 
make them quit their Hold; put them in ſuch a 
Trembling, as would, like that of Bel/hazzar's, 
flacken their Joints, and make thoſe things drop 
from them, which - before they molt tenaciouſly 
graſped. For indeed in Sin there i, a Conſpiration 
of all that can be dreadful to a rational Being; ſo 


55 that one may give its Compendium by the very Re- 


verſe of that which the Apoſtle gives of Godlineſs, 
1 Tim. iv. 8. for as the one has the promiſes, fo 


5 the other has the Curſes of this life, and of that 


E which is to come. 


6. In this Life every depraved 


Act (much more Habit) has a Would affiſt 


black Shadow attending it; it caſts Gon/cience in 


in uncomfortable Upbraidings and 


; 
one inward upon the Conſcience doing its Work, 
«1 


diſguiſe that to themſelves by caſting a yet darker 
cover it; ſuppreſſing all thoſe Reluctings by an in- 
duſtrious Stupefaction; making their Souls ſo per- 


& f-& Night, that they cannot fee thoſe black Ima» 


ges their Conſciences repreſent. But as this ren- 
ders their Condition but the more wretched ; fo 
= neither can they blind others though they do them- 
ſelves. Vice caſts a dark Shadow outwards too, 
not ſuch as may conceal, but betray itſelf: And as 
the Evening Shadows increaſe in Dimenſion, grow 

to a Monſtroſity and Diſproportion; ſo the longer 

any ill Habit is continued, the more viſible, the 

more deformed it appears, draws more Obſer vation 
und more Cenſure. | 
Vor. III. Ii 7. It 
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| 7. It were indeed endleſs to 
Would ſhewthe reckon up the temporal Evils to 
wretchedConſe- which it expoſes its Votaries ; 
guents of Vice, Immodeſty deſtroys their Fame, a 

| vain Prodigality their Fortune, 
Anger makes them mad, Pride hateful, Levity ren- 
ders them deſpiſed, Obſtinacy deſperate, and Irre- 
ligion is a Complication of all theſe, fills up their 
Meaſure both of Guilt and Wretchedneſs. So 
that had Virtue no other Advocate, her very An- 
tagoniſt wonld plead for her: The miſerable Con- 
ſequences of Vice, would, like the Flames of Sodom, 
ſend all conſidering Perſons to that little Zoar, 
which, how deſpicable ſoever it may have appear- 
ed before, cannot but look invitingly when Safety 


is inſcribed on its Gates. . 
8. But it muſt infinitely more do 


The future Ac- fo, if they pleaſe to open a Viſto 
count in another into the other World, make uſe of 
Mord. divine Perſpectives to diſcern thoſe 

diſtant Objects which their groſſer 
Senſes do here intercept. There they may ſee the 
diſmal Cataſtrophe of their Comedies, the miſerable 
Inverſion of all unlawful or unbounded Pleafures : 
There that prophetick Menace concerning Babylun, 
which we find, Rev. xviii. 7. will be literally veri- 
fied upon every unhappy Soul, According as 1 er- 


alted herſelf, and lived delicately, ſo much the muse 


tribulation give her; the Torment of that Life will 
bear Proportion to the Pride and Luxuries of this. 
It will therefore be neceſſary for thoſe who herc wal- 
low in Pleaſures, to confront to them the Remem- 
brance of thoſe Rivers of Brimſtone, and atk them, 
ſelves the Prophet's Queſtion, he can duell with 
everlaſting burnings ? We find Iſaiah, when he 


denounces but temporal Judgments againſt the 
Daughters of Zion, he exactly purſues the Any: 


thells, 
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theſis, and to every Part of their effeminate Deli- 
cacy he oppoles the dire& contrary Hardlinp, in- 
ſtead of /weet /mells there ſhall be a ſtink, inſtead 
of a girdle, a rent ;- inſtead of well ſet hair, Sald. 
212/35 ; inflead of a flomacher, a pirding with 
Jackeloth ; and burning inſtead of beauty, Ilaiah, 
Ut. 24. 

9. It were welt the Daughters 


of our Zion would copy out this And Pimiſh- 


Legure, and prudently foreſee ments that will 
how every particular Sin or Vani- zever end. 

ty of theirs will have its adapted 

Punithment in another World. And ſure this Con- 
ſide ration, well digeſted, muſt needs be a forcible Ex- 
pedient to cleanſe them from all n of feſßb 
and ſpirit, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor. Vil. 1. 
For is it poſlible for her to cheriſh and blow up her 
libidinous Flames here, who conſiders them but as 
the firſt Kindlings of thoſe inextinguiſhable ones here- 
after? Can ſhe make it her Study to pleaſe her Appe- 
tite, that remembers that Dives unintermitted 
Feaſt ends in as unallayed a Thirſt? Or can the 
deny the Crumbs of her Table to that Lazarus, 
to whom ſhe foreſees ſhe ſhall then ſupplicate for a 
Drop" of Water? In fine, can ſhe: lay out her 
hole Induſtry, her Fortune, nay her Ingenuity 
too, in making Proviſion for the Fleſh, who con- 
hicers that that Fleſh will more corrupt by pamper- 
ng, and breed the Worm that never dies? Cer- 
tamly no Woman can be ſo deſperately: daring, as 
thus to attack Damnation, reſiſt her Reaſon and her 
Senſe, only that ſhe may ruin her Soul ; and unleſs 
ine can do all this, her Foreſight will prove her 
Eſcape, and her viewing the bottomleſs: Piv in 


Lanc!\kip and Picture will ſecure her from a real De- 
cent into it. 


12 10. But 
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10. But now that this Tract 
may not make its Exit in the 
would alſo open Shape of a Fury, bring the Me- 
A more inviting ditations to Hell, and there leave 
Scene of eternal them, it muſt now at Jaſt ſhift 
Rewards oe the Scene, and as it has ſhewed 


Con ſider at ion 


tety, the Blackneſs of Vice by that ut - 

ter Darkneſs to which it leads, 
we alſo will let in a Beam of the celeſtial Light to 
diſcover the Beauty of Virtue; remind the Reader 
that there is a Region of Joy as well as a Place of 
Torment, and Piety and Virtue is chat Milky Way 
that leads to it; a State, compared to which the 
E lyſium of the Heathen is as inconſiderable as it is 
lictitious, the Mahometan Paradiſe as flat and in- 
ſipid as it is groſs and brutiſh ; where the Un- 
dertaking of the Pſalmiſt ſhall be compleatly au- 
Iwered, thoſe that fear the Lord ſhall want 10 
manner of thing that is good, Pſal. xxxiv. 10: 
And this happy State is as acceſſible as excellent, 
God is not unſincere in his Propoſals, offers 
not theſe Glories only to tantalize and abuſe 
us, but to animate _ encourage Mankind. He 
Jets up an inviting Prize, and he not only marks 
out, but levels the Way to it; makes that our 
Daty which is alſo our Pleaſure, yea and our Ho- 
nour too. So has he contrived for our Eaſe, that 
knowing how hardly we can diveſt our Voluptu- 
ouſneſs and Ambition, he puts us not to it ; all be 
demands is but that he may chooſe the Objects, 
and in that he is yet more obliging, for by that at 
once he reſines and fatisfies the Deſires. He takes 
us off indeed from the fulſome Pleaſures of Senſe, 
which by their Groſſneſs may cloy, yet, by reaſon 
of their Emptineſs can ncver fill us; and brings us 


ꝓpeſed fo 


to taſte the more pure ſpiritual Delights, which are 


the true Elixir of Pleaſures, in Compariſon ow 
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al! the Senſual are but as the Dregs or Fæces in 
an Extraction, aſter the Spirits are drawn off. In 
like manner he calls us from our aſpiring to thoſe 
Pinnacles of Honour, where we always kit totter- 
ingly, and often fall down, but yet invites us to 
ſoar higher, where we ſhall have the 22007 with 
her Vicifſitudes and Changes under our feet, Rev. 
xii. 1. and enjoy a Grandeur as irreverſible as 
ſplendid. 
1. Thus does he ſhew us a 
Way to hallow our moſt unſancti- Vill teach to 
fied Affections; thus, according hallow the 75 
ta the Prophecy of Zechariah, unſanctißed Af 
may holine/s be writ even upon the fections. | 
ell of the horſes, Zech. xiv. 20. 
upon our moſt brutal Inclinations; and thus may 
2:1 thoſe feminine Paſſions which now ſeduce Wo- 
men from Virtue, advance them in it. Let her 
that is amorous place her Love upon him who is 
(as the Spouſe tells us, Gant. v. 10.) the chiefeſt 
among ten thouſand ; ſhe that is angry, turn her 
Edge againſt her Sins; ſhe that is haughty, diſdain 
the Devil's Drudgery ; ſhe that is fearful, dread 
him who can deſiroy both body and ſoul in hell, 
OMaith, v. 28. and ſhe that is fad, reſerve ber 
Tears for her Penitential Offices. Thus may they 
conſecrate even their Infirmities ; and though they 
cannot deify, or erect Temples io them, as the X- 
"1475 did to their Paſſions, nay their Diſeaſes ; yet 
alter they are thus cleanſed, they may ſacriiice 
hem as the Jews did the clean Beaſts in the Taber- 
nacle. Only Irreligion and Profaneneſs is exempt 
tom this Privilege, no Water of Purification can 
cieanſe it, or make it ſerviceable in the Temple; 
that, like the Spoils of Jericho, is ſo execrable, 
that it mult be devoted to Deſtruction, as an accu 
ed ting, Joch. vi. 17. For though God do not de- 
ſpiſe 
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ſpiſe the Work of his own Hands, have ſo much 
Kindneſs to his Creatures, chat he endeavorrs to 
reduce all our native Inclinations to their primitive 
Rectitude, and therefore does not aboliſh, but puri- 
fy them; yet Atheiſm is none of thoſe, it is a 
Counterblaſt from Hell, in Oppoſition. to that 
mighty Wind-in which the Holy Spirit deſcend- 
ed. Though the Subject in which it ſabliſts may 
be reformed, the Perſon may turn Chriſtian, and 
the Wit that maintained its blaſpnemous Para- 
doxes, may be converted to holier Uſes : Yet 
the Quality itſelf is capable of no ſuch happy Me- 
tamorphoſis; that muſt be extirpated, for it cannot 
be made tributary. Which ſhews how tranſcend- 
ent an Ill that is which cannot he converted to 
good; even that Omnipotence, which can out of 
the very Stones raiſe Children to Abraham, at- 
tempts not any Tranſmutation of this; which 
ougkt therefore to poſſeſs all Hearts with a De- 
eſtation of it, and to advance them in an earnel? 
Puriuit of all the Parts of Piety. 
| 12. And that is it which 1 
There is yo Wiſs would now once more (as a fare- 
dom but in the well Exhortation) commend to 
Fear of God, my female Readers, as that whicn 
virtually contains all other Ac- 
compliſhments; it is that Pearl in the Goſpel for 


-  __ | which they may part with all, and make a good 
Hm Bargain too. The fear of the Lord ts the begining 
. *of wiſdom, ſays the wileſt of Men, Prov. 1. 7: 
= and by his Experience he ſhews that it is the com- 

=_ pleating End of it too; for he no ſooner decline 

7 = 5 from that, but he grew to Dotage and Diſhonour- 

= Let all thoſe therefore to whom God has diſpenſed 
=—_ an outward Affluence, given them a viſible Splendor 

_—_— in the Eyes of the World, be careſul to ſecure 0 

1 _ | themiclves that honour that come! from Cod 155 : | 
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abu v. 44. unite their Souls to that ſupreme Ma- 
jeſty, who is the Fountain, of true Honour; Who, 
in his beſtowing the Crown of Righteouſneſs, pro- 
ceeds by the ſame Meaſures by which he diſpoſes the 
Crown of 1/ael, when he avowed to Samuel that 
he /ookt not an the outward appearance, but beheld 
the heart, 1 Sam. xvi. 7. If God fee not his own 
image there, all the Beauty and Gaiety of the out- 
ward Form is deſpicable in his Eyes, like the 
Apples of Sodom, only a Kind of painted Duſt, 
But if Piety be firmly rooted there, they then be- 
come like the King's Daughter, all g/orious within 
too; a much more valuable Bravery than the gar- 
ment of uc edle. or and veſture of gold, Pſal. xlv. 
14. And this is it that muſt enter them into the 
King's palace, into that new Jeruſalem, where they 
ſhall not wear, but inhabit pear/s and Gems, Kev. 
*Xi. 19. be beautiful without the Help of Art or 
Nature, by the mere Reflexion of the divine 
Brightneſs ; be all that their then enlarged Com- 
prehenſions can wiſh, and infinitely more than they. 
can here imagine. 
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